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SAPERE

Greek and Latin texts of Later Antiquity (1st—4th centuries AD) have for
a long time been overshadowed by those dating back to so-called “classi-
cal’ times. The first four centuries of our era have, however, produced a
cornucopia of works in Greek and Latin dealing with questions of philoso-
phy, ethics, and religion that continue to be relevant even today. The series
SAPERE (Scripta Antiquitatis Posterioris ad Ethicam REligionemque per-
tinentia, “Writings of Later Antiquity with Ethical and Religious Themes’),
now funded by the German Union of Academies, undertakes the task of
making these texts accessible through an innovative combination of edi-
tion, translation, and commentary in the form of interpretative essays.

The acronym ‘SAPERE’ deliberately evokes the various connotations of
sapere, the Latin verb. In addition to the intellectual dimension — which
Kant made the motto of the Enlightenment by translating ‘sapere aude’
with “dare to use thy reason’ — the notion of ‘tasting” should come into
play as well. On the one hand, SAPERE makes important source texts
available for discussion within various disciplines such as theology and
religious studies, philology, philosophy, history, archaeology, and so on;
on the other, it also seeks to whet the readers” appetite to ‘taste” these texts.
Consequently, a thorough scholarly analysis of the texts, which are inves-
tigated from the vantage points of different disciplines, complements the
presentation of the sources both in the original and in translation. In this
way, the importance of these ancient authors for the history of ideas and
their relevance to modern debates come clearly into focus, thereby foster-
ing an active engagement with the classical past.






Preface to this Volume

The first idea of bringing this volume into existence came into my head
after a dinner conversation with Donald Russell at All Souls College, Ox-
ford in May 2004, during which Donald told me that already a long time
ago he had collected material for an edition (with commentary) of De ge-
nio Socratis, one of the most wonderful pieces of Plutarch’s Moralia. When
- twenty-two months later — I finally plucked up the courage to ask him
whether he might be willing to provide an introduction into and a text
and translation (with notes) of De genio for a SAPERE volume, his first re-
action was to call me a fool for bothering someone at his age with such a
proposition — but barely half a year later he had in fact done what I had
asked him for, thus giving us the heart of the present volume. He had first
worked on this subject under the guidance of E. R. Dodds, and would like
this contribution to be regarded as a partial, and very late, fulfilment of his
obligations to that great scholar.

It took the next two and a half years to assemble a team of further con-
tributors and get them to write a number of essays, all of which — I hope —
will be useful and enlightening to all interested in De genio. To all contrib-
utors I am profoundly grateful for the time and energy they poured into
this venture; it has been a privilege and a pleasure to work with each and
everyone of them. My greatest debt of gratitude, however, I still owe to
Donald, without whom this volume would not exist. May he yet live long
to receive the acclaim he deserves for it.

Heinz-Giinther Nesselrath Gottingen, August 2009
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A. Introduction






Introduction

D. A. Russell

1. Preliminary Remarks

Il est des ouvrages en Plutarque ot il oublie son theme, ot le propos de son argument
ne se trouve que par incident, tout estouffé en matiere estrangere: voyez ses alleures
au Daemon de Socrate. O Dieu, que ces gaillardes escapades, que cette variation a de
beauté, et plus lors que plus elle retire au nonchalant et fortuite!
Montaigne (Essais III. ix) here admires the inconsequentiality of De genio.
Most modern scholarship has been disconcerted by the combination of ex-
citing historical romance and serious philosophical and religious discus-
sion. Many attempts have therefore been made to identify themes and con-
nections which might be held to unify the whole: Liberation (as the soul
is freed with difficulty from the ills of the body, so Thebes is freed from
the Spartan occupation); divine guidance (Epaminondas, like Socrates, is
under a special tutelary daimon); or a general concern with signs and por-
tents. It is doubtful whether any of these ideas is a guide to Plutarch’s
intentions.! These should be sought rather in his educational concerns. In
the preface to De audiendis poetis (14E) he observes that young students, not
yet ready for the formal study of philosophy, nevertheless take pleasure
in works like Heraclides” Abaris and Ariston’s Lycon, in which philosophy
and fabulous narrative are combined. If we consider De genio in this light,
it is clear that it fills the bill very well. There is the exciting patriotic story
of the liberation of Thebes; there is also the speculation about divination
and the fate of the soul after death; there is even a miniature Socratic dia-
logue on doing good (584B-585D) and a suggestion that it is a good thing
to study mathematics (579A-D). We should also recall that the narrator,
Caphisias, Epaminondas’ younger brother, is young, and emphasises his
youth (he has lovers, he spends time in the gymnasia), and that the brav-
ery of Charon’s fifteen year old son is given special prominence (595B-D).
It would be foolish to suggest that Plutarch is primarily targeting an ado-
lescent readership (or his own pupils) but he certainly has one in mind,
as he does also in his Banquet of the Seven Wise Men and in Gryllus. And

! But note the articles by A. GEorcrapou (“Epameinondas and the Socratic paradigm in
the De genio Socratis”) and P. Harpik (“Sign language in On the sign of Socrates”) in: VAN
DER SToCKT 1996, 113-22 and 123-36.
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it is a Boeotian audience: he makes the visionary who relates the myth a
native of his own city, Chaeronea, and he gives us a great deal of antiquar-
ian detail about the religions and political practices of Boeotia in classical
times.

2. Synopsis?

1(575A-576B).

The frame dialogue (not resumed at the end, cf. Plato’s Phaedo, Theaetetus)
serves as a preface. It limits the scope of the following narrative (Archeda-
mus explains what he and his friends already know: 575F-576B) and it
makes an important statement about the value of detail and motivation, as
against mere information about the upshot of events, for hearers who are
connoisseurs of the moral aspects of actions. This recalls prefatory state-
ments in several Lives: e.g. Nicias 1, Alexander 1, Timoleon 1 and 6. And
we are again reminded of De audiendis poetis; Archedamus’ friends are
like those serious readers of poetry who are not just in search of amuse-
ment (30D: note 10 d¢ PLAGKaAOV Kal PLAGTIOV, corresponding to Tov de
GLAOTIIOV Kat PLAdkaAov ... Oeatr)v in 575C).

The exact occasion of this frame dialogue is unclear. It is perhaps
thought of as preceding the Athenian renunciation of the Theban alliance
(Pelopidas 14.1, Xen. Hell. 5.4.19), but we do not learn whether Plutarch had
any evidence that Caphisias participated in any such mission. Archeda-
mus’ Boeotian sympathies, however, are well attested, as is the unpopu-
larity they caused him.

2-5 (576B-578C).

The initial scenes of Caphisias’ story are set outdoors, as a party of the con-
spirators makes its way to Simmias” house. Simmias is in many ways the
central character of the whole dialogue. Famous, from Phaedo, as an in-
timate of Socrates and a pupil (at Thebes) of the Pythagorean Phidolaus,
he has travelled far and acquired much knowledge. He is of course in-
volved in the conspiracy, though his illness prevents him from taking an
active part. Like Theages in Plato (Rep. 6.496D) his infirmity keeps him
loyal to philosophy. The day has come when the exiles are due to return,
and a messenger arrives from Athens to bring word that there are twelve
of them, and to inquire who will give them lodging. Charon offers (576D).
This prompts the prophet (mantis) Theocritus to compare this readiness on
the part of a comparatively uneducated person with the reluctance of the
highly educated Epaminondas to take an active part. Caphisias naturally
defends his brother. There is no doubt that Epaminondas’ stance is an im-

% A particularly careful analysis can be found in Larranzr 1933.
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portant theme of the whole dialogue. We learn later of his Pythagorean up-
bringing and his steadfast refusal of material gain. Theanor, the mysteri-
ous visitor, will declare that the daimon who guarded the dead Pythagorean
philosopher Lysis, now guides his pupil Epaminondas. Here is at least
one link between the philosophical topics and the narrative, for we are led
to conclude that a political life too can be divinely guided. The loss of
Plutarch’s Epaminondas prevents us from knowing whether the career de-
velopment suggested in De genio — from quietism to military leadership —
was a theme in the Life also.

Caphisias’ conversation on this subject is interrupted (577A) by Galaxi-
dorus, who has seen two officers of the Spartan occupation, Archias and
Lysanoridas, approaching. Archias takes Theocritus aside. Everyone is
worried about the reason for this. Another conspirator, Phyllidas, now ap-
pears, and discusses matters with Caphisias. There is a longish lacuna in
the text at 577D, which must cover the return of Theocritus to the group.
They are then joined by yet another figure, Phidolaus of Haliartus, who
asks them to wait a little before entering Simmias’” house, because Sim-
mias is trying to negotiate with the pro-Spartan Leontiadas about the fate
of a leader of the anti-Spartan party, Amphitheus, who is in prison. The
narrative now takes a new turn. Theocritus is glad to see Phidolaus, be-
cause he wants to ask him about the remains of Alcmena, which Agesi-
laus removed from Haliartus to Sparta some years before. It appears that
there was a mysterious inscription on the tomb, which Agesilaus submit-
ted to Egyptian priests for interpretation: ‘Simmias may have something to
tell us about this.” Theocritus, on hearing Phidolaus” account, reveals that
his recent conversation with Lysanoridas was about some ominous sign,
and that Lysanoridas will go to Haliartus to offer some ritual reparation to
Alcmena. When he comes back, says Theocritus, he is just the man to pry
into the Theban secret of the whereabouts of Dirce’s tomb.

What has all this to do with the main themes of the dialogue? It is not
unusual for some minor matters to be discussed before a main theme is
addressed: thus in De Pyth. or. 8-16, several disconnected topics delay
the introduction of the main issue. In De genio, there is a dramatic rea-
son for sending Lysanoridas to Haliartus, since he is (crucially) to be out
of town on the day of the coup. And the series of episodes enhances the
atmosphere: portents ominous for the Spartans, deep concern for Theban
customs and ritual.

67 (578C=579D).

The scene changes to Simmias” house, and a further series of episodes, pre-
liminary both to the development of the plot and to the main discussion,
takes place here. Simmias has been disappointed in his attempt to win
over Leontiadas; but he has learned from him of the arrival of a mysterious
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stranger, who has been performing some ritual at Lysis” tomb, and inquir-
ing for the family of Polymnis, the father of Epaminondas and Caphisias.
Phidolaus, however, is still preoccupied with the Alcmena inscription: can
Simmias throw any light on this (578E)? Only indirectly, it would appear.
Simmias tells a story about another text sent by the Spartans to Egypt,
while he and others were studying there, which turned out to be an ex-
hortation to the Greeks to pursue the arts of peace, not war. The same
message was intended by the oracle given to the Delians, ordering them
to “double the size of the altar’; this baffled them, until Plato explained to
them the necessary mathematics. The true meaning of this oracle, again,
was an exhortation to peace and the civilized pursuits of science and learn-
ing.

Two things are achieved by this section: the Pythagorean stranger is
introduced, and the point is made that science and philosophy go with a
peaceful life. If we venture to look at this in the light of Plutarch’s own
day, it is an acceptance of the role of Greece as the peaceful partner in the
Roman world, whose contribution lies in the sciences and the arts.

8-9 (5679D-580C).

Polymnis arrives. We hear more about the visitor, who will shortly be
brought before the company. Simmias likes very much what he hears of
the man. Galaxidorus does not: to him, the visitor sounds like a super-
stitious charlatan, unworthy of philosophy, which Socrates (in contrast to
Pythagoras and Empedocles) showed to be a rational and down-to-earth
business. This view is at once challenged by the mantis Theocritus, who
thinks thatitimplies an acceptance of the charge of impiety brought against
Socrates by his accusers.

10-12 (580C-582C).

This leads immediately to the daimonion, which (according to Theocritus)

shows Socrates a greater prophet than Pythagoras himself. We may dis-

tinguish five stages in this first ‘act’ of the discussion:

1. Theocritus” acceptance of the fact that Socrates had a divine guide (a
‘“vision” [580C] though this perception will not be maintained), and his
reminiscence of a rather trivial episode in which it figured.

2. Galaxidorus’ argument that Socrates was really skilled in observing
signs (e.g. sneezes or casual words) as other diviners do.

3. Polymnis’ rejection of the sneeze theory (which he attributes to Terp-
sion) on the ground that it could not possibly explain Socrates” nobility
of character, his prophecy of defeat in Sicily, or his inspired behaviour
at the battle of Delium.

4. Polymnis’ appeal to Simmias, supported by Phidolaus.

5. Galaxidorus’ second speech, in which he too defers to Simmias, but (i)
refutes Phidolaus by saying that small signs may indicate great events,
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and using the analogy of writing, in which a few small scratches can
display great wars and sufferings to the literate scholar, and (ii) answers
Polymnis by urging that Socrates called his sign daimonion not out of
pretentiousness but because he knew the difference between agent (the
god) and instrument (the sign).

13-16 (582C-586A).

The discussion is broken off by the entrance of Epaminondas and Theanor,
who dominate the following scene. Theanor explains who he is, and the
circumstances which have led him to track down the exiled Lysis. He has
had a dispute with Epaminondas, because he wishes to pay the family for
their care of Lysis, and Epaminondas refuses to accept anything. A lengthy
dialogue, in a Socratic style, shows Epaminondas able to justify his point of
view. Finally, Theanor gives his decision: Lysis’ body is to remain where
it is. He looks hard at Epaminondas, for he has come to believe that the
young man is guided by the daimon who once guided Lysis.

17-19 (5686 A-588B).

At this point, Phyllidas comes in, and asks the others (including the nar-
rator) to go outside with him. There is cause for alarm: Hipposthenidas
has gone so far as to send a messenger to warn the exiles not to enter the
city. Why? Because he thinks the plot may have been discovered, and he
takes this to be confirmed by a friend’s rather ominous dream. Theocritus
comes to the rescue by suggesting a more favourable interpretation; and
the messenger, Chlidon, unexpectedly returns, having been unable to ride
out to meet the exiles, as he had been ordered, because his wife had lent
his bridle to a neighbour! There had been quite a scene about this; but they
conclude that the alarms were all false, and the plan is to go ahead. The-
ocritus and Caphisias go back to Simmias” house, where the discussion is
still going on.

20-24 (588B-594A).
This central part of the dialogue, the definitive discussion of its nominal
subject, is best considered as a whole.

(1) The narrator has not heard Simmias’ reply to Galaxidorus, and so
cannot tell what it was. This is (I think) an important clue to the gen-
eral tendency of the dialogue. Galaxidorus is not a figure to be ridiculed,
like Thrasymachus in Plato’s Republic or Planetiades in Plutarch’s De de-
fectu (413A-D). True, he is contemptuous of people like Empedocles and
Pythagoras, and Pythagoreanism is very much in evidence in everything
to follow. But it is probably® a mistake to make too much of this. Galaxi-
dorus has maintained Socrates” superiority as a man of reason, and he has

3 But see Pierluigi Donini, “Sokrates und sein Damon im Platonismus des 1. und 2.
Jahrhunderts n. Chr.”, in: BALTEs et al. 2004, 149.
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deferred to Simmias’ superior knowledge. (His view is akin to the Stoic in-
terpretation reported in Cicero [De divinatione 1.122], which treats Socrates
as indeed an observer of signs, but one whose capacity depends on a pure
and chaste mind.) Much of what he said would be acceptable to Plutarch,
and it is worth noting that in one of the very few ancient references to De
genio (Eustratius in Eth. Nic. 5,13 Heylbut), Galaxidorus” and Simmias’
speeches are dovetailed together.

(2) Simmias’ theory.* Simmias believed that Socrates’ daimonion was not
a vision (so Theocritus was wrong), but the apprehension of a thought not
articulated in speech, but rather like the words we seem to hear in dreams.
Socrates’ special aptitude (due to his unconcern with material things) was
to pick up these signals even when awake (the comparison and contrast
with dreams occurs again in Cic. De div. l.c., and is a motif common in
such discussion). The theory is that the thought (logos) of a daimon can
communicate itself to gifted souls without the violent ‘blow” involved in
ordinary communication by sound. These souls yield readily to ‘the in-
tellect (voug) of the higher being...” The best Simmias can do is to make
this plausible by analogies: the ship guided by the tiller, the potter’s wheel
controlled by the fingertip, and our common experience (however diffi-
cult it is to understand the mechanism of it) of the power of mind over
matter (589A-B). There is a sort of illumination or effulgence (dvtavyeia:
see note for the problem of this passage) in the thoughts of the superior
powers which makes them accessible to specially privileged minds; by
contrast, our knowledge of the thoughts of others is dim, mediated only
by voice. If this is hard to grasp (589C), the analogy of sound may help.
Sound depends on an impact made on the air, and we may suppose that
the daimon’s thoughts also produce a physical change, discernible only to
those specially endowed minds. Or try another analogy, this time a mili-
tary one: the presence of sappers in a tunnel can be detected by resonance
on a bronze shield held in the right place. And if (once again) it seems
odd that something we think of as a dream-experience should be possible
to a person who is awake, yet another analogy (suggested by the harmonia
arguments of Phaedo) presents itself: a musician needs his lyre tuned, not
unstrung. The essential point is that Socrates is very special. An oracle
given when he was a child (not otherwise known to us) declared that he
had his best guide within himself. Pressed, this implies that the guide was
in some sense his own vovug: This is inconsistent with the theory of com-

* See R. Heinzr, Xenokrates: Darstellung der Lehre und Sammlung der Fragmente (Leipzig
1892) 102—4; K. RemnHARDT, Kosmos and Sympathie: Neue Untersuchungen iiber Poseidonios
(Miinchen 1926) 214; id., “Poseidonios von Apameia, der Rhodier genannt”, in: RE XXII
1 (1953) [558-826] 803; von ArniM 1921, 3-10; Corru 1970, 53-8; Latranzi 1933, 43-9; van
DER StocKT (1992) 57-8.
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munication just developed, but it is indeed a Platonic idea (Timaeus 90) and
we shall find it again in the myth which soon follows.

This repetitive and complicated speech has been much discussed, and
its “sources’ conjectured. It is no doubt Plutarch’s own synthesis, but there
are some texts, of Platonic provenance, which are very similar to it, and it
may be convenient to mention the most striking of these here:>

(a) Within the writings of Plato himself, one may draw attention to
Critias 109¢c, where Critias describes how in early times the gods guided
human beings “like pilots from the stern of the vessel, ... holding our souls
by the rudder of persuasion” (transl. Jowett).°

(b) Philo, De decalogo 32-35, where it is explained that God spoke to
Moses not with a physical voice but miraculously, ‘commanding an invis-
ible sound to be created in air, more wonderful than any instrument [cf.
588F], not without soul ... but itself a rational soul ... which shaped the air
and gave utterance to an articulate voice.’

(c) Calcidius §255: “the voice of which Socrates was aware was not such
as would result from impact on air, but such as might reveal the presence
and company of a familiar divinity to a soul whose exceptional chastity
made it clean and therefore more intelligent.” Calcidius goes on, almost in
Plutarch’s terms, to draw the comparison between our dream experience
and Socrates’ waking perception of a divine presence.”

(3) The myth of Timarchus.® Timarchus consults the oracle of Tropho-
nius in order to learn about Socrates’ divine warnings. He gets no explicit
answers but he (and we) can draw some conclusions.

In reading the myth, we must of course have in mind both its Platonic
models (esp. Phaedo) and Plutarch’s other attempts in this genre (in De sera
numinis vindicta and De facie).” But we must also remember that there is
much room left for invention, fantasy, and deliberate mystification. Plu-
tarch’s myths (like Plato’s) draw on a fund of religious, philosophical and
scientific lore; but this fund does not amount to a coherent system, and it
would be rash to assume that there is such a thing, and that Plutarch is just
revealing parts of it to us, a bit at a time. (He is not at all like ].R.R. Tolkien.)

Timarchusis probably named after a person mentioned in Theages 129A,
in connection with the daimonion. Plutarch makes him a Chaeronean, and
sets his vision at the great Boeotian oracle of Trophonius at Lebadea. The

> Translations of most of these texts can be found in the Appendix, below pp. 201-207

6 See H.-G. NEsseLraTH, Platon Kritias, Ubersetzung und Kommentar (Gottingen 2006)
132-3.

7 Further development of these ideas is to be found in Neoplatonist texts: note esp.
Hermias in Phaedrum 68-9 CouvreuR, Proclus in rempublicam 2.166 (which explains how
souls converse in Hades).

8 See, in addition to works cited above (n. 4), Hamirron 1934b; Soury 1942, 153-76;
VERNIERE 1977; DiLLoN 1996, 214-6.

? See W. Deuse’s essay, below pp. 169-97.
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story begins (590B—C) with Timarchus lying in the cave (having performed
all the due rituals), not knowing whether he is asleep or awake. He feels
a blow on his head, followed by a pleasurable sensation of rising and ex-
panding, bright light, and a harmonious sound (presumably the music of
the spheres). His soul has escaped from the opening sutures of his skull
(an unparalleled detail in such stories, it would seem). He cannot see the
earth, but when he looks up (from a standpoint not clearly indicated), he
sees innumerable islands moving through a great sea, and all shining with
variously coloured light. These islands are the heavenly bodies, planets
included; the sea represents the whole celestial sphere.!’ There is clearly
(590E) an allusion, not without mystification, to the inclination of the eclip-
tic to the celestial equator. When Timarchus looks down, as he does next
(590F), he sees a dark gulf, from which emerge sounds of human suffer-
ing: this gulf is Hades, and it is (or at least includes) the earth on which we
live.!! Timarchus sees, but as yet does not understand. An unseen speaker
(591A) offers to enlighten him, but only with regard to ‘the realm of Perse-
phone’,!2 because ‘the things above’ belong to ‘other gods’. So the vision
is limited. Persephone’s realm is bounded by Styx, which is, we are told,
the earth’s shadow, periodically in its revolution catching the moon, and
causing an eclipse. Though the voice cannot tell much about the world be-
yond, it does offer a curious metaphysical system (591B), which seems to
be a complication of one set out in De facie (943—4). This involves the triad
Monas-Nous-Physis, which puts us in mind of later Neoplatonism,'3 but
which is no doubt based largely on a text of Plato, Sophist 248.14 The system
plays no part in what follows, for the voice goes on to explain simply that
‘Styx” catches many souls in the air below the moon, and takes them back
for rebirth. Some, the wicked, are rejected by the moon altogether and in
anger; others, whose time has come, are rescued by her, and (presumably)
suffer no further reincarnation.

This is the explanation given by the Voice: all Timarchus can actually
see is a lot of stars moving up and down. These are souls, more or less
obedient to their daimon (or vovg), but also more or less submerged in the
body. This variation in obedience and recalcitrance occurs, it seems, both
in incarnate souls and after death, when the souls seek to escape from the
trammels of the body altogether. But what of Socrates? We must infer that
he was one of these most obedient and least troubled by the demands of the

10Tt cannot be simply the Milky Way, as von ArntM 1921 thought, though one detail —
the white and foamy part of it [590F] — does seem to represent this.

1 Heinze 1892, 135; H. Apawm, Plutarchs Schrift Non posse suaviter vivi secundum Epi-
curum (Amsterdam 1974) 70 n. 18.

12 Which includes the moon: cf. De facie 942D-943C.

" DrLLon 1996, 214-6.

14 ReiNHARDT 1926, 327.
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body, and this was evident in his lifetime: He is not mentioned by name;
the example given is Hermodorus of Clazomenae, whose soul travelled
freely around the world while his body lay asleep.

(4) Theanor’s speech.’® Theanor does not mention Socrates either. He
treats the myth as something to be dedicated to the god, and so uncriti-
cized; he accepts, in general, what Simmias has said. But he has his own
point of view, and presents it in a magisterial fashion. Some men are
specially favoured by gods, and these are they who can understand the
thought of the gods, as is (he thinks) shown by the example of Helenus in
Homer (but see notes). More generally, humans are in the care of daimones,
these being disembodied souls, whose special function seems here to be to
guide towards final salvation souls which have completed their cycle of
births and deaths. This is a classical “demonology’, such as Apuleius and
Maximus use in their accounts of Socrates. Based on classic texts of Hesiod
and Plato, and probably developed by Xenocrates, it is a standard element
in Platonism by Plutarch’s time.!® Where does Socrates fit in? Was he one
of the rare ones guided by a god? We are not told. But the guidance he
receives, we must infer, is from an outside power (as Simmias said), not
from something like his voug, which could be interpreted as within him.

25-34 (594A-598F).

The conclusion of the narrative is rapid and skilful, and is not again inter-
rupted. Epaminondas tells Caphisias to go to the gymnasium; he himself
remains to continue the discussion. For this, he makes his apologia: he will
not take part in violence or illegal executions, but reserves himself to come
to the front later. At the gymnasium, plotting continues, and Archias and
Philip go off to the dinner which is to be fatal to them (25). And now the
conspirators join forces with the twelve exiles, who have had a good omen
(lightning on their right) on entering the city (26). They all meet together at
Charon’s house, and are greatly alarmed when Archias sends for Charon;
he obeys the summons, and leaves his son in his friends’” charge, with an
emotional speech. Cephisodorus and Theocritus advise prompt action, to
preempt betrayal; and they get ready (27-28). But Charon soon returns,
and is quite cheerful: he does not think Archias has had any sure informa-
tion, and there is no reason to believe that the plot has been disclosed (29).
The conspirators hesitate no longer: one party goes to deal with Leonti-
adas, the other (including some disguised as women) to the party having
dinner with Archias. (Archias has in fact had another warning, but has dis-
regarded it, with the remark ‘Serious business tomorrow!” —a saying which
became proverbial). (30). The attack on the dinner is successful, the archon
Cabirichus is killed, the servants killed or locked in (31). Meanwhile, the

15 See Jones 1916, 31-3; Larranzr 1933, 65-7; Soury 1942, 131-40.
16 See J. DiLLoN in BALTES et al. 2004, 123-41.
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second party (which includes Pelopidas) has prevailed against Leontiadas
and Hypates, despite strong resistance (32). Finally, the two parties are
united. Amphitheus and others are released from prison. There is a gen-
eral rising, and the Spartan garrison surrenders (33-34).

3. The Text

De genio (like a number of other works) survives in two manuscripts only,
Par. gr. 1672 (E) and Par. gr. 1675 (B). E probably dates from the second
half of the fourteenth century, B is later. There has been much discussion
of the relation between them (summary in Schréder 1990, 73-80). The con-
clusion here adopted is that B is dependent on E, though not a direct copy.
The consequence is that good readings in B should be accepted as good
conjectures, and that the indications and placing of lacunae in E (though
notinfallible) are more likely to represent the gaps in the damaged ancestor
than those in B. In many places no convincing supplement of the lacunae
is possible; we have made what seem to us probable choices, and the notes
record some other suggestions.

4. Suggested variations from Teubner text

(See also the notes on the translation. Anonymous changes are by D. A.
Russell. Passages are indicated by page and line numbering in the Teubner
edition as well as by the traditional Stephanus pagination.)

461, 10-12 [575C]  —{(wg) TOL HEV TEAOUG TTOAAX KOLVA TIQOG THV TUXNV
€X0VTOog, TOUG ¢ Tals altialg kal Tolg (¢QYoLs avTolg
TIOOT)KOVTOGC) HEQOVS AYWVAGS AQETNG TIQOG T CLV-
TUYXAVOVTA —, KAl TOApAG

462, 1 [575E] dokel kav dveyeipewv (Post)

462, 3 [575E] Hapatvopevov (€€ o0 Liuplag pév kat Képne dot-
TWVTEG) TAQAX LWKQATH

462, 14 [575F] olkelov av €xewv

462, 20 [575F] Aegovtiadav (and throughout, but there must be some
doubt about the form)

463, 28 [576D] Onoevewv (Hartman)

464, 14 [576E] (... WG el u1) mapar) tovTov AR Tivar (Wyttenbach)

464, 23 [576F] undéva (Wyttenbach) twv moAtrtwv

464, 24 [576F] aAAX xwoig aipatog (cf. Einarson)

465,12 [577A] dtakpovwv 0 F'aAaidwoog, “éyyig yao, (eimev, ‘Ap-

xlav 6pw) kat Avoavogidav ...” (?)



465, 21 [577B]

466, 4 [577C]
467, 3 [577F]

468, 2 [578B]
469, 8 [578F]

469, 13 [578F]
469, 17 [578F]
470, 7 [579B]

470, 13 [579C]
471, 20 [579F]
471, 22 [580A]
471, 29 [580A]

473, 7 [580E]

473, 19 [580F]
473, 23 [580F]
474, 4 [581A]

474, 20 [581B]
474, 23 [581C]
476, 15 [582B]
476, 25 [582C]
477,9 [582D]

477,12 [582D]
478, 26 [583B]
478, 27 [583B]
479, 14 [583D]
479, 20 [583D]

481, 20 [584E]
482, 10 [584F]
482,12 [585A]
482, 14 [585A]
482, 15 [585A]
482, 21 [585A]
483, 5 [585C]

483, 15 [585D
483, 18 [585D
484, 25 [586A
485, 18 [586C
486, 4 [586E]

e e
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(ovvedwg d¢ Kat tovg puyddag pEAAovTag) (post
Wilamowitz, qui post Turnebi yoaupatevovia
supplevit cvvedwe ToLg Puyadag péAAovTag

N mAelovg (V)

CULUTIETYVLAY ... TOD UVIHATOC (€keltoy (we can't
be sure what the missing words were)

07O okdToug (Bernardakis)

ov maQ’ Nuav (Reiske)

tot¢ (post Schwartz, qui (@ TOAAX) TOTE)

mEOG £avtov: (0) d¢ (Kronenberg, Waterfield)

n (Waterfield) o (Hartman)

etva v dvetv (Holwerda)

éxBetalovot (Pohlenz)

avdpaot {kai} mEog

Emavadégel TV twv meatewv apxnv (Bernardakis,
after Amyot)

(avexaAeito paokwv avtE) (cf. Amyot)

(Muac aua katy (Wyttenbach)

nopov Tt pavtikng (Holwerda)

(o)X 0lOV Tg, HKEOV OV) Kal kovpov (von Arnim)
lacuna after dokovpev (Waterfield)

to{vov kat loxvv) (cf. De prof. in virt. 12.83B)

{t@ totoo@} (?)

TO dALUOVIOV

tov E€vov €owkev (E)

Kal ovv avTE TV Gidwv (Reiske)

0 dapoviov Avowog (Sandbach)

nipovrtePrivel (Russell 1954)

novn (E)

oL MEOdIDWOL TNV meviav 0Vd” wg Padnv dvinot v
natoov {meviav}

al (YEVOHEVAL HEV) €K KEVQV

nowtoV elrte ‘¢ (cf. E)

{aoxnoews}

NvmeQ ... érudelkvvobe (Wyttenbach)
yopuvalopevol {kai}

dkaoovvng

evdédwke [E]

TV aywvov (Reiske)

dteABdvToC 6 Zippiag 6oov (Wyttenbach)

Vv Lo {10 eidoc}

OLUTIAQETKEVATEY;

‘Hownmdag (Reiske: cf. 511, 19 = 598F)
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487, 21 [587D]
488, 14-5 [587F]

489, 25 [588D]
490, 2 [588D]
490, 11 [588E]
490, 13 [588F]
490, 27 [589A]
491, 1 [589A]
491, 4 [589B]

491, 8 [589B]
491, 10 [589B]
491, 19 [589C]
491, 19-20 [589C]
491, 20 [589C]
492, 22 [589C]
492, 1 [589D]
492, 3 [589D]
492, 17 [589D]
492, 11 [589E]
492, 22 [589F]
492, 24 [589F]
493, 4 [590A]
493, 21 [590C
493, 21 [590C
493, 26 [590C
493, 27 [590C
494, 3 [590C]
494, 9-10 [590D]

— e e —

494, 19 [590E]
495, 14 [591A]
496, 17 [591D]
496, 21 [591E]
497, 2 [591F]

497, 24 [592B]
499, 5-6 [592F]
499, 16 [593B]
499, 21 [593B]
499, 26 [593B]
501, 3 [593F]

D. A. Russell

npoeiAnde (Reiske)

X00VOV* G d¢ (NTOVOA KAL CKEVWEOVEVT) Tot EVOOV,
iKavws anoAavoaoa (E)

(LaAAov akovovaoty, Ut 0¢) (Pohlenz)

undapag et pn) pkoa (Russell 1954)

Braiwg (wg)

évdovoa

Gpa o (E)

0 d¢ ¢ Kwnjoews (Emperius)

AN g owpa kat dixa ¢dwvng (cf. Einarson / de
Lacy)

tomeg pac dvravyelavt (pac fortasse delendum)
tolg dexopévolg (Waterfield) EAAGumovowy

(ti) Oavpalerv a&ov

Kat avto (von Arnim)

VIO TV KQEKTTOVWV)

Abdyov;

tv O aAAwv (E)

a0o6pvpov nbog (E)

kel (Bock) (?)

év avtols (Bernardakis)

(eloayovtwv)

vméQ tovtov (E)

{0V oA

ovoteAdopévnv (Einarson)

nAelova] pellova

éEapePovoag (d)

Badmv (¢myayev (von Arnim) ... petaBoAdg
(¢upeAwc)

AAAaG 0& MOAAAG ... (OvV)edpéAkeoDatL ) (Tng Oa-
A&TTNG QOM, Kal avTnS KUKAw) oxedov DTtopeQoué-
V1S

toUTwV] tavtnV (cf. Verniere)

wg] num fjv ?

avaxpadetoat (Wyttenbach)

(dKTVOV) dedLKOTOG (after Caster)

duadpepouevol (E)

evOeévde (E)

unodevi mw Post (undevi mn E)

ATIO TAVTOL YEVOUG

svBVVoOVTEG,

fortasse Tt TQoOTATTOUEVOV

(nedinow) nuacg



502, 12 [594D]

502, 20 [594E]
503, 22 [595A]
504, 3 [595B]
504, 29 [595E]
505, 6 [595E]
507, 9 [596F]
507, 11 [596F]
511, 8 [598E]
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TeQLTNG (...) Yuvaukoc: (Omavdoov) Bernardakis, (ya-
petnc) Post

vnepPardvteg (Herwerden)

mlavov elvat

TEOG TO CUUTIECOVHEVOV (an QOGS TO CLUTITITOV?)
Kndroddwoog (0) Ato(yeytovog (Wilamowitz)

1eog avOpwTovg (Russell 1954)

katakekAaopuévog (E)

UTéQ Tivwv omovdaiwv (Herwerden)

éxkoltoug (Wilamowitz)






B. Text, Translation and Notes



575A

575B

575C

575D

575E

ITAovtapxov

ITept Tov ZwkpAaToug datpoviov

1. (A.) Zwyoddov tvog, w Kadoila, <péuvnual mote> mepl twv Oew-
HEVWV TOVG YeYQaUIEVOLUS Tivakag Adyov o GpavAov akovoag &v ei-
KOVL AeAeypévov. €dn ya éotkéval ToUg pEV DLOTAG Kat atéxvoug Oe-
atag OXAov OpoL MOAUV domalopévols, Toug d¢ Koppoug kat GAoTé-
XVoug ka0' EkaoToV I TWV EVIVYXAVOVTWY TEOCAYOQEVOUVTL. TOIG UEV
Y& 0UK AKQLBTG AAAX TOTIQ TV Yy VETAL HOVOV 1) TWV ATIOTEAEOUATWY
oVVOYILS, TOUG O¢ T1) KOLOEL KATX EQOG TO £QYOV DA UPAVOVTAC OVOEV
aBéatov ovd' dmEocPwvnToV EKPevYEL TWV KAAQG T) TOLVAVTIOV YeYO-
VOTWV. olpat dr) kol el tag aAnOwvag meaéels Opolws T HEV AQYOTE-
0w TV dlavolay EEaQKELV TMEOG loToRlay, el TO KePAAALOV AUTO KAl TO
TiéQag TTOOOLTO TOV TEAYHATOGC, TOV O& PIAOTIHOV Kl PLAOKAAOV TV UTT
QQETNG WOTEQ TEXVNG HEYAANG ATelRYaopévwY Oeatnv ta kaO' Eékaxota
HaAAOV evdoaivery — (W) ToL péEV TEAOVE TOAAX KOV TTEOG TNV TUXTV
€X0oVTOog, TOUG 0¢ TalS altiaig Kal TolS (¢0YO0LS AUTOIG TTQOOT)KOVTOG) Hé-
Q0UG AYWVAG AQETNG TOOS TX CUVTVYXAVOVTA —, Kal TOANAG Epudoovac
TIAQX TX DELVA KaBoQWVTA KA Katl mdOeL pepry Hévov AoyLoHoD. TOV-
TOL OT) TOL Yévoug Twv Beatwv kat NUAS VIOAQUPBAVWY elval dieABE
TE TNV TEAELV MUV ATt &QXTS WS €mEdx 01 Kat ToL Adyov (petddog Ov
axovopev) YevéoDat (Tdte 00V) MAQOVTOG, WS €HOL UNd' av elg OnPag
€Tl TOUTE KAToKVoavTog EADELY, el pr) kal vov ABnvaiolg meépa Tov
déovTtog €doKoLV PowTiCerv.

(K.) AAA" €deL pév, @ Apxédape, oL Ot evvolav oUTw MEOOVHWES T
nemeaypéva padetv omovddlovtog ué ‘kal doxoAlag vméptepov Oé-
oBat’ kata ITtvdapov to 0evE' EADeLY Emi Th)v dujynotv: 10 d¢ mEeoPeiag
adrypévoug éveka Kal oXoATV dyovtag, &xXoL oL TG ATIOKQLOELS TOV O1)-
pov AaBwpev, dvtiteivery Kal aypotkiCeoOat meog evyvwpova kat Pi-
Aov étalpov dokel kav aveyelpety T kKata Bouwtwv agxatov eig pooAo-
Yiov Ovedog 1)on pagavopevov (€€ o0 Lippiag pév kat KéBne portawv-
TEG) OO LWKQATI TOV VUETEQOV, THELS OE TAQX AVOLV TOV LEQOV OTIOV-
ddlovteg oUTw dlepavnuev. AAA' pa TOVSE TAROVTAG, €L TEOS AKEOAT LY
Apa mEAEewv Kat AOYwv T0000TWV eVKalpws €Xovatv: o yaQ Poaxv



Plutarch

On the daimonion of Socrates

1. [575A] [Archedamus:]' T remember, Caphisias,2 that I once heard a
painter use rather an apt image to describe people who look at pictures.?
[575B] He said that a layman with no knowledge of the art was like a man
addressing a whole crowd at once, whereas the sophisticated connoisseur
was more like someone greeting every person he met individually. Lay-
men, you see, have an inexact and merely general view of works of art,
while those who judge detail by detail let nothing, whether well or badly
executed, pass unobserved or without comment. It is much the same, I
fancy, with real events. For the [575C] lazy-minded, it satisfies curiosity
to learn the basic facts and the outcome of the affair; but the devotee of hon-
our and beauty, who views the achievement of the great Art (as it were) of
Virtue, takes pleasure rather in the detail, because — since the outcome has
much in common with Fortune, while the part of the matter <concerned
with>motives and <the action itself>* involves conflicts between virtue and
circumstance — he can there observe instances of intelligent daring in the
face of danger, where rational calculation is mixed with moments of crisis
and emotion. So please regard us [575D] as viewers of this sort, tell us
the story of the whole action from the beginning, and <share> with us the
discussions which <we hear> took place <then in your> presence, bearing
in mind that I should not have hesitated even to go to Thebes for this, if I
were not already thought by the Athenians to be too pro-Boeotian.
[Caphisias:] The very fact, Archedamus, that your goodwill makes you
so eager to hear what happened would itself have obliged me to ‘put it
above all business’, as Pindar® says, and make the journey to Athens to tell
the tale; but as we are here anyway for an embassy,® and have time to spare
until we get the people’s answer, [575E] any ill-mannered resistance to so
well-disposed a friend would be likely to revive the old reproach against
the Boeotians’ for their dislike of culture, though that has been fading away
<ever since Simmias and Cebes>® showed themselves enthusiastic students
of your Socrates, and my family of the holy man Lysis.” But what about
these people here? Do they have time to listen to such a lot of incidents



575F

576A

576B

576C

576D

20 Text (1.575E-2.576D)

UNKOG £€0TL TG dNYNoews, €mel oL Kal ToLG AOYOoUg TtRoomeQBaAéoBat
KeAgvelc.

(A.) Ayvoeis, @ Kaduola, tovg avdoag; 1§ unv a&lov eidévat matéowyv
ovtag dyabwv kat mEOg DUAS olkelws €XOVTWV. O0L HEV €0TIV AdEADL-
dovg BpacvPBovAov AvotBetdng, 6dt d¢ TypndOeoc Kdvwvog vidg, odToL d'
Apxtvov maideg, ol 0' dAAoL ¢ Etaplag (kat avTol TNC) NUETEQAS TTAV-
TEG WOTE 0oL O€aTEOV €DVOLV KAl OlKELOV AV E€XELV TIV duynoLv.

(K.) EO Aéyerc. dAAa Tic &v ULV HETOLOG AQXT) YEVOLTO TG dINYN0ews
TEOG &G loTe MEALELS;

(A.) Hpeig, © Kaduoia, oxedov wg eixov at Onpat meo g kabodov
TV PLYAdWV ErioTapeda. kal Y&, wg ot meot Apxiav kat Aeovtiddav
Dopidav meloavteg €v omovdaic kataAafetv v Kadpeiav tovg pév
£&€Barov Twv oAtV Tovg d¢ POPw katelpyov | &oyovteg avtol ma-
0avOHWG Kal Paiwg, éyvouev évtava twv meol MéAwva kat ITeAoTti-
dav, wg oloBa, dLOEeVoLyevouevoLKkKal TtaQ' OV XQOVOV Edevyov ael oLV-
duxtpifovrtec avtols kat MAAWY wg Aakedapoviot PoBidav pév eCnui-
woav eni T v Kaduelav katalapetv kai g eic OAvvOov otoatnyi-
ag aréotnoav, Avoavopldav d¢ Toltov avTov Avt' ékelvov méupavteg
EYKQATEOTEQOV £DEOVEOLV TV AKQAV, NKOVOAUEV" EYVWUEV D& KAL TOV
Tounviav oV Tov BeAtiotov Bavdtov TLxOVT €VOVG Ao TNG dIKNG TNC
TeQL aLTOL Yevopévng, I'opyidov mdvta toig puydot devEO dx YO UA-
TV EEayyeldavtog. wote ool AeimeTat T el TV K&AB0dOV ATV TV
PV Kal TNV KATAALO LV TV TVEAVVW@YV duyeloOat.

2. (K)) Kat pnv éxetvauig ye taic Nuéoats, @ AQxEdape, mavtes ol twv
TIOATTOMEVWV HETEXOVTES elOeLeV €lG TV LIHUIOV OVVIOVTES Okl
€K TIVOG TTANYNG TeQL TO OKEAOG AVAAXUBAVOVTOS AUTOV EVIVYXAVELY
pev aAAnAolg el tov denoete, pavews de datoifety Emi Adyols kat di-
Aoocodla, TOAALKIS épeArkOuevol TOV Agylav kal TOV AeovTIAdaV €1g TO
AVOTIOTTOV OUK OVTAG AAAOTOIOUG TAVTATIAOL TG TOLXUTNG dXTOLBTG.
Kal yap 0 Zippiag moALV xoovov Emi g E€vng yeyovws Kat memAa-
vNuévog év dAAodamois avOowmolg 0Alyw meoolev eig OnPag adikto
HVOwV te MavTodATWY Kal AOYwV BagPagikwyv DMOMAEwS WV OToTE
TUYXAVOL OXOATV &ywv 0 Apxiag, Ndéwe NKEOATO OLYKADLELS peTa TV
VEwV Kat BOLAOHEVOC TUAG €V AGYOLS dldyev LAAAOV 1) TROTEX ELV TOV
VOOV 0i¢ €mEaTToV EKeVOL. TNG O NUEQAS EKELVG, €V 1) OKOTOUG €DeL Ye-
VOUEVOUL TOVG PUYADdAG TKELV KQUPA TIOOG TO TELXOS, APUKVELTAL TIC éV-
0évde Degevikov mépPavTog avOowog ovdeVL TV TtarR” ULV 1) Xdowvi
YVWELHOG® €DMAOL 0¢ TV PUYADdWV OVTAS dWDEKA TOVG VEWTATOUG Lle-
T KuvV Ttepl Tov Kibapwva Onpevery wg mpog éoméoav apléopévoue:
aVTOG & MEeUPON VAL TAVTA TE TTROEQWV KAL TNV OlKkilary €V 1) kKQUPTjoovTAaL
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and conversations? The story is not a short one, since you are asking me
to include the discussion as well.

[Archedamus:] You don’t know them, Caphisias. But you should: they
are sons of brave fathers who were also friends of Thebes. [575F] Lysithei-
des here is the nephew of Thrasybulus. This one is Timotheus, Conon’s
son. These are the sons of Archinus.!” The others <too> are <themselves>
all members of our group. So your story will find!! a well-disposed and
congenial audience.

[Caphisias:] Good! But what, from your point of view, would be the
proper place to begin the story, having regard to the events you know al-
ready?

[Archedamus:] Well, Caphisias, we know more or less the condition of
Thebes before the return of the exiles. How Archias and Leontiadas!? per-
suaded Phoebidas®® to seize the Cadmeal? in a time of truce, and how they
expelled some of the citizens [576A] and terrorized the rest by their vi-
olent and lawless rule — all that we learned from people like Melon!® and
Pelopidas,'® whose hosts we were (as you know) and in whose company
we constantly were throughout their exile. Again, we have heard how the
Lacedaemonians fined Phoebidas for his seizure of the Cadmea, removed
him from the command of the expedition to Olynthus,!” but sent Lysanori-
das!® with two colleagues to Thebes in his place, reinforcing the garrison
on the citadel. We know also that Ismenias!® came to an unhappy end
straight after his trial; Gorgidas® reported all this to the exiles in his let-
ters. [576B] So what is left for you is to tell us about the actual return of
our friends and the overthrow?! of the tyrants.??

2. [Caphisias:] It was in those very days, Archedamus, that all of us who
were involved in the affair used to meet in Simmias’?® house, where he was
recovering from a leg injury; we could discuss with one another whatever
was necessary, but ostensibly we were occupying the time with philosoph-
ical discussion, and we often brought Archias and Leontiadas along to al-
lay suspicion, for they were no strangers to this kind of discourse. [576C]
Simmias, having spent a long time abroad?* and wandered among many
kinds of people, had recently returned to Thebes, full of all sorts of stories
and exotic lore. Archias enjoyed listening to this when he had leisure; he
relaxed in the company of the young, and he would rather we spent our
time in these discussions than in addressing our minds to what he and his
friends were doing. Now, on the day when the exiles were due to come
secretly up to the wall after dark, a person arrived from Athens, sent by
Pherenicus® but known to none of our party except Charon.?® He brought
word that the youngest of the exiles, twelve in number,?” were hunting
with hounds on Cithaeron,?® [576D] intending to reach their destination
at evening. He himself had been sent (he said) to give notice of this and
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to ascertain who was to provide a house where they could be hidden on
arrival, so that they could know and make their way straight there. While
we were puzzling over this, and considering the question, Charon offered
to provide the house himself. The man therefore decided to return to the
exiles with all speed.

3. At this, Theocritus the diviner? gripped my hand hard, and looked to-
wards Charon as he went on his way. ‘Caphisias,” he said, ‘that manis nota
philosopher, and he has not enjoyed any remarkable or special education,
like your brother Epaminondas.® But you see that he is naturally guided
by the laws®! to do the honourable thing, and willingly incurs great danger
in his country’s cause. Epaminondas, on the other hand, who regards him-
self as superior to all the Boeotians because he has been educated for virtue
is dull and unenthusiastic...>? as though he will one day use his splendid
natural endowments and training, <if not for this, then for> what better
occasion?’ [576F] ‘My dear enthusiastic Theocritus,” I replied, “we are do-
ing what we resolved to do. Epaminondas, being unable to persuade us to
give it up, as he thinks we should, is quite reasonably resisting requests to
do something for which he is not suited and which he does not approve.
If a doctor promised to cure a disease without knife or cautery, you would
surely not be justified in forcing him to operate or cauterize.” <Of course
not,’ said Theocritus.>* ‘So he too... <undertakes> not <to put> any citi-
zen <to death> without trial <except in cases of great necessity>,>* but also
to cooperate enthusiastically with attempts to liberate the city <without>%
civil bloodshed and slaughter. However, as he cannot convince the ma-
jority, and we have taken this path, he asks us to let him remain pure and
innocent of bloodshed and wait on events, [577A] so as to contribute to the
advantage as well as the justice of our cause. The action, he believes, will
not be limited: Pherenicus® and Pelopidas will perhaps concentrate their
attentions on the guilty and the wicked, but once Eumolpidas and Sami-
das,®” passionate men and quick to anger, get their chance in the night,
they will not lay down their swords till they have swamped the whole city
with blood and killed many of their private enemies.’

4. While I was having this conversation with Theocritus, Galaxidorus®
cut us short, <saying ‘I see Archias and>* the Spartan Lysanoridas near by,
hurrying from the Cadmea as though to join us.” [577B] So we stopped,
and Archias called Theocritus, led him up to Lysemoridas,40 and talked
with him privately for some time, turning off the road a little way below
the Amphion,41 so that we were on tenterhooks, for fear that they had some
suspicion or information and were questioning Theocritus about it. Mean-
while, Phyllidas*? (you know whom I mean, Archedamus), who was at
that time clerk to the polemarchs,43 <and who knew that the exiles were
due>* to arrive and was privy to our scheme, grasped me by the hand,
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and, in his usual way, made a show of joking about my athletic inter-
ests and my wrestling, but then took me aside from the others and asked
whether the exiles were keeping to their day. I said they were, and he went
on: [577C] ‘SoIwasright, then, to make preparations to entertain Archias
today and make him an easy prey for our friends when he is in drink.’

“You were very right, Phyllidas,” I said, “and do try to collect all or most
of our enemies together.”

‘Not easy,” he said, ‘indeed impossible. Archias is expecting a certain
distinguished lady to visit him at that time, and he doesn’t want Leonti-
adas there. So we must divide them between the houses. If Archias and
Leontiadas are dealt with first, [577D] the rest will either flee and be out
of our way;, or else stay quietly, content just to be offered safety.’

‘That’s what we’ll do, then,” said I, “but what is the business that those
people are talking to Theocritus about?’ ‘<I can’t say>* for sure,” he said, ‘or
out of knowledge, but I heard there had been some signs and prophecies
ominous and threatening to Sparta’...40

Phidolaus of Haliartus*” met us and said ‘Simmias <asks you> to wait

here a little, because he is having a private conversation with Leontiadas
about Amphitheus,*® pleading with him to arrange for the man’s sentence
[577E] to be commuted from death to exile.”
5. “You've come at the right moment,” said Theocritus, ‘and as though it
was meant. I wanted to ask what was found, and, in general, what was
the appearance of Alcmena’s tomb* when it was opened in your country
— if, that is, you were present yourself when Agesilaus® sent and had the
remains removed to Sparta.’>!

‘No,” said Phidolaus, ‘I wasn’t present, and, thanks to all my indigna-
tion and complaints to my fellow-citizens, I was left out by them. How-
ever, what was found was ... of a body,”* [577F] a bronze bracelet of no
great size, and two pottery jars containing earth compressed and hard-
ened like stone by the passage of time; ...> the tomb <there was> a bronze
tablet with much writing on it, wonderfully ancient. This writing appeared
clearly when the bronze was washed, but it allowed nothing to be made
out, because the form of the characters was peculiar and foreign, very like
the Egyptian. For this reason, as they said, Agesilaus sent a copy to the
king,>* asking him to show it to the priests to see if they could understand
it. But Simmias may perhaps have something to tell us about this, since at
that time [578A] he was much in contact with the priests in Egypt for phi-
losophy. As for the people of Haliartus, they think that the great dearth
and overflowing of the lake®® was not fortuitous, but was a visitation of
wrath come upon them from the tomb for allowing it to be dug up.’
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Theocritus paused a moment, and then said: ‘It looks as though the di-
vine powers are angry with the Lacedaemonians too, to judge by the signs
about which Lysanoridas has just now been consulting me. He’s now gone
off to Haliartus to fill in the grave again, and offer libations [578B] to
Alcmena and Aleos, in accordance with some oracle, though he does not
know who Aleos was.>® On his return, he is just the sort of man to investi-
gate the tomb of Dirce; it is unknown to the Thebans, except to those who
have been hipparchs.” The outgoing hipparch takes his successor alone at
night and shows him the tomb; they then perform certain rituals without
fire, the traces of which they destroy and obliterate, before going their sep-
arate ways under cover of darkness. I, however, Phidolaus .98 <don’t>
think that he will easily find them, since most of the lawfully appointed
hipparchs are in exile — [578C] all of them indeed, except Gorgidas and
Plato,” and they would be too afraid of these men to seek to interrogate
them. The present office-holders on the Cadmea receive the spear and the
seal, but without knowing anything or ... .0
6. While Theocritus was speaking Leontiadas came out with his friends,
and we went in and greeted Simmias. He was sitting on his bed,®! very
thoughtful and distressed, having (I suppose) failed to obtain his request.
He looked at us all. ‘Heracles!” he cried, [578D] ‘what savage, barbarous
ways! Wasn't it clever of old Thales,®?> when he came home from abroad
after a long absence and his friends asked him what was the most novel
thing he had discovered, to answer ‘An old tyrant’?%®> Even if one has suf-
fered no personal wrong, one comes to hate unlawful and irresponsible
power out of disgust for the oppressiveness and difficulty of living with
it. But maybe God will take care of all this. But do you people know the
stranger who has come to visit your family, Caphisias?’

‘I don’t know who you mean,” I said.

‘Nevertheless,” he said, ‘Leontiadas <alleges> that a man has been seen
by Lysis’® tomb, getting up before daylight, an impressive figure, [578E]
with a large and well-equipped group of attendants, having slept out there
on straw. A bed of agnus castus®® and tamarisk could be seen, and the re-
mains of burnt offerings and libations of milk. And in the morning (Leon-
tiadas tells me) the man asked passers-by whether he would find the sons
of Polymnis® in town.’

“Who can the stranger be?’ I said, ‘from what you say, he seems to be
someone special, and not just an ordinary person.’

7. ‘Indeed not,” said Phidolaus, ‘but we’ll make him welcome when he
comes to us. But for the moment, Simmias, tell us if you know anything
more about the writing that we were puzzling over just now. [578F] The
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priests in Egypt, you see, are said to have understood the writing on the
tablet which®” Agesilaus obtained from us when he had Alcmena’s tomb
dismantled.’

Simmias recollected at once. ‘I don’t know this tablet, Phidolaus,” he
said, ‘but the Spartan Agetoridas®® brought many writings from Agesilaus
to Memphis to the prophet Chonouphis® ... <with whom>"" I and Plato
and Ellopion”! of Peparethus were then studying philosophy. He came on
a mission from the king with orders to Chonouphis to translate the writ-
ings, if he could understand them, and then send them straight back to him.
Chonouphis spent three days on his own studying all kinds of scripts in
ancient books, and then replied to the king, [579A] and explained to us,
that the text ordered the holding of a competition in honour of the Muses.
The alphabet, he told us, was that in use in the reign of Proteus,”? which
Heracles the son of Amphitryon”® had learned; but the god’s intention in
the writing was to urge and exhort the Greeks to live in leisure and peace,
competing always in philosophy, laying weapons aside and deciding ques-
tions of right with the aid of the Muses and of reason. We thought at the
time that this was well said by Chonouphis, and even more so when, on
our return voyage from Egypt, [579B] we were met in Caria’* by some
Delians, who asked Plato, as a mathematician, to solve an extraordinary
oracle which the god had given them. The oracle said that the Delians
and the rest of the Greeks would find a respite from their present trou-
bles by doubling the altar at Delus.”® They were unable to understand the
meaning, and made a ridiculous mistake in the construction of the altar: by
doubling each of the four sides, they inadvertently produced a solid eight
times as large, because they were ignorant of the proportion by which” a
linear duplication is produced. [579C] So they wanted to call in Plato to
solve their problem.

‘Remembering the Egyptian prophet, Plato declared that the god was
alluding humorously to the Greeks’ neglect of education, scorning our
ignorance, as it were, and bidding us make mathematics our prime con-
cern. Finding the mean proportionals, which is the only way of doubling
a cube by an equal extension of each dimension, is not a job for a weak or
dim intellect, but for one thoroughly trained in the use of geometrical dia-
grams. Eudoxus of Cnidus (he told them) or Helicon of Cyzicus’”” would
do it. However, they should not think this was what the god really de-
sired, rather, he was bidding all Greeks [579D] to give up war and evil
doing, consort with the Muses, calm their emotions by rational discussion
and study, and live innocently and profitably with one another.””®
8. Simmias was still speaking when my father Polymnis came in and sat
down beside him. “Epaminondas,” he said, ‘begs you and all these others,
if you have no more important business, to wait here, because he wants
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Kkat Aoyw viipovTt pettévat v aAnOeway.’



Translation 31

to introduce our visitor to you. He is a noble person, who has come with
a noble and honourable purpose from Italy, <sent by> the Pythagoreans.
The purpose of his visit is to offer libations to old Lysis at his tomb, [579E]
in consequence (he says) of certain dreams and vivid visions.” He is also
bringing a large sum in gold, and thinks he ought to repay Epaminondas
for his care of the old man. He is very keen on this, though we neither need
nor desire any help for our poverty’.

Simmias was delighted. ‘He sounds a wonderful man,” he said, ‘and
worthy of philosophy. But why has he not come straight to us?’

[579F] ‘I think,” replied Polymnis, ‘that, after he has spent the night by
Lysis’ tomb, Epaminondas took him to wash to the Ismenus.®’ They will
come to us next. He had encamped by the tomb before meeting us, with
the intention of collecting the remains of the body and taking them to Italy,
unless some divine opposition to this occurred during the night.” Having
said this, my father remained silent.

9. Galaxidorus®! then spoke up. “Heracles!” he cried, ‘how hard it s to find
a man free of humbug and superstition! Some are involuntary victims of
these feelings through inexperience or weakness; but there are others who,
in order to be thought special favourites of the gods, ascribe their actions to
divine intervention, and make dreams, visions and such pretentious non-
sense [580A] a cover for their own thoughts. It may be quite useful for
politicians who® are forced to deal with a wilful and disorderly popula-
tion to use superstition as a kind of curb to rein back and divert the masses
in the right direction.®> But for philosophy, this sort of decoration is not
only indecorous,3 but contrary to her professed aims, if, after promising
to teach the good and the expedient rationally, she refers® the origin of ac-
tions to the gods, as though she disdained reason, and then, dishonouring
her own speciality, demonstration, turns instead to prophecies and dream-
visions, in which [580B] the poorest mind is often no less successful than
the best. And that, Simmias, is why your Socrates seems to me to have
adopted a more philosophical style of education and argument, by choos-
ing this simple and unaffected approach as a mark of liberality and love
of truth, and blowing the humbug, which is a sort of philosophical smoke,
off onto the sophists.”

‘Why do you say that, Galaxidorus?’ replied Theocritus, has Meletus®
persuaded you too that Socrates despised the divine?®” That was the accu-
sation [580C] he brought against him in the Athenian court.’

‘No,” he answered, ‘not the divine; but it was a philosophy laden with
visions and fables that he took over from Pythagoras ...% <and> Empedo-
cles; she was in a state of complete intoxication, but he accustomed her to
come to her senses, as it were, in the face of the facts,? and pursue the truth
with sober reason.’
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10. ‘Well then,” said Theocritus, “‘what do we say about Socrates’ daimo-
nion, my good friend? Is it a fiction, or what? Nothing related of Pythago-
ras’ power of prophecy has seemed to me as impressive and divine as this.
Just as Homer makes Athena “stand beside” Odysseus “in all his troubles’,”
so, it would seem, the divine power gave Socrates from the beginning a
vision which alone [580D] ‘went before him and gave light*! in dark af-
fairs, inscrutable to human thinking, wherein the power (daimonion) often
agreed with him, lending divine sanction to his own choices. You must ask
Simmias and Socrates’ other friends about most of these happenings, and
the more important ones; but here is one at which I was present myself.
When we paid a visit to Euthyphron®? the diviner, Socrates — you remem-
ber this, Simmias — was walking towards the Symbolon and Andocides’
house,” all the time questioning and puzzling Euthyphron in his playful
way. Then he suddenly stopped and concentrated on his own thoughts in
silence for some time, [580E] before turning round and going down Box-
makers’ Street’ and <tried to call back> those of his friends who had gone
ahead, <saying>” that ‘the daimonion had happened’.”® Most of us turned
back with him (including me, who was sticking close to Euthyphron), but
some young people went straight on, hoping to prove Socrates’ daimonion
wrong, and they took Charillus®” the piper with them; he too had come
to Athens with me to visit Cebes.”® As they were going down Statuaries’
Street, by the lawcourts,”” they were confronted by a herd of pigs, [580F]
covered in mud and jostling one another because there were so many of
them. There was no escape: the pigs knocked some of the young people
over and bespattered others. Charillus arrived with his legs and his cloak
all muddied. So <we> always laugh when we remember Socrates’ daimo-
nion, <at the same time>1"" marvelling at the way the divine power never
abandoned or neglected the man in any circumstances.’
11. ‘Do you say this, Theocritus,” said Galaxidorus, ‘because you think
that Socrates” daimonion possessed some special and peculiar power, rather
than that the man had assured himself by experience of some department
of common divination,'?! and used this to tip the balance of his thinking
in obscure or inscrutable matters? A single weight by itself does not turn
the scale, [581A] but if it is added to an evenly-balanced load, it pulls
the whole thing down. Likewise, a sneezel®? or a casual word!® or some
such sign, <being small> and light, <cannot>!** determine a weighty mind
to action; but, added to one of two opposing calculations, it resolves the
doubt by destroying the equipoise. Movement and impulse follow.’
‘Indeed, Galaxidorus,” put in my father, ‘I myself heard from a Megar-
ian, who heard it from Terpsiom,105 that Socrates” daimonion was a sneeze,
his own or another’s. If someone sneezed on the right, either behind [581B]
or in front, it impelled him to act; if on the left, it deterred him. As to his



581C

581D

581E

581F

34 Text (11.581B—12.581F)

Ewv, el 0 €€ aplotepag, dnotpémeoOar TV O AVTOL MTAQUWV TOV UEV
ETL HEAAOVTOG BEBatovv TOV O’ 10N TEACCOVTOG ETEXELY KALKWAVELY THV
OQUNV. AAA” €kelvO oL dokel OavaoTOV, €L TTAQUQ XOWHEVOS OV TOVTO
TOLG £TAlQOIG AAAX daLOVIOV elvat TO KWADOV 1) keAgvov EAeye TGOV
YO av v Tvog, @ Gpide, KEVOL Kal KOUTOL TO TOLOVTOV, OUK AANOeiag
Kal anAdTTog 0lg TOV avdoa péyav ws aANOws kal diaxdégovta Twv
TIOAAQ@V YeYOVEVAL DOKOVHEV ***, DO hwvng €EwOeV 1) MTAQUOV TIVOS
omnvika ToxoL BopuPovpevov éktwv MEafewv avateémeobat kat mEo-
teoOat to dedoypévov. al de¢ LwkQATOLS OQHAL TO(VOV Kal loxLV) €xov-
oatLKat 0podEoOTNTA halvovTal TEOS ATAV, WS AV €€ 000N Kat loXveag
aPeLpéval KQIoews Kat AQXNG TeVIA YAQ EUUEVAL TTAQX TTAVTA TOV Bi-
oV €KOVLOIWS oLV TOOVT) KAl XAQLTL TWV dOVTWYV EXELV DUVAHEVOV Kal
dLAoocodlag un €KoTnvaL TEOG TOOAVTA KWAVHATA KAl TEAOG €lg ow-
motav kat GuyNV avT@ OTOLING ETAPWYV KAl TTAQATKEVTG EVUTXAVOL
Yevopévng unte kapudOnval Atmagovot purd” voxwenoat T Oavatw
nteAdCovtt, XoNoOat O ATEémTw T AOYLOHQ TTEOS TO deVOV, OVK E0TLY
AavdEOG €K KANOOVWYV 1) MTaguwV petaBaAlopévny Ote TOXOL VUV
€xovtog aAA” Vo pellovog émotaciag kat dQXNS AYOUEVOL TEOS TO
KaAOV. axovw d¢ kat v év LikeAla g AOnvalwv duvdpews pOogav
TIQOELTIELY AVTOV €VIolS TV PlAwv. kat mEdTeQoV €Tt TovTwV ITuoAdu-
g 6 Avtipvtog adovg €v 1) duwéet el AjAov VP’ uwv dogatiw
TETOWHEVOGS, WG NKOVOE TV ETL TAG OTIOVOAGS Adkopévwv AOvnOev,
OtL ZwkAatng pet AAkiBadov kat Adyntog témt Prylotnct kataBag
QATIOVEVOOTHKOL, TTOAAX HEV TOVTOV aveKaAEoaTo, TTOAAX 0& PIAovg TI-
vag Kat Aox(tag oig ovvéRT pet” avtov apa TV ITdovnOa pevyovory
OO TV MUeTéQWV IMmMéwVv amobavelv, wg TOL LWKOATOUS dALpoViov
TIAQAKOVOAVTAG ETEQAV OOV OV)X TV EKETVOG T]YE TOETMOUEVOUG ATIO TG
HAXNG. tavta O’ oipat kat Xippiav axnroévat.”

‘moAAGkIS” 0 Zippiag Epn “kat moAA@V- dieor)O1 Yo ovk Neéua to
Zwkpdtovg AOrvnov ék Tovtwv datpoviov.”
12. ‘Tt odv,” 6 PedoAaog eimev ‘@ Lippio; F'ada&idwoov édowpev mat-
Covta kata&AAELY TOOOVTO pHavTelag £QYOV €lg TTAQUOUS Kol KANOO-
vag, oig kal ot ToAAOL Kat dTaL TeQl HIKQA TEOOXQWVTAL Kot taiCov-
teg, Otav d¢ kivdvvol PagvtegotL kal pelloves kKataA&Pwot TEAEeLs, exel-

“y

vo ytyvetat 1o Evgintidelov ,,000¢ic 010100V Tl Tt pwoatvel TEAaG”;

kat 0 FaAa&idwoog ‘Zippiov pév,” édn ‘PedoAae, meol ToVTWY, €l Tt
LZwKQAToug avtog Aéyovtog fkovoey, £tolnog akgoaobatkal met@eoOat
pHed” vuwv: T O VMO ooL AeAeypéva kat IToAVUVIOG 0V XaAemov dve-



Translation 35

own sneezes, one that happened while he was still hesitating confirmed
his resolution, but if he had already begun to act it checked and stopped
his impulse. What surprises me is that, if he was depending on a sneeze,
he did not tell his friends that it was this that stopped or encouraged him,
but that it was the daimonion. Such behaviour, my friend, would have been
a sign of empty affectation and pretentiousness, not of the truthfulness
and simplicity in which we believe Socrates” greatness and superiority to
the mass of mankind to have consisted...!% to be thrown into a panic and
made to retreat from actions and abandon a decision because of a voice
from outside or a fortuitous sneeze. [581C] Socrates’ impulses, on the
contrary, clearly possessed...1% <tension and vigour> in all circumstances,
springing as they did from a correct and powerful judgement and princi-
ple. To remain voluntarily in poverty all his life, when he could have had
relief which others would have been pleased and charmed to give; not to
abandon philosophy despite all the obstacles in his way; and finally, when
friends’ zeal and means were available to assure his safety in exile, not to
yield to their insistence nor shrink before the approach of death, but to
face [581D] the terrible moment with unflinching reason — these are not
the actions of a man whose mind can be changed fortuitously by casual
words or sneezes, but of one who is guided towards the honourable by
some superior control and rule. I have heard too that he foretold to some
of his friends the destruction of the Athenian force in Sicily. 1% There is an
even earlier instance. Pyrilampes,'? the son of Antiphon, was wounded
by a spear and captured by our men in the pursuit at Delium;!'? and when
he was told by the people who came from Athens to negotiate the truce,
that Socrates, with Alcibiades and Laches, had gone down to (?Rhegiste)111
[581E] and got home safely, thereafter often called to mind both Socrates
and some friends and comrades who had fled with him by Parnes!!? and
been killed by our cavalry. He said they had not heeded Socrates’ daimo-
nion, and had left the battlefield by a different route from that by which he
was leading them. I imagine Simmias has heard all this too.”

‘Often,” said Simmias, ‘and from many people. There was a lot of talk
at Athens about Socrates” daimonion because of this.’
12. ‘Well then, Simmias,” said Phidolaus, ‘are we to let Galaxidorus amuse
himself by reducing this great achievement of prophecy to sneezes and ca-
sual words? [581F] Most ordinary people appeal to these on trivial mat-
ters, and not in earnest; when graver dangers and greater actions overtake
them, Euripides” words are to the point: “None plays the fool like that
when swords are out.”!!3

‘I am as ready to listen and be convinced by Simmias as you others are,
Phidolaus,” said Galaxidorus, ‘if he has heard anything from Socrates him-
self on the subject. But it’s easy enough to refute what you and Polymnis
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avOpwmoL TNg dmeping EméABO0L, 0UTW OKOTEL UT) KAL THELS TV M-
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have said. In medicine, a throbbing pulse or a blister is a small thing in
itself, but the symptom of something serious. For the pilot of a ship, the
cry of a sea-bird or the passing over of a thin wisp of cloud [582A] is a
sign of wind and the sea turning rough. Similarly, for the prophetic mind,
a sneeze or a casual word is a small thing in itself, but <a sign of some im-
portant>114 occurrence. In no art is the prediction of great things by small
or many things by few regarded with contempt. If a man ignorant of the
power of letters, seeing a few unimpressive marks, could not believe that
a scholar could read from them great wars that befell men of old, founda-
tions of cities, and the deeds and sufferings [582B] of kings, and therefore
declared that it was ‘something daemonic’ that disclosed and related these
things to the scholar,!'® you would have a good laugh, my friend, at the
fellow’s ignorance. In the same way, ask yourself whether, ignorant as we
are of how any particular form of prophecy relates to the future, we are
perhaps foolish to feel indignation if a man of sense uses these means to
reveal something of the unknown, even if he does say himself that it is
not a sneeze or a voice but ‘something daemonic’ that directs his actions.
And now I turn to you, Polymnis, and your surprise that Socrates, who
did most to humanize philosophy by his unpretentiousness and simplic-
ity, called his sign not a sneeze [582C] or a casual word but, in high tragic
style, ‘the!'® daimonion’. For my part, on the contrary, I should have been
surprised if a supreme dialectician and master of words like Socrates had
not said that it was ‘the daimonion’ but a sneeze!!” that gave him his signs.
It would be as though one said that one had been wounded by the dart, as
an agent, and not by the thrower as agent with the dart as instrument; or
again that the scales were the agent that weighed something, and not the
weigher the agent and the scales the instrument. The work, you see, does
not belong to the instrument, but to the owner of the instrument which
he uses for the work; and the sign which the signalling agent uses is, in a
sense, his instrument. But, as I said, we must listen to anything Simmias
has to say, for he has better information.’

13. ‘But, said Theocritus, ‘not until we have seen who are these people
coming in. [582D] Or rather, it's Epaminondas, I think, bringing in the
stranger.’118

We looked towards the door, and saw Epaminondas leading the way
and some of our friends with him!!® — Ismenodorus, Bacchylidas and the
piper Melissus:'?° the stranger followed, a noble looking personage, but
with an air of gentleness and kindness, and splendidly dressed. He sat
down himself next to Simmias, my brother next to me, and the rest took
their chance. Silence fell. “Well now, Epaminondas,” said Simmias, ad-
dressing himself to my brother, “who is your guest, how should we ad-
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WG AVOQOG €V Tttty AELOL DL XAQLTOG EPLEEVOV; AAN” EKel HEV O TOoD
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ToUC GIAOLG TOV AOAOV. el & ULV TO datpdViov AVodog 1o TeOvnKo-
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dress him, [582E] and where does he come from? That’s the usual way to
start meeting and knowing somebody.’1?!

‘His name,” said Epaminondas, ‘is Theanor. By origin he is from Cro-
ton,'?2 one of the philosophers there, and he does not disgrace Pythagoras’
great reputation. He has made the long journey here from Italy to crown
good beliefs with good deeds.’

‘Nevertheless,” interrupted the stranger, ‘it is you, Epaminondas, who
are hindering the best of my deeds. If it is honourable to benefit friends,
[582F] it is no shame to receive benefits from friends. A favour needs a
recipient as well as a giver, and both are needed for its honourable com-
pletion. The man who refuses it, one might say, spoils a well-thrown ball,
which falls and fails in its purpose.!?® For what target can be more pleas-
ing to hit and more distressing to miss than a deserving person whom one
aims to reach with a favour? In the game, however, it is your own failure if
you miss a stationary target; but in this business, to decline and step aside
is to be unfair to the favour so that it fails to reach its goal.

‘I've already told you the reasons for my voyage here, [583A] but I
should like to explain them also to these people, and make them judges
between you and me. After the Pythagoreans were defeated in the distur-
bances and the societies in the cities were expelled,'?* the group at Meta-
pontum!?® were meeting in a house, when Cylon’s!?® party set fire to it
and killed everyone there, except Philolaus'? and Lysis, who were young,
vigorous and agile enough to escape the flames. Philolaus fled to Luca-
nia,'?® and from there safely reached the other friends, who were by now
gathering again and getting the better of Cylon’s party. Where Lysis was,
[583B] long remained unknown, until Gorgias of Leontini,'** on his return
from Greece to Sicily,!** gave Arcesus'®! and his group reliable informa-
tion that he had met Lysis, who was living at Thebes. Arcesus planned to
make the voyage himself, out of love for Lysis, but he was failing through
old age and illness, and he ordered us to bring Lysis to Italy, alive if possi-
ble, but, if dead, his remains. However, the intervening wars, revolutions,
and tyrannies prevented his friends from fulfilling this task while he lived.
But when, after Lysis’ death, god!'®? revealed!®® to us his end, and well-
informed people told us [583C] of the care and support that your family
gave him, Polymnis — how he had enjoyed lavish care in his old age in a
poor household, had been registered as your sons’ father, and had died
a blessed death — then I, on my own and young, became the emissary of
many senior men, who offered money (which they possess) to you (who
possess none), and were ready to accept in return great favour and friend-
ship. Lysis has had from you a fair burial; but better for him than his fair
tomb is the repayment of friends” kindness by friends and kindred.’
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14. As our visitor was speaking, my father wept for a while, in remem-
brance of Lysis. My brother smiled slightly, [583D] as he commonly did,
and said to me: “What do we do, Caphisias? Do we sacrifice poverty to
money, and say nothing?’

‘Certainly not,” I said, “she is our dear and “kindly nurse”;13* defend
her, it’s for you to speak.’

‘Well, father,” he said, ‘the only135 fear I had of our family’s being con-
quered by money concerned Caphisias” person, which needs fine clothing
for him to show off proudly to all his lovers, and generous rations to make
him strong enough for the gymnasia and the wrestling-bouts. But as he
does not betray poverty, or, as it were, lose the sharp edge he has inher-
ited,'3® but, [583E] mere boy though he is, prides himself on economy, and
is content with what he has, what way of using or disposing of the money
could we have? Are we to gild our weapons, or decorate our shield with
purple and gold, like the Athenian Nicias?!*” Or buy you a Milesian!®
cloak, father, or my mother a dress with a purple border? We surely shan’t
spend the gift on our stomachs, giving ourselves more expensive dinners,
as though wealth was a burdensome guest to be entertained!’

‘For goodness’ sake, child,” said my father, ‘let me not live to see [583F]
that kind of change in our life!’

‘Neither shall we sit back and keep our riches idle at home,” went on
Epaminondas, ‘for in that case the grace would be graceless and the pos-
session bring no honour.”

‘Of course,” said my father.

‘Well,” said Epaminondas, “when Jason, the Thessalian ruler!® sent us
a large sum of money here recently and asked us to accept it, I was seen
as rather rude when I replied that he was actually an aggressor, because,
in his passion for monarchical rule, he was trying to bribe an ordinary cit-
izen of a free and independent city. [584A] But I accept and very much
appreciate your concern, sir, for it is noble and worthy of a philosopher;
but you have come bringing medicine for friends who are not ill. If you
had heard that we were at war, and had come over to help us with arms
and missiles, and then found all peace and friendship, you wouldn’t have
thought it right to give us these things and leave them with us, when we
were in no need of them. In the same way, you have come to be our ally
against poverty, assuming that she was a trouble to us; but in fact she is
very easy for us to bear, and is a dear member of our family. So we need
no money as a weapon against her, since she does us no harm. [584B] Tell
your acquaintances!'¥? over there that, while they use wealth most nobly,
they have friends here who use poverty nobly; tell them that Lysis has him-



584C

584D

584E

584F

42 Text (15.584B— 15.584F)

15. YroAaPwv &’ 6 Oeavw ‘a’ o0V Edr) To eviav duoxeoalvery ayev-
VEG €0TL TO 0& MAOVTOV dedléval Kal pevyely ovk ATOTIOV;

(atomoV’, eimev 0 Enapevavdac) , ‘el pr Adyw Tig avtov AAAx ox1)-
puaTiCopevog 1) 0 amepokaAiav 1 TvPoV Tva duwbettat.

“Kat tig av’ Eprn ‘Adyoc amelpyol TNV €k kaAwv Kal dikalwv KTnow, @
Entapevaovda; paAAov d¢ (oadTeQov yaQ ULV 1) T OeTtaAm mEOg TG
ATIOKQLOELS EVOIDOV CAVTOV VTEQ TOVTWV) ELTTE HOL, TTOTEQOV 1)YT) dOTLV
pev etval tiva xonudtwv 000mv ANy 0& undepiav 1 kot tovg ddovTAg
AHAQTAVELY TTAVTWS KAl ToLG Aaupavovtag;

‘ovdapwc’ elmtev O Emapevavoag, ‘dAN” @omeQ AAAOL TIVOGS £yw Katl
TIAOUTOL XAQLV T€ KAl KTN oL elvat vopilw v pev atoxeav v d’ dotel-
av.”’

‘&Q” 00V €1 0 Oeavw ‘0 & 0P eiAwv dLOOVS £kovTiwg Katl TEOOV WS
oV KaA@g didwowv;’

WHOAGYNOEV.

‘00 & tIc KaAwg didwaot deEdpevog 0L KaAwg eiAndev; 1) yévolrr” av
ducaloTépa XONUATWV ANPIS TS T ToL dikaiwg dOOVTOC;

‘ovk &V’ € “yévorro.” ‘“duetv doa Pidwv,” elmev ‘@ Entapetvovoa, el
Batépw dotéov, Oatéow OOV ANMTEOV” €V UEV YAQ TALS HAXALS TOV €D
PAAAOVTA TV TTOAEUIWV EKKALTEOV, €V D& TALS XAQLOL TOV KAAWG dIOOV-
T TV GiAwv ovTe Pevyety 00T dntwBOetobat dikatov: el yaQ 1) mevia pn)
duoxeég, ovd” av TAALY O TAOVTOG OUTWS ATLUOG KAt AToBANTOC.”

‘o0 ya o0V’ eimev 0 Enapevavdag, ‘aAA” €0ty 6tw pr AafovTt to
KAAQGC DDOUEVOV TIULWOTEQOV VTTAQX EL KAL KAAALOV: OVTWOLD émtiokePat
Hed’ Nuav. elot dOMmovOev émbuvpiat moAAat kKat TOAA@Y, Eviat pév éu-
dutoL Aeydpeval kat teQL T0 CUa PAAOTAVOLOAL TTOOS TAG AVAYKALAG
NooVAg, atd’ EmnAvdeg, al(yevoueval HEV) €K KEVWV DOEQV, loXLV & Kal
Blacv VTIO x0OVoL kKt ovvnBeiag v TEoPT) HoxONoa AaPovoat TOAAAKIS
E€AKOUVOL KAl TATELVOLOL TV PUXT|V E0QWHEVETTEQOV TV AVAYKAIWV.
£€0e10¢ kat peAéTn TOAD pév TG oM Kal TV EUPUTWV dTtapvoal Tabwv
T AOYW TAQETXE" TO OE AV TNG ATKNOEWS KOATOC, @ (iAe, TAig €Telo-
0dloLg Kal megLrTals mEooayovTag Embvpialg EKTovetv Xor Kal &mo-
KOTITELY aVTAG dvelp&eat kal katoxals OO ToL AdYov koAalopévag. et
Yoo dipav xkPraletal kal TEVAV 1) TEOS TEOPTV Kal moTov avtifaots
TOU AOYLOHOD, HAKQQ OT)TIOL A0V €0TL PLAomAovtiay kKoAovoat kol Pi-



Translation 43

self paid us for his keep and his burial, most of all by teaching us not to
complain of poverty.’

15. ‘And so,” replied Theanor, ‘it’s mean (is it?) to complain of poverty,
but not absurd to fear and shun wealth!”

‘<No, that is absurd,” said Epaminondas>,141 unless one rejects it on rea-
sonable grounds, and not just as an affectation or through some sort of bad
taste or cant.’

‘And what reason, Epaminondas,” said Theanor, ‘might prevent the ac-
quisition of wealth by honourable and just means? Or rather — and please
allow yourself to answer us about this more gently than you answered the
Thessalian — [584C] tell me: do you think it is sometimes right to offer
money, but never right to accept it? Or that offer and acceptance are al-
ways equally wrong?’

‘Not at all,” said Epaminondas, ‘I think that both the bestowal and the
acquisition of wealth (as of anything else) may be either disgraceful or vir-
tuous.’

‘Well then,” said Theanor, ‘does not a debtor who pays up willingly act
honourably in so doing?’

He agreed.

‘And is not acceptance of an honourable offer itself honourable? Can
there be a juster way of accepting money than from an offer justly made?”
[584D] ‘No, there can't,” he said. ‘And therefore, Epaminondas,” said the
other, ‘if one of two friends has an obligation to give, the other has an obli-
gation to receive. In battles, one has to avoid the enemy’s good shots; but
in doing favours, it is wrong to avoid or reject a friend who makes an hon-
ourable offer. If poverty is nothing disagreeable, neither is wealth to be
undervalued or rejected.’

‘No,” said Epaminondas, ‘but there are people for whom an honourable
offer is more valuable and more honourable if they do not accept it. Look
at it like this, as we do. There are many desires, and many objects of desire.
Some desires are said to be innate, and develop in the body with reference
to necessary pleasures. [584E] Others are adventitious; these, arising out
of 142 empty fancies, but acquiring strength and force in time and by habit
through bad upbringing, frequently drag down and depress the soul more
effectively than the necessary desires. By habit and practice, men have
been able to let reason draw off a good deal even of the innate passion;
but it is on the intrusive, unnecessary desires, my friend, that we need to
deploy the full force of exercise, and work to eradicate them by restraints
and inhibitions, as they are brought under control by reason. If [584F] the
resistance of reason to food and drink can force out thirst and hunger, it is
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surely far easier to curtail and ultimately to eliminate love of wealth and
love of reputation by denying them their objects and keeping them under
restraint. Don’t you think so?’

The stranger agreed.

‘Then do you see the difference between exercise and the activity to-
wards which the exercise is directed? You might say that, in athletics, the
contest against the opponent for the crown is the work, and the prepara-
tion of the body for this in the gymnasia is the exercise. Do you now agree
that in virtue too there is both work and exercise?’

The stranger agreed again. ‘Well then,” said Epaminondas,!*3 ‘first of
all, do you think that abstinence from base and unlawful pleasures is an
exercise of continence [585A] or rather a work and demonstration of it?’144

‘A work and demonstration,” he said.

‘And is it not exercise and practice of continence that you Pythagoreans
still display'*> when, by way of exercise, you excite your desire,4° like
animals, and stand a long time in front of splendidly set tables and a great
variety of food, only to pass it all over to your servants to feast on, offering
your own now chastened appetites only plain and simple fare? Abstinence
from permitted pleasures is training for the soul to resist the forbidden.’

“Yes, indeed,” he said.

‘Then, my friend,” he said, [585B] ‘there is training also for justice
prevent greed and avarice: and it’s not just abstaining from going out in the
night to rob or mug your neighbours. Nor if a man just abstains from be-
traying friends or country for money is he training to avoid avarice; in his
case, it’s probably the law and fear which restrain his greed from commit-
ting a crime. Itis the man who voluntarily and habitually distances himself
from perfectly proper and legally permitted profits who is training and ac-
customing himself to keep a long way away from any unjust or illegal gain.
It is impossible to keep the mind at rest in the presence of intense but ab-
normal and harmful pleasures, unless it has repeatedly [585C] scorned
enjoyments which were open to it. Nor is it easy to rise above dishonest
profits and great material advantages that come within reach, if one’s love
of gain has not yielded'#® and been chastened long before, but has rather
been bred to take any permissible profit without restraint, swells to burst-
ing, and is only with great difficulty kept back from seizing any chance of
gain. If a man has not surrendered to friends” favours or kings’ gifts, but
has even declined a lucky windfall, and checked his love of riches when it
pounced on a treasure just come to light, his greedy impulse does not rise
up to commit crimes or throw his mind into confusion. [585D] Proud and
with his conscience clear, he deploys himself contentedly for honourable
ends. Caphisias and I, my dear Simmias, are enamoured of these battles,'4°

147 to
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and we are asking our guest to let us train ourselves properly by poverty
to acquire this virtue.’
16. When my brother had finished, Simmias nodded some two or three
times.!> ‘A great man,” he said, ‘a great man is Epaminondas, and Polym-
nis here is responsible, because he has given his children the best upbring-
ing in philosophy right from the start. But you must settle this issue be-
tween yourselves, sir.!>! [585E] As to Lysis: if we are allowed to hear, are
you moving him from his grave and settling him in Italy, or will you let
him stay here with us, so that he can have our company, as friends and
wellwishers, when we pass to the other side?’152

‘Simmias,” said Theanor, smiling at him, ‘Lysis, I fancy, is at home where
he is, and, thanks to Epaminondas, he lacks no honour. There is a private
observance at Pythagoreans’ burials, and if we do not receive it we think
we do not have our proper, blessed end. When we learned from dreams of
Lysis” end (we can tell from a certain sign in dreams [585F] whether the
vision is of a dead or a living person),'>> many formed the notion that Lysis
had been buried in a foreign land without our rites, and ought to be moved
so as to have his due portion in the other world.!>* It was with this in mind
that I came here, and was at once guided to the tomb by the local people. It
was evening: I poured a libation, and summoned Lysis” soul to return and
reveal how I should go about this. In the course of the night, I saw nothing,
but I seemed to hear a voice bidding me ‘not move the unmoveable’.1>> Ly-
sis’ body (the voice declared) had been buried with due rites by his friends,
and his soul had already been judged and released to another birth, allot-
ted now to another daimon.'>® In the morning, when I met Epaminondas
[586A] and heard how he had buried Lysis, I realized that he had been
well instructed by the man himself, even in the secrets, and had the same
daimon to guide him in life, if I am any good at guessing the pilot by the
course he sets. Paths of lives are innumerable, but there are only a few by
which daimones guide humans.” Having said this, Theanor looked hard at
Epaminondas, as though studying his characteristics'> afresh.
17. Meanwhile the doctor had come and loosened Simmias” bandage,
prior to making him comfortable. Phyllidas [586B] had also come in, with
Hipposthenidas.!®® He asked me, Charon, and Theocritus to get up, and
led us into a corner of the colonnade. His face showed that he was deeply
disturbed, and when I asked ‘Has anything new happened, Phyllidas?’
he replied: ‘Nothing that was new to me, Caphisias. I foresaw Hippo-
sthenidas’ weakness, and I told you, and begged you not to share our plans
with him or involve him in them.’

We were aghast at this. ‘For heaven’s sake, Phyllidas,” said Hippos-
thenidas, ‘don’t talk like that. Don’t mistake rashness for courage, and ruin
us and the city. Let the men come home safely, if they are fated to do so.”
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[586C] Phyllidas was annoyed. ‘Tell me, Hipposthenidas,” he said, how
many people do you suppose share the secrets of our plan?’

‘I’ know at least thirty,” he said.

‘Then why, when there are so many of us, have you alone upset and
frustrated what was unanimously agreed, by sending a rider to the men
when they were already on their way, telling them to turn back and not

press on today — when chance too has provided most of the condition for
their return?’

Phyllidas” speech threw us all into confusion. [586D] Charon stared
hard and fiercely at Hipposthenidas. ‘Wretch,” he said, ‘what have you
done to us?” ‘Nothing very dreadful,” said Hipposthenidas, ‘if only you
will soften your tone of voice, and share the thinking of a man of your own
age, who has just as many grey hairs as you. If we are determined, Phyl-
lidas, to demonstrate to our fellow-citizens our courage, our readiness to
take risks, and a spirit that recks little of life, there’s much of the day left,
let’s not wait till evening, but pick up our swords and go for the tyrants;
let’s kill and die and not spare ourselves. But while there’s no difficulty in
killing and dying, it’s not easy [586E] to rescue Thebes with the hostile
army all around, or to drive out the Spartan garrison at the cost of two or
three dead. I don’t suppose Phyllidas has provided enough wine for the
party and the entertainment to make Archias’ fifteen hundred guards all
drunk! Anyway, if we kill him, Herippidas and Arcesus!® are on night
guard, and sober. So why are we in a hurry to bring our friends and kins-
men home to certain death, when even the enemy knows something about
their return? Why were the Thespians!'®® ordered [586F] to be in arms two
days ago, and hold themselves ready for orders from the Spartan comman-
ders?!®! And I hear they intend to question Amphitheus!®? today, and put
him to death when Archias comes back. Are not these strong signs that
our plan is discovered? Would it not be best to wait a while — not long, but
enough to propitiate heaven? The seers, sacrificing the ox to Demeter, '
say that the burnt offerings indicate great trouble and public danger. And
there’s something that needs particular care on your part, Charon: on my
way back from the country yesterday, I had the company of Hypatodorus,
the son of Erianthes,'%* a good man, and a connection of mine, but know-
ing nothing of what is being planned. [587A] He said to me, “Charon is
a friend of yours, Hipposthenidas, but I am not at all familiar with him;
please tell him (if you think it right) to beware of a danger threatened by a
very unpleasant and strange dream. Last night, I dreamed that his house
was groaning as if in labour, and he and his friends were standing round
and praying, in great anxiety for it; the house groaned and uttered inartic-
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ulate cries, and ultimately a terrible great fire blazed up from within it, so
that most of the city caught fire, though the Cadmea was only enveloped
in smoke, [587B] the fire not rising so high.” That was the vision, Charon,
that my companion told me. I was alarmed at the time, but hearing today
that the exiles are due to lodge in your house, I am all the more anxious
that we may bring disaster on ourselves without doing our enemies any
worthwhile harm, beyond causing them some confusion. For I interpret
the city as our side, and the Cadmea as theirs, as indeed it is.”

18. Charon was about to say something in reply to Hipposthenidas, but
Theocritus interrupted and stopped him. ‘For my part,” he said, ‘though I
have always had [587C] favourable omens from sacrifices on behalf of the
exiles, Hipposthenidas, I have never encountered anything so heartening
for our plans as this vision. You tell me that a great bright light went up
from a friendly house in the city, while the enemies” base was darkened
by smoke, which never produces anything better than tears and confusion.
Then, the sounds from our side were inarticulate; and so, even if there is an
attempt to denounce us, our affair will only produce a vague reverberation
and a dim suspicion, and will be revealed only in the moment of victory.
As for the bad omens at the sacrifice, they are only to be expected, for the
office and the victim belong to those in power, not to the people.’

While Theocritus was still speaking, I said to Hipposthenidas, “Whom
did you [587D] send to the men? If he hasn’t a big start,'®> we will try to
catch him up.

“To tell you the truth, Caphisias,” said Hipposthenidas, ‘as Imust, I don't
know if you could catch him up, for he is riding the best horse in Thebes.
You all know the man — he’s the head man of Melon’s!®® charioteers, and
because of Melon he has been conscious of the plan from the beginning.’

Then I caught sight of the man. ‘Don’t you mean Chlidon,'®” Hippo-
sthenidas,” I said, ‘last year’s horse-race winner at the Heraclea?168

‘That’s the man,” he said.

‘And who's this,” I said, “who has been standing at the street door look-
ing at us for quite a time?’

[587E] ‘By Heracles,” he said, turning round, “it’s Chlidon. Oh, I wonder if
something worse has happened.’

As soon as Chlidon saw that we noticed him, he stepped quietly for-
ward from the door. Hipposthenidas signed to him and told him to speak
before us all... 1% ‘I know these men perfectly well, Hipposthenidas,” he
said, ‘and when I couldn’t find you at home or in the agora, I guessed that
you had joined them here. [587F] Ilost no time in hurrying here, so that
you should all know everything that has happened. When you ordered
me to make all speed and rendezvous with the men on the mountain, I
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O€ HOLTOV XAALVOV OVK elxeV 1] Yuvr) dovval, AAAX DLETOLBEV €V TQ TAL-
el TOALV X00VOV* WG 0& CNTovoA KAl OKEVWEOVUEVT] Tat €VOOV, IKAVWS
ATIOAQVOAOA HOL TEAOG WHOAOYTOE KEXONKEVAL T YEITOVLTOV XAALVOV
£0TtéQAG AlTNOAEVNG AVTOD THG YLVALKOG. AYOVAKTOUVTOG O’ €OV Kol
KAKWS avThV AéyovTog Toémetat meog duodPnpiag dmotpomalovg Ema-
QWUEVT KAKAGS (HEV) 0D0VS Kkakag O Emavodovg: | & vy Ala mavta té-
Pelav elg avtnv Ekelvnv ot Oeol. TéAog 0¢ péxoL mANywv mpoaxOeig LTV
00Y1G, T’ OXAOL YEITOVWV KAL YLVALKWV OLVOQAOVTOG (oY LOTA TTOLT]-
oag kal TaBwv HOALS APLypat TTEOG VUAG, OTtws AAAOV EKTTEUTINTE TTROG
TOUG AVOQAGS, (WG EUOD MAVTIATIAOLY EKOTATIKWS €V TQ TAQOVTL KAL KA~
K¢S éxovrtog.

19. Nuag d¢ g éoxev ATOTOS HETABOAT TOL TAOOLG. HIKQOV YXQ EU-
mEO00EeV T KeKWALOOaL duoxeoaivovteg MAALY dix TV OEVTNTA TOVL
KALQOV Kol TO TdX0G, WG OVK OVONG AvaBoAng, eig dywviav vrinyoueda
Kat GpoPov. ov unv dAA” éyw mpooayopevoag tov InmooBeveldav katl
dellwodpevog €0aouvov, we kal Twv Oewv magakaAovvtwy Emt TV
nioa&y. 'Ex & to0Touv PLAADAC péEV @)X eTo TG DTTOdOXNG EMIUEANTOME-
vog kat tov Apxiav evOUG évoelowv eig TOV mOTOV, XAQwV d¢ TNG olking
vy €Y@ OE KL OEOKOLTOC TTAALY TTOOC TOV Lippiay emtaviABopev, Twg
1 Emapevaovda katpov AaBovteg évtuxoluev.

20. oid’ foav NON MEdoW CNTHOEWS OVK &YeVVOLS AAA” g OALYyOoV éumo-
00ev ot mept F'aAa&dweov kat PedoAaov Pavto, daoEoLVTES TIVOG
ovolag Kal dUVAREWS &l TO LWKOATOUSG AeYOUEVOV dALUOVIOV. & UEV
o0V 1EOG TOV 'aAa&dweov Adyov avteimev 0 Lippiag ovk kovoapeV:
avTOG d& LWKOATN HEV EPT TeQL TOUTWV EQOEVOS TIOTE HUT) TUXELV ATTO-
Kkoloewe, 10 UNd” avdic €¢péoBat, MOAAAKIC O avT® TtaparyevéoBat Tovg
pev dU oPewg évruyetv Oelw Tvi Aéyovtag daAalovag 17yovpéve, toig o
axovoat Tvog Gwvng GPATKOLTL TTEOTEXOVTL TOV VOLV Kat dixrtuvOavo-
HEV@ HETA OTTOLDTNG. ‘00 €V ULV TAQLOTATO OKOTIOLUEVOLS DI TTEOC AA-
ANAOLG VTTOVOELY UNTIOTE TO LWKQATOUS dALUOVIOV OUK OPIS AAAX Pw-
VNG Ttvog aloBnoic i) Adyov vonoig i) CUVATITOVTOS ATOTW TLVL TEOTW
TEOG AVTOV, WOTEQ Kat kKad®” DTtvov ovk €ott Gpwvn), Adywv O¢ Tvwv do-
Eagkalvorjoeic Aappavovteg olovtat pOeyyopévwv AkovVeV. AAAX TOIG
HEV WG aANOwe dvap 1) Tolavtn oUVEDLS YiyveTal dl fjoviav kat yaAn-
VNV TOD OWHATOG, OtV kKatB eVdwat (LAAAOV dkoVOLOLY, DTTAQ d&) HOALS
ETNKOOV EXOLOLTIV PUXTV TOV KQELTTOVWY Kal teTviypévol ye 0ooupw
TV TMABV KAl TEQLAYWYT) TWV XQELWV ELOAKOVOAL KAL TAXQATXELV TNV
dudvolav ov dLvVavTaL Tolg dNAOLUEVOLC.
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went home to fetch the horse. But when I asked for the bridle, my wife
couldn’t give it me. She stayed a long time in the storehouse; and when!”?
she had fooled me long enough, pretending to search for it and check the
contents of the store, she finally confessed that she had lend the bridle to
our neighbour the evening before, at his wife’s request. I was angry, and
said some bad things about her; she resorted to cursing me quite abom-
inably, wishing me a bad journey and a bad return. [588A] May the gods
visit as much on her! In the end, I was provoked to strike her in anger,
and a crowd of neighbours and their wives gathered around us. What I
did then, and what I suffered, was an absolute disgrace, and I've only just
managed to get to you, so that you can send someone else out to the men,
because I'm quite beside myself for the moment, and in a very bad way.’
19. We now experienced an extraordinary change of feeling. A little be-
fore, we had felt frustrated by the obstacles; now the urgency of the situ-
ation and the speed of events brought us once again to an agony of fear.
There was no putting things off. [588B] I spoke to Hipposthenidas and
clasped him by the hand to give him heart; the gods too (I said) were urg-
ing us to act. Phyllidas then departed, to see to the reception of his guests,
and to contrive to get Archias drinking at once. Charon <went to see to>
his house...1”! Theocritus and I returned to Simmias, to find some oppor-
tunity to talk to Epaminondas.

20. They were now deep into a grand subject, the one on which Galaxi-
dorus and Phidolaus had lately touched: they were discussing the essence
and power [588C] of what was called Socrates’ daimonion. We did not hear
Simmias’ reply to Galaxidorus. He said however that he had himself once
asked Socrates about the matter, but not had an answer, and therefore had
not asked again. But he had often (he said) been present when Socrates
dismissed as impostors people who said they had encountered some di-
vine being in a vision, but paid careful attention and made eager inquiry
of any who claimed to have heard a voice: ‘So when we discussed it pri-
vately among ourselves, we came to suspect that Socrates” daimonion was
not a vision, but the perception of a voice [588D] or the apprehension of
a thought which made contact with him in some extraordinary way, just
as in sleep there is no voice, but people get impressions or apprehensions
of words and think they hear people speaking. For some however, such
understanding actually occurs in dreams, <since they have better percep-
tion>!72 when they are asleep, because of the quiet and calm of the body,
<whereas when awake> they have difficulty in subjecting their mind to the
higher power, and, stifled as they are by the tumult of emotions and the
distraction of wants, are incapable of listening or addressing their minds
to the things shown to them.
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LZwkATtel O 0 voug kaBaog wv kat &madrg, T owpatt UNdapw
ELUT)) UIKOOX TV AvAYKalwv XAQLV KATAULYVUG aVTOV, 0adns 1NV kal
AemTOC VO TOL ROOTETOVTOS OEEWS UETAPAAELV' TO OE TTQOOTILTITOV OV
$GOGYYyoV AAAX AdYOV &V TIC elkdoeLe dalovog &vev Gpwvng EPamTope-
VOV a0TQ TG ONAOLUEVE TOL VOOLVTOC. TANYN YA 1) VT TTRoTéoLKe
¢ Puxns O wtwv Bia Tov Adyov elodexopevng, Otav aAANAoLg évtuy-
XAVWHEV: 0 O TOV KQEITTOVOS VOUG &yel TNV evPua PuxTv Emdryya-
VwV T@ vonO&vTL TANYNG un deopévny, 11 0 €vddwoty adtw XaAwvTt
KAl OLVTELVOVTL TAG OQUAS 0V Blaiwg (we) VO TMABWV AVTITEVOVTWY,
AAA” e0OTEOPOUVG KAl HaAAKAS OoTeQ viag évdovoa.

oV del d¢ Bavpalety 0QWVTAC TOVTO UEV VTIO HUIKQOLS olaéL peydAwy
TEQLAYWYAS OAKADWV TOVTO O€ TROXWV KEQAMEIKQWY dIVNOLV AKQAS TX-
oopavoel Xe1ROG OUAAWGS TEQLPEQOUEVWV APLXA eV YOO AAA SHwG
TQOXAAQX TALS KATAOKELALS VTTO AELOTNTOG EVOIDWOL TTROG TO KLVOLV QO-
TG Yevouévng, Puxrn O avOowmov pugiats 0ppaic olov VOTANELWY €v-
TETAUEVT] HAKOQ TIAVTWV 0QYAVWY DOTEOPWTATOV £0TLV, AV TIG KATX
Adyov annrat, gomnv Aaovoa mEog to vonoév kiveloBat | évtavBa
YO &g TO Voouv al twv mabwv kal OQU@V Katatetvovoy agxal, tov-
tov d¢ 0el00évTog EAKOHEVAL OTIWOL KAl OLVTELVOLOL TOV AVOQWTIOV. 1)
Kal pdALoTa to vonoév NAknv €xet Qounv katapadety didwoyv: 0ota
Yoo availoOnta kat vevoa kal odokes Lypwv meQimAeat kat PagLg O
€K TOVTWV OYKOG 1)OLXALWV KAl Kelpevog, aua T TV PuxnV v v Tu
PaAéoOal kal mEOG avTO KivRoaL THV OQUNV 6A0G AVAOTAG KAl ouvTa-
O¢elc MAOL TOIC HEQETLY OLOV EMTEQWUEVOS (PEQETAL TIEOS TV TEAELY. O
O¢ TNG KWWIOEWS KAL OVVEVTATEWS KAl TAQATTAOEWS TEOTOG XAAETOC
N mavteAws amoog ovvodOnval, kad” Ov 1) Puxn vorjoaoa éPpéAretat
TALG OQUALS TOV OYKOV, AAA” g owpa Kat dixa pwvnc évvonOels Kivel
AdY0G ATEayHOVWS, 0UTWS OUK AV olpat duoTeloTws EXOLHEV DTTO VOL
kpelooovog vouv kat (YPuxnv) Puxng Oetotépag dysoBal Ovpabdev éda-
MTopévne v mépukev Emadnv Adyog loxewv meog Adyov twomeg dag
avtavyelavt.

TQ YAXQ OVIL TAG HeV AAANAWV VONoEeLg olov VIO OKOTW dx PwVNG
PnAadpavteg yvwillopev: at d& v datpovwy Gpéyyog éxovoat toig de-
XOUEVOLS EAAQUTIOVO LY, OV DEOHEVAL ONHUATWY 0VO’ OVOUATWY, OIS X0W-
pevot mpog aAAAovg ot avOowrot cLUPOAOLS eDWAR TWV VOOLHEVWY
Kal elkOvag 0pwoLy, avta O 0V YLYVWOKOLOL ATV 0i¢ émeotiy (DIoV Tt
KAl daluOviov womeQ elonTat GEyyoc. kaltoL T TeQl TV GwVnv yryvo-
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‘Socrates’ intellect, on the other hand, was pure and untrammelled, not
involving itself in the body except!” to a small extent [588E] for neces-
sary purposes; it was therefore sensitive and delicate enough to respond
quickly to whatever impinged upon it. And that, it may be supposed, was
not a sound but the thought of a daimon, making contact voicelessly with
the thinking mind by its bare meaning.!”* Voice is like a blow to the soul,
which receives the thought by force through the ears, whenever we con-
verse with one another. The intellect of the higher being, on the other
hand, guides the gifted soul, which needs no blow, touching it with its
thought; and that soul surrenders its impulses to this intellect, which re-
laxes or tightens them, not violently <as>!”> [588F] against the resistance
of passions, but yielding!”® as it were its soft and pliable reins.

‘There is no need to wonder at this, when we see, on the one hand, huge
merchantmen turned round by small tillers, and, on the other, the revolu-
tion of the potter’s wheel that turns so smoothly at the touch of a fingertip.
These things, though lifeless, are so contrived as to run easily, and their
smoothness enables them to yield to the motive force, once the inclination
is given. The human mind, likewise, is strung as it were with the strings
of countless impulses, and is much the most easily guided of machines;
touch it by reason, and it accepts the pressure to move as the idea directs.
[589A] In us, you see, the origins of emotions and impulses lead back to
the intelligence; once this is disturbed, there is a tug upon them, and they
in turn exert a pull and a tension upon the man. This above all is how the
idea lets us understand what great power it has. For bones and sinews
and moisture-laden flesh have no sensation, and the mass made of them,
so heavy when at rest and inert, rises up, all of it, becomes tense in all its
parts, and takes off for action as though on wings, the moment!”” the soul
forms a conception in the intellect and rouses its impulse to respond to it.
Now!”® how the mode of movement, tension and excitation [589B] by
which the soul, having formed its thought, draws the mass after it by its
impulses, is difficult or indeed impossible to understand. But as the con-
ception of a thought, even without a voice,'”’ does in fact easily move the
body, so we should be ready to believe that an intellect may be guided by
superior intellect and a mind by a more divine mind which makes con-
tact with it from outside with the form of contact which is natural between
thought and thought, a sort of effulgence [light] as it were.!8

‘For in truth, while we understand the thoughts of others by groping for
them in the dark, as it were, by the spoken word, the thoughts of daimones,
by contrast, have brilliance and shine on those who can receivel®! them,
with no need of the verbs and nouns!®? [589C] which humans use as sym-
bols among themselves to discern images and pictures of their thoughts,
the thoughts themselves remaining unrecognized except by these on whom,
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pHevov €otwv 1) magapvOeitatl ToUG ATIOTOLVTAG O Y&Q A1 ¢Odyyols
&vdpOpols TvmwOelg kat Yevopevog dU 6AoL AdYog kat PpwvT) TEOG TNV
PUXTV TOL AKQOWUEVOL TeQaivel TNV vONov. wote (ti) Bavpalerv &Ei-
ov, el kal kat avTo TO vonoev DO TWV KEEKTTOVWYV) O AT)Q TOETIOUEVOG
OU evmdBelav évonuatvetal tolg Oelolg kat TEQLTTOIS AVOQATL TOV TOD
voroavtog AOYov; WomeQ Yap ai mANyat twv (VTOQUTTIOVTIWV XOTIHOL
XaAKALS dAlokovTal dx TV dvtixnow, 0tav €k Babovg avadeopevat
TEOOTEOWOL, TV O’ AAAWV &dNAwWS dtekBéovoat AavBavovotv, obTtwg ot
TV dALUOVWV AOYOL DX TAVTWV PeQOUEVOL HOVOLS £VNXOVOL TOLS A00-
ovPov N0og kal vijvepov éxovat v Puxrv, odg dn kai tepolg kat dat-
HoViovg avOEWTOUG KAAOVLEV.

01 0¢ moAAot katadaEBovaLY olovTal To dapdVIoV avOEwWToLS ETiOeL-
aCewv, el 0" €yonyopdtag kal KaBeotwtag €V T PEOVELY OHOLWS KLVEL
BavpaoTov 1 YouVTaL Kol ATILOTOV" (OOTIEQY AV €L TIC OLOLTO TOV HOVOLKOV
Avelpévn ) AVoa XQWHEVOV, dTav OLOTH TOLG TOVOLS 1) KaBappooOr),
un amreoBat undé xonodat. TO Y altiov o0 oLVOREWOL, TNV &V aAUTOLG
avagpootiav kal tagaxny, NG AmMAAakTo Lwkdtng 6 £TalQog U@V,
@oTeQ 0 d00¢elg £TL MAOE OVTOE AVTOL TG TIATOL XONOUOS AmeOéomi-
OEeV' €aV YAQ aAVTOV EKEAELOEV O TLAV ETIL VOLV (1] TTOATTELY, Kol pT) BLik-
CeoBat unde magayetv AAA” EpLévat v OQUIV TOL Tadog, VXOUEVOV
UTTEQ avTov Al Ayopaiw kat Movoaig, Tt d” AAAa un moAvmoaryuovetv
TeQlL LWKQATOLS, ws KQeltTtova drtovdev €xovtog év adt@ Huolwv dt-
dAOKAAWV Kal Tadaywywv 1)yepova meog tov Biov.

21. “Huitv pév, @ PedoAae, kal Covtog LwKQATous kat tefvniotog ov-
TG EVVOELY TTEQL TOL dALUOVIOL TaQioTaTal TV KANdOVAG 1) TTAQEOVS
1] TL TOLOVTOV {eloayovTwV) Katadeovovotv: & d¢ Tiuagyov tov Xapw-
VEw NkovoapeV VTTEQ TOVTOL dLeELOVTOC, OVK 0lda pr) pvbolg (OpodTe’
1) AOYOLS OVIA OlwTAV AHLELVOV.

‘UNdap@S” eimev 0 OedKELTOG, ‘AAAX dleAD” avtd: KAl yaQ el un Alav
AxEPWGC, AAA” €otiv Ot Pavel g aAnOelag kat to puOwdeg. TEOTEQOV
0¢ tlg v ovtog O Tipapxog poacov: | oV yap éyvwv tov dvBowmov.

‘elkOTws Y/, elmev O Lippiag ‘@ OeoKQute: VEOS YOO WV KOULOT) (KATE-
otoee Tov Plov) kal Lwkodtovg denbdeic tadnvatl magx AapmokAéa
TOV LWKQATOUG VIOV, (0U TOAA)ALS TTOTEQOV NUEQALS ALTOL TeBvnKOTA,
diAdov Kal NAKLWOTNY YevOuevov. 00Tog 0OV oDV yvwvat T0 LwKoA-
TOUG daloOVIoV v €xeL dUVALY, dte O] VEOS OUK AYEVVTG AQTL YEYEV-
pnévog praocodiag, épot kat KéBntt kowvwoapevog povoigs eic Toopwvi-
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as I said, there shines some special, daemonic brilliance. The phenomenon
of speech in some ways offers the unbeliever some reassurance. Air moul-
ded by articulate sound and wholly converted into word and speech con-
veys the thought to the hearer’s mind. So why'® should we be surprised
if the air, because of its plasticity, is changed in accordance with what
thoughts!®* the higher beings!® have, and so impresses the meaning of the
thinker on the minds of divine and exceptional men? Think how the noise
made by sappers in a tunnel is detected by bronze shields'®® because of
the resonance produced [589D] when the sounds are carried up from the
depths and strike the shields, though they pass through everything else!®”
undetected. In the same way, the thoughts of daimones pass everywhere,
but echo only in the ears of those who have an untroubled personality!
and whose soul is tranquil, ‘holy” and ‘daemonic” individuals, as we call
them.

‘Most people however believe that it is only in sleep that the ‘daemonic’

power inspires humans. That it should move!®® them in the same way
when awake and of sound mind they find surprising and incredible. But
that is like thinking that a musician uses his lyre only when it is unstrung,
and does not touch or use it when it has been adjusted and tuned. They
do not see that the cause is [589E] the tunelessness and confusion within
themselves.!”® Our friend Socrates was completely free of this, as the oracle
given to his father when he was a child foretold.!”! It told the father to
let Socrates do whatever came into his mind, and not to force or divert
the boy’s impulses, but give them their head; he should pray for Socrates
to Zeus Agoraios and the Muses, and otherwise not bother about him —
[589F] because (I suppose) he had within himself a guide for life better
than any number of teachers and tutors.
21. ‘Such were the thoughts which occurred to us, Phidolaus, about the
daimonion, both during Socrates’ lifetime and after his death. We despised
those who <adduced>!%? chance words or sneezes or anything like that. As
for the account of this which we heard from Timarchus of Chaeronea,!*? it
is <more like> myth than rational argument,'** and perhaps it is best left
unsaid.’

‘Not at all,” said Theocritus, ‘tell us about it. Myth too does in some
degree touch on truth, even if not very precisely. But first tell us who this
Timarchus was, [590A] for I don’t know him.’

‘Naturally you don’t, Theocritus,” said Simmias, “since he <died quite
young, and asked Socrates to let him be buried next to Socrates” son Lam-
procles, ' his friend and contemporary, who died <not many>'" days be-
fore him. Timarchus had a strong desire to know the power of Socrates’
daimonion — he was a spirited youth, who had just got his teeth into phi-
losophy — and (not consulting anyone except Cebes and me) he descended

5195
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ov katNABe dodoag T voullopeva TeQL TO HAVTELOV. EpUElvag D& dVO
VOKTOG KATW Kol Hiloy fUéQay, TV TOAAWVY ATEYVWKOTWY avTOV 110N
Kal TV olkeiwv 0dvooévwy, Towl HAAa Gatdog dviABe: toooKkLVT)-
oag d¢ tov 0edv, wg MEWTOV dLEPLYE TOV OXAOV, dunyeito MUty Bavpaoioa
TIOAAX Kkl D€tV Kal dkovoal.

22, £Pn ¢ kataPAg €iG TO HAVTEIOV TTEQLTUXELY OKOTW TOAAQ TO TOW-
tov, eit’ emevéapevog ketobat TOAVV X0OVOV 00 HAAX CUUPEOVWYV €V-
AQYWG elt’ £yor|YoeV elT” OVELQOTIOAET ATV DOEaL Ye TNG kePAANG dpa
POodw mEoomecdVTL TANYeloNS Tag 0adag dxotaoag peOévar v Po-
X1V, WS O AvaxweoLoa KATEULYVUTO TIROG A€ dlavyT kal kabaov
AOUEVT), TIOWTOV HEV AVATIVEDOAL TOTE DOKELV dLX XQOVOL OUXVOD OU-
oteAAopévnV Téwg kal pelCova yiyveoOat Tng meodTepov woTeQ lotiov
EKTIETAVVUHEVOV, EMEITA KATAKOVELY AHAVEWS Q0ILOVL TVOG UTtéQ Ke-
daAng mepteAavvopévov Gwvny 1delav iévtoc. avaPAéPac d¢ v pev
YNV 00daHOL kKatBopav, VIIoOUS 0& AAUTIOHEVAS HAAXKQ TTLEL KAT  AA-
AAwv €apeBovoag (') AAANV dAAoTE X0V WOTtEQ Padnv (emayeLy
T GWTL TOKIAAOUEVE KATA TAG HETABOAAS. patvecOat ¢ mANOeL pév
avaplOpovg peyéDet O vTEEPUELS, oK loag d¢ maoag AAA” OpOlWS KU-
KkAoteels oleoOat d¢ tavTalg oV alfépa KUKAW Pegopévalg LTTOEEOL-
Celv (EpueA@a) « elvatl yaQ OHOAOYOLHEVNV T1) TG KLVIOEWS AgldTnTL
TV EadTTA NS VNG €kelivng €K TAOWYV CLVNEUOOUEVTC. dLX LEOOV
0" avtwv OaAacoav 1) Alpvnv vrokexVobat Tolg XQWHAOL DIXAGUTIOV-
oav O TNG YAQUKOTNTOG ETUULYVUHEVOLS' KAl TV VIIOWV OALyag pév
OuekmAELY Kata ooV kal dlakoplleobat égav ToL eVHATOS, AAAAG
0& MOAAQG ... (OLV)epEAKkeoOaw ) (TNg OaxAdTTnG 00T), KAl avTNE KUKAW)
oxedOV vtodeopévng. etva d¢ NG OaAdoong T pev moAL P&Oog kato
VOTOV HAALOTR, (TTT) O dpaxtox tevarym kal Poaxéa, moAAaxm O¢ katl OTteQ-
xeloBat kat dmoAeimety avOLG 0V peyYAAag €KPoAag Aappavovoav, katl
TNG X00AG TO UEV AKQATOV Kol TEAXYI0V, TO O 00 kaaOaQov AAAX ovYke-
XUHEVOV Kol AUV@IES. TV & 00wV TAS VI)OOUS AHA TTEQLYLVOUEVAG
ETAVAYELV' OV UNV €1G TAVTO TN AQXT) CUVATITELY TO TEQAG OVOE TIOLELY
KUKAOV, AAA” o1 magaAAdooey tag ETPBOAAS EAtka Tolovoag piav
€V T TeQLoTEéPeaHat. TavTNV O& TEOG TO HETOV HAALOTA TOV TTEQLEXOV-
T0G Kal péylotov éykekAloBatl v OdAacoav OAlyw TV OKTw HeQWV
TOU MAVTOG EAQTTOV, WG VTR Katedaivetor dV0 O avTV E€xeLv dvaoTto-
HWOELS TIVEOG €UPAAAOVTAG EvavTiovg ToTapovg dexopévag, ot Tt
TIAELOTOV AVAKOTITOUEVTV KOXAALey Katl amoAgvkaiveoOat v yAav-
KOTNTA.

TAVTA HEV OV 00V TEQRTOMEVOS T Oéar kKATtw O AmdOvVTL Patve-
oBatL xaopa péyoa oteoyyvAov olov ékteTunuévng odaioas, pofeoov de
devag Kkal Badv, TOAAOL ordTOLS TAT)RES OUY 1|oUXALOVTOG XA EkTax-



Translation 59

into the cave of Trophonius,'*® first performing the regular rituals of the
oracle. [590B] He stayed down there two nights and a day; most people
despaired of him, and his relations were already mourning, when he reap-
peared early in the morning, very cheerful, prostrated himself before the
god and (as soon as he could escape the crowd) told us of many marvels
he had seen and heard.!*’
22. ‘He said that, after descending into the cave of the oracle, he first
found himself in deep darkness. Then he prayed, and lay there for a long
time, with no clear consciousness of whether he was awake or dreaming.
It seemed to him however that there was a sudden noise and at the same
time a blow on his head; the sutures of his skull opened200 and let his soul
out. It left joyfully to blend into the pure, bright air, and seemed then first
to relax [590C] at long last after its former confinement?’! and become big-
ger?? than before, like a sail being unfurled. Then he dimly heard a kind
of whirring going round and round above his head, making a pleasant
sound. When he looked up, he could not see the earth anywhere. Islands,
shining upon one another with a soft glow, and®®® constantly changing
hue, dyed?" the light, as it were, so that it varied as they changed. They
seemed innumerable and huge in size, not all equal but all alike round.
He fancied that the heaven made a <melodious>*" sound in response to
their revolutions, for the softness of the sound produced by the harmony
[590D] of them all corresponded to the smoothness of their motion. In be-
tween them lay a sea or lake gleaming with colours that blended with its
greyness. A few of the islands sailed out along a channel and were carried
to the other side of the stream, but many others were borne along <with
the flow of the sea> which itself moved more or less <in a circular track>.20
In some parts of the sea, principally towards the south, there were great
depths; elsewhere there were small patches of shallows;*” in many ar-
eas it flooded and again ebbed, but not making any great outflow.? In
colour, part was the pure hue of the open sea, [590E] part was polluted,
turbid, and swampy. As the islands surmounted the surges, they turned
back, not however making the end of their movement coincide with its
starting-point, nor completing a circle, but changing position a little, so as
to produce a single spiral in their revolution.?’” This*!? sea was inclined
(as it seemed to Timarchus) at a little less than eight parts of the whole to
the central and widest part of the surrounding space.?!! [590F] It had two
openings, receiving rivers of fire which emptied into it from opposite di-
rections, so that a large extent of it was lashed and broken into foam and
its greyness turned to white water.?12

‘Timarchus watched all this with delight. But when he looked down,
there came into view a huge round gulf, as though a sphere had been exca-
vated from it,213 very terrible and deep, full of a darkness that was not still
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QATTOHEVOL Kol AVAKAVLOVTOG TTOAAAKIS: 60ev dkoveoBal pvplag pév
WOLYAS KAl 0TeVAYHOoUS LowV puolwyv 0& kAavOuov Boepwv Kal pept-
YHEVOUS AVOQWV KAL YLVALKWV ODVQHOVGS, POPOUS D& TTAVTODATIOVS KAl
BopvPovc £k Baboug MOEEWO eV ApLOEOVES dvarteptopévoug | olg oL pe-
Tolwe avTog EkmeANXOat. xoOVou d¢ TEOIOVTOG ELTTELV TIVA TTQOS AVTOV
ovx opwpevov @ Tipapxe, Tt mobeic mvOéoOay”

dodoaLd avTov OTL, mAVTA, TL YAQ oL Bavpaoov;” ,dAA” uiv” da-
VAL ,TWV AV UETECTL KOOV AAAWV YoQ Oewv eketvar v de Pegoe-
dOVNG potoay, v NUELS DETOUEV, TV TETTAQWV Ulary 00TV g 1] LTLE
00iCeL, PovAopEéVW 0OL OKOTELY TTAQEOTLV.”

€ooHévou O avTOoD TiG 1) LTV 0Ty, ,,0006 eic Awov” dpavat, kat mEod-
elow (€€) evavtiag, avtr oxiCovoa 1) koudrn 10 G dvateivovoa O,
WS 00a¢, ¢k ToL Aov KATwOEeV 1) Pavel TeQLPEQOUEVT Kal TOU GwTOg,
adopiCel TV eoxatnVv pepida Twv 6Awv. téooageg O elolv apxal mav-
TV, Cwng HEV 1) TEWTN KIvrjoewg O’ 1) devTépa yevéoewg O 1) tottn ¢pOo-
oag O’ 1 teAevtaiar cvvdel O& T pev devTéEa TV TEWTNV Movag kato
0 dopatov, TNV d¢ devtépav T tolt Novg kad’ fjAlov, v 8¢ toltnVv
TEOG TeTAQTNV VOIS KT oAV, TV 0¢ OLVOETUWYV ékdoToL Moipa
KkA£doLX0g Avaykng Ouydtne kK&ONTaL, oL pEV TEWTOL ATQOTIOC TOL D&
devtépov KAwOw, Tov 8¢ mpog oeArjvnv Adixeots, mept v 1) Kaumn e
vevéoewe. al pev Yoo dAAat vijool Beolg €xovat oeAr)vn 0& datpovwv
émxBoviwv ovoa dpevyeL TV LTOya Hikpov Umepdéoovoa, Aappavetol
O amal &v PETEOLG DEVTEQOLS EKATOV EBDOUTKOVTA ETTTA. Kal TG LTu-
YO¢ emipegopévng at Puxat fowaot detpaivovoar mMOAAXS Yo 6 Awdng
adapmdlel megoAlobavovoag, dAAag O avaxouiletal KatwOev 1 oe-
ATJV1) TTQOO VN XOMEVAGS, AS ELG KALQOV 1] TG YEVEOEWS TEAEVTI) OLVETEDE,
ATV doat papal kal axkaboaptor Tavtag O AoTEATTOVOX KAl HUKW-
pHévn poPeov ovk éa meAalety, dAAa Bonvovoat ToV £QVT@V TOTUOV
amooPaAAdpevat GéQovTal KATw TMAALY €1 AAANV Yéveowv, wg 6ac.”

L, AAA” 0V0EV 0o TOV Tipapxov elmely 1 TOAAOVS doTéQag Ttepl TO
XATUX TIAAAOEVOUG, €TEQOUG D€ KATADVOUEVOLG €lg avTd, Toug O AT-
TOVTAG AU KATtwOev.”

,AVTOLG &dpa” Ppavat,, ToLG dalovag OQWV AYVOELS. ExeLyo wde: Pu-
X1) TAO VOU HETETXEV, AAOYOG D& Kal avoug ovk €otv, AAA” oov v
avTtnc oagkl pxon kat mdBeowv, aAAolovpevov teémetal kK NdovAg
Kat dAyndovag eig 0 &dAoyov. pityvutal & o maoa TOV aUTOV TEOTOV
AAA” at (uev) SAat katédvoav elg owpa, kal dU OAwv dvakpabeloat TO
ovumav VO TaBwWV dapégovTal Kata Tov Plov: at d& T HEV AVEKQA-
Onoav, mn o’ éAtmov é£w T0 KABAEWTATOV, OVK EMOTIWUEVOV AAA” OlOV
AKEOTAOLY émupavov €k kepaAng ToL avOpwmoL kabaTeQ v Ll (O
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but turbulent?!* and continually welling up. From this were to be heard
innumerable howls and groans of animals, the weeping of innumerable
infants, the mingled mourning of men and women, and all kinds of noises
and dim tumult rising out of the distant depths, [591A] by which he was
greatly disturbed. After a time, someone (whom he could not see) spoke
to him and said, “Timarchus, what do you wish to know?”

“Everything,” he replied, “for what is not worthy of wonder?” “Well,”
said the voice, “we?!5 have little to do with what is above; that belongs to
other gods. But, if you wish, you can view the Portion of Persephone?!®
which we administer, which is one of the four portions, and is as Styx de-
limits it.”!7

“What is Styx?” asked Timarchus. “The road to Hades,” the voice re-
plied, “it starts on the opposite side?'® and the extreme tip of it divides the
light. It stretches up, as you see, from Hades below, and the point where, in
its revolution, it touches the light marks the boundary of the last division
of the universe. [591B] There are four Principles of all things: the first is
that of Life, the second that of Motion, the third that of Becoming, and the
fourth that of Decay. The first is bonded to the second by the Monad in the
Invisible; the second to the third by Intellect in the sun; and the third to the
fourth by Nature in the moon.?’ A Fate, daughter of Necessity, sits holding
the keys of each of these bonds: Atropos has the first, Clotho the second,
and Lachesis the bond in the moon, where the turning-point of Becoming
is found.??" [591C] The other islands have gods, but the moon belongs to
terrestrial daimones,??! and she avoids Styx by rising a little above it, though
she is caught once in every 177 second measures.?”? As Styx approaches,
the souls cry out in terror. Many slip, and Hades snatches them, while
others are hauled up from below by the moon as they swim towards her.
These are they for whom the end of Becoming has come opportunely. The
foul and unclean are the exception: the moon does not let them come near,
but flashes and roars at them horribly. They lament their fate, tumble away,
and are carried down to another birth, as you see.”

“But I don’t see anything,” [591D] said Timarchus, “except a lot of stars
moving up and down around the gulf, others plunging into it, and others
darting up again from below.”

“Then,” he said, “you see the daimones themselves, but you do not rec-
ognize them. This is how it is: every soul has its share of Intellect, there
is none which is without reason or Intellect. But whatever part of the soul
combines with flesh and passions is changed by pleasures and pains and
becomes irrational. Not every soul is combined in the same way: Some
are wholly sunk in the body, wholly mixed?*® with it and entirely at the
mercy of their passion throughout life. Others are mixed to some extent,
[591E] but to some extent leave their purest element outside. This is not
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KTVOL) dedLKOTOG AQTN A KOQUDALOV, 00O0VHUEVNC TTEQL AVTO TS YPUXNG
avéxov 600V LTTAKOVEL KAl OV KQaTeltal Tolg TdOeotv. 1O pév ovv UTo-
Bovxov év T owpatt Gegopevov Puxt Aéyetar 1o de pOogag AeipOev
oL TOAAOL VOUV KAAODVTEG €VTOG elvat VOUILOVOLV aUTWV, OTIEQ €V TOIG
€00mTEOoIC T pavopeva kat avtavyelav: ol & 000ws movooLVTEg,
WG EKTOG OVTA dALOVA TTEOOAYOQEVOVOL. TOVG HEV 0VV amooPBévvuobatl
dokovvtag aotépag, w Tlpagye,” Gdvat ,Tag €lg CWHA KATADVOUEVAS
OAag Puxag 0pav vouile, tovg O 0lov AVAAAUTIOVTAS TAALY Kal ava-
dawvouévoug katwbev, dxAVV Tiva kat COdov womeQ MNAOV dTtooELo-
HEVOUG, TAG €K TV OWHATWYV ETavanAeovoag peta Tov Oavatov: ot &’
AV dLAPEQOUEVOLOALHOVES ELOL TV VOUV €XELV AeYOUEVWV AVOQWTIWV.
TeQAONTL O¢ KATWELV EKAOTOL TOV OUVOEOTHOV, 1) T1) PuxT) ovpTTéduice.”

TALUT AKOVOAS AVTOG AKQBE0TEQOV TROOEXELY Kal Oeaobattwv &oTé-
QWV ATIOOAAEVOVTAG TOVG HEV T)TTOV TOVG 0¢ HaAAov, | @omeQ Tovg T
diktva dxonuaivovtag év ) OaAdoor) GpeAdovg dpwpev EmipeQopé-
VOULG® €viovg d¢ TolG KAWOOUEVOLS ATOAKTOLS OHOLWS EAtka TETAQAY UE-
VNV Kol AVORAAOV EAKOVTAGS, OV DUVAEVOUS KATAOTNOAL TNV Kivnow
e evBeiag. Aéyewv d¢ TV Pwvi)v Tovg pev eVOelV Kal TETAYUEVNV
kivnow €xovtag evnviog Puxaic xonodat dux teodnv kat maldevov
aoteloy, OUK Ayav OKANQOV Kal AyQLOV TaQEXOHEVALS TO AAOYOV TOUG
O’ v Kal KATW TTOAAAKIC AVWHAAWS KAl TETaQayUEVWS EYKALvovTag,
0loV €K DEOUOU OTIAQATTOMEVOVG, DLOTIELDETL Kal Avaywyols dU amat-
devoiav Cuyopaxetv 1)0eot, TN HEV KQATOUVTAG KAL TTEQLAYOVTAG ETTL OE-
ELdv, TN 0& KAUTTOHEVOUG VIO TV MOV Kal ouveDPEAKOUEVOUS TOLG
AUXQTIHAOLY, elTa TTAALY avTiteivovTag kol Blalopévoug. ToV HEV YXQ
OVUVOETUOV Ol XAALVOV T AAGYwW TNG PuxTS EUPePANéVOY, dTay dv-
TIOTIAOT), TV AEYOUEVIV HETAREAELAV ETIAYELV TAIS APAQTIALS KAl TV
€Tl Tl 1dovals, 60aL TAQAVOUOL KAl AKQATELS, aloXxvVNV, dAyndova
Kal TAN YNV ovoav évOévde g Puxne DO TOL KEATOUVTOS KAl &QXOV-
TOG £TUOTOLLOEVNG, HEXOL AV 0UTW KOAaLoUEVT) TtelOnvIog YévnTatkatl
ovvnOng wome BPéUpa MEAOV &VeL TANYNS KAt aAynddvog OO CLU-
BOAwV 0E£wG Kal onpeiwv aloOavopévn Tov dalpovog.

,a0TAL LEV OUV OP€ TTOTE Kal Poadéws dyovTatkat kablotavTat meog
TO 0éov. €k d¢ TV euNViwy ékelvwv (kal) katnkowv VOV £ apxNs
KAl YEVEOEWS TOL Olkelov dALHOVOG Kal TO HavTkOV 0Tt Kat OeokAv-
tovpevov Yévog: wv TV Epuodwpov tov KAalopeviov Ypuxnyv axrkoag
dMmovOev, wg ATOAE(TIOVOA TIAVTATIATL TO OWHA VOKTWQ Kol ped’ 1pé-
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dragged down by it, but floats as it were, keeping contact with the man
by his head, like an attachment on top of <a net>2%* sunk in deep water.
The soul straightens itself around it, and it holds up as much of the soul as
is obedient and not under the domination of the passions. The part sub-
merged in the body?? is called the soul: the part that survives destruction
is commonly called Intellect, and people believe it to be within themselves,
just as they believe reflections to be in mirrors. Those who have the right
idea of it, however, call it daimon, regarding it as outside themselves. The
stars which seem to be being extinguished, Timarchus,” he went on, “you
should understand [591F] as souls being wholly submerged in the body;
those that light up again, as it were, and appear from below, shaking off
the mire of darkness and mist, as those making the voyage up from their
bodies after death. Those that are moving around??® above are the daimones
of men who are said to possess Intellect.??” Try to catch a sight of the bond
in each of them, to see how it is joined to the soul.”

“When he heard this, Timarchus (as he told us) paid closer attention and
saw the stars tossing up and down, some more and some less violently,
[592A] like the movement we see of corks marking nets in the sea. Some
however described a confused and irregular spiral®?® like a spindle as the
thread is spun, being unable to steady their motion and keep to a straight
path. The Voice explained that those who displayed a straight, controlled
motion had souls made responsive to guidance thanks to good nurture and
education, souls which therefore delivered their irrational element in not
too stubborn or savage a condition. Those that swerved up and down in
an irregular and confused way, as though jerked about [592B] at the end
of a tether, were struggling against a personality rendered disobedient and
uncontrollable by lack of education; sometimes they prevailed and guided
their course to the right,?*’ sometimes they were deflected by passions and
dragged along by misdeeds, only to try once again to resist and enforce
their control. The bond, you see, was like a curb put on the irrational el-
ement in the soul; when the daimon pulls on it, it induces what is called
repentance for misdeeds and shame for illicit and uncontrolled pleasures.
This shame is a painful wound felt because the soul is from this point?*° be-
ing checked by its controlling and ruling power, and it continues to be felt
[592C] until this chastisement makes the soul accustomed and responsive
to the rein, like a well-broken animal, needing no blow or pain, but quickly
becoming aware of the daimon through symbols and signs.

“These souls,” the Voice went on, “are guided and settled in the way
they should be though slowly and late in the day. Butitis from those which
are responsive and obedient to their own daimon from the start, from birth
in fact, that the race of prophets and divine men comes. Among these,
you have doubtless heard of the soul of Hermodorus of Clazomenae.?*!
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Qv €MAAVATO MOAVV TOTOV, €lT’ avOIg ETavi)el TOAAOIS TV HAKQAXV
AeYoUévwV Kal TOATTOUEV@Y EVTLXOVOA KAL TAQAYEVOUEVT), LEXOL O
TO CWHA TNS YLVALKOG TTROd0VOTG AaPovTeg ol £xOoot Puxrg éonuov ol-
KOL KATETIQNOAV. TOVTO eV 0DV 0UK AANOEG €0Tiv: oV Y £E£Bavevy 1
PUXT) TOU OWHATOG, VTTEKOVOA O’ AEL KAl XAADOX T dALHOVL TOV 0UVOE-
OHOV €DIDOL TTEQQOUTV KAl TteQLPolTNOLY, WoTe TOAAX CLUVOPWVTA Kol
KATOHKOVOVTA TV EKTOG eloayYEAAey. ol O dpaviocavtes TO0 CwWUA KOL-
HMWUEVOL HEXOL VOV DKMV €V TQ TapTdow Tivovot. tavta O elon” pavat
L,oapéoTeQov, @ veavia, Toltw unvi- vov o &midu”

TLOAUEVNG O TS PwvTg BovAecBat pev avTov 6 Tipapyog dn Oe-

aoaoBal eglotoédovta, tic 6 POeyyduevog ein oPpodoa de TV keha-
ANV avlig aAynoac, kabamep Bia cvpiecOeloav, OVOEV ETLYLYVWOOKELY
oY’ atoBaveoBaL TV kad” EavTdV, elTa LEVTOL LETA UIKQOV AVEVEYKWV
opav avtov év Tpodwviov maga TV el0odov, oUTteQ €€ AOXNG KATEKAL
On, kelpevov.
23. 6 pev ovv Tyuaeyov pvbog ovtog: €met O EAOwV ABrvale tolte pn-
VL Kata TV Yevopévny Gwvny éteAevtnoey, Nuels ¢ Twrpdtel Oav-
ualovteg amnyyéAdopev, pépupato Lwkodtng Nuac, ot pr Lovtog €Tt
oL Tipagyov duABopev: avtov ya av Ndéws ékeivov mMubéobat katl
TIEOOAVAKQLVAL OADETTEQOV.

"ATtéxels, @ OedKkoLTe, HETA TOL AGYOL TOV HUOOV, AAA” S un) KAt OV
E€vov ULV magakAnTéov €Tt v (NTnoy: olkela yaQ Tdvu Kol eooT)-
kovoa Oeloig avdpdot.”

10" eimev "Emapetvavoag oL CUUPAAAETAL Y VOV ATIO TWV AVTWV
avayopevog nuLv;’

Kat 0 matnE pewwkoag ‘toovtov’ €dn ‘1o 10og, @ Eéve, TO TovTOVL,
OlWTNAOV K&l OGS ToUG AOYOUS eVAABEC, ATTANOTOV D¢ TOL pHavOdvery
Kat axgoaoBar 010 kat LmivOaog 0 Tapavtivog ovk OALyov avT@ ouv-
duxtoiag évtavOa xoovov aet d1rtov Aéyet undevi mw v kad” Eéavtov
avOpwmwv évtetuxnréval | unte mAgiova yryvawokovtt uit éAdocoova
dOeyyouévw. oL 0OV & POVelS aVTOC dleADe Tepl TV elpnUévwv.

24. “Eyw totvuv’ €dn ‘tov pév Tiuaexov AdYov omeQ Legov kal AOLAOV
avaxetoOat pnut @ Oeq xonvar Oavualw O et Toig VO Liupiov Ae-
YOUEVOLS AUTOD DVOTUOTHOOVOL TIVES, KUKVOUG HEV YAQ LEQOVS Kl DQA-
KOVTAG Kal kKOvag Kal immouvg ovopalovteg, avOpwmovg d¢ Oeiovg etvat
Kkat OeodPAels amiotovvTeg, kKat TavTa Tov 0eov 0L Gidogviv dAAX Pi-
AdvOowmov 1 yovuevol. kaOdmeg o0V avio GIALTITIOg oL TtdvTwyv Opoi-
WG EMUEAELTAL TWV ATIO TAVTOL YEVOUS, AAA” el TV &oLoTtov éEaxtpwv
Kat amokpivwv ka®’ adtov dokel kat Teédel kat dyana daPeQdvTws,
(00Tw) KAl U@V oL VTTEY NUAG Tovg BeAtiotoug olov €€ dyéAng xaod-
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It used to leave his body completely, at night and by day, and wander far
and wide returning again [592D] after encountering and witnessing many
things done and said in distant places, until his wife betrayed him, and his
enemies found the body, abandoned by the soul, in his house, and burnt
it. This account however is not quite true: the soul did not depart from the
body, it merely eased and loosened its bond to the daimon, and let the dai-
mon travel and wander around, so that it could report back the many things
it saw and heard in the world outside. Those who destroyed the body as
Hermodorus slept are even now paying the penalty in Tartarus. You will
know these things [592E] better, young man,” the Voice continued, “two
months from now. For the present, you may go.”

‘“When the Voice had ceased, Timarchus said, he wanted to turn round

and see who the speaker was. But he again felt a violent pain in his head,
as though it was forcibly crushed, and he had no further understanding or
sense of his situation. But after a little while he recovered consciousness
and saw that he was lying in the cave of Trophonius, just by the entrance,
where he had originally lain down.
23. ‘Well, that is Timarchus’ story. He died, as the Voice had said, two
months after his return to Athens. [592F] We marvelled, and told Socrates;
and he blamed us for not having told him about it while Timarchus was
still alive, because he would have liked to hear it from him and question
him in more detail.

‘So, Theocritus, there is your myth and there is your argument. But
maybe we should ask our guest to join our investigation for it is one that
is very proper and fitting for godly men.’

‘But,” said the stranger, “‘why doesn’t Epaminondas contribute his view,
seeing that he has had the same training as we have?’

My father smiled. “That is his personality, sir,” he said, ‘taciturn and
cautious in speech, but insatiable in learning and listening. Spintharus of
Tarentum,?*? who spent quite a long time with him here, says that he never
yet met any man of his time [593A] who knew more or said less. So tell
us what you yourself think about what has been said.’

24. My opinion,” said Theanor, ‘is that Timarchus’ account should be
dedicated to the god, as sacred and inviolable. But as to what Simmias has
said on his own behalf, I should be surprised if any should disbelieve it, or
be prepared to call swans, snakes, dogs, and horses ‘sacred’, 233 without be-
lieving that there are men who are godly and loved by the gods —and that,
though they think god to be ‘lover of mankind” not ‘lover of birds’. And
just as a horse-lover [593B] does not take equal care of all the specimens
of the same breed,?** but always singles out and selects one that is best,
trains it by itself, fosters it, and specially cherishes it, so those above us put
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Eavteg WOlag TVOG Kal MeQLTTNS Maaywylag aflovot, ovx OO Nviag
0VdE QUTNEWYV AAAX AdYW dLx OCLUBOAWY eVBVVOVTES, WV Ol TOAAOL Kol
AYeAQIOL TAVTATIAOLY ATIEIRWS EXOVOLV. 0VdE YAQ Ol TTOAAOL KUVESG TV
Onoatikwv onueiwv ovd’oi MOAAOL (MMOL TWV IMTKOV CLVIACLY, AAA”
ol pepaOnKdteg €VOLS ATIO TLYHOV TOL TVXOVTOG T) TTOTITTVTHOD TO TIQO-
otaTTopEVOV aloBavopevol gadiwg eig 0 del kablotavtal Gatvetal de
Yyvookwv kat ‘Opneog fv Aéyopev dadooay NUES” TV YAQ HAVTEQWY
OLWVOTIOAOVG TIVAS KAAEL Kal LeQELS, €TEQOUG d¢ TV Bewv avT@V daxAe-
YOUEVWV OLVIEVTAG KAl OUI(EOVODVTAS ATIOOTUALVELY OleTal TO HEA-
Aov, év oig Aéyel

,twv O “EAevog, IToukpowo dpirog maig, E0vOeTo Ovpu@

BovAnv, 1§ oa Oeotov EéPrjvdave untowot”
Kat

WG YO £ywV OTU dcovoa eV (alel) YeVETAwV.” WOTEQ YOO TV Pa-
O£V KAl TOV OTOATITY@WYV TV dAvolay ot Hev €ktog alobdvovtat kat
YLYV@OKOLOL TTUQOOLS TLOL KAl KNEUYHAOL Kal UTTo oaATtiyywyv, Toig d0&
TUOTOIS Kat ovvr)feotv avtol pealovoty, oUtw T0 Belov 0Alyols évtuy-
Xavel dU abtov kat omaviwg, Tolg d¢ MOAAOLS onpela ddwWOLY, €€ WV 1)
Agyouévn HavTiKT) ovvEoTnke. 0ol eV Y o0V OALYwVv avOowTwy Ko-
ouovot Biov, obg &v dkpws pakalovg te kat Oelovg wg aANBws dmep-
YaoaoOat ovAnOwotv: ai d drinAAaypéval yevéoews Ppouxatl kat oxo-
AdClovoat TO AOLTOV ATO OWHATOG, OloV EAeV0eQaL TApuTAY Adetpévat,
dalpovég elowy avOpwnwv enpeAeic kad” Holodov. wg yoo aOAnTag
KATaAVOavTag &oknoty DO YNEWS ov TeAéws AmoAeimel TO PLAOTIHOV
Kal PLAoopatov, AAA” €T€00VG ACKOUVTAS OQWVTEC IOOVTAL KAL TTaQt-
KAAOLOL kat cvpumagadéovoty, oUTwS Ol TETMAVUEVOL TWV TIEQL TOV [Blov
Ayvwv Ol etV Puxng YeVOEVOL dAIpOVES OV MAVTEAWS ATIUALOV-
oLta evTavOa meaypata kat AGyoug kol 0TTovdAS, AAAX TOIG €T TAVTO
Yupvalopévolg TéAog evUEVELS OVTES Kol CUUPLAOTIIOVHEVOL TIQOG TV
aQeTnV éykeAgvoval kal ovveEoguoty, 6tav Eyyivg non tNg EATdOG
AHUAAwPEVOUS Kal PadovTag 0QWaLV.

oV Y& olg €tuxe oLVUPEQETAL TO DALUOVIOV, AAA” OloV €T TV VNXO-
Hévawy &v OaAdtTn tovg pev meAaryioug €Tt kat mEoow TS YNG Gpegoué-
VOULG Ol €TLYNG £0TWTES OLWT) Be@vTat HOVov, Toug O €yyUg 101 maa-
Oéovteg kal magepPaivovtec aua kal xeol kKai pwvr Bonbovvrec dva-
o@lovotv, 00TOG, @ .... TOL datpoviov 6 TEOTOG: (Ledinow) NUag Pamti-
Copévoug DTIO TV TEAYHATWYV KAl CWHATA TOAAX KaOAmeQ oXrjpHata
pHetadappavovrag avtovg eEapAacBal kat parxgobupety dU oikelag
TEERWEVOLS &QeTNG owleobat kal Tuyxavely Alpévog. Ntig o v 1on
dLx VLWV YEVETEWV NYWVIOUEVT] HAKQOUS &Yy@WVag €V Katl meoOUHwe
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their brand, as it were, on the best of the herd and think that these deserve
some particular and special guidance, controlling them not by reins or hal-
ters but by reason through the medium of secret signs which are entirely
unknown to the many and the common herd. After all, most dogs don’t un-
derstand the hunter’s signals, most horses don’t understand the trainer’s;
only those who have learned immediately perceive the command that is
being given by a casual whistle or a clacking of the tongue?° [593C] and
easily come to order. Homer clearly understands the distinction we are
making. He calls some prophets augurs and priests, while believing that
others understand and are conscious of the talk of the gods themselves and
so give warning of the future. He says:

“Then Priam’s dear son Helenus understood

The plans the gods in counsel had approved”;
and again

“For so I heard the voice of the immortal gods.”?*® The outside world
perceives and knows the intention of kings and generals by beacons and
proclamations and trumpet-calls, while to their loyal associates they de-
clare it themselves. Similarly,>’ the divine power [593D] converses di-
rectly with few men and rarely, while to the many it gives signs, out of
which is constituted what is called “divination’. The gods honour the lives
of a few men whom they wish to make supremely blessed and truly godly;
but souls which have done with Becoming®® are free from concern with
the body and are left as it were to range free — these are, as Hesiod tells
us, 2 the daimones that take care of humans. Athletes who have given up
training because of age are not altogether abandoned by the spirit of com-
petitiveness and concern for the body; they enjoy seeing others training,
they encourage them and run beside them. [593E] So those who have
retired from the contests of life and, because of the excellence of their soul,
have become daimones, do not altogether spurn the affairs, arguments, and
enthusiasms of this world, but feel well-disposed to those in training for
the same goal, and encourage and urge them on in their quest for virtue,
when they see that their striving has brought them within touching dis-
tance of their hopes.

‘The daemonic power, indeed, does not aid all and sundry. [593F]
Think how spectators on shore watch in silence swimmers who are still
out at sea and far from land, but, once they come close, run down and
wade into the water, helping by hand and voice to bring them to safety.
This...?*" is the way of the daemonic power: it <leaves>?*! us, when we
are swamped by circumstances, passing from body to body — from boat to
boat, as it were — to struggle and suffer in our efforts to save ourselves by
our own virtue and come safely into port. But if a soul has fought its long
fight well and enthusiastically through countless births, and now, its cycle
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PuxT) TS TEQLODOL TLUTIEQALVOIEVTS KivOuvevovoa | kal GprAotipov-
pévn meot Vv €kPaoty dewTL TOAA® (TOIS) dvw TEoopEéonTal TavT)
TOV olkelov ov vepeoq daipova Pondetv 6 Beog AAA” ddinot T meodv-
pHovpéve meoBvpeitald” AAA0g AAANV dvaoc@lely éykeAevopevog, 1) 0&
oLVAKOVEL DX TO AN O ey kal oleTal, un etbopévn 8¢, AToALTTOV-
TOG TOV dALHOVOG, OVK £VTLXWS ATtAAA&OTEL”

25. Tovtwv eipnuévav 0 Enapetvavdag amopAépag eig éué ‘ool pév,
einev ‘0 Kadiola, oxedov woa BadiCewv €ig TO Yupvaolov 1omn katl pn
amoAeinewy Tovg ovvrOetg, Nuels ¢ Oedvoog EmipeAnoopeOo dAV-
oavteg Otav dokrn TV ovvovoiav.”

KAYW ‘tavt” EPnv ‘modTTwpeV AAAX HKQOV olpal Tt pet’ €pov Kal
FaAa&wweov BovAetal oot diaAexOnval 6 OedkpLtog ovtoot.

‘ayadn toxn’ eime “duaAeyéobw’ kal TEONYEV AVAOTAS €Il TO €TTL-
KAUTIELOV TNG OTOAC. KAl 1UELS TEQLOXOVTES AVTOV ETIEXELQOVUEV T~
QAKAAELV ETTL TNV TMEAELV. O D& KAl TNV Muéoav €Pn mAvL oadwg eldéval
¢ KaBddOL TV PLYAdWV Katl ovvteTdxOat peta I'ogyidov toig Ppiroig
TEOG TOV KALQOV, ATIOKTEVELV O& TWV TIOALTWV AKQLTOV OLOEVA [T Ue-
YAANG AVAYKNG YeEVOUEVNS, AAAWG d¢ Kal TTEOG TO TANO0C AUOLELY TO
Onpaiwv etvat Tivag dvaitiovg kal kabagovg Twv memEaypévawy, (o)
HaAAov €Eovoty AvLTOTITWS (TIROG) TOV dNUOV WS ATO TOL PeATioTOU
TIAQALVOLVTEG. €D0KEL TADO’ MUV, KAKEIVOG HEV dveXwENoev avOig wg
TOUG TEQL LUy, NUELS & KATAPBAVTES €I TO YUHUVATIOV €VETUYXAVO-
pev toig Pplrotg, kal diAapupavwv &AAog dAAoV v @ ovumalaley ta
pev emuvOaveto T O €doale Kal CLVETATTETO TMEOS TNV TEAELY. Ew-
owuHeV d¢ Kal ToLg mepl Apxilav kal PAmmoV AANALpEVOLS ATidvVTAg
ETTL TO OELTIVOV. O Y@ PLAADAG dedLws pr) Tov AudiBeov mooavéAwaoty,
eVOVG Ao TS Avoavoidov TEoTOUTS TOV AQ) oy deEdevog kal Tte-
oL NG (...) Yuvaikog, NG ETOLH@YV ETvyxavev, elg EATdAC éuBaiwv wg
APLEOUEVNG €lg TOV TtOTOV, €TeLloe TOOGS POV iV Kat dveotv ToaméoOat
HETA TV elwBOTWV aVTQ OLVAKOAQOTALVELY.

26. Oye 0’ (v) NoN t0 te PUXOG ETMETELVE TTVEVHATOS YEVOUEVOL, Kal
Ol TOVTO TWV TOAAWV TAXLOV EIG TAS OKIAG AVAKEXWENKOTWV TUES
pev toug mepl AapokAedav kat ITeAomtdav kat @eOTOUTOV EVTUXOVTES
aveAappavopev, aAAoLd” dAAovg: éoxloOnoav yag evOLS UTteEPAAGV-
teg tov Kibapwva, kat magéoxev avtolg 0 XeHwV Ta TROTWTA OVY-
KEKAAVUEVOLS Ade@C dLeABetv TV oAy éviog O émmotoae de&lov
AVev PEOVING €l0OVOL DX TWV TIVAWV' Kol TO OTHELOV €DOKEL KAAOV
TEOG AoPAAelav Kal dOEaV, WS AaUTEWV AKVOVVWY d¢ TV TeAEewV
E0OUEVWV.
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complete, draws near the upper region, ever in danger [594A] and striving
with much sweat to secure its landing?*? — then god does not grudge its
daimon the chance to help it, but lets it do so if it so wishes; and one wishes
to save one soul, and another another by cries of encouragement, and the
soul can hear (for it is close by now) and is saved; or if it does not heed,
and the daimon deserts it, it comes to no happy end.

25. At the end of this speech, Epaminondas looked at me. ‘It’s nearly time
for you to go to the gymnasium, Caphisias,” he said, ‘and not desert your
comrades. [594B] We will choose the time to break off this conversation,
and then we will look after Theanor.”

‘Let’s do that,” I said, “but here is Theocritus, wanting, I think, to have
some talk with you, with Galaxidorus and myself present.’

‘Good luck to him,” he said, ‘let him have it.” He got up and led us out

to the angle of the colonnade. We gathered round him, and tried to urge
him to take part in the plan. He said that he was well aware of the day of
the exiles’ return, and he and Gorgidas had made arrangements with their
friends to meet the situation; but he would not kill any citizen without
trial except in case of great necessity; [594C] moreover, it was right for the
general population of Thebes that there should be some persons without
responsibility or involvement in the affair, who could be less suspect to
the people,?*3 and be known to have the highest moral grounds for their
advice. We approved this. Epaminondas then returned to Simmias and
the rest, while we?** went down to the gymnasium and met our friends.
Wrestling with different partners, we were all able to ask questions, give
explanations, and organize ourselves for the action. We saw Archias and
Philippus®®® also anoint themselves and go off to the dinner. Phyllidas, in
fact, [594D] being afraid they might kill Amphitheus?!® before we could
act, had intercepted Archias as soon as he had returned from escorting
Lysanoridas,??” and instilled into him some hope that the...?*® woman with
whom he was in love would be coming to the drinking party. He had thus
persuaded him to relax and be comfortable with his usual companions in
debauchery.
26. It was late now, and getting colder, and a wind had arisen. Most peo-
ple therefore had gone home quickly. We?* fell in with Damoclidas,?>
Pelopidas, and Theopompus®! and took them along with us. Others did
the same for others of the exiles; they had separated immediately [594E]
after crossing Cithaeron,?? and the stormy weather enabled them to wrap
up and hide their faces, so as to pass through the city without fear. Some,
as they entered the gate, had seen a flash of lightning on the right, unac-
companied by thunder.?>® This was a good sign of safety and of glory: our
actions would be famous, but free of danger.
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27. WG OOV ATIAVTEG EVOOV TUEV TTEVTIIKOVTA DVELY déOVTEG, 1101 TOL Oc0-
KQI(TOL KO £aLTOV €V Olkiokw TV oparyalopévov ToAvS v TG OvEAg
AQAYHOG, KAl HETA HKQOV NKE TIC Ay YEAAWV Umtnoétag tov Agylov dvo
KOTITEWY TNV aVAELOV dTteoTaApuévoug omovdr) meog Xapwva Kol KeAgv-
£V avolyewv Kat ayoavaktetv Boddov vrtakovovtwv. Bogupnoeis ovv O
Xapwv &kelvolg pev evOLG dvoryvoval mpooétalev, avTog O’ anavt)-
oag Exwv otédpavov we tefukwe kal vy émuvOAVETO TV VTNEETWV
6 Tt fovAovTo. Aéyetd” dtepog ‘Agylag kal DiAtmrtog Emeppay NUAS Ke-
AgVOVTEC WG TAXLOTA 07 TjKELY TTROG AVTOVC.” EQOEVOL & TOL XAQWVOC,
Ti¢ 1) OToLdN) TG TNVIKADTA HETATIE PEWS AVTOD KAl HT) TLKALVOTEQOV,
‘ovdEV lopev’ 0 Omneétng Edn 'mAéov, AAAX Tl Aéywuev avTolg;” ‘OtLvn
AU eimev 6 Xdowv “Oelc TOV otédavov 1on kat AaPwv to patiov émo-
par ped” Opwv yap tnvikavta BadiCwv datagdw Tvag ws ayouevog.”

‘oUtwg’” €Pn ‘moter | katl ya 1pac det toig DO TOALY PQOVEOILS KO-
ool TL TEOOTAYHA TIAQAX TV AQXOVTWV.”

EKELVOL HEV 0DV OXOVTO, TOV 0& XAQWVOG eloeADOVTOG TTROG TUAS Kal
TAVTA PEACAVTOC EKTIANELS ATIAVTAG £0XEV OLOREVOUG pepmvLoDal, Katl
tov ITnmooBeveldav Omevdovv ol TAELoTOL KWAVOAL eV ETLXELONTAVTA
TV k&B0doV dx ToL XADWVOG, €mel O AMETUXE KAl CLVNTITE TQW KAL-
0@ TO dewvoy, éfevnvoxévat mBavov eival v moagy DO déovg: ov
YOO APIKETO HETA TV AAAWV €ig TNV olkiav, AAA” OAwg €ddkeL movn-
00¢ yeyovévat kat maAlpBoAog. ov unv aAAa tov ye Xdowva Tdvteg
wopeDa xonvat Padilety kal VTTAKOVELV TOIG AQXOLOL KAAOVHEVOV. O D&
keAevoag Tov viov EADeLV kKdAALoTOV dvta OnPaiwv, © Agxédaue, Tal-
dat kKal PLAOTTOVTATOV TEQL TAX YUUVATLX, TTEVTEKALOEKETT HUEV OXEDOV
TOAD d¢ QN Kal peyédel dadpégovia Twv OuNAikwy, ‘ovtog,” elmev ‘@
AVOQEG, UOL HOVOG E0TL KAl &yamnTdg, WOTEQ l0TE" TOVTOV VULV TAQA-
ddwL TEOG Bewv ATtaot TEOG dAUOVWVY ETUOKNTTTWV" €l Paveny éyw
TIOVNQOG TeQL DUAG, dmokTelvate, U ¢pelonod’ Nuav: 1o d¢ Aotmov, @
avdeg dyabot, mMEOg TO ovpTecovEVOV avTitaEaoOe, un mEonobe T
owpata dadOeigat toig £X0I0ToIg AVAVIQWGS Kal dkAewS, AN Apvva-
00¢ tag Puxac anTTiToug M) TATEdL PLA&TTOVTES. TAVTA TOL XAQWVOG
Aéyovtog TO pev pedvnua kat v kadokayaBiav é0avudlopev, EOg
0¢ TNV DIoPlav NYAVAKTOUUEV KAl ATIAYELV EKEAEVOUEV TOV TTAOA.

10 8" OAoV’ elmev O ITeAomidag ‘ovd” eV PefovAevobatl dokelc NuLy,
@ XAQwV, Ut HETAOTNOAUEVOS €1G OlKlay €TEQaV TOV LIOV" TL YO AVTOV
del ktvdvvevey ped’ MUV EYKATAAAUPBAVOEVOV; KOl VOV €KTIEUTITE-
oG, V' Ny, €&V Tt TAOXWHEV, EVYEVTG DTTOTREPNTAL TIHWQEOG €L TOLG
TLEAVVOULG. ‘oK E0TLV elmev 0 XAQwvV, ‘AAA” aVUTOL TTAQAHEVEL KL KLV-
duvevoel ped” UV 0VdE Y TOVTW KAAOV DTtoXElpLoV YevéoDat Toig
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27. When we were all in the house,?* forty-eight of us, and while The-
ocritus was sacrificing privately in a separate room, there was a great ham-
mering on the door. Very soon, someone came to tell us that two officers of
Archias were knocking at the street-door, on an urgent errand to Charon:
[594F] they were telling the servants to open up, and were angry at their
slowness in obeying. Charon was greatly alarmed. He gave orders to open
up at once, and himself went to meet the visitors, wearing a wreath, as
though he had sacrificed and was now drinking. He asked the officers
what they wanted. ‘Archias and Philippus sent us,” said one of them, ‘with
orders for you to go to them as soon as possible.” Charon asked what was
the urgency in sending for him at such an hour, and whether there was
any fresh news. “We know no more,” replied the officer, ‘but what are we
to tell them?” Tell them,” said Charon, ‘that I'm following you, as soon as I
have taken off my garland and got my cloak;*? if I go with you at this time
of night, I shall cause a disturbance: people will think I am being arrested.’

‘Do as you say,” said the officer, [595A] ‘we have also to deliver some
order from the authorities to the guard in the lower town.’

So they went their way, and Charon came back to us and told us what
had happened. We were all appalled. We thought we had been betrayed,
and most suspected Hipposthenidas: he had tried to prevent the return
by sending Chlidon,?*® and, when he had failed and the moment of dan-
ger had come, it was only too plausible?®” that he should have revealed
the plan out of fear. In fact, he had not come to the house with the rest,
and was generally thought to have been a disloyal and unreliable charac-
ter. None the less, we all agreed that Charon should go [595B] and obey
the authorities” orders. He then sent for his son. He was the most beauti-
ful boy in Thebes, Archedamus, and the keenest athlete in the gymnasia,
about fifteen years old, but much stronger and taller than his contempo-
raries. ‘“This, gentleman,” said Charon, ‘is my beloved only child. I entrust
him to your hands, and I enjoin you all, by all the powers of heaven, if I
should prove traitor to you, to kill him, and not spare us. And now, my
brave friends, prepare to face whatever happens.?>® Do not hand your lives
to your bitterest enemies like craven cowards. [595C] Defend yourselves,
keep your hearts unconquered for your country’s sake.” We marvelled at
Charon’s spirit and nobility as he said this, but we were grieved at his sus-
picions of us, and told him to take the boy away.

‘Altogether, Charon,” said Pelopidas, “we think you made a wrong deci-
sion in not moving your son to another house. Why need he run risks by
being caught with us? Even now, he should be sent away, so that he can
grow up to avenge us nobly on the tyrants.” ‘Impossible,” said Charon, ‘he
shall stay here [595D] and run the risk with you. It is not right for him too
to be under our enemies’ sway. My boy, be brave beyond your age: this is
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€x0001s, aAAAX TOApa o’ NAKiav, @ Tal, yevopevog AOAwV dvaykal-
WV Kal Kivdvveve peta moAAwV kat ayabwv moAttwv UTtép éAevOepiag
KAl AQeTNG MOAAN O €ATIC €Tt Aelmetal, Kal mov tig épopa Oewv NUAg
AywVILOHEVOUGS TTEQL TV dKAlwV.

28. Adxoua moAAolg EmNABev MUV, @ Agx£édape, TEOS TOvg Adyoug
TAVOQOGC, AUTOG O’ AdDAKQEULG Kal ateykTog £y xeoloag ITeAomida tov viov
€xaoeL dx Bvpwv deflovuevog EkaaToV MUWV Kal TtaeaBaQEUVwV. £TL
d¢ paAAov av 1 yaocw ToL TAdOS avTOL TNV PAdQOTNTA KAl TO AdeEg
TEOG TOV KivdLVOV, WoTeE ToL NeomToAépov, Nt wxeLxoavtog unNt
ekmAayevtog, aAA” EAxovtog to Eidog tov ITeAomidov kat katapavOa-
vovTog. ¢V TouTe Kndoddweog (0) Ao(yel)tovog, eic twv pidwv, magnv
TEOG MHag ElPog ExwVv kal Owpaka gdNEoLY DevdedLEVOS Kal TLOO-
pevog v Xdowvog 01 Agxiov peTdme v )TIATO TV HEAAN OV U@V
Kal mapw&uvvev eVOVG EmiTac olkiag Padiletv: PpONoeoOaL Yo Epumecdv-
TG AVTOLG, €L O¢ pr), PEATIOV elvat TRoeADOVTAG év vtalbpw ovumAéKe-
oBat mEOC AVOQWTIOVE ATLVTAKTOVS KL OTIOQADAC T) HEVELV €V OKIOKW
kaOelplavtag avtovg womeQ ounvog Eapednoouévouvg HTO TV TO-
Agpiwv. éviyye 8¢ kat 0 HavTic ®e0KQLTOS, WG TV LEQWV OWTNEIWV Katl
KAAQV KAl TOOG AOPAAELAV EXEYYVWV AVTQW YEYOVOTWV.

29. omAlopévwv O U@V KAl CLVTATTOUEVWY avOLS aducveital Xdowv
AaOQ T TEOCWTW Kol HEWLWV KAl TROOPAEMWV €lg UAg Oappely Eicé-
Agvev, g devoL UNdeVOg OVToG AAAX TG TRAEewS 6dW Badilovong.

‘0 yap Agxiag” épn ‘kat 6 PIATITIOC WS kovOAY TKELY €UE KEKANLLE-
vov, | 1on Baeic V7O TG HEONG OVTES Kl oLVEKAEAVIEVOL TOLG TWHATL
TG PuXAG, HOALS dlavaotavteg €Ew mEonABov Emti tag Ovag. eimdvtog
d¢ tov Agyiov ,,puyadac, @ Xdowv, adkovouev év 1) ToAeL kQUTITETO L
nageloeABOvVTAc” oV pnetoiwg éyw datapaxBeic ,mov ' elmov ,elvatl
Aéyovtal kat tiveg;” ,,&yvooopev” 6 Apxiag eime ,kat oe TovTOL XAQLV
EADelv éxedgvoapev, el 1) TL TUYXAVOLSC CAPEOTEQOV AKTKOWS.” KAYW
HUKQOV OTteQ €k MANYNG avadpéowv v didvowv éAoyllounv Adyov
elvat TNV prvuoy ov BERatov, ovd’ OO TV TLVEWOITWYV EEevnvéxOat
TV TOAELY 0VOEVOS” OV Y& (0v) &YVOELY TNV olkiav avTovg, el Tig &i-
dws axEIPWS Eunvuev, dAAwg O vTIoiav 1) Adyov donuov év 1) ToAeL
TieQLpeQOUEVOV TjiKeLY €lg €kelvoug. elmov ovv mEOg avtov Ott ,,LVTog
eV AvOQorAedov MOAAdKIS éTtioTapal ripac toxvTag Queloag diake-
VTG Kol AGYoug Pevdels évoxAnoavtag Nuty, vovid™” édpnv ,,00dev axr)-
KOO TOLoVTOV, @ AQ)lor okéoual d¢ Tov Adyov, el keAevels, KAV TOOwW-
uat Tt poovrtidog alov, buag ov Anjoetal.”

LTWAVL pEv ovv” 6 PLAADag eime ,undév, @ Xapwv, adlepevvnTov
pUnd” &mvotov UTTEQ TOVTWV ATOALTING' TL YXQ KWAVEL UNdEVOS kaTadO-
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your first taste of fights that have to be fought. Face danger at the side of
many brave citizens, for freedom and for honour. There is still good hope,
and surely some god watches over us when we fight in a just cause.’

28. Many of us burst into tears, Archedamus, at Charon’s words; but
he himself remained dry-eyed and unmoved. He handed his son over
to Pelopidas, and walked out through the door, taking each of us by the
hand and giving us encouragement. You would have admired even more
the boy’s radiance and fearlessness in the face of danger. [595E] Like
Neoptolemus®® he neither paled nor showed fear. He drew Pelopidas’
sword and examined it closely. Meanwhile, Cephisodorus,260 the son of
Diogeiton, one of our friends, arrived to join us, wearing a sword and
an iron corselet under his clothes. When he heard of Charon’s summons
to Archias, he reproached us for delay, and urged us to make our move
against the houses at once: we should thus anticipate their attack, or, if
not, it was better to go forward and engage a disorganized and scattered
foe?®! in the open, than to stay shut up in a building, [595F] to be smoked
out by the enemy like a swarm of bees.?%? Theocritus the diviner urged this
course too: his sacrifices had been auspicious and favourable, and guaran-
teed our safety.

29. While we were arming and getting ready, Charon returned, cheerful
and smiling. He looked at us, and bade us be of good heart. There was
nothing to fear, things were going according to plan.

‘Archias and Philippus,” he said,?*® [596A] ‘were already far gone in
drink when they heard that I had come in accordance with their summons.
Their minds were as paralysed as their bodies. They could hardly stand
up, but they came to the door. “We hear, Charon,” said Archias, “that
some exiles have slipped into the city and are in hiding.” I was much dis-
turbed. “Where are they said to be, and who are they?” I asked. “We don’t
know,” said Archias, “and that is why we asked you to come, in case you
have heard something more definite.” I was a little while recovering my
thoughts from the blow, as it were, but I reckoned that their information
was only unreliable talk, [596B] and that none of the conspirators had
revealed the plot; they would have known the houses, I thought, if the in-
formation had come from anyone with exact knowledge. Some suspicion
or vague rumour circulating in the city must have reached their ears. So I
replied: “While Androclidas?** was alive, I know there was often a stream
of such idle rumours and false stories which were a nuisance to us, but I've
heard nothing like that now, Archias. If you wish, I will inquire into the
story, and if I learn anything that warrants concern, you shall hear of it.”

“Just so,” said Phyllidas, “don’t let anything pass without question or
inquiry in this connection, Charon. What’s wrong with treating nothing as
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VEWV AAAQX TavTa PLAdTTETOAL KAL TQOTEX ELV; KAAOV YAQ 1) TTOOVOLX KAl
0 ACPaAéc.” apoa d& Tov Agxlav VTTOAAPWV AT YEV ELG TOV OLKOV, €V @
TUVOVTEG TUYXAVOLOLY. AAAX U péAA eV, &vdeg,” €dn), ‘tpooevEdpe-
voL d¢ toig O¢eolg e€lwpev.”

TALTA TOL XAQWVOG ELTOVTOS £VXOUEDa Tolg Oe0ls Kal TaQeKAAOL-

uev aAAnAovc.
30. Ooa pév ovv Nv kad” v &vOwmoL HAALoTa Ttepl detmvdv elot, TO
d¢ mvevua HAAAOV EmuTetvov 101 VIPeTOV UTtekivel PekAdL AeTTr) e
YHEVOV, @WOTe MOAAT|V éQnuiay elval dLX TV OTEVWTWV dLeELOVOLY. oL
HeV o0V €mi tov Agovtiddav katl tov Ymatav tax0évteg £yyug AAAN-
AWV olkoLVTAG &V lpatiolg éEnecav éxovteg oVdEV ETEQOV TV OTAWVY
N pdxapav €kaotog (¢v 0¢ tovtolg v kat ITeAomidag kat AapokAeidag
kat Knduoodweog), Xdowv d¢ kat MéAwv kat ot pet” avtwv émtiBecOat
tolg Tepl Agxlav HéAAovTES, NUOWEAKIX EVDEDVHEVOL KAl OTEPAVOLS
daoelg £XOVTeG Ol eV EAQTNG 0L D¢ TTeVKNG, €VIoL OE KAl XITWVLX TV YU-
vau(ehwv apmexopevol, peBvovTag ATOUIHOVUEVOL KWHW XQWHEVOUG
HETA YUVALKQV.

1 0¢ xelpwv, @ AQx£€dae, TUXT KAl TAG TWV TTOAg UiV HaAakiog kal
ayvolag Taic NUETEQALS EMAVICOVOX TOAUALS KAl TIAQATKEVALS KAl KAt~
Oamep doapa TV MEAEV MUV AT AEXNG dlTOKIAAOLVOA KIVOLVW-
deov €meloodiolg el avTo oLVEdQaUE TO €Qyov, 0ELV Emidpépovona Katl
dELVOV AVEATILOTOL TEQLTIETEIAS AYWVA. TOV YAXQ XAQWVOG WG AVETELTE
toug Ttepl Agxiav kat PATITIOV dvaxwEToavTog olkade Kat dixokeva-
Covtog Nuag emLTnv moasy fkev évOévde maQ’ pwWV ETOTOAT) ta” Ao-
xlov Tov tepoddvTov MEOS Agxiav ékelvov Ovta Gpidov avt® katl E€vov,
ws €oucev, EEayyéAAovoa v kK&Bodov Kal TV EMPBOLATV TV puYA-
dwVv Kal TV olkiav, el v tageAnAvOeloav, KAt TOUG CUUTIEATTOVTAS
avTolc. o1 0¢ kal ) pédn katakekAaouévog 0 Agxlag kal T TEOO-
dOKIX TV YUVALKQWV AVETTONEVOS EDEEATO HEV TNV ETUOTOATV, TOV D&
YOAUUATOPOQOL GPrioAVTOC VTTEQ TIVWV OTIOLIA WV AT YeyoadpOatL ta
oToLdALX TOLVLV €lg aDELOV” €DN. KAl TNV pEV ETOTOAT)V DtéOnKkev VIO
O MEOOKEPAAALOV, alTr)oAg d¢ TOTHELOV EkéAgvOEV €Y XELV Kal TOV DUA-
Adav eEemepume oLVEXWS ETLOVEAG OKEPOUEVOV ELTA YOVALX TIQOOELOL.
31. TolxvTNG O& TOV TMOTOV EATIDOC DATTADAYWYNOAOTC TTROTHLEAVTES
THELS Kal Dl TV OKETWV VOV WOAUEVOL TIQOG TOV AVOQWVA KOOV
Tl taig Ovpals éotnuev EPOQWVTES TV KATAKEIHEVWY EkaoTov. | 1
HEV 0DV TV OTEPAVWYV Kal TG 00N TG OIS tapaAoyllopévn v Emi-
dnpiav Nuwv oynv énoinoev émel 0¢ mowtog 6 MéAwV wounoe dix pé-
oov TV xepa ) Aapr) tov Eidoug emiBePAnrwe, Kafiotxog 0 kvapevtog
&QXWV TOL PEaxiovog avTOV TTAQATIOQEVOUEVOV AVTIOTIACAS AVERON-
oev ‘00 MéAwv 00tog, @ PLAADR;” TovToL HEV 00V EEEKQOVOE TNV ETTL-
BovAn v &ua o Eipog AvEAKWY, dlavioTapevoy D& XaAeTtwe Tov Agyiav
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beneath notice [596C] but keeping a watchful eye on all things? Foresight
and security are an excellent thing.” With this, he supported Archias back
into the house, where they are now drinking. Let us not delay, friends,’
Charon concluded, ‘but pray to the gods and set forth.”

When he had spoken, we said our prayers to the gods and tried to give
one another courage.
30. It was now time when people are mostly at dinner. The wind was ris-
ing, and bringing a mixture of snow and light rain. So the streets were
deserted as we passed through them. The party detailed to deal with
Leontiadas and Hypatas,265 who lived near each other, went in cloaks,
armed only with a dagger each. [596D] Pelopidas, Damoclidas and
Cephisodorus were in this group. Charon, Melon and their companions,
who were due to attack Archias’ party, wore breastplates and had thick
garlands of fir or pine, and some of them had put on women’s dresses,
pretending that it was a party of drunken revellers with their women.?%

But bad fortune, Archedamus, which both evened the odds between
the enemy’s indolence and ignorance and our daring and preparedness,
and had from the start varied the drama of our plot [596E] with scenes
of danger, now accompanied us to the very moment of action, produc-
ing the sudden, dangerous crisis of a quite unexpected turn of events.?*’
Charon, having convinced Archias and Philippus, had returned home, and
was preparing us for action, when there came a letter from Athens, ad-
dressed by Archias the hierophant to the other Archias, who was his friend
and guest,?% reporting (presumably)?® the return and [596F] conspiracy
of the exiles, the house to which they had gone, and their collaborators.
Archias was now completely shattered by drink?”? and excited by the ex-
pectation of the women. He took the letter, but when the courier said it
was about a serious piece of business,?’! he merely said ‘Serious business
tomorrow!” put the letter under his pillow, called for a cup and ordered it
to be filled, and sent Phyllidas repeatedly to the door to see if the women
were coming.

31. These hopes kept them happily drinking until we joined the party. We
pushed straight past the servants into the dining-room, but paused for a
moment at the door, observing each of the diners. [597A] The sight of
our garlands and our clothes misled them as to the nature of our visit, and
produced a silence. Melon was the first to plunge in, hand on sword-hilt.
Cabirichus, the archon-by-lot,?’”? caught him by the arm as he passed him
and cried out ‘Phyllidas, isn’t this Melon?” Melon shook him off, and at the
same time drew his sword. Archias made an effort to rise, but Melon ran at
him and struck and struck again till he had killed him. As to Philippus, he
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ETUOQA WY OVK AVNKe Matlwv €wg dméktetve. Tov d¢ PiAimmov €towoe
HEV XAQwWV TIaQa TOV TOAXNAOV, AHUVVOUEVOV D€ TOLG TTAQAKELUEVOLG K-
nwpaoy 0 Avotbeog Ao e KAVNG xapal Katapadwv dvelde. Tov O¢
Kaioixov nueic katempadvouev aEl00vTeg Ur) Toig Tvedvvols Bonoeiv
AAAX TNV aTEda ovveAevBeQOLV LeQOV OvTa Kal Tolg Oeoig kKabwolw-
puévov UTEQ aVTNG WG O& KAL dLX TOV OIVOV OVK 1)V €VTTAQAKOULOTOG T
AOYLOH@ TIQOG TO OVUGDEQOV AAAX HETEWQOG KAl TETAQAYIEVOS dvioTa-
TO KAl TO 00V TEoePAAAeTO KAT alxunv, 6Tep € €00ug el pogovoty ot
T’ ULV XQXOVTES, €Y@ UEV €K HETOVL daAAPV TO DOQU KAl HETEWQL-
oag Ve KePaAng EBowv adetvatkal olety éavtdv, eLdE ), temAnEe-
oBar Oedmoumog d¢ magaoTag £k dellwv Kal Tq ElPel mataéag avtdv
“evtan0” €Pn ‘keloo HETA TOVTWYV, 0UG EKOAAKEVEC UT) YAQ €V EAeLOE-
oalg atePpavwoalo tails Onpalc unde Bvoeiag étL tolg Oeolg, €d” WV ka-
TNEAOW TOAANX T MATEOL TOAAAKLIS VTTEQ TV TIOAEUlwY eVXOUEVOG.”
nteadvtog d¢ Tov KaProixov 10 pev tepov 00pv BedKQITOG TAQWV AVI-
TaAoeV €K ToL POVov, TV d¢ Oepamdvtwv OAlyovs ToAuoavTag Apv-
vaoOat drepOelpapev Muelg, TOLg O 1jovXlay dyovTag i TOV avdQwva
KatekAeloapev oV POVAOUEVOL DATTECOVTAG EEaryyEIAaL TX TTETIQAY [LE-
va, TELV €DEVAL KAL TX TV ETAQWV €L KAAWGS KEXWETKEV.

32. 'Emoax0n d¢ kdketva tovtov ToV To0ToV* €koav ot ept ITeAomidav
o0 AgovTIddOL TNV aVAelOV 1)oLXT TE00EADOVTES Kl TOOS TOV T~
KoLoAVTA TV olkeTwV Edpaoav fjkety AONvnOev yoappata 1@ Agovti-
ada mapa KaAAlotodtov kopiCovtec. we d” dnayyeldag kat keAevoBeig
AvoLEAL TOV HOXAOV adelde kal HKQOV éVEdwKe TV Ovoav, EUTeTov-
teg abpoot kal avateépavteg Tov avOewTov levto dEOHw O TG av-
ANG €mi Tov B&dAapov. 0 & evOUG €l v aAnOeav éEevexOeig T vTo-
Vol KAl OTIAOAUEVOGS TO EYXELQIOLOV OQUNOTE TIOOC AHLVAYV, ADIKOG HEV
AV Kal TVQAVVIKOG eVEWOTOG O¢ 1) PuXT) Kal KAt Xl QwHaAéoc:
oV UNV €Yvw Ye T0V AU VOV KATAPAAELY KAl DLt OKOTOUG CUHUMIEAL TOIG
EruPegopévols, AN év pwti kaBopwuevog DTIO TOVTWV &pa TG BvEAC
avoryopévng maiet tov Kndtoddwoov eig tov Aayova katl devtéow @
[TeAomda ovpnecwv péya Powv avekaAeito tovg Bepamovtag. dAA
€kelvoug eV ot TeQl TOV Lapdav dvelyov oL MaQAKLVOLVEVOVTAG €1g
Xeloag EADELV AvOQATY ETUPAVETTATOLS TWV TMOALTQWV Kal KAt AAKNV
dlapégovoty. dywv O’ v t@ ITeAomda mEOg TOV Agovtiadav kot dat-
PLopog v Taig Bvpalg ToL BaAdpov otevaig ovoalg kol Tov Kndioodw-
00V TEMTWKOTOS &V HEoALS avTAlS Kal Ovijokovtog, wote un dvvaocOat
toU¢ dAAovg ooPonBetv. TéAog O O NuéTepog AaBwv pEV eig TNV Ke-
daAT|V 00 péya Toadpa doUG D& TTOAAX Kal KataPaAwv Ttov Asovtiddav
eréodate Oeouw T Kndploodwew: kat yoao ide mintovia tov ex0oov
0 avne kat te IeAomda v defav évéPaie kat Ttovg dAAoOVS doma-
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was wounded in the neck by Charon, and then, when he tried to defend
himself with the drinking-cups that were at hand, [597B] Lysitheus”3
threw him off the couch on to the floor and finished him off. Cabirichus we
tried to calm down, pointing out that he ought not to help the tyrants, but
ought to help to liberate his country, seeing that he was a sacred person,
consecrated to the gods on her behalf. But, thanks to the wine, he was
incapable of being induced by argument to understand his interests; he
got to his feet in high excitement and confusion, and brandished the point
of the spear which our archons always carried by custom. I seized the spear
by the shaft, raised it above his head,?”* and shouted to him to let go and
save himself, or else be struck down. [597C] Theopompus?*” came up on
the right, struck him with his sword, and cried out ‘Lie there with the men
whose toady you were! God forbid that you should wear your garland
in a free Thebes, or sacrifice any more to the gods in whose presence you
so often cursed your country by praying for its enemies.” After Cabirichus
had fallen, Theocritus, who was near by, snatched the sacred spear out of
the blood. A few of the servants ventured to attempt resistance; we killed
them. Those who stayed quiet we locked in the dining-room, not wanting
them to slip through and spread the news before we knew [597D] whether
our friends had been successful.

32. That business too had been done, in the following way: Pelopidas’
party had quietly approached Leontiadas” street door, and told the ser-
vant who answered that they had come from Athens with a letter for him
from Callistratus.?’® The man gave the message, and was ordered to open
up. As soon as he had removed the bar and opened the door a little, they
all rushed in together, threw the man to the floor and ran through the
courtyard to the bedroom. Leontiadas guessed the truth at once, drew
his sword, [597E] and set about defending himself. He was an unjust and
tyrannical person, but he had a stout heart and a powerful arm. But he did
not think of knocking over the lamp and confronting his attackers in the
dark. Instead, in full view of them all, the instant the door was opened,
he wounded Cephisodorus in the thigh. Next he fell on the second man,
Pelopidas, and shouted to summon the servants. They however were held
back by Samidas'?” party, and did not risk coming to blows with distin-
guished citizens who were also outstanding fighters. The struggle was
between Pelopidas and Leontiadas. They crossed swords [597F] in the
narrow doorway of the bedroom, where Cephisodorus had fallen and lay
dying in the middle of the entrance, so that the others could not join in. In
the end, our man received a slight wound in the head, but he gave many,
and finally felled Leontiadas and killed him over Cephisodorus’ still liv-
ing body. Indeed, Cephisodorus saw the enemy fall, gave his right hand
to Pelopidas, said a word of greeting to the others, and breathed his last, a
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oapevog ap’ MAewg EE€mvevoe. YevopevoL ' Ao ToVTwV €Tl TOV Y&~
Tav TEEMoVTAL Kal twv Bupwv opolwg avtoig avorxbelowv Gpevyovta
OV Yatav UTtéQ TéYoug TIVOG €16 TOUG YEITOVAS ATTOOPATTOVTLV.

33. | ExetOev d¢ mEOg Nuag 1metyovto Kol oupPaAAovory futv éEwbev
TIAQA TNV MOAVOTUAOV. doTtacdpevol " AAAAoLS kKat CLAAaAioavTES
E€XWOEOVUEV £TTL TO deCUWTNOLOV. EKKAAETAC (D& TOV) €TTL TNG €lOKTNG O
DLAADAG ‘Apxlac’ édn ‘kal PiAtTiog keAevovol oe Taxéws dyewv €U
avtovg ApdiBeov.” 6 O 0PV KAl TS WEAS TNV ATOTHAV KAl TO HT) Ka-
Oeomrota AaAetv avt@ TOV PLAADAY, AAAX OgQpOV dvta T dywvL
KAl HETEWQOV, VTTEWDOHEVOS TO MAATUA ‘TtOT,” EAeyev ‘@ PLAAR, TNVI-
KAUTA PETETEPAVTO DETUWTNV Ol TTOAEpaQXOL TtoTe D& Dl oov; Tl d&
KopiCelg mapdonuov;” **** qua 0¢ 1 Adyw EvoTov immikov Exwv du-
KE TV MAELEWV Kal katéPaAe movneov avOowmov, @ kat pued’ uéoav
EMevEPNoav Kal TEOTEMTLOAYV OUK OALYL YUVATKEG. T|UELS O& Tag Bvag
TG EIQKTNG KATAOXIOAVTES EKAAOVIEV OVOUXOTL TOWTOV UEV TOV Ap-
di0eov, elta TV AAAWV MEOC OV €kaotog émutndeiwg elyev: ot d& TNV
VNV YvwollovTeg AVenOwV €K TWV XAUELVWY AOUEVOL TAG AAVTELS
EPEAKOVTEG, OLDE TOUG TTODAC €V TQ EVAW dedeUEVOL TAG XEIQAS OQEYOV-
Teg EBOwV deodpevol pr amoAeipOnvat. Avopévwv d¢ TovTwv 1101 ToAAot
TIEOOEPEQOVTO TWV €YYUS OIKOVVTWV aloOaVOUEVOL T TIOATTOMEVA Kol
XALQOVTEG. al ¢ YUVAIKES, (WG EKATTN TEQL TOV TIQOOT)KOVTOC TJKOVOEV,
ovK eupévovoal tols Bowwtwv é0eotv €E€toexov mEOG AAANAQC Kat dt-
eMUVOAVOVTO TTAQA TV ATIAVTWOVTIWY, &L O’ AVELEOVOAL TATEQAG T) AV-
dpag avtwv koAovBovv, 0Vdelg O EkwWAVE" QOTIN YAQ NV HEYAAN TIROG
TOUG EVTLYXAVOVTaS O AR  avTWV EAe0g KAl dAkQLA KAl deNOEls ow-
GOOVWV YUVALK@V.

34. Ev 0¢ To0Tw TV MEayHATwV OvTwv tvbouevog tov Emapetvavday
¢yw kat tov Togydav nMon peta twv PlAwv ovvabgoileoBat
TeQl TO NS AONVAC LEQOV ETOQELOUNYV TEOSC AVTOVG, NkoV d¢ ToAAOL
Kat ayadol twv TOALIT@V OOV Katl ouvEQEEOV del tAeloves. wg O dmy-
Yea k@’ €kaoTtov avTolc T TemEAyévVa Kal TapekdAovy BonBety
EA0OVTAG €lg TNV AYopdV, dua TtavTeg eVOVC el v éAevOeplav €xn)-
QUTTOV TOUG MOALTAG. TOLS 0¢ TOT OXAOLS TV CLVIOTAREVWY OTAQ Tax-
oelxov al te otoal MTANEELS OVOAL TTAVTOOATIWV AAPVOWV KL TX TV €Y-
YUG 0lKOUVTWV €QYaoTrolt HaxatQoTowwy. Nke d¢ kat Inmoobeveidag
peTa TV GIAWV Kal OlkeT@V TOLG ETIDEDNUNKOTAG KATX TUXNV QOGS
tax HodrAewx oaATktag maoaAapBavwy. e00£we d'ot pév Emi g dyo-
Q4G £0THaVOV oL 0¢ kat AAAOLG TOTIOVG, TAVTAX00eV EKTAQATTOVTEG
TOUG VTTEVAVTIOUS, WG TMAVTWV APETTWTWYV. OL HEV OVV AKWVICOVTEG ...
v Kadpeiav épevyov Emonmacapevol kal Tovg €KKQITOLE Aeyouévoug,
elwOdtag d& TEQL TNV AKOAV KATW VUKTEQEVELY, 0L O dvw, TOVTWV UEV



Translation 79

happy man. Next, they turned to Hypatas; here too the door was opened
to them, and they cut Hypatas down as he tried to escape over the roof to
his neighbours.

33. [598A] From there they made haste to join us and met us outside
the Long Colonnade.?’8 After greeting one another and talking together,
we proceeded to the prison. Phyllidas called the prison governor out and
said ‘Archias and Philippus order you to deliver Amphitheus to them im-
mediately.” In view of the unusual hour, and the fact that Phyllidas was
not speaking in a very collected manner, but was heated and excited by
his fight, the governor saw through the trick. ‘And when have [598B] the
polemarchs ever sent for a prisoner at this hour, Phyllidas?” he said, ‘and
when did they ever use you as the messenger? What token of your author-
ity have you got?” ‘<This,” said Phyllidas>*"? ; and as he spoke he drove
the cavalry lance which he had with him through his opponent’s side, and
laid the vile creature low; many women trampled and spat on him next
morning. We forced open the door of the prison, and called the prisoners
by name — Amphitheus first, then any others with whom any of us was
connected. When they recognized our voices, some leapt joyfully out of
their beds, dragging their chains with them, while others, whose feet were
held in the stocks, stretched out their arms and shouted, begging not to
be left behind. While they were being freed, [598C] many of the people
living nearby came to join us, hearing what was happening and delighted
by it. The women too, when they heard about their relatives, abandoned
their usual Boeotian ways,280 ran out to visit one another, and questioned
anyone they met. Those who found fathers or husbands went with them,
and no one stopped them. All who met them were greatly moved both by
pity and by the tears and prayers of these honest women.

34. This was the state of affairs when I learned that Epaminondas and
Gorgidas were assembling with their friends [598D] at the sanctuary of
Athena.”®! I made my way there to join them, as did many good citizens,
the numbers constantly growing. When I had reported in detail what
had been done, and urged them to go to the agora to support us, they
all instantly set about summoning the citizens to liberate themselves. The
crowds of supporters that then gathered were supplied with weapons from
the colonnades, which were full of spoils of war of every kind, and from
the workshops of the sword-makers who lived nearby. Hipposthenidas
now came on the scene with his friends and servants, bringing with them
[598E] the trumpeters who happened to be in town for the Festival of Her-
acles.?®? Some of these sounded a call in the agora, others in other places,
causing alarm to the enemy on every side, and making him think the whole
population was in revolt. The supporters of the Spartans fled... <to>?3 the
Cadmea, taking with them also the so-called special guard,?* who regu-
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ATAKTWS Kal TeO0QURNUEVWS €Tt EOpEVWY, TJUAGS OE TeQL TNV &YooV
APOPWVTEG, 0LdEVOG HéQOVS Novxalovtog, AAAX tavtaxo0ev Popwv
kat OopUPwV avadeouévwy, kataPalvely eV ob dlevooLVTO, KAITEQ
TeQL MeVTAKOoolovg Kal XIAlovg T0 AN 00 dvteg, EKTMETMANYHEVOLDE TOV
kivOduvov &dAAwg mpovdpaciCovto Avoavogidav megiuévery: T yao ... M
TG NUEQag Exelvng. D10 Kal TovToV pev DoTEQOV, WS TLVOavVOEOa, XOT)-
Haowv ok 0Atyols élnpiwoav twv Aakedatpoviov ot yépovteg, Houm-
niidav 0t kal Agkeoov améxtetvav evOLG ev KoplvOw Aapovteg, v o¢
Kadpelav Otoomovdov mapadovtes Uty AMMAAXTTOV HETX TWV OTOA-
TIWTWV.
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larly spent the night at the foot of the citadel. Those on the citadel itself,
confronted by this disorderly and confused influx, and seeing us in the
agora — no peace anywhere, sounds of tumult reaching them from every
side — had no thought of coming down, [598F] though they were about
fifteen hundred strong.?®> Appalled by the danger, they could only make
the excuse that they were waiting for Lysanoridas,?® ... that day.?%” For
that reason, as we learned later, the Spartan gerousia <fined> Lysanoridas
<heavily>,?® and put Herippidas and Arcesus?® to death when they cap-
tured them at Corinth. They surrendered the Cadmea to us under a truce,
and began to withdraw with all their forces.
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Notes on the Translation

The Athenian, who starts the introductory dialogue by questioning Caphisias about
the liberation of Thebes, is probably identical with Archedemus of Pelekes, men-
tioned in Aeschin. or. 3.139 as having made himself unpopular by his pro-Theban
sentiments. On chronological grounds he is probably to be distinguished from the
Archedemus who was leader of the popular party in Athens in 406 (Xen. Hell. 1.7.2).
[RP]

The narrator, Epaminondas’ younger brother. [RN]

For the use of the picture-simile, see now Hirscu-Lurrorp 2002, 1-2. [N]

Reading uncertain. PoHLENZ has ToUc d’ €V taig aitialg kat Tolg (€Qyols avTols £Ti)
pégoug aywvag; WATERFIELD 1992 has toug d¢ taic aitioig (katadiAovg yryvoué-
VOULG €Ty HEQOVG AYWVAG ... TTAOX TO deva kaONovTws [with kabnrévtws replac-
ing the transmitted kaBoowvta] k@ kat mabet peprypévov Aoyopov (“yet by
virtue of their causes the particular contests of virtue against chance occurrences and
the acts of intelligent bravery in the face of fearful conditions (become clear cases of)
rationality suitably blended with opportunity and emotion”). [R] Han1 reads tov &’
&v taic altiaig kat Toig (emiy pégoug (dlov ékaotov, pvolovg) dywvag, following
KRONENBERG. [N]

Pindar, Isthmians 1.2. Already quoted (also in a prefatory section of a dialogue) by
Plato, Phaedrus 227b. [R]

There were numerous Theban embassies to Athens after the pro-Spartan oligarchic
regime had been overthrown (see, e.g., Xen. Hell. 5.4.62, Diod. 15.25.4 ), but we do
not know anything about Caphisias in one of these embassies. [N]

Cf. Pindar, Ol. 6.152 doxatiov 6veldos ... Bowtiav Ov, already quoted by Plat. Symp.
182b, Phaedo 64b. Alluded to by Plut. at De E 6.387D, De Herod. mal. 31.864D. — Text:
Post’s conjecture dokel kav aveyelpetv (instead of the corrupt doketv dveyeipetv of
the manuscripts) is nearer to the paradosis than HoLweRDA's d0EeLev av €yelpev. [R]
No lacuna is indicated in E, but Simmias and Cebes must be mentioned in this context
(Hant reads ... pagawvépevov: (Zippiog pév yao kai KéBng) maoa Zwwedn ...). [R]
On Simmias, see below n. 23 [N]

On the relationship between Caphisias” family and Lysis (the Pythagorean exile who
taught Epaminondas, and whose tomb his disciple Theanor visits) see below, n. 64.
[RN]

The Athenians mentioned in these lines are historical characters whose Theban sym-
pathies were well-attested. Much friendly feeling between Athens and Thebes went
back to 404/3, when many Athenian refugees from the Spartan-backed regime of the
‘Thirty Tyrants” in Athens lived in Thebes; the liberation movement started from
there. Thrasybulus of Collytus and Archinus were leading figures in that movement
(for Archinus’ role see Dem. or. 24.135, where a son Myronides is mentioned). Thrasy-
bulus was ‘trusted in Thebes like no other” (Aeschin. or. 3.138), and his nephew Thra-
son, brother of the Lysitheides of De Genio, was Theban proxenos (ibid.). The great
admiral Conon destroyed the Spartan fleet at Cnidus in 394, and his son Timotheus
(frequently elected general from 378 onwards) continued the anti-Spartan effort. On
political groups (hetaireiai) of the kind here mentioned see S. HorRnNBLOWER, A Commen-
tary on Thucydides, vol. III (Oxford 2008) 917-20. [RP]

E’s oixelav €xov is clearly corrupt. Sieveking adopts MaDvIGs’s conjecture otkelov
&xewv, but olicelov av €xerv might better explain the paradosis. [R]
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Notes on the Translation 83

Archias is one of the Theban polemarchs (i.e. military commanders) at the time of
the story, in which he plays a large part as collaborator with the Spartans. Leontiadas
had long been prominent as a leader of the pro-Spartan faction in Theban politics (Hell.
Oxy. XVIL1, referring to the year 395); in 382 he was one of the polemarchs, locked
in conflict with his bitter political enemy Ismenias (see n. 19 below) who was also a
polemarch (Xen.Hell. 5.2.25), and used his position to support and perhaps provoke
(see following note) the Spartan seizure of the Cadmea. [RP]

Text: Aeovtiddac seems the best form of his name (also adopted by Hanr): in Xen.
Hell. 5.2.25 (and in Hell. Oxy. XVIL1) it is Aeovtiadngc. E here gives Acovtidng; mss
of Plutarch’s Pelopidas (5, 6, 11) have Aeovtdag, in Plutarch’s Agesilaus (23) mss vary
between Aeovtiddng and Aeovtidac. [R]

Phoebidas was the Spartan commander who was supposed to lead Spartan troops to
Olynthus, but seized the Cadmea instead, whether through persuasion by Leontiadas
(Xen. Hell. 5.2.25-36; Plut. Pel. 5) or in fulfilment of a secret Spartan policy (Diod.
15.20.2, cf. Plut. Ages. 24.1). [RP]

The Cadmea is the Theban acropolis, its name being derived from the mythical founder
of Thebes, Cadmus. [N]

Melon is a prominent Theban exile, who returns in the course of the story (see Plut.
Pelopidas 8, 11, 12; Agesilaus 24). In Xenophon'’s account (Xen. Hell. 5.4.2-7), he is the
leading spirit; Xenophon, whose hatred of the great Theban leaders Pelopidas and
Epaminondas is well known, never even mentions Pelopidas in this context. [RP]
Next to Epaminondas (on whom see below n. 30), Pelopidas is the most prominent
Theban political and military leader of these times. A fuller account of the events
summarized here is in Plut. Pelopidas 5. It differs considerably from Xenophon’s (see
above n. 15), and stresses Pelopidas’ role at the expense of Melon’s. See PELLING,
below pp. 113. 121-22. [R]

Olynthus was an important city on the Northern Greek Chalcidice peninsula, which
had established a powerful confederacy. Two nearby cities, Acanthus and Apollonia,
persuaded Sparta to send a force to check the dangerous growth of Olynthian power
(Xen. Hell. 5.2.11-24). [P]

Lysanoridas is one of the Spartan governors installed on the Cadmea (the other two
were Herippidas and Arkesos; see below, n. 159). He was fined and exiled after the
liberation of Thebes; see Plut. Pelopidas 13. [RN] Z1EGLER (on Pelopidas 13) reads his
name as Avoavdoidag (cf. Theopompus FGrHist 115 fr. 240). [RN]

At the time of the seizure of the Cadmea Ismenias (or Hismenias: see EiNarsoN / DE
Lacy on Plut. De exilio 16.606F), the leader of the anti-Spartan faction in Thebes, was
polemarch along with the pro-Spartan Leontiadas (see n. 12 above), with whom he
had been in bitter conflict for many years (Hell. Oxy. XVIL1, referring to the year 395;
cf. ibid. XVIII). Xenophon (Hell. 5.2.35) has him tried and executed at Thebes before
a court drawn from members of the Peloponnesian League; Plutarch (Pel. 5.3) merely
speaks of his being carried off to Sparta and there killed. [RP]

Gorgidas was a former Theban hipparch (i.e. cavalry commander; 578C), a moderate
who did not go into exile, but kept in touch with those who did. He was also one of the
Boeotarchs (i.e. leading officials of the Boeotian confederacy) in 379/78 (according to
Plut. Pel. 14.2; but for the modern controversy on this issue see R. J. Buck, Boiotia and
the Boiotian League, Alberta 1994, 150 n. 78), organizer of the so-called ‘sacred band’,
and a close friend of Epaminondas. See Plut. Pelopidas 12, 14, 18-19. [RP]

Accepting Sieveking's kataAvow for E's &Awowv: cf. Plut. Praec. reip. ger. 10.804F
and Pelopidas 6.2. [R]

‘Tyrants’ is the collective label given here (following 4th c. usage: Xen. Hell. 5.4.1-2)
to the pro-Spartan oligarchs Archias, (first mentioned in 30.596C; see below, n. 265),
Leontiadas, and Philippus (see below, n. 245). [NP]
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Simmias is a former disciple of Socrates (and, together with Cebes, Socrates’” most
important dialogue partner in Plato’s Phaedo), now returned to Thebes; he will be the
principal speaker in the discussion on the daimonion. [RN]

In Plato, Phaedo 78a, Socrates recommends Cebes, Simmias’ companion, to seek men
of wisdom throughout the world. This hint seems to have given rise to the inclusion
of Simmias in stories of Plato and others travelling to Egypt and elsewhere to consort
with wise men; see below 578F. Simmias’ illness recalls both Socrates in prison (both
need medical attention) and also Theages (Plato, Rep. 6.496b) who is held to philos-
ophy by the ‘curb’ of illness, which Socrates compares to his own compulsion, the
daupoviov onueiov. [R]

Pherenicus was one of the Thebans in exile at Athens (Plut. Pel. 5.3). At the time of the
recovery of Thebes, he led the larger group of exiles who waited on the borders ready
to be summoned if the smaller group succeeded in killing the pro-Spartan leaders
(Plut. Pel. 8.1, cf. 12.1 and 577A below, where his involvement is anticipated). [RP]
Charon is a leading conspirator, who makes his house available to the exiles; his
son also plays a part. His role is also described in Plutarch’s Pelopidas (7.3, where
the offer of his house has been made earlier than in the De Genio passage, 8.3—4, 9.3,
9.6-10.5, 11.2, 13.1, 25.5-14), and briefly mentioned by Xenophon (Hell. 5.4.3: ‘a cer-
tain Charon’). [RP]

The number twelve is also given in Plutarch, Pelopidas 8.3, while Xenophon (Hell. 5.4.1
and 3) mentions only seven (against Thebes!). [R]

Cithaeron is the mountain range separating Boeotia in the south from Attica. [N]
The mantis Theocritus is a key figure in the dialogue, who interprets signs and has
his own links with Socrates (see De gen. Socr. 10.580E) through his fellow mantis Eu-
thyphro. Later (Pelopidas 22.3) he saves the Thebans from making a human sacrifice
before the battle of Leuctra. [R]

As the victor of the battle of Leuctra and chief architect of Theban supremacy (short-
lived though it was) in Greece, Epaminondas is the most important Theban politician
and general of that epoch. Plutarch devoted a biography to him, which is unfortu-
nately lost. He is also a key figure in this dialogue, holding back from active partic-
ipation in the conspiracy, but sympathetic to it. He is presented as a devotee of the
Pythagorean Lysis and as a real philosopher. It is remarkable to see how Epaminon-
das—after being introduced as the pious disciple of one Pythagorean (Lysis: 8.579DE;
16.585E) —1is then shown in spirited debate with another (Theanor: 13.582E-15.585D)
and unequivocally carrying victory in this debate. With this, Epaminondas seems in
fact to be making a critique of the life-style of a wealthy Pythagorean who thinks that
money is an appropriate reward for looking after his fellow Pythagorean Lysis. It may
be that Plutarch has some pretentious people of his own time in his sight here. [RN]
Horwerpa wrongly inserted (ovX) before U0 t@wv vopwv ayodpevoc. There is no
contradiction in being naturally law-abiding. [R]

The long lacuna in this passage (67 letters in E) has not yet been convincingly filled.
We take tiva as interrogative. But if the length of the lacuna is correctly indicated in
E, there must be more missing. [R]

The lacuna contains Theocritus’ reply. [R]

The lacuna (22 letters in E, 56 in B!) can only be filled by guesswork (25.594B shows
what the general sense should be). We translate undéva t@v moAttwv (dmoktevelv
vmoyveltat, P HeYAANG ye YEVOUEVTIG &AVAYKNG,) dkoltov. [R]

The text here proposed (dAAx xwols aipatog: aAAa kat aipatog E) is inspired by
EINarsoN (dAAa kol afpatog (ate)). [R]

On Pherenicus, see above n. 25. [R]

Eumolpidas and Samidas are two otherwise unknown participants in the conspiracy.
[R]
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Galaxidorus plays an important part in the discussion (on his role and character, see
now WALcHLI 2003, 64-67 and 93-106). He is a historical character, one of those The-
bans who were said to have accepted Persian money from Timocrates in 3954 (as
were Androclidas, see below n. 263, and Ismenias) to foment war with Sparta (Xen.
Hell. 3.5.1). Despite his anti-Spartan record, the dialogue supposes that he has been
living quietly in Spartan-dominated Thebes. [RP]

Reading diacpovwv (EINaRsoN) and supplementing eimev, Apxiav 6o in the lacuna
keeps closer to the paradosis (dixkovwv 6 I'aAa&idwog, éyyLg Yao ... kat Avoavo-
oav E). Hani reads d1ékpovoev [proposed by BErnarDAKIs and accepted by SEvEk-
ING] 0 F'aAa&dwog, £yyvs yao (Aoxiav fyyeiAe [proposed by Einarson]) kot Av-
gavopidav. [R]

On Lysanoridas, see above n. 18. [R]

The ‘Amphion’ in Thebes is also mentioned by Xenophon Hell. 5.4.8, where it serves
as a place of muster for released prisoners during the events of 379, and Arrian Anab.
1.8.6, where troops going from the Cadmea to the rest of the city pass by it. The walls
of Thebes had supposedly been built by Amphion and Zethus, twin sons of Zeus and
Antiope and Theban equivalents to the Dioscuri; their importance in the city is shown
by the Theban oath ‘by the two gods’ (Arist. Ach. 905 with commentators). The ‘Am-
phion’ is therefore generally (but see R. ScroBER in RE Va, 1934, s.v. Thebai, 1446)
associated (though the formation is linguistically surprising) with the ‘tomb of Am-
phion” which tragic poets treat as a conspicuous Theban landmark; Aeschylus locates
it outside the Northern gates (Sept. 528), and Euripides implies that it was of some
height or sited on an elevation (Eur. Suppl. 663, évepOe oepuvav pvnudtov Audi-
ovog). The ‘tomb of Zethus’ of Eur. Phoen. 145 was the same monument, if, as is
plausible, the later attested tradition (X Eur. Phoen.145; Paus. 9.17.4) that the twin
brothers shared a tomb goes back to the fifth century. Pausanias speaks, without pre-
cise location, of a ‘mound of earth of no great size’ as their common tomb (9.17.4); he
surely supposed this to be the same monument as that known to the poets, whether
it was or not. A flat-topped hillock (once Addpog tov TaAdov, apparently now re-
named Amphion) of c. 65 by 45 metres about 50 metres north of the Cadmea has long
been identified as the Amphion (so e.g. SymeoNoGLou 1985, 25 and 273—4, with refer-
ences, and pl. 4 and map A; cf. the plan in R. BARBER, Blue Guide. Greece, 6th rev. ed.
London 2001) The identification gained greatly in plausibility with the discovery on
top of the hillock of an early or middle Helladic mud-brick tumulus (T. SpyroroutLos,
Arkhaiologikon Deltion 27b, 1972, 307-8; ib. 28b, 1973, 248-52; C.M. ANTONACCIO, AN
Archaeology of Ancestors, Lanham 1995); such a tumulus when partly buried could well
have been Pausanias’ “‘mound of no great size” and have given the name Amphion to
the whole hillock. See also PArRkER below p. 130. [P]

Phyllidas is a very important figure in the story, being both secretary to Archias (and
the polemarchs) and a conspirator. According Plut. Pel. 7.4 (but not Xen. Hell. 5.4.2)
he secured the role of secretary in order to further the conspiracy. [RP]

If WiLamow1tz’ yoappatevovta were right, the sense would be “whom you know to
have been clerk to the polemarchs at the time’. [R]

We translate (ouvedws d¢ kal tovg Puyadag péAdovrac) fj€ewv on the lines of
WirLamowirz’ supplement. [R]

We translate PoHLENZ' (¢xw Aéyewv). [R]

The long lacuna (107 letters in E) covers the return of Theocritus to the group, who
now move on and approach Simmias” house, but without going in. [R]

Phidolaus of Haliartus (a Boeotian town about 20 km west of Thebes) is not otherwise
known. [RN]

Amphitheus is an imprisoned Theban patriot, to be released when the coup succeeds.
He was probably named in Hell. Oxy. XVII.1 with Ismenias and Androclidas as one of
the leaders of the anti-Spartan faction in Thebes in 395 (the papyrus gives Antitheos,
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a name not otherwise attested in Boeotia); he supposedly took Persian money at that
time (cf. n. 38 above and n. 264 below) to foment war against Sparta (Plut. Lys. 27.3,
Paus. 3.9.8, where he is called "Amphithemis’). [RP]

As the mother of the great hero Heracles, Alcmena would also be the ancestress of
both the royal houses of Sparta, who were descended from Heracles; hence Agesilaus’
interest in her tomb. [N]

Agesilaus was Spartan king from 400 to 360/59. He tried to maintain the supremacy
which Sparta had won in the wake of the Peloponnesian War, but ultimately failed.
[N]

If this has a basis in fact (but see F. BRENK, Relighting the Souls, Stuttgart 1998, 75 n.
2), Agesilaus will have removed Alcmena’s remains in 394. It was believed that she
had lived there with Rhadamanthys (identified with Aleos) after the death of Am-
phitryon (Plut. Lysander 28.9; Apollodorus 2.4.11 = 2.70). There was a quite different
account (Antoninus Liberalis 33, citing Pherecydes) according to which she was sent
after death to Rhadamanthys in the Isles of the Blessed, and a stone was put in her
coffin instead (cf. Plut. Romulus 28.7). (See in general PrisTer 1909, 120, 124-6 and R.
PARKER, below, pp. 130-1.) [RP]

On the basis of the ‘Pherecydes’ account (see above n. 52), WiLamowrrz supplied
(AiBoc avti Tovy odpatog, and Hant adopts CorLU’s (€v T pviipatt AtBog pev avti
Tov) owpatog. This seems an unacceptable conflation of two quite different versions.
WyTTENBACH suggested o0 (dév Tt Aelpavov), but it might be, e.g. (Aelpava pév tva)
(“<some remains> of a body”). [R]

The lacuna after cupmennyviav has been variously filled: (¢rntdvw d¢) ("above’) BEr-
NARDAKIS; (éumpooBev d¢) (“in front of’) Einarson / DE Lacy; but it may be vaguer,
e.g. (¢yyUg d¢) or (0 oW d¢), ‘near” or ‘not far from’. This discovery is discussed
in the context of other similar stories by W. SPEYER, Biicherfunde in der Glaubenswerbung
der Antike, Hypomnemata 24 (Gottingen 1970) 69-70. [R]

Agesilaus had good relations with Pharaoh Nectanebis I, who ruled from 380 (or 378);
but the event here mentioned must be earlier, perhaps in the context of the help an-
other Egyptian king, Nephereus / Nepherites L., gave to the Spartans as early as 396
(Diod. 14.79.4). [R]

The lake mentioned here is Lake Copais in central Boeotia; Haliartus stood its south
shore. This flood is not mentioned elsewhere. [RP]

Aleos was another name for Rhadamanthys (Plut. Lysander 28.9; see above n. 51). [R]
The story of how Dirce maltreated Antiope, mother of the Theban founder heroes Am-
phion and Zethus, and was in the end savagely killed by them, was told by Euripides
in Antiope. In the common tradition the twins threw her body or ashes into a famous
Theban spring (mentioned five times in Pindar!) which thereafter bore her name (Eur.
Antiope F 223.109-114, 141-144 Kannicut; Apollod. 3.44 [5.5]; Hyginus Fab. 7). A se-
cret tomb of Dirce and rituals associated with it are mentioned only in this passage of
De Genio (see Pr1sTER 1909, 463); the positive force apparently ascribed to the heroine,
despite her very negative characterisation in myth, is not unexampled, but we do not
know what explanation if any was offered. Similar secrecy is supposed in Oedipus’
instructions to Theseus in Soph. OC 1518-1539 never to reveal his tomb except on his
deathbed to his heir; it is possible that traditions about secret tombs were preserved
by the Athenian ‘king archons’, the notional successors to king Theseus. The Theban
ritual was performed by the new and old hipparchs at the moment of transfer of of-
fice; for such Theban transition rites cf. PARKER below, p. 130 n. 5. A Theban hipparch
is mentioned, leading cavalry, by Hdt. 9.69.2; nothing else is known about the office
before the Hellenistic period. [P]

The long lacuna here (157 letters in E) must at least contain the statement that the
secret will not be easily discovered. [R]

This Plato is not known from other sources. On Gorgidas, see above n. 20. [R]
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The lacuna (28 letters in E) will have contained something like ‘nor performing any of
the traditional rites’. [R]

HirzeL, who very clearly set out the debt of De genio to Plato’s Phaedo (1895, 2.149-151),
saw that this scene is modelled on Phaedo 60b—61c, where Socrates sits on his bed to
talk. The situation is parodied in Lucian, Philopseudes 6, where Eucrates is in bed with
the gout; see now WALcuL1 2003, 33-5. [R]

Thales of Miletus is one of the famous Seven Wise Men of Old. [N]

Cf. Plut. Banquet of the Seven Wise Men 2.147B. [R]

The Pythagorean Lysis (VS 46) became the teacher of Epaminondas, after he had to
leave Italy (see below, n. 124). On Lysis, see Diog. Laert. 8.7. [N]

Vitex agnus castus is a shrub (related to willow) sacred to Hera and associated with
chastity; it was used as material for beds by women at the Thesmophoria (L. DEUBNER,
Attische Feste, Berlin 1956, 56). [R]

Polymnis, the father of Caphisias and Epaminondas, makes his own appearance in
the story in 8.579D. [N]

Rerske replaced the transmitted & (referring to yoappata) by 6v (referring to the just
mentioned miva&); surely Agesilaus took the tablet and not just the writing on it. [R]
This envoy of King Agesilaus is not otherwise known. [RN]

Chonouphis of Memphis is said (Plut. De Iside 20.354D) to have been the teacher of
the Greek mathematician and astronomer Eudoxus of Cnidus. His name is genuinely
Egyptian (see J. Gwyn GrirritHs, Plutarch, De Iside et Osiride, Cardiff 1970 ad loc.). The
story of Plato’s journey to Egypt is a common feature in ancient lives of the philoso-
pher. Strabo (17.806) reports that guides still pointed out the house where he and
Eudoxus stayed at Heliopolis. For the tradition in general, see Ricinos 1976, 64-5,
who takes a somewhat sceptical view; ]. Bipez, Eos ou Platon et I'Orient (Brussels 1945)
15, who is more enthusiastic; and the sober summary in Gutarie 1975, 21-2. Plutarch
(Solon 2.8) has the information that Plato financed his journey by dealing in olive oil.
(R]

ScawarTtz proposed to fill this lacuna (of 10 letters in E) by reading (@ moAAq) tote,
which Hant adopts tte (instead of the transmitted oté) may be right, but © moAAx
is shorter than the space (10 letters) indicated in E and thus hardly the right solution.
[R]

This alleged fellow student of Plato and Eudoxus in Egypt is otherwise unknown.
[RN]

This Proteus is first mentioned as the king of Egypt who reigned during the times of
the Trojan War by Herodotus (2.112-120). [N]

Behind “Heracles the son of Amphitryon” lies another Herodotean reminiscence: in
2.43-45 Herodotus distinguishes very carefully between the Egyptian god Heracles
and the (human) Greek hero Heracles, whom Herodotus always calls “son of Am-
phitryon” (thus in 2.43.2, 44.4, 146.1, and 6.53.2; in 2.145.4 he calls him the son of
Alcmena without naming the father) and never “son of Zeus”. [N]

Caria is the south-western coastal region of Asia Minor. [N]

Apollo’s “horned altar” on the island of Delos was a famous place of worship and a
kind of landmark. [N] The story outlined here comes from Eratosthenes’ Platonicus,
as reported by Theo of Smyrna (p. 2 HiLLER). Plutarch refers to it again (De E 6.386E),
with the interpretation (Eratosthenes’) that the oracle intended to exhort the Greeks
to the study of mathematics. J. FoNTENROSE, The Delphic Oracle (Berkeley 1978) 333,
argues that though the oracle could have originated as a straightforward response to
a cultic enquiry it was more probably invented for the sake of the story about Plato.
Elsewhere (Plut. Quaest. conv. 8.2.718E, Marcellus 14.9) the point is that mechanical
constructions are not legitimate in geometry. In our passage, there is a further twist:
the god’s true intention was to encourage peaceful pursuits. The basic texts on the
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problem are given in I. THomas, Greek Mathematical Works, I (Cambridge/Mass. 1951)
256-309. [RP]

Reading 1) (WATERFIELD) 10 (HARTMAN) for the mss reading 1] t@ and taking to prjket
dumAdcotov as ‘simply doubling” (v. EiNarsoN ad loc.). But the sense is difficult: Wa-
TERFIELD cuts the knot by proposing 1) 10 toixn dixotatov dimAaoialetal, ‘by which
a three-dimensional object is doubled’. In any case, the solution referred to is that said
to be due to Hippocrates of Chios: if two proportionals x and y are found between a
and 2a, such thata: x :: x: y:: y: 2a, then x 3=2a3. See Euclid 11.33, and corollary.
[R]

Helicon of Cyzicus was a friend of Plato and a pupil of Eudoxus ((Plat.) epist. 13.360c)
and of Isocrates. He is also mentioned Plut. Dion 19.6, De cohibenda ira 16.463C. [R]
This moral is presumably Plutarch’s addition. In most versions, the Delians’ trouble
was a plague; here it seems more general, and the words mavAav Tov magdvtwv
kakwv (579B) allude to Plat. Rep. 5.473d. [R]

The dreams and the visions may be distinct; at 13.583B (with SANDBACH’s correction,
see ad loc.), Theanor tells us that the divine power ‘had clearly revealed’ Lysis” death.
[R]

The Ismenus is a river running through Thebes from North to South; its name is con-
nected with a son of Apollo and the Nereid Melie. [N]

On Galaxidorus, see above n. 38. [N]

If kat after moAttikoic ... avdpdotis not deleted, it might suggest that all toAttucot &v-
do¢¢ (and not only those who have “to deal with a wilful and disorderly population”)
would find it useful to employ religious superstition as a restraining instrument; but
perhaps Galaxidorus does indeed think this, in which case kot must be kept. [R]
This view of religion has been common since the early sophists: see, e.g., the famous
fragment from the Sisyphus of Critias (TrGF I, no. 43 F 19) and GuTHRIE 1969, 2434.
Cf. also Polybius 6.56.6-12 with WALBANK's note. [RP]

The word play doxiuwv ... oxnuatiopog is difficult to translate, but very conspicu-
ous. [R]

Reading with BERNARDAKIS (after AMYOT) émavadéget TV TV TEAEEWY AQXNV, in-
stead of the transmitted émavadégel ¢ Twv moafewv apxngs, which Sieving (and
Hanr) tried to emend by adopting PoHLENZ’ (TteQtl) TG TV TedEewv aoxns. [R]
Meletus is one of the notorious accusers of Socrates (besides Anytus and Lycon), who
is the foremost addressee in Plato’s Apology. [RN]

A reference to the charge of ‘not recognizing the gods the city recognizes, but intro-
ducing new daimonia’ (Plat. Apol. 24b 8, Xen. Mem. 1.1.1), a charge which no doubt
made use of the daimonion phenomenon. See, e.g., T. C. Bricknoust / N. D. SmiTs,
Socrates on Trial (Oxford 1989) 30-37. [R]

Besides the famous Pythagoras of Samus (about 570 — 480 B.C.) and Empedocles of
Acragas (about 490 — 430 B.C.), the names of other early philosophers may be missing
here (see, e.g., the supplement (kai t@v pet’” avtod yevopévny xat on kai naQ’) of
the 39-29 letter lacuna proposed by EinarsoN and De Lacy, which Hant puts into the
text): Pherecydes is a possibility. [R]

We translate the transmitted womep mEdg, but note WYTTENBACH'S a0 mepl (“accus-
tomed it again to show sense in respect of facts’). [R]

See Iliad 10.279 and Odyssey 13.301. [R]

The quotation makes use of Iliad 20.95, but considerably changes its context. [R]
Euthyphron is the main disputant in Plato’s Euthyphro, perhaps also mentioned in
Cratylus 396d. [R]

The XoOuBoAov is apparently a crossroads north-east of the Athenian Agora; see
Jupkeicu 1931, 178. Andocides’ house (situated near the Agora as well, vis-a-vis the
Stoa Basileios; see JubeicH 1931, 353) is mentioned in Andocides” own narrative of the
Hermae affair (or. 1.62: see also Plut. Alcib. 21.2). [RN]
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Socrates’ self-concentration (cf. Plat. Symp. 174d-175¢, 220c) is here (as never in Plato
or Xenophon) associated with the daimonion. The location of ‘Box-makers’ Street’ is
not known. [R]

Supplementing dvekaAeito packwv avte (following Amyor). [R]

This is one of the regular ways of describing the phenomenon: cf. Plat. Theaet. 151a,
Apol. 31d, Euthyphro 3b. [R]

This aulos-player is otherwise unknown. [R]

This is one of only two mentions (the second is in 21.590A; but see above n. 8) of
Simmias” Theban companion Cebes (on him, see above n. 24 and 25). [N]

For ‘Statuaries’ Street’, see Plat. Symp. 215a (see also Jupkicu 1931, 171 and J. TravLos,
Bildlexikon zur Topographie des antiken Athen, Tibingen 1971, 395). The source of the fol-
lowing story is unknown. H. D. Betz, Plutarch’s theological writings and early Christian
literature, Studia ad Corpus Hellenisticum N.T., III (Leiden 1975) 257 discusses fea-
tures which it shares with various miracle-stories (eye-witness account, precise date
and place, the pigs (cf., e.g., Mark 5.11-13), and the discomfiture of the unbelievers).
(R]

Adopting WYTTENBACH's supplement (pac &pa kaiy (as also Hant does); SIEVEKING
chose WiLamowrrz’ (fpuag odp6den). [R]

Horwerpa’s pavtikng (instead of the transmitted avdryknc) is surely necessary. [R]
For sneezes as omens, see Jounston 2008, 130-1 and Prase on Cic. Div. 2.84. The
earliest mention of such a sneeze in Greek literature is Hom. Od. 17.541. See also
Xen. Anab. 3.2.9, (Aristot.) Probl. 33.7, and Catullus 45 (with commentators). [RP]
On kAndoveg, see again JounsTon 2008, 130-1. [P]

Adopting Von ARNIM'S supplement oUy oidv Te, HikQoOv OV (as also Hant does). [R]
Terpsion of Megara, a friend of the Megarian philosopher Euclides, is known from
Plat. Theaetetus 142a and Phaedo 59c. [R]

No lacuna is indicated after doxovpev in MSS, but WATERFIELD is probably right to
mark one here. The sense required is something like ‘it would be the mark of an in-
ferior or superstitious mind’, e.g. (pavAoTéQov Yap &v v TIvog kat delodaipovoc).
(R]

Supplementing té(vov kat toxUv) (cf. De prof. in virt. 12.83B; té(vov) was already
proposed by RE1skE); ScHwarTz supplemented to(vov duetdotoentov), adopted by
Hanrt. [R]

Socrates’ prediction of disaster in Sicily is mentioned in [Plat.] Theages 129¢c, and in
Plut. Nicias 13.9, Alcibiades 17.5. [R]

Pyrilampes is Plato’s stepfather, friend of Pericles and father of the famously beautiful
Demos (Plat. Gorgias 481d, with Dopps’ note); see J. K. Davies, Athenian Propertied
Families (Oxford 1971) 329-30 (no. 8792, VIII). [R]

Allusions to Socrates’ bravery in the Delian campaign (424 BC) can be found already
in Plato (Apol. 28e, Laches 181b, Symp. 220e), but there is more detail in the later
tradition (Cic. Div. 1.123; Epist. Socrat. 1.9); the place where the warning is given
is said by Cicero to be at a trivium (‘crossroads’) and in the Epistle to be a diudpaoic
(‘crossing’, perhaps of a river). [R]

Unintelligible. In Thuc. 4.96.7 we are told of three escape routes the beaten Athenians
followed: to Delium and the sea, over Parnes (see the next note), and ‘other ways taken
by individuals’. WaTerrIELD (following Einarson / DE Lacy) reads émi Qowmiacg, i.e.
to the sea at Oropus. HuTTeN proposed émti Peitovc, meaning the salt springs marking
the boundary of Eleusis, but this seems too remote. E.R. Dopps once suggested £mitng
oXL0TNG, “to the crossroads’, translating Cicero’s (see above n. 110) trivium. It is best to
confess ignorance. Socrates’ valour was questioned, e.g. by Herodicus of Babylon (in
Athen. 5.215¢-216c¢), who speaks of tv émi AnAiw ... temAacpévnv avdoayadiov.
But see also A. Patzer, “Sokrates als Soldat”, Antike und Abendland 45 (1999) 1-35. [R]
Parnes is a mountain range separating Attica from Boeotia in the east, as Cithaeron
(see above, n. 28) does in the west. [N]
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From Euripides’play Autolycus (fr. 282,22 KannicHT). [R]

Accepting the supplements in the Teubner text. [R]

For the analogy with reading, see Porph. De abst. 2.41, Synesius De insomniis 133A.
Text: The transmitted t@ totopwk (retained by Hanr) is most likely a later inserted
explanatory gloss and should be removed; WyTTENBACH's TV loTOQIKWV (adopted by
SIEVEKING) is not convincing. [R]

Retaining the transmitted 10 before datuoviov; STEGMANN's deletion of the article
(adopted by SievekinG and Hanr) seems unjustified. [R]

Le. Socrates, being a trained philosopher, would have grasped the difference between
the real agent (“the daimonion’) and the mere instrument (‘a sneeze’). [R]
BerNARDAKIS' insertion of v after Eévov (adopted by StevekinG and Hanr) is unnec-
essary. [R]

Adopting REISKE’s kal oLV avT@ TV Gidwv as emendation of the corrupt kat tovv-
eotwtwvt pidwv, as also Hant does. [R]

Ismenodorus and Melissus, both possibly further participants of the conspiracy, are
not mentioned elsewhere, while Bacchylidas is possibly one of the seven Boeotarchs
at the time of the battle of Leuctra (see Paus. 9.13.7). [RN]

Simmias’ words are a reflection of the Homeric greeting (e.g. Od. 1.170): tic té0ev
elg AvdeV; OO L ToL TOALS 1)O€ TOKNEC;

Croton, a Greek colony founded at the end of the 8th century BC on the Southern coast
of Southern Italy, was between 570 and 460 a stronghold of the Pythagorean sect. [N]
This comparison also occurs in a Stoic discussion of benefits, Seneca De beneficiis 2.17.3,
2.32.1-4. In 2.17.3 the comparison is acribed to Chrysippus, in 2.18.2 the discussion
the “rules” of giving and receiving are connected with the name of Hecato (see also
2.21.4). [R]

Plutarch’s account of the Pythagoreans diverges a good deal from those depend-
ing on Aristoxenus and Dicaearchus, and known to us mainly from Iamblichus’ Vita
Pythagorea. For the background, see esp. BurkerT 1962, 176-187, 212-13. In particu-
lar, (1) Plutarch sets the final catastrophe at Metapontum (see n. 125), not Croton; (2)
he says nothing about Philolaus (on whom see below, n. 127), though in one (perhaps
muddled) version it is Philolaus who goes to Thebes to pay honour to Lysis (Olym-
piodorus In Phaedonem 8 NorviN). The failure to mention Philolaus at all is the more
surprising because (according to Plato’s Phaedo 61e) Simmias and Cebes were pupils
of his at Thebes. However, Plutarch has his chronology to consider: Philolaus had
ceased to teach in Thebes before 399, so how could he have come to Lysis’ tomb if
Lysis was still alive to teach Epaminondas? [R]

Metapontum is a Greek colony (with alleged mythical origins going back to the Iliadic
hero Nestor) on the coast of the Gulf of Tarentum. [N]

Cylon was the leader of the anti-Pythagorean party at Croton; see Diod. 10.11.1,
Iamblichus, Vita Pyth. 248-249. [N]

Philolaus is a prominent Pythagorean from Croton (about 470 — after 399 BC; VS 44),
later at Tarentum and, according to Plat. Phaedo 61de, as teacher of Simmias and Cebes
at Boeotian Thebes. [N]

Lucania is the region of Southern Italy adjacent to the Gulf of Tarentum. [R]

The famous teacher of rhetoric in the last decades of the 5™ century BC, hailing from
Leontini (in Eastern Sicily, between Catane/Catania and Syracuse). [N]

Gorgias’ visit to Greece was in 427, nearly fifty years before the events here related; if,
however, Lysis arrived in Thebes when he was still young and lived there till old, the
chronology might be just about possible. [RP]

Arcesus is unknown: the transmitted form of the name is perhaps a mistake (or cor-
ruption) for Archytas (so E.R. Dopps suggested), Aresas (a Lucanian, for whom see
Iambl. Vita Pyth. 265; THESLEFF 1965, 48) or Archippus, Lysis’ fellow-survivor in some
accounts (Burkert 1962, 212). [R]
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SanpsacH's (CQ 6, 1956, 87) correction (to datpdviov Avowog instead of 10 Avoog
dapdviov) is important: datpdviov does not mean ‘(someone’s) ghost’, nor do we
hear something about “le démon de Lysis” (as Hani, retaining the transmitted word-
ing, translates) elsewhere in this work. [R]

Reading mpovmedrjver (pluperfect of moodaivw) instead of the transmitted moovmté-
doauwve; see RusseLL 1954, 61. SanpsacH (CQ 6, 1956, 87) defended mpovmtédarve, but
notmodaivw is, apart from this Plutarch passage, not earlier attested than the 4™
century AD. [R]

A quotation from Hom. Od. 9.27. [R]

Retaining E’s pov) after tavtn) (as Hant does, too; SIEVEKING’s u6vov was conjectured
by HorLwerpa). [R]

Retaining trjv meviav (which Sieveking deletes, followed by Hani) after mpodidwot
and deleting meviav after matoiov. The metaphor is from the tempering of iron in
cold water, rather than from a dye. [R]

See Plut. Nicias 28.6: a shield displayed at Syracuse, and supposed to have belonged
to Nicias (the Athenian general who was captured and executed by the Syracusans
after the disastrous end of the Sicilian Expedition), was richly ornamented with gold
and purple. [R]

Miletus, an important Greek city on the west coast of Asia Minor, was famous for its
woollen garments. [N]

Jason was tyrant of the Thessalian city Pherae between 380 and 370 BC; he succeeded
in establishing a kind of supremacy over all of Thessaly and was recognized as tayog
(“ruler”) of the whole region about 371. [N] On the episode related here cf. Aelian
VH 11.9, and Plutarch himself in Regum et Imperatorum Apophthegmata, Epaminondas
13.193B. The story is chronologically out of place here, since it belongs to the (later)
period of Epaminondas’ power in Thebes. [R]

But yvwoipot may mean ‘notables’ rather than ‘acquaintances’. [R]

The supplement (&tomov, eimev 6 Emapevavdac) (made by BERNARDAKIS, after WyT-
TENBACH had already inserted d&tomov) is necessary. [R] The argumentative clash be-
tween Epaminondas and Theanor in these chapters is most interestingly described.
In its first part (13.582E-14.584B) is dominated by long statements given by Theanor
and Epaminondas; in the shorter second part (14.584B-584D) Theanor seems to get the
upper hand, but in the third part (14.584D-15.585D) the turn tides, and now Theanor
has to listen (and agree) to a detailed argument by Epaminondas. All in all, the
Pythagorean’s picture in this dialogue is rather ambivalent (and perhaps even con-
tains a touch of satire, given that he is introduced in 578E as dkoAovOiag A 0eL katl
KATaoKeLT) ooPagdv, “an impressive figure, with a large and well-equipped group of
attendants”, where cofaog could also mean something like “pompous” or “swag-
gering”): He is presented as a respect-inspiring elder philosopher who then, however,
cannot prevail in an argument against the much younger Epaminondas. His speech
on divine inspiration and daimones in a later part of the dialogue (24.593A-594A) is
something like the last word of this dialogue on the matter, but curiously evokes no
response at all from the other participants, and thus the degree of authority Plutarch
wanted to give it remains very questionable (see SCHRODER, below p. 166): it takes
no account of the philosophical or theological issues raised by Simmias or in the
Timarchus myth; the demonology it gives is not specifically Pythagorean (as DiLLon
shows, below p. 144) and it seems to be presented in a pretentiously rhetorical style.
[RN]

Reading at (yevopevat pevy ék kevov dofwv (at pév ék was already conjectured by
Posr) instead of E’s al évekev (al éveka BERNARDAKIS) kKevv doEwv, which does not
go well together with the following loxvv d¢ ... Aaovoat kTA. [R]

Following WyTTENBACH and reading moartov eimne ¢ éykoateiog kTA. (E has mowoov
eime c); see RusseLL 1954, 61. SteveEkING and Hant adopt KRONENBERG's Tro@TOV €711
¢ éykoatelag. [R]
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Deleting aokroews, which after &oknow 1) paAdov égyov kat amodeéwv does not
make very much sense (see again RusseLL 1954, 61); all three accusatives have their
complement in the preceding genitive ¢ ¢ykoateiag (as the translation tries to make
clear). Thus, dokroewg was inserted by someone who did not understand this. [R]
Adopting WYTTENBACH's fjvrteQ ... émeikvuoOe instead of E’s freg ... épeiAkvoDe.
[R]

Keeping E’s yvuvalépevorand deleting the following kat (Hani reads yvpvalopevol
without deleting kat). Alternatively, read yvuvaodpevor (proposed by Rerske), and
take it as meaning ‘having taken physical exercise’. [R]

Reading ducatoovvng (instead of E’s dikatoovvn)), as doknoig is construed with such
genitives in the preceding sentences as well. [R]

Keeping E’s évdoédwice (as also Hant does); B has évdédotat, which Scawartz changed
into dédetat(adopted by SIEVEKING). [R]

Adopting Re1ske’s v dywvwv (instead of E's twv avOowmnwv, which SievekinG and
Hanit retain). [R]

Reading (with WyTTENBACH) dteABOvVTOC O Lippiag 6oov (instead of E’s dteABdvTog
6oov 6 XZippiac). This makes the deletion of 6oov (proposed by Rerske and adopted
by SievekiNG and HaNT) unnecessary. [R]

Le. you and Epaminondas must come to terms. [R]

I.e. when we die and are buried near him. [R]

The dead do not blink or cast a shadow (Quaest. Gr. 39.300C; see also De sera 24.564C).
(R]

We take éicel to mean “in the other world” here, but it is possible that it means “in Italy,
among the Pythagoreans there.” Varro ordered that he should be buried Pythagorio
more in leaves of myrtle, olive, and black poplar (Plin. NH 35.46). Diog. Laert. 8.10
forbids cypress coffins; Iambl. Vita Pyth. 85 knows of lengthy diovouata relating
to burials. O. ReverDIN, La religion de la Cité Platonicienne (Ecole francaise d”Athénes,
Travaux et Mémoires, VI) (Paris 1945) 125 suggested that Plato’s burial rules in Laws
947b—e are based on Pythagorean practice. [R]

Proverbial: Zenobius 1.55 adds étu pur) det kivelv prjte Bawpole prjte tddoug 1 noqa.
cf. Hesiod WD 750, with WesT’s note. [R]

Lysis” soul is now ready for a new birth (it is evidently not perfect enough to have
escaped the cycle of becoming), and it has a new guiding daimon; its old daimon is
now assigned to Epaminondas (see the next sentence). [R]

T0 €idog is clearly a gloss on v ¢pvowv (for this sense of pvoig, see LS] s.v. II. 2) and
must therefore be deleted. [R]

On Phyllidas see above, n. 42. Hipposthenidas’ timidity (and his initiative on account
of it) is briefly described in Plut. Pelopidas 8.5-6 as well. [N]

Herippidas and Arcesus are the two remaining Spartan commanders (while the third,
Lysanoridas, had gone to Haliartus; see above, n. 18). Plut. Pel. 13.3 calls them all
‘harmosts’, wheras Xen. Hell. 5.4.10 and 13 speaks of one harmost only (and implies,
see n. 285 below) a smaller garrison. [RP]

Herippidas’ name is not totally certain: in this passage, E gives xoimmidag, and in
34.598F, ‘Eouunmidav, which form is also found in the manuscripts of Pelopidas 13.3.
Xenophon, however, in his Hellenica has always the form Herippidas (it is also found
in Diod. 14.38.4 and Plut. Ages. 11.3—4). [R]

Thespiae is a Boeotian town about 15 km east of Thebes. [N]

This detail is not in Pelopidas, and Xenophon (Hell. 5.4.10) says that the Spartan sent
to Thespiae for help after the coup. [R]

On Amphitheus, see above, n. 48. [R]

There was a temple for Demeter Thesmophoros up on the Cadmea; on the sacrifice
mentioned here see R. PARKER, below p. 130 (with n. 5). [R]

Hypatodorus is not otherwise known. His dream is perhaps modelled on Xenophon’s
dream (Anab. 3.1.11) of a thunderbolt falling on his father’s house. [R]
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Adopting Re1ske’s mooeiAnge (as also Hant does) instead of E’s mpoeiAndac. [R]

On Melon, see above, n. 15. [N]

Chlidon’s part in the affair is described also in Plut. Pelopidas 8.7-8. [R]

The MSS give Hoaia, but there is no evidence for a great festival of Hera at Thebes,
whereas the Heraclea were a famous and very great occasion. [R]

The MSS mark a long lacuna here (45 letters in E), but the sense appears complete,
and we can hardly guess what, if anything, is missing. PoHLENZ (@G TOD Ttodrypatog
petéxovrac) means ‘because they were privy to the affair.” [R]

WiLamowitz' transposition of d¢ from before {ntovoa to behind ikavacg (adopted by
SIEVEKING and Han1) is not necessary, as the translation shows. [R]

The long lacuna indicated here (52 letters in E) cannot be filled with any certainty.
The supplement assumed by AmyoT would mean ‘to make the necessary preparations
to receive the exiles’ (‘'et Charon pour tener sa maison preste a recevoir les bannis’).
The genitive tc oikiag suggests that the Greek ought be, e.g. (¢mipeAnoodpevoc, we
defduevog Tovg puyddac). [R]

We translate, on the lines of PoHLENZ supplement, (LdAAAOV dkovovOY, DTaQ d&).
This takes poAic as in effect a negation. An alternative (RusseLr 1954, 62-3) is to place
the lacuna after t@v kpetttévwv and supply there (e.g.) (ot twv pe®” Nuéoav ép-
nAnoBévteg tapaxwv) (‘“who, being filled with the turmoils of the day’). oA now
means ‘with difficulty’. The sense is altered: the contrast is now between Socrates,
who can receive these messages in waking hours, and the rest of us who can with dif-
ficulty do so even in sleep, because, though our body is at peace, our minds are still
disturbed: cf. PL. Rep. 9.571c. [R]

Supplementing un(dapicg et pr)) pucod instead of deleting (with the Basle edition of
1542) E’s pr) before pucod; see RusseLL 1954, 63. [R]

On the possible sources for this concept, see the Introduction, above p. 9. [R]
Reading Baiwg (E) (cwc), which makes Rerske’s Biaiovg (adopted by Sieveking and
Han1) unnecessary. [R]

Reading évdovoa instead of évdovoag (E). [R]

Retaining E’s &pa t@w; WiLamowrrz’ insertion of d¢ (adopted by Sieveking and Hani)
seems unnecessary. [R]

EB have o0d” 6, WyTTENBACH €10’ 6 (adopted by Hant), but EmPERTUS, who conjectured
0 d¢, is right. The argument must be that the mechanism by which the soul moves the
body is unknown, but the fact that it does so is certain, and the process does not entail
speech; we cannot therefore doubt the possibility of soul moving soul. [R]
Following Einarson / DE Lacy (who conjecture &AA” el copa pev dixa pwvng) and
reading aAA” w¢ owpa kat dixa Gpawvng (AAA” [then erasure of one or two letters] ow
paAa dixa dpwvng E, dAA” év bow paAa dixa pwving B). WiLamowrrz already con-
jectured &AM’ oiov owpa; Hant adopts KRONENBERG'S AAA” elow paAa dixa pawvnig.
[R]

The words @omeg Ppawg dvtavyeiav are obscure. They are usually taken as if womeo
dac mEog avtavyewav stood there, ‘as light relates to reflection’; i.e., one is to an-
other as a light is to its reflection. But avtavyeix may also mean ‘effulgence’, and I
have chosen to treat ¢pag as a (correct) gloss on avtavyeiav in this sense. The light
metaphor continues in the following explanatory sentence. [R]

Reading (with WATERFIELD) Toig dexopévols (duvapévos E) EAAapmovotv, which
makes WiLamowITz' duvapévolg (idetv) unnecessary. HanT adopts HERWERDEN'S toig
dawpovioig for toig duvapévors. [R]

Or perhaps ‘expressions or names of things’. [R]

Reading wote (t() Oavualev d&ov, while StevekinG and Hant adopt Amyot’s @ote
Bavualew (ovk) allov. [R]

Reading (with Von ArRNIM) kat” a0t0 10 von0év (as also Hant does; kata tovto 10
von0év E, in which WiLamowrrz deleted tovto, followed by SIEVEKING). [R]
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Reading ta@v koettdévwv), which agrees better with the letters &pet (followed by
a lacuna of four or five letters) in E than daiuovwv) conjectured by WyTTENBACH
(and adopted by Sievexing). Hant follows TurNEBUS, who supplements apei(vovwv).
But apeivoveg is not found with the meaning ‘supernatural beings, daimones’, while
koelttoveg is. [R]

For this, see Herodotus 4.200.2-3 and Aeneas Tacticus 37. [R]

Retaining E’s tov & &AAwv (as Hanrt also does); WiLamowrrz” ta & &AA” is unneces-
sary. [R]

Reading (with E) d06ovBov 1100g; HuserT's insertion of t0 before 10og does not seem
necessary. [R]

Reading xtvet with Bock (ktvovot E). [R]

Reading év aUtoic with BErnarDAKIS (as HaNT also does; év avtoig E). [R]

This story is not known from other sources. [R]

Supplementing eioayévtwv; SIEVEKING adopts WiLaMowITZ” maporydvtwv, Hani BEr-
NARDAKIS €loniotwv. [R]

Timarchus is undoubtedly (see Introd.) an invented character. His name may have
been suggested by [Plat.] Theages 124a, where an Athenian Timarchus goes out on
an adventure which ends in his death, despite a warning from Socrates; or possibly
by Callimachus epigr. 10 PrerFrer, where a philosopher Timarchus is now among the
blessed dead. His career is fictitious: in the common tradition, all Socrates’ sons sur-
vive their father (see Phaedo 116al13), whereas Plutarch makes the eldest, Lamprocles,
predecease Timarchus, and Timarchus predecease Socrates. [R]

But Theanor (593A) calls it Adyog. For the distinction cf. De sera 18.561B and Plat.
Gorgias 523a (with Dopps’ note). [R]

DREXLER's supplement ((katéotoee tov Biov)) is adequate; the sense is clear. [R]
On Socrates’ eldest son Lamprocles (mentioned Xen. Mem. 2.2.1, Aristoxenus fr. 54ab
WEHRLI, Ael. VH 12.15, Diog. Laert. 2.26, 29), see above, n. 193. [N]

Supplementing (ov moAA)ais (aic E: (0Aiy)aic editio Basileensis, Sieveking, Hanr).
(R]

Plutarch wrote a special work (unfortunately not preserved) on the Oracle of Tropho-
nius at Lebadeia (no. 181 in the so-called ‘Lamprias Catalogue’: On the descent into
the cave of Trophonios), and his brother Lamprias was a priest at the oracle (cf. De de-
fectu 38.431C). Pausanias’ uniquely elaborate account of the process of consultation
(9.39: see, e.g.,, W. K. C. GutHrig, The Greeks and their Gods, London 1950, 223-232
and in detail P. BoNNECHERE, Trophonios de Lébadée, Leiden 2003) shows it to have been
more elaborate, more flexible and open to auto-suggestion (“there is no single way
in which they are taught about the future, but one person may see, another hear ...”)
and above all more terrifying than any other: whence its suitability for Timarchus’
startling vision. [RP]

Cf. Pausan. 9.39.14 (‘they are obliged to dedicate a written account on a tablet of
all they have individually heard or seen’) and Clearchus fr. 9 Wenrw1 (the vision of
Cleonymus, who discloses when he woke ‘all he has seen and heard’). [R]

The sutures of the skull (cf. Plat. Timaeus 76a) close in infancy: they are here regarded
as the passage of exit of the soul. I do not know an ancient parallel, but for Tennyson
(In memoriam xliv) they are the ‘doorways’ of the head, and ‘the living babe forgets
the time before the sutures of the skull are closed.” [R]

J. Hani, “Le mythe de Timarque chez Plutarque et la structure de I'extase”, REG 88,
1975, [105-120] 110-115 draws attention to some parallels he found in Shaman and
Hindu lore. [N]

All the conjectures (cvoteAAopévnv EINARSON, otetvopévny EMPERIUS, oTEvoLULEVV
Dobbps, tvryopévny PorLenz; E has tetvopévnv) make the same point: the soul has
been confined and hemmed in, and now expands. [R]
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Reading pelCova (instead of mAetova, which — as SIEVEKING remarks in his apparatus
— “parum intellegitur”). [R]

Supplementing 0’ after é¢€apetBovoac (Von ArRNIM proposed kataAAnAwe (9') éa-
peBovoac). [R]

Reading with Von ArRNIM 0ot Badrv (Emdyetv (Oomeg Padnv dyewv E). [R]
Supplementing éuueAws (Aryvowg WiLamowrrz, adopted by StevekinG and Hanr); E
has a lacuna of seven letters here. [R]

The translation implies a conjectural supplement of the two lacunae found here (of 10
and 43 letters respectively in E) by the words (tentatively put into the text) ToAA&c
.. {(ovV)ehéAkeaBal ) (tng BaAdoong gor), kal avtne KUkAwW) oxedov modego-
pévne. VonN ArNIM proposed OAAXS (ToUTw ouv)epéAkeoBat, th(c OaAdoong kai
avTg KUKAW) oxedov Uopegopévng. VonN ArNiM's second supplement is further
augmented by EinarsoN / DE Lacy, who add opaA@g kai Aeiwg after avtng, and this
(as well as Von ArRNIM’s first supplement) is adopted by Hani. [R]

This part of the description is rather obscure. On the view adopted here (see Introd.)
the sea is the whole celestial sphere, and not (as Von ArNiM held) simply the Milky
Way. It is therefore not easy to explain these variations of depth. Einarson / DE Lacy
adduce the Stoic view ([Plut.] Placita 2.15) that the stars do not move in one plane but
‘one in front of another in height and depth.” [R]

Plutarch may here have in mind Plat. Phaedo 113a, though ¢k30Ar] there has a different
meaning. [R]

This way of describing planetary movements is standard: e.g. Plat. Timaeus 36b, 38b,
3%. [R]

Reading tavtnv instead of tovtwv (cf. VERNIERE). [R]

This again is rather obscure. The angle presumably represents the inclination of the
ecliptic to the equator. If Timarchus is looking upwards at a hemisphere (and Plutarch
stresses that all this is how it seemed to Timarchus), we may take tov Tavtdg as de-
scribing a span of 180°, and the angle intended as a little less than 8/60 of this, i.e. 24°,
which is what we expect. The pépn) are ‘sixtieths’; Plutarch avoids the technical term
e&nrovtadeg (for it, see, e.g., Strab. 2.5.7 p. 113-4 C.). [R]

This does seem to describe the Milky Way. [R]

Timarchus now looks down, where it seems as if a huge chasm has been scooped
out. This chasm is (or includes) the earth itself, whence arise the howls and groans of
human suffering as we know it in this life. [R]

éxtapattopévou gives an etymology of Tdotapog, also known from Crates (Steph.
Byz. s.v. Tdotagog, cf. Serv. Aen. 6.577) but not the only etymology current (Plutarch
De primo frigido 9.948F (cf. Lyd. De mensibus 4.159) derives it from taptapiCerv, ‘trem-
bling’ from cold). [R]

The voice is that of a daimon on the moon (cf. 591C). [R]

For the identification of Persephone (daughter of Demeter, wife of Hades and queen of
the underworld in Greek myth) with the moon, see De facie 27.942D-943C and Hymn.
Orph. 29.11 Quanbr. [R]

Already Rerske wanted to replace wg by @v; another possibility is fjv (‘which is one
of the four portions, and which Styx delimits’). Styx (i.e. the earth’s shadow) is a sort
of frontier between Hades (the earth) and Persephone’s realm of the moon. [R]

This is obscure (to me): ‘diametrically opposite from here’ (WATERFIELD). [R]

See Introd. (p. 10), and esp. DiLLon 1996, 212-6. [R]

The symbolic use of the three Moirai derives from Plato’s Myth of Er (Rep. 10.617c);
Plutarch uses it also in De facie 30.945C (see CHerNIss” notes). Cf. DEusk, below pp.
194-7. The ‘turning-point’ (kaumr)) may have been suggested by Plato Phaedo 72b.
[Plutarch uses the word in a different sense (‘spring’) in Cons. ad uxorem 10.611F and
De anima fr. 177.22 SanpBach.] [R]
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The expression daipoveg émiyBoviot is taken from Hesiod WD 122. [R]

The ‘second measures’ must be periods of 24 hours. In Plat. Tim. 42b ‘days’ and
‘nights’ are said to be t& mowta péon Twv xodvwv. The vuxOruegov may therefore
be ‘second’. Alternatively (Lartanzi 1933, 57 n. 5), the solar year or the lunar month
is regarded as “first’. [R]

Reading dvakoaOetoar with WyrTENBACH (dvatagaxOeioat E). [R]

CasTeR proposed adding dutvov (‘net’): if so, this must come before dedvkdtog (to
avoid hiatus). It may well be right. Des PLaces wanted to put diktvov into the text
instead of dotnua. [R]

Cf. Plat. Phaedrus 248a. [R]

Retaining E’s diadpepodpevor (as Hant also does, while StevexinG adopts PoHLENZ dele-
tion of dwx-). [R]

A revaluation of the common expression vovv €xetv (“to have good sense’). [R]

Von ArRNIM's éAtka TeTaparypévny (as in SIEVEKING's Teubner text) for éykatatooa-
Yuévnv must be right. [R]

Cf. Plat. Rep. 10.614c, Phaedrus 247b. [R]

Retaining E’s ¢évOévde (as Hanr also does, while StevekinG adopts HERWERDEN's £€vdo-
Oev). [R]

The hero of the story now told is called Hermotimus in Aristotle (Met. A 3.984b 19,
Protrepticus fr. 61 Rose = B 110 DtrING), and in later authors (see E. Ronpg, Psyche
[engl. transl.], London 1925, ix n. 111-2; E. R. Dopbs, The Greeks and the Irrational,
Berkeley 1951, 141; Waszink on Tertullian De anima 44), but he is Hermodorus also in
Proclus in Rempublicam 2.113.24 KroLL. [R]

Spintharus of Tarentum (his praise of Epaminondas is mentioned also in Plut. De aud.
3.39B) is perhaps the father of Aristoxenus (but see F. WeHRL1, Die Schule des Aristoteles,
Heft 2: Aristoxenos, Basel 1967 (2. Aufl.), 47). He knew Socrates (Aristoxenus fr. 54a
WEeHRLI), but there is no other evidence for his visit to Thebes. [R]

On swans as holy birds see O. KeLLER, Die antike Tierwelt (Leipzig 1909) vol. 2.214-9;
on snakes, vol. 2.286, 288-90; on dogs, vol. 1.136—43; on horses, vol. 1.246-53. [R]
Reading t@v amno tadtov Yévoug (twv U1 avto Yévog E, twv 0o to yévog WiLa-
MOWITZ, TV UTIO Ta0TO YéVOG BERNARDAKIS). [R]

One might consider reading Tt mtpootattépevov (10 moootattopevov E). [R]

The quotations are Hom. II. 7.44-5 and 7.53. In [Plut.] De vita et poesi Homeri 212,
Il. 7.53 is used to show that Helenus was avtrjkoog ... Oelag dpwvng, and to make
it plausible that Socrates &6 ¢ ToL datuoviov Gwvig épavteveto. Unless this
author is dependent on Plutarch, there must be a common source. See HILLGRUBER ad
loc. [R]

A rather similar analogy between earthly monarchs and god is developed in [Aristotle]
De mundo 6. [R]

Le. those who have finally escaped from the cycle of reincarnation, which Theanor
(as a Pythagorean) takes for granted. [R]

See WD 122-126. [R]

The supplement of this lacuna (10 letters in E) is unsure: Hant adopts WiLamowrrz’
@ (iAo, kal), but we cannot tell whether Theanor addresses Simmias or ‘my friends’
or ‘Theocritus’ (because Theocritus encouraged Simmias to relate the myth). [R]
Reading peBinowv as supplement of this short lacuna (6 letters in E); Hant adopts
BERNARDAKIS' €& Y40 (already AMyoT proposed €a pév yao). [R]

The picture of the soul fighting to “secure its landing” (PrAotipovpévn mept thv ExPa-
ow) contains a Homeric reminiscence: in Hom. Od. 5.410, Odysseus almost despairs
about finding a place to land on the Phaeacian shore (éxBaoic ob mn paived” dAog
moAwoio BVpale). For the text ((toic) dvw mpoopéontat), see Einarson / D Lacy ad
loc. [R]
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The translation accepts Re1ske’s (toog) (which Sievekin and Hant adopt as well). But
avoumomtog could mean “unsuspecting’, and we might also read €¢€ovotv dvomontov
Tov dnuov. [R]

Le. Caphisias and those with him. [R]

Already Xenophon (Hell. 5.4.2) names Philippus as one of the leading pro-Spartan
oligarchs in Thebes; according to Plut. Pelopidas 5.2 it was Philippus who together
with Archias and Leontiadas persuaded the Spartan Phoibidas to occupy the Cadmea
(in Pelopidas 7.4 Philippus is called polemarchos together with Archias). In De genio,
Philippus (who is mentioned here for the first time) becomes prominent only in the
last part of the tale. [N]

On Amphitheus, see above, n. 48. [N]

In 4.577A Archias and Lysanoridas (on whom see above, n. 18) had come down from
the Cadmea, while Caphisias, Theocritus and Galaxidorus were on their way to Sim-
mias” house. In 5.578A Theocritus reported that Lysanoridas had set out for Haliartus
to close Alcmena’s tomb again. [R]

The supplement for this lacuna (7 letters in E) is uncertain. BERNARDAKIS proposed
(Ortavdov), which Hant adopts; cf. Plut. Pel. 9.4 (PLAADAGS ... katnyyeAKwS TOIG
QL TOV AQxlav TOTOV ... kKAt yovaua twv OTtavdewv). Post’s supplement yapetng
also means ‘married’. For Xenophon, the women promised to Archias” party were
high-grade courtesans (Xen. Hell. 5.4.4-6). [RP]

Le. Caphisias’ party. [R]

Damoclidas is a conspirator mentioned also in Plut. Pel. 8.2 and 11.1; he was a
Boeotarch in 371 (Paus. 9.13.6). [RN].

Theopompus is a conspirator mentioned also in Plut. Pel. 8.2. [R]

Adopting HERWERDEN'Ss UmtepPaAdvreg (UmepBaAAovteg E). [R]

This is a detail not found in Pelopidas: for the portent, cf. e.g. Il. 2.353. [R]

This is the house of Charon, who had volunteered (see 2.576D) to take the conspirators
returning from Athens into his house. [N] The following incident, including Charon’s
offering of his son as hostage, is also recounted in Plut. Pelopidas 9. [P]

The translation includes B¢ig ... (patiov in Charon’s speech (as also in SIEVEKING,
Einarson / DE Lacy and Hant), while Post makes them part of Charon’s actions. [R]
On Hipposthenidas and Chlidon, see above 17.586A-18.588A. [N]

Reading miBavov eivat ( mbavov évia E), as vrtevéovv should be construed with an
infinitive and not with a participle. [R]

Reading moog 10 ovpnecgovpevov (cvpmnooov E, ovpunecdv Rerske, which Sieve-
kING and Hanr adopt). Or perhaps read ovpmnintov (cf. Xen. Cyr. 8.5.16: év ... taic
TIOQELALS TTOOG TO CUUTIMTOV AEL DIATATTWY €T0QeVETO)? [R]

This harks back to Hom. Od. 11.526-530, where Odysseus relates how fearlessly (in
contrast to many other Greek leaders) Neoptolemos entered the Wooden Horse. [R]
Adopting WiLamowrrz’ Kndioddweog (0) Ao(yeiytovos (Kndioodwow Atdtovog E).
The conspirator Cephisodorus is also mentioned in Pelopidas 11.7-8. [R]

Reading mpog avBowmovg aovvtdktovg (RusseLL 1954, 63), which Hanr adopts;
E has mpoc aAAnAovg dovvtdktovg, from which Mapvic (followed by SIEVEKING)
deleted dAAN|A0LG. [R]

For this image cf. Plut. De audiendo 9.42C. [R]

The account in Plut. Pelopidas 10.5 is slightly different: Charon told the truth to ot eot
ITeAomidav and invented a reassuring fiction for the other conspirators. [P]
Androclidas had long been a leader of the anti-Spartan faction at Thebes (Hell. Oxy.
XVIL1; XVIII; Xen. Hell. 3.5.1, 4, all referring to 395—4; 5.2.31, 36; Plut. Lysander 8.3,
27.1, Pel. 5.1). After the Spartans occupied the Cadmea, he fled to Athens, but was
slain there by assassins sent by Leontiadas (Plut. Pel. 5.3, 6.3). [RNP]

Hypatas is (besides Archias, Philippus and Leontiadas) another leader of the pro-
Spartan faction at Thebes (see Xen. Hell. 7.3.7, Plut. Pel. 11.1,9). [R]
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Xenophon says that different stories circulated in his day, some saying that the con-
spirators who attacked Archias’ party entered disguised as women, others as komasts.
Plutarch’s version (similarly Pelopidas 11.1) combines the two. On the popular story
motif of ‘warriors disguised as women’ see R. J. Buck, Boiotia and the Boiotian League
(Alberta 1994) 73. Bortawick 1976 suggested that a late 4™ c. amphora-rhyton found
in 1949 at Panagjurischte illustrated the assault; for dissent see J. GrirriTH, Festinat
Senex (Oxford 1988) 44—49. [P]

Cf. Pelopidas 10.6. [R]

Cf. Pelopidas 10.7-9; the story is also related in Quaest. conv. 1.3.619D, Nepos Pelopidas
3.2-3 (but with Archinus for Archias). For the proverb quoted here, see Appendix
Proverbiorum 2.58 (= CPG 1.404), in the (?Doric) form év aot ta omovdaia. [R]
Caphisias of course can only guess the contents of the letter. There is some inconsis-
tency here, since, in the De genio version (contrast Pelopidas 7.3), Charon has only just
(i.e. earlier on this same day) offered his house to the conspirators, and this could not
have been known to the correspondent in Athens. [R]

CoBET’s kKatakekAvopévog (‘drowned in drink’, “half seas over’) is attractive, but E’s
katakekAaouévog may do. [R]

Reading (with HERWERDEN, inspired by Pel. 10.8) Omtép tivawv omovdaiwv (UmtéQ twv
omnovdaiwv E, from which Coset deleted t@wv, followed by SievekinG and Hanr). [R]
Nothing is known about this magistracy beyond the religious functions (sacrifice
and prayer) and appurtenances (crown; sacred spear) mentioned in what follows.
Cabirichus is otherwise unknown. [RP]

Lysitheus is named here for the first time; he is probably one of the returning exiles.
(R]

Or “above my head’. [R]

On Theopompus, see above, n. 251. [R]

Callistratus of Aphidna was a prominent Athenian politician unfriendly to Thebes
(see [Dem.] or. 59.27; Plut. Praec. ger. reip. 14.810F), and a considerable orator (see
Xen. Hell. 6.2.39, 3.3, 10). We cannot say if the episode of the letter has any historical
authority. [R]

On Samidas, see above, n. 37. [R]

The ‘Long Colonnade’ is perhaps the otoa peydAn in the agora erected in commem-
oration of the victory over the Athenians at Delium (Diod. 12.70.5; cf. perhaps Xen.
Hell. 5.2.29). [RP]

There is no lacuna indicated in MSS, but something like this must be missing. [R]
Boeotian ladies are usually modest and restrained: See Plut. Cons. ad uxorem 7.610BC,
and cf. [Dicaearchus] GGM 1.103 MtLLER = Herakleides 6 Kottikog 1.17-20 p. 80-83
Pr1sTER (they even covered their whole face except the eyes). [R]

This is either the temple of Athena Onkaia, south or south-west of the Cadmea, or
that of Athena Ismenias (or Pronaia?), south-east of the Cadmea. See PARKER, below
p- 131 with n. 8. [R]

For this, see above, n. 168 (on 18.587D). [R]

Presumably, they fled from the lower city to the Cadmea (lacuna of 21 letters in E). [R]
Adopting WiLamowrrz’ éikoitoug (koeittovg E, which Hanr retains). [R]

This figure is given also in Pelopidas 12.4 and Diodorus Siculus 15.25.3; but Xen. Hell.
5.4.11 says that the defenders felt themselves to be too few to resist. [P]

On Lysanoridas, see above, n. 18 and 159. [R]

The lacuna (17 letters in E) in this place makes the sense unsure: either ‘he was away
(at Haliartus, see 574A) that day’ or "he was expected to return that day’. [R]
Accepting B’s (oUx 0Alyols élnuiwoav) as a good conjecture (E has a lacuna of 19
letters here). [R]

On Herippidas and Arcesus, see above, n. 159. On the fate of the three Spartan com-
manders, see also Plut. Pel. 13.3. [R]
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Between Athens, Sparta, and Persia: the Historical
Significance of the Liberation of Thebes in 379

George Cawkuwell

The Liberation of Thebes from Spartan control was one of the crucial mo-
ments of the fourth century. With the defeat of Athens in the Pelopon-
nesian War, Sparta had become the unchallenged master of Greece, but
the events of the night in midwinter 379/8 which provide the setting of
Plutarch’s dialogue, De genio Socratis, changed all that. The Spartan garri-
son was expelled from the Cadmea and the rise of Theban power began. In
371 on the battlefield of Leuctra the Thebans at a stroke set Sparta on the de-
fensive for the rest of her history while Thebes became the leading military
power of Greece. It was only the intervention of Macedon that deposed
her. Much was at stake as those philosophically minded discussed the dai-
mon of Socrates and the conspirators set about their murderous plans.
The rise of Thebes in the 370s and the 360s! was due primarily, in the
view of Ephorus (Diod. 15.39.2), to three men who feature in the De genio,
Pelopidas, Gorgidas and Epaminondas. The part of Epaminondas in the
liberation, as Plutarch describes it, was minor; he had declined actively to
take a hand in an action that might damage innocent citizens (594B) though
he said that he and Gorgidas had known the expected date of the exiles’
return, and when the uprising was under way both men had assembled
with their friends ready to assist the cause (598C, D).? Elsewhere Plutarch
made plain his high esteem for Epaminondas (Timoleon 36, Philopoemen 3)
and, if one can accept that Pausanias’ account of the career of Epaminon-
das (9.13-15.6) is an epitome of Plutarch’s (lost) Life,> he rounded off his ac-
count by citing the elegiac verses on the statue of Epaminondas in Thebes,
where it was proclaimed that it was due to him that “all Hellas is indepen-
dent and in freedom’. So Plutarch’s silence in the De genio is challenging.
Pelopidas’ part is fully recounted (596C, 597D-F) but Plutarch drops no
hint of their future partnership, nor of Pelopidas’ large share in the north-
ern extension of Theban power. Gorgidas, who had been a Hipparch be-
fore 382 (578BC), was the founder of the Sacred Band (Pelopidas 18) and

! Buckier 2003 is a valuable handbook to the period. Similarly, the Cambridge Ancient
History VI* (Cambridge 1994).

2 Cf. CawkwELL 1972.

3 Cf. L. PepER, De Plutarchi Epaminonda (diss. Jena 1912) and ZiecLer 1951, 896.
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his minor part in the liberation is adequately described (594B, 598C).# The
failure to point the contrast between the Epaminondas of 379/8 and the
Epaminondas of 371 and later is surprising.

Of course, it may be simply that Plutarch chanced to tell it all that way,
but one inevitably wonders whether he was reflecting whatever source he
had concerning the liberation. His model for the whole dialogue is Pla-
tonic and just as it is vain to look to Plato’s Dialogues for reliable factual in-
formation, so one might hesitate to give great credit to Plutarch’s account
of that historic night if it were not that the De genio chimes with barely
a dissonant note with the account of the liberation in the Life of Pelopidas.
There are furthermore very few Thebans named of whom we do not hear
in other sources and there is only one historical fact which is anachronistic,
viz. Jason of Pherae’s tenure of the office of Taydg of Thessaly (583F).° So
the account of the liberation is not fiction but history. The philosophical
dialogue may or may not have taken place on that night but the historical
account is to be taken seriously.

Whence then did Plutarch derive it? The likely enough guess is that
he drew on the Hellenica of Callisthenes of Olynthus (FGrHist 124), a work
covering in ten books the thirty years between the Peace of Antalcidas and
the outbreak of the Sacred War. This must have been a full work, and it is
highly likely that his account of the liberation of Thebes was full. There
are other candidates of course, like the shadowy Daimachus of Plataea
(FGrHist 65) and Aristophanes ‘the Boeotian” whom Plutarch used in the
De Herodoti Malignitate (FGrHist 379), but no matter. What is clear is that
Plutarch did not use Xenophon'’s Hellenica. The two accounts differ in de-
tail, and there is one very striking difference. Xenophon spoke of seven
conspirators (5.4.1), Plutarch of twelve (576C; cf. Pelopidas 8), and Xenophon
makes no mention at all of Pelopidas’ part in the action. This is consistent
with Xenophon'’s treatment of both Pelopidas and Epaminondas. The for-
mer does not appear in the Hellenica apart from the embassy to the Great
King in 367 which Xenophon treated as shabby and disgraceful (7.1.33-38).
The latter is not named in connection with Leuctra and makes his first ap-
pearance during the second Theban campaign in the Peloponnese (7.1.41).
Xenophon’s silences about Pelopidas and Epaminondas were deliberate,
and scandalous. Plutarch was not deceived. Wherever it was, he found
a full account of that dramatic night; what he says and does not say is

4 H. Swosoba, “Gorgidas”, RE 7.2 (1912) 1619-20, for what is known of Gorgidas.

® Eumolpidas and Samidas (577A), Phidolaus of Haliartus (577D), Ismenodorus and
Melissus (582D) are otherwise unattested. There is no other evidence to support the claims
that Timotheus, the son of Conon, was sympathetic to Boeotia (575F), nor that Callistratus
was connected with Leontiadas (597D), though there is nothing inherently improbable in
either case. Jason however did not become torydg of Thessaly until the later 370s (cf. Xen.
Hell. 6.1.18) and 583F is in error.
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seriously to be considered, a matter not of historiography but, it would
seem, of fact.

The career of Epaminondas is indeed poorly attested before he appears
centre-stage in the Peace Conference at Sparta in 371 where he met Agesi-
laus” demand for the dissolution of the Boeotian Federation with a demand
that the Spartans let the Perioecic peoples go, and then he had the Thebans
refuse to join in a treaty that returned them to submission. Twenty days
later he fought and won the battle of Leuctra, a cataclysmic victory, his
first appearance, in a military role, as Boeotarch. The De genio shows he
was not an active participant in 379/8; he knew about the plotted libera-
tion but tried to dissuade the plotters (576E, F, 594B); he and Gorgidas had
their friends ready to give support when the dirty work had been done (594
B) but he would not initiate the violence. This all fits with his abstaining
from action in the years down to 371, and the reason Epaminondas gave
for his abstinence, viz. that “unless there was great necessity, he would not
kill any of his fellow-citizens without trial’ (594 B), is consistent with his at-
titude at the height of his power and glory. According to Diodorus (15.57),
when the Thebans after Leuctra campaigned against Orchomenus, once
the chief obstacle to Theban domination of Boeotia and still at least dissi-
dent, and they intended to enslave the city, Epaminondas dissuaded them
saying that ‘those aiming to have the leadership of the Greeks’” should not
so behave. The Orchomenians, Diodorus declares, were then made “al-
lies” and in the same mood the Phocians were made ‘friends’” of Thebes
but on terms hardly suitable to ‘those aiming to have the leadership of the
Greeks’, for they were able to refuse to join the army of Epaminondas on its
way to settle the affairs of the Peloponnese in the battle of Mantineia; they
declared that their treaty with Thebes obliged them to lend military aid in
the case of an attack on Thebes but said nothing about campaigns against
others (Xen. Hell. 7.5.4). In comparable spirit Epaminondas was later to
treat with moderation ‘the best men’ of Achaea (ibid. 7.1.42). The criticism
made of him by Theocritus the diviner in 379/8 (576DE) foreshadows the
enmity he aroused at the height of his career.® Epaminondas was, in short,
a credit to philosophy if not to Realpolitik. The De genio makes a useful
contribution to our understanding of this great man.

The main historical question, however, that naturally poses itself to
readers of the De genio concerns the division in Theban politics between
Leontiadas and Archias on the one hand and on the other the liberators
and, previously, Ismenias and Androclidas, in other words between the
Laconisers and their opponents.

First, one must ask whether it was a struggle between democrats and
oligarchs, the sort of stasis with which we are familiar from all over the

6 Cf. CAwkwELL 1972, 266-8.
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pages of Thucydides and especially his analysis of stasis (3.82). Efforts
to unite Boeotia were already underway in the late sixth century as the
unsuccessful Theban effort to coerce Plataea in 519 shows (Hdt. 6.108.5,
Thuc. 3.68.5), and Herodotus (9.15.1) speaks of Boeotarchs in 479. How-
ever, the full Boeotian constitution may not have been in place by that date
to judge by what the Thebans are made by Thucydides (3.62) to claim in
answer to the charge of Medism during Xerxes’ invasion. Perhaps they
spoke tongue in cheek but they went on to say that things were different
after the Persians withdrew and the city toUg vopouvg éAafe, there hav-
ing been been previously neither oAryagyia icOvopog nor dnuokoatia
but a duvaoteia OAtywv. By the middle of the century we are on firmer
ground. After victory in the battle of Oenophyta in 457 the Athenians es-
tablished some sort of control over all of Boeotia save Thebes (Diod. 11.83,
cf. [Xen.] Ath. Pol.3.11), and there would seem to have been some kind of
democracy in Thebes in this period (Ar. Pol. 1302 b 29). Ten years later
an Athenian force was defeated at Coronea (Thuc. 1.113). The Athenians
completely withdrew from Boeotia and the Boeotian Confederacy, as we
see it described in Hellenica Oxyrhynchia (XIX Chambers), was securely es-
tablished (Thuc. 3.62.5). It was a decisive point in the rise of Boeotia, which
the Theban commander at the battle of Delium in 424 used to inspire the
Boeotian army (Thuc. 4.92.6), and the firm establishment of the federal
constitution hardly left room for much in the way of democracy. Each of
the “divisions” (pépn) sent one hundred and sixty councillors to the Fed-
eral Council sitting in Thebes, which decided affairs. It is not surely to
be excluded that individual cities had a popular assembly but if they did,
it must have been largely unemployed. Yet the political division which
had come on the Boeotians, according to the Hellenica Oxyrhynchia (XIX.1
Chambers), ‘not many years’ before the outbreak of hostilities in 395 and
which set Ismenias in conflict with Leontiadas, had no constitutional effect
as far as we can see. The charges made against Ismenias after his arrest in
382 (Xen. Hell. 5.2.35) appear to have nothing to do with a clash of oli-
garchy and democracy and everything to do with Spartan policy towards
Persia. It was according to Hellenica Oxyrhynchia (XX.1) a division amongst
the BeAtiotol kal yvwopwtatol twv oAttwv. The federal constitution
continued until the King’s Peace of 386 when Agesilaus required its disso-
lution and Thebes was made into what we see in the De genio, a separate
city with three Polemarchs as its senior magistrates.

It is true that there was some sort of assembly in Thebes which is al-
luded to by Plutarch in his Life of Pelopidas (12). It had been assembled
the morning after the liberation and indeed elected, on Plutarch’s account
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(Pel. 13.17), three Boeotarchs. Whenever exactly the Boeotarchy was rein-
stated, the seizure of Plataea by the Thebans in 373 was led by a Boeotarch
who led the Thebans directly from the assembly with their weapons in
hand (Paus. 9.1.6 and 7). The whole trick depending on Plataean pre-
sumption that the assembly would be longdrawn — nmtiotavto yap tovg
Onpaiove (we) mavdnuel kal dua enti mAglotov eiwbecav PovAevecOal
(Paus. 9.1.5). There is a decree of the Boeotians honouring a Carthaginian
(Rhodes and Osborne no. 43) which is headed £doe toL dapot. Its date
is unsure but under 364 Diodorus 15.78 has Epaminondas speaking in an
assembly® and the dfjiog then passing a decree just as was to happen at the
time of the Revolt of Thebes in 335 (Arr. Anab. 1.7.2, Diod. 17.91). So there
is no doubt that Thebes was some sort of democracy after 379. However,
Pausanias’ account of the assembly of 373 suggests that this democracy
was as restricted after the King’s Peace as it had been in 395, as described
by the Hellenica Oxyrhynchia; only those with a certain property qualifi-
cation were eligible for the ‘four councils” (XIX.2 Chambers); there was a
proclamation that ‘each Theban should take his weapons with him to the
assembly” (Paus. 9.1.6). It would seem then that there was no change in
this regard between 395 and 373, and there is no reason to suppose that
the liberation brought an outburst of democratic fervour. The factional ri-
valry of that period was not the struggle of dnpog and 0Atyot so common
in Greek states.

In 379 Thebes was in the grip of what Thucydides termed a duvaoteia
OAtywv. Three years before, the Boeotians had, like the Athenians, sent an
embassy to Olynthus and it was believed that the Olynthians had passed a
decree to send embassies accompanying the Athenians and Boeotians on
their return home to make alliances (Xen. Hell. 5.2.15). For the Spartans
this was a serious situation. They had used the King’s Peace to require
the dissolution of the Chalcidic League, just as they had done to affect the
break-up of the Boeotian confederacy. Such insubordination was not to
be tolerated. They sent out an army northwards and, as it passed Thebes,
the Theban Laconisers persuaded the Spartans to occupy the Cadmea and
stop the rot. So Leontiadas and Archias took control, and a reign of terror
began. In fear three hundred Thebans fled to Athens, the situation briefly
delineated in De genio (575F — 576A). One of the leaders of those opposed
to Leontiadas, Ismenias, was arrested and judicially murdered (Xen. Hell.
5.2.31, 35-36). The other, Androclidas, thought in Thebes to be the leader
of the exiles and a likely source of plotting (595B), was assassinated by
an agent of Leontiadas (Plut. Pel. 6.3). Amphitheus, named by Plutarch
elsewhere (Lysander 27) as political partner of Androclidas, was, on the

7 Buckler is prominent among those who accept Plutarch’s account. Cf. Buckier 2003,
215.
8 Aeschin. or. 2.105 quoted a remark of Epaminondas in an assembly.
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very night of the liberation, expected to be taken from prison, questioned,
and put to death (577D, 586E). Clearly, there were a good many others
incarcerated (598E).

If this was not a version of the usual struggle of democrats against oli-
garchs, why were Leontiadas and his gang so submissive to Spartan domi-
nation? Plainly the Liberators sought to secure liberty (cf. 595D). Why did
the duvaoteia 0OAlywv desire otherwise? It might have been a mixture of
fear and prudence, but it is to be noted that on Xenophon’s account (Hell.
5.2.26) the whole idea of the Spartans occupying the Cadmea originated
with Leontiadas. Why was he so minded? Of course he may simply have
wanted to be in power himself, but the accusations made against Ismenias
(Xen. Hell. 5.2.36) suggest that there may have been a serious issue of pol-
icy. These accusations were ‘that Ismenias took the side of the Barbarian,
that he had become E&vog to the Persian for no good purpose for Greece,
that he had had a share of the money sent by the King, and that he and
Androclidas were principally responsible for all the turmoil in Greece.’

There runs, through the history of Greece, in the fourth century, a melan-
choly river of folly, viz. the Panhellenist dream of the union of Greece in
a war against Persia which would stop the Greeks quarrelling amongst
themselves and allow them to exploit the wealth of Asia. The chief advo-
cate of this idea was Isocrates, and the man who chiefly sought to realise
it King Agesilaus of Sparta.” When he went to Asia in 396, his campaign
was to be ‘against Asia” (Xen. Hell. 3.4.2) just as in 394, when about to
obey the summons to return to Greece and defend Sparta, he promised
the Greeks of Asia that when he could, he would return to carry on with
the grand campaign from which he had been prevented by the turmoil in
Greece (Xen. Hell. 4.2.3 and 4; cf. 4.1.41). The King’s Peace of 386 formally
ended such ambitions, but it did not end his hatred of Persia according to
his friend and admirer, Xenophon (cf. Ages. 7.7). By the time Agesilaus
died in 359, Panhellenism for Spartans was an extinct idea. In Thebes, as
far as we know, it had never been alive. When Agesilaus was setting out
on his great campaign ‘against Asia’ in 396, he sought ‘to make sacrifices
in Aulis where Agamemnon made sacrifice when he was sailing against
Troy’. The Boeotarchs intervened and violently prevented it (Xen. Hell.
3.4.4.). Admittedly, Panhellenism was largely a matter not of action but
of talk and we do not have any samples of Theban oratory as we have of
Athenian, but there is no hint anywhere of Theban policy being affected
by the desire to punish Persia. Indeed, in 344, when the Great King ap-
pealed to the Greek states for help in the reconquest of Egypt, the Thebans
sent a force of a thousand hoplites to assist (Diod. 16.44) and in 335 when,
during the Theban Revolt, Alexander called for individuals to submit, the

? Cf. G. L. CawkweLL, The Greek Wars (Oxford 2005) 6.
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Thebans countered calling for volunteers from Alexander’s army “to join
with the Great King and the Thebans to free the Greeks and overthrow the
tyrant of Hellas...” (Diod. 17.9.5), thus displaying the clear good sense that
Demosthenes (10.34) had sought for in vain in Athenian policy.

What suggests that the division between Leontiadas and Ismenias may
have been at least sharpened by serious difference over the question of re-
lations with Persia is the part played by an earlier Leontiadas, presumably
a direct ancestor, probably grandfather to the leading villain of the De ge-
nio, in the defence of Thermopylae in 480. For all Herodotus’ malignitas, it
seems that although the duvaoteia 0Atywv had given earth and water to
Xerxes, four hundred Thebans under the command of Leontiadas fought,
and, as a punishment, were branded by the Persians, ‘beginning with their
General” (Hdt. 7.233.2). It is not inconceivable that hostility to the Barbar-
ian was cherished in that family. Ismenias, Leontiadas’ chief opponent,
had accepted from the King an invitation to become £¢voc, an offer Agesi-
laus had, no doubt ostentatiously, rebuffed (Xen. Ages. 8.3). It would not
be surprising if Ismenias” policy had caused serious division in the state.

In the fifth century, the centripetal forces of Boeotia seeking to establish
the Boeotian Federation were strongly pro-Spartan, the centrifugal forces
anti-Spartan and therefore sympathetic to Athens. After the end of the
Peloponnesian War, this was abruptly reversed. In the preliminary discus-
sions of Sparta and her allies about the terms of a settlement with Athens
the Boeotian representative, like the Corinthian, spoke against any settle-
ment and demanded the destruction of Athens (Xen. Hell. 2.2.19; cf. 3.5.8)
and the enslavement of the populace (Isoc. 14.31); yet within a very short
time the city of Thebes was offering refuge to the Athenian exiles (Xen.
Hell. 2.41, etc) then supporting their return (Justin 5.9, etc) and refusing
to heed Sparta’s call for help in dealing with the liberation of Athens. This
was a dramatic change from Thebes’ earnest support of Sparta in the Dece-
lean War and their strenuous participation in the war in Ionia, and schol-
ars have largely concurred with the view!? that Thebes was moved to such
dissidence by Sparta’s domination both in the Peloponnese and in central
Greece (cf. Diodorus 14.17.7 and 82.2).

The dramatic change in Theban policy in 404 can be readily understood.
But it is equally to be considered why Spartan policy towards Athens was
so unexpectedly lenient. Sparta regarded walls round cities as a source
of trouble. They had tried to prevent the building of the Themistoclean
ring after the Persians withdrew (Thuc. 1.90.2) just as they prevented the
walling of cities in the Peloponnese (Xen. Hell. 5.2.7). In 411 it was feared in
Athens that Athens” walls would be demolished (Thuc. 8.91.3) and Critias,
the hard-line oligarch of 404, was believed to want Attica ‘to be reduced to

10°Cf. P. Crocug, “La Politique Thébaine de 404 a 396 av. J.C.”, REG 31 (1918) 315-43.



108 George Cawkwell

sheep-grazing, emptied of the herd of men’ (Philost. V. Soph. 1.16 = VS
88 Al). Why then, after all the bitterness of the Peloponnesian War, did
Sparta let Athens off so lightly? Theramenes returned to Athens from what
he represented as his successful negotiations at Sparta a greatly popular
man (Diod. 14.4.1). But the Spartans were not soft. Why did they let the
Athenians keep the city walls?
The answer is probably that Sparta was afraid of Thebes and Theban ambi-
tions.!! Indeed one of the Thirty at Athens went to Sparta after the return
of Theramenes to the Piraeus and bade them campaign in support of the
Thirty, ‘saying slanderously” according to Lysias (12.58) ‘that the city will
belong to the Boeotians ....". Now Thebes had certainly irritated the Spar-
tans by claiming a tithe of the spoils of war (Xen. Hell. 4.3.21, Plut. Lys.
27.4) but that and other minor incidents were not enough to make Sparta
fear the Boeotians. One of these incidents is suggestive. In 420/19 the Boeo-
tians took over the Spartan foundation Heraclea, and the Spartans were an-
gry with them for doing so (Thuc. 5.52.1). What business had Boeotia with
this place? The answer is to be found in Xenophon’s explanation of Jason
of Pherae destroying the fortification in 371 (Hell. 6.4.27); Heraclea con-
trolled the route from Central Greece northwards. Perhaps as early as 420
Boeotian ambitions envisaged the expansion northwards of the 360s, and
Sparta in the person of Lysander sought to prevent them. The measure
of Lysander’s efforts is to be found in the mixed army of Central Greeks
which he took to fight Thebes in the battle of Haliartus in 395 (Hell. 3.5.6).
Agesilaus in the 380s sought in the King’s Peace to keep Boeotia disunited.
The Theban decision to seek an alliance with Olynthus (Xen. Hell. 5.2.15)
was an open challenge to Spartan domination. This was followed by a
proclamation that no Theban was to join the campaign against the Olyn-
thians (ibid. 5.2.27). This was the policy of Ismenias and Androclidas,
clearly a challenge to the King’s Peace, and Leontiadas to maintain the
Peace struck. The tyranny depicted in the De genio was established. Of
course, given the nature of the evidence, it is not to be denied that Leon-
tiadas may have been solely concerned to secure for himself a position of
power. It is equally not to be denied that he thought that the maintenance
of the King’s Peace was the best or rather the only way to secure peace
for Thebes. Judgement of Leontiadas however depends on unanswerable
questions concerning the King’s Peace.!? Was the proclamation forbidding
any Theban to join in the campaign against Olynthus (Xen. Hell. 5.2.27) a
contravention of the King’s Peace? Had Ismenias thereby gone too far?

"' Cf. G. E. M. pE StE Crox, The Origins of the Peloponnesian War (London 1972) 343.

12 Xenophon has done his best to obscure the nature of the King’s Peace. Cf. CAWKWELL,
“The King’s Peace”, CQ 31 (1981), [69-83] 78, where the possibility is raised that in forbid-
ding ‘volunteers’ joining the Spartan campaign against Olynthus Thebes was in breach of
the Peace.
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The Thebans were not popular. For a start they were too well fed (cf.
Aristophanes Ach. 860-84, Pax 1003-5. The Athenians pinned on them the
label, ‘Boeotian swine’, (according to Plutarch, De esu carnium 1.6) which
Pindar the Boeotian passed on (Ol. V1.90) perhaps tongue in cheek,'* but as
Plutarch shows it concerned Theban eating, not Theban thinking. Epho-
rus would claim (FGrHist 70 F 119) that the leaders of Thebes neglected
education (cf. Diod. 15.79.2) save in the period of Epaminondas,'* but
he neglected to explain how and why the Pythagorean Lysis of Tarentum
(VS 44) became the teacher of Epaminondas; he had died some time before
Epaminondas rose to prominence and power (cf. 578D, 583B, etc.). The
two Thebans, Simmias and Cebes, familiar to us from Plato’s Phaedo, are
part of the philosophical circle pictured in the De genio, and all in all it is
clear that Thebes in the early Fourth Century was no philosophical back-
water.!> Perhaps Plutarch meant to proclaim through his dialogues that
Thebes was a place of intellectual importance. Elsewhere, in the De malig-
nitate Herodoti (864D — 867B), Plutarch berated Herodotus for his treatment
of the Thebans at Thermopylae and his attack seems just, though it is not to
be discussed here. Overall, what is undeniable is Theban military virtue.
The history of the fourth century makes that abundantly clear, as does the
valour displayed on the night of the liberation. Plutarch had reason to be
proud.

13 For “Boeotian swine’, see S.C. Bakuuizen, in H. BeisTER / J. BUCKLER (edd.), Boiotika
(Munich 1989) 67-8.

14 Cf. P. StyuiaNou, A Historical Commentary on Diodorus Siculus Book 15 (Oxford 1998)
10.

15 Cf. N. H. Demano, Thebes in the Fifth Century (London 1982) Chapter 5, ‘Philosophy in
Thebes'.






The liberation of Thebes
in Plutarch’s De genio Socratis and Pelopidas®

Christopher Pelling

1. De genio’s Platonic subtext

The liberation of Thebes in 379 BcE offers a particularly rich opportunity
to investigate Plutarch’s narrative technique, for this is the most elaborate
instance where we find the same episode recounted in a moral essay, the
De genio, and in a biography, the Pelopidas.

As the present volume makes clear, the De genio attracts a good deal of
scholarly interest: does, for instance, Plutarch side with Epaminondas in
this essay? That view is taken by Daniel Babut,! Aristoula Georgiadou?
and Frederick Brenk,® and already a generation ago in the standard com-
mentary by Corlu.* If so, it would be a paradox, as Epaminondas, the
person who decides to stay out of the Liberation, is something of an ab-
sent presence in this narrative; but that would not be the only paradox in
Plutarch. Is there a moral for Plutarch’s own generation, and if so what is it
— political quietism on the model of Epaminondas, or the search for a new
equivalent of liberation, or simply an invitation to any readers to consult
their own conscience? What are we to make of the problems of reading any
signs, whether it be the obscure writings found at the tomb of Alcmene
(577E-F) or the various omens that attend the conspiracy itself? Is there

* This is a lightly adapted version of a paper that was given at a conference in Rethymno
in May 2005; the original version is included in the volume of that conference, The Unity of
Plutarch’s Work: ‘Moralia’ Themes in the ‘Lives’, Features of the ‘Lives” in the ‘Moralia’, edited
by Anastasios Nikoraipis (de Gruyter 2008). I am most grateful to Professor NikoLAIDIS
and to de Gruyter for their permission to republish the material here.

! BaBur 1969, 344-6; Basut 1984, 72-3 = BapuT 1994, 426-7.

2 A. GEorGIADOU, “Vita activa and vita contemplativa. Plutarch’s De Genio Socratis and
Euripides” Antiope”, in I. Garro / B. Scarpicrr (edd.), Teoria e Prassi Politica nelle opere di
Plutarco (Naples 1995), 187-200; ead., ITod&eic and Adyou: the Liberation of the Cadmeia
in Plutarch’s de Genio (abstract), in EPETHPIX. THX ETAIPEIAY. BOIQTIKON MEAETQON,
Second International Congress, Levadeia 1992 (Athens 1995) 1129-30; GEorGrapou 1996.

® BRENK 1996; BRENK 2002.

4 Thus for Corru 1970, 20, “Epaminondas incarne l'idéal plutarchéen de l'union de la
philosophie et la politique”. Cf. also Baricazzi 1988 and Desipert 1984, 576-7, though
DesipERT also brings out Plutarch’s appreciation of the virtue and nerve of the active plotters
(583). HErRsHBELL 1988, 374-8 gives a balanced view.
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a metatextual significance of such problematic semiotics for the reading
of Plutarch’s own text and the drawing of any lessons, perhaps including
political lessons? That is the subject of a subtle article by Philip Hardie
(1996).> What does the pervasive Platonic intertextuality add to it all? Is it
just a clever and playful bonding with an accomplished reader, or might
Plutarch be providing his own counterpart of Plato in a way that interlocks
with the attempts of the characters in the text to explore a counterpart to
the Platonic Socrates? Not all these issues will be explored in this chapter,
but some light may fall on them if we concentrate on narrative itself and
the contrast of Life and essay.

The Platonic intertextuality will provide the essential background for
this discussion. There is a vast amount of this in the essay, and other as-
pects of this are explored elsewhere in this volume: questions of souls dip-
ping up and down in the manner of Timaeus, questions of how a myth of
rebirth works in the manner of Republic 10, and so on.® But it is the Phaedo
that is particularly relevant. There are several particular echoes right at
the beginning, the discussion of whether there is time to talk and whether
those present are willing to listen (575D-E ~ Phaedo 58c-d), and the intro-
duction of ‘Simmias’, the man of Thebes who was so important in Phaedo
and is now the host here. There is some wryness too in the way he is intro-
duced. He has ‘been away for a long time in foreign parts and had travelled
among strange peoples’ (576C, 578A): exactly as the Socrates of Phaedo had
encouraged his interlocutors to do (78a, where Socrates was in fact talking
to Cebes —but Cebes is not forgotten here either, 580E, 590E). Now Simmias
has arrived home “full of all sorts of myths and barbarian stories’. People
keep visiting him at his home, not unlike the way they visited Socrates
in prison; but Simmias has a rather different reason for not being able to
roam around, for he has suffered a nasty ailment of the leg and can only
lie on his couch. That is most convenient, as it means Simmias cannot in-
volve himself in the action himself, and Plutarch therefore sidesteps the
issue whether he would be an active participant like Pelopidas or a philo-
sophical bystander like Epaminondas: the question cannot arise for him.
But this participant who was closest to the Platonic Socrates shows a fur-
ther wry Socratic touch: for does not the Phaedo itself end with a Socrates
on his couch, as the hemlock gradually strikes at his — legs? There is even
a ‘fastening’ here as well, the é¢mideopog that has just been removed from

% On this theme cf. also Basut 1984, 63-5 = Basut 1994, 417-9; also Desiper: 1988, 580-1,
BreNk 1996, 45.

® For a treatment of some of these issues, see VErNIERE 1977, 935, 105-14, K. DSRING,
“Plutarch und das Daimonion des Sokrates (Plut. de genio Socratis Kap. 20-24)”, Mnemosyne
37 (1984) 376-92, and BRENk 1996. See also Deuse, below p. 193 with n. 67
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Simmias’ leg (589A) — a blander equivalent of the fetter removed from
Socrates’ leg at Phaedo 5%.”

The mild divergences between Plutarch’s two accounts have been well
studied by others, most recently and thoroughly by Georgiadou 1997. Here
I shall give a broader comparison of Life and essay under three headings
that have become familiar from narratological theory: duration, focalisa-
tion, and voice. One recurrent question will be what we might call the in-
tertwining of ‘theme” and ‘event’: how far the various issues of conscience
and political activism are affected by and affect the events of this stirring
story. Ziegler thought the intertwining of theme and event in De genio was
superficial and contrived, a shallow imitation of their thorough integration
in the Phaedo.® Perhaps we can be a little more generous.

2. ‘Duration’ in De genio and Pelopidas

First, duration. The version in the Life is quite expansive, by Life standards,
but is still only seven chapters long. The essay is developing the narrative
all through the work: after the dialogue introduction, it starts with the ar-
rival of the news that the plotters are on the way from Athens, and at the
end it goes through to the moment when the Spartan garrison withdraws.
The Life version might take twenty minutes to read aloud; the essay version
would require more like two hours, and is getting close to an equivalent
in duration to the length in real time that the events would take (so, in the
terms made familiar by Bal,’ the ‘story” becomes equivalent in extent to the
‘fabula’). That is especially so as the back-narrative is given in very com-
pressed form at the beginning in 575F-6B, ‘we all know already how...’,
and then there is a quickening of pace at the end once the action itself fi-
nally starts at 596D-E: the time in between, that taken by the discussion as
the conspiracy develops, is pretty well exactly the time that the discussion,
if real, would have taken. That ‘isochronic’ equivalence of duration is not
unusual in Plutarch (compare, for instance, De Pythiae Oraculis, where the
conversation occupies the time it would take to climb the hill at Delphi);
and it is very much on the pattern of a Platonic dialogue, including the
Platonic dialogue that has the most important, indeed cataclysmic action
interwoven with it, the Phaedo.

This point of duration has several effects. The first, of course, is that

7 For these and other Platonic echoes cf. esp. Hirzer 1895, 148-51; Corru 1970, 93-5.

8 ZieGLER 1964, 204 = 1951, 841 (‘Thema’ and ‘Handlung’); cf. the similar verdict of
Hirzer 1895, 151. VERNIERE 1977, 93 states uncompromisingly that “le sujet véritable, ce
n’est pas le démon de Socrate, c’est la libération de Thébes”, though she has a more nuanced
view on p. 95. For a more sympathetic treatment of the interweaving of the philosophy
with the narrative, see esp. DEsIpErI 1984.

? Bar 1985.
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this is extremely mimetic, almost the extreme case of narrative mimesis.
The longueur, the agonising waiting that attends even such exciting and
swift-moving events as these, is caught by the way the participants talk,
almost literally, to pass the time: rather as the Spartan partisan Archias
liked philosophical conversation to distract others from his disgraceful ac-
tions (576C), so the conspirators too seem to be talking as much to distract
themselves as to buoy up their spirits or to provide the suspicious with an
excuse for their gathering. When we come to the interaction of theme and
action, this is not just a ploy of Plutarch himself to inject a factitious liter-
ary ‘unity’: it characterises too, for instance when the conversation turns
to how a momentary inspiration allowed Socrates to escape mortal danger
at the hands of, not coincidentally, the Thebans (581D-E of Delium, with a
hint of Plato’s Symposium). At times like this a mind drifts easily into preoc-
cupation with mortal danger, and dwelling here on divine inspiration may
be wishful thinking, but is psychologically just right. It is something of a
contrary counterpart of the Phaedo itself, where it is so natural for Socrates
and his friends to talk of immortality.

Not that the main point of the discussion is to illuminate the moment,
tense though it is. The forward movement of the essay is carried not by
the action but by the discussion of Socrates’ daimonion, and the moments of
action or of news punctuate it, even serve as panel-dividers to separate the
discussion. We might compare the Amatorius, another dialogue peculiarly
rich in Platonic reminiscence, where the debate is interwoven with and
affected by the news coming from Thespiae of Ismenodora’s doings (754E,
756A, 771D). It is a mirror-image of the phenomenon familiar from many
Lives, though not Pelopidas itself, where the narrative action is divided into
panels by ‘digressions” (what used to be called ‘eidology’), digressions that
themselves have something of the manner of the Moralia: take, for instance,
the discussion of divine inspiration at Coriolanus 32 or of the way mantic
signs work at Pericles 6, both Moralia-like topics which happen to overlap
closely with the themes of De genio Socratis.

There is more to it still, though, and this brings us on to the interlocking
of theme and event. Some interaction is exactly what we should expect:
in that Coriolanus case, for instance, the ‘Homeric” texture of the digres-
sion has an interesting interplay with the “Achillean” figure we have so far
seen in that Life and the ‘Odyssean’ crisis of powerful womenfolk that he
is about to face. In De genio the most obvious interaction is the way that
reflections and actions affect one another: just as the characters’ thoughts
change under the pressure of events, so also their thought-processes drive
their actions. Thus the texture of the discussion becomes different once
the tingling-nerved Hipposthenidas has told how, among other things, he
found the dream of Hypatodorus so frightening that he decided to abort
the whole affair (587A-B). Not merely does Hipposthenidas himself illus-
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trate the point made earlier, that one has to have the right mindset if one
is to receive divine guidance and interpret it aright; this is also the point
where dreams and visions are dropped as appropriate vehicles for inspi-
ration, and Simmias moves the discussion on to a new level by talking of a
sort of (perhaps wordless) ‘voice’ that Socrates always found much more
reliable (588D-E). So the alarming ‘events’ of that night do affect the way
the ‘theme’ of inspiration is viewed.

What is difficult is to find this interaction going the other way. The par-
ticipants” determination to act may certainly be driven by their moral and
philosophical convictions; but, if they are looking for divine inspiration to
guide their actions now, they do not seem to find it once the narrative of
events begins, and it is good planning and good luck that carries the day.!
Or so, at least, it seems: yet this is a question to which we shall return (be-
low, p. 125).

It is easy to represent this sort of narrative or dialogue dynamic as a
purely artistic matter, just as we did a paragraph ago in asserting the the-
matic unity of Coriolanus. But the comparison with Plato suggests a further
point. A Platonic dialogue is not merely an airing of philosophical issues,
but an indication of the right way to do philosophy, through discussion,
dialectic, and testing rather than by simple exposition. The Phaedo illus-
trates how to act and (more important) how to think in a moment of crisis,
in the presence of imminent and unjust death. Cannot we make the same
move with Plutarch too, and see him as exploring the way that events are
not merely conditioned by but also affect the way the participants think
about the biggest issues? (Though in the Phaedo, it is true, the more ba-
sic point is that Socrates’ stable insight is not unsettled or revised by the
imminence of death.) A cultured and insightful response to the present
involves applying one’s knowledge of and reflection on the paradigmatic
past; and it also affects how we read and interpret the past, and we can
see that in the thought-processes of the participants themselves. The im-
pact of the present crisis means that some approaches are dropped and
others become more attractive. And, if that is true of an Artemidorus and
a Galaxidorus and a Simmias, might there not be a moral for Plutarch’s
own readers too and the ways they should think about the biggest moral
dilemmas?

19 Thus Basut 1984, 53 and 1988, esp. 384-93 = 1994, 407 and esp. 432-41; cf. HARDIE
1996, 132: “[t]he success of the action depends entirely on the intelligent plans of the con-
spirators and on the corresponding failure of the enemy to satisfactorily analyse events” —
a sort of sign-reading, to be sure, but not on the daemonic level. M. RiLey, “The purpose
and unity of Plutarch’s De genio Socratis”, GRBS 18 (1977) 257-73 by contrast claimed that
“the narrative sections ... show how daimonic guidance manifests itself in the real world”
(258).
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3. Internal and external links

Underlying this question of duration is one extremely obvious difference
between the two narratives: the Pelopidas narrative is only a small section
of a Life, whereas the De genio narrative is, together with its accompanying
discussion, the whole thing. The natural inference from this would be that,
when we talk of the links between the particular ‘events’ of the narrative
and the wider ‘themes’, then in the Life we shall be looking outside these
seven chapters, talking of links with other parts of Pelopidas’ story — and
indeed Marcellus’ story too, for these are pairs, not just individual Lives.
If it were a web-site, a link would connect with a later or an earlier screen,
except that perhaps we would not realise there was a link at all until we
reached that later screen and recognised the point of contact.!! In the De
genio, we will at least begin by looking internally within the narrative itself;
the web-site might scroll us to another part of the same screen, but it would
still be within this episode itself.!?

We shall soon want to complicate that contrast of ‘external” and “inter-
nal” link-building, but still it works reasonably well as a first bid. In Pelo-
pidas we certainly find those links that go outside the episode’s frame. In
particular, echoes of the Cadmea come back at the end of the Life, and come
back twice, in a way that is typical of Plutarch’s closural technique.!® Pelo-
pidas’ final move against Alexander of Pherae, in the battle that takes his
life, is strikingly described as an action of tvpavvoktovia (Pel. 34.7): thisis
not the most natural word for a pitched battle against a force that happens
to be led by a tyrant, especially as the tyrant does not even get killed, but it
is one that highlights the similarity with the liberation. The most striking
element of that similarity is the readiness of Pelopidas to take a personal
risk, seen in the bedroom struggle with Leontiadas (13.8-9) and again in
his thrusting into the front line against the tyrant Alexander (32.8-9), in
each case in the service of freedom. This is identifiably the same person,
acting in a similar way.

"' Cf. GenertE 1980, 56, on Proust’s Recherche du Temps Perdu: ‘this is the most persistent
function of recalls in the Recherche: to modify the meaning of past occurrences after the
event, either by making significant what was not so originally or by refuting a first inter-
pretation and replacing it with a new one’. We will discuss later whether such ‘recalls’ in
Pelopidas do in fact replace an initial interpretation with a new one.

2 This is not the same distinction as between ‘internal’ and ‘external’ analep-
sis/prolepsis in narratology, (a) because an analepsis or prolepsis is typically an explicit
recall or anticipation of an event, whereas here the ‘links’ are a matter of implicit sugges-
tion through thematic patterning (‘recalls’, as GENeTTE 1980 puts it: see n. 12); and (b)
because I here use “internal’ to mean ‘internal to the episode” rather than “internal to the
whole work’.

13 On Pel.—Marc. in particular C. B. R. PELLING, “Roman heroes and Greek culture”, in M.
GrrrrIN / J. BArRNEs (edd.), Philosophia Togata I (Oxford 1989) [199-232] 207-8; more gener-
ally, PELLING 1997, esp. 240-2 = 2002, 373-6.
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Once again, though, this is not simply an artistic matter of “unity’, or
even of unified characterisation: the parallels are thought-provoking in a
way that is important to the moralism too. In the second case, the one
that brings his death, it is clear that Plutarch disapproves of Pelopidas’
action. That picks up the elaborate discussion in the proem of the folly
of a commander exposing himself to this sort of danger (1-2); that too is
the theme that establishes the link with Marcellus, who similarly meets a
rash death, and this duly figures as the culminating issue in the synkritic
epilogue as well as in the proem (Marc. 33(3)).

Should we therefore infer that it was a bad idea the first time round as
well, that Pelopidas should have kept his distance (something that would
align the Life more closely with the Babut-Brenk—-Georgiadou reading of
the essay, incidentally, praising Epaminondas as the detached, non-violent,
more Socratic figure of the pair)? What makes that more difficult to be-
lieve, at least in the case of the Life, is the second final contact. The last
chapter of the work goes on to cover events after Pelopidas” death, where
his killer Alexander of Pherae is murdered by his disgruntled wife Thebe
in a similar sequence of tyrant-killing fervour, secret plotting, nervous cold
feet, and a final decisive steeling of the nerve for an act of bedroom blood-
iness (35). This is not the only case where a Life goes on past the principal’s
death to trace posthumous vengeance, and makes this central to a Life’s
significance: I have discussed this elsewhere.!* Tt looks, too, as if Plutarch
is working hard on the tradition to link Thebe’s vengeance with Pelopidas
himself. In Plutarch what inspires Thebe now is her memory of meeting
Pelopidas during his captivity, at a time when he again showed rashness
as well as courage in his plain speaking to his captor Alexander (Pel. 35.5 ~
28.5-10): yet that does not figure in any of the several possible motivations
that Xenophon airs for Thebe’s murder of her husband (Hell. 6.4.35-7), still
less in the cruder version we find in Roman authors that Thebe was simply
motivated by jealousy of a concubine (Cic. Off. 2.25, Val. Max. 9.13 ext. 3).
In the Life Thebe is clearly a good person doing a good thing: that makes
it easier to believe that Pelopidas” own bedroom killing and the liberation
was a good thing too, even if it was less of a good thing to be so precipitate
in fighting in the front line.

So the differing consequences of similar behaviour need not entail any
final revision of the initial, surely positive judgement we make on Pelop-
idas in the Life; but this sort of ‘external” link of the liberation with later
events still deeply affects the way we take the moralism. Perhaps the up-
shot is how very difficult it is to make such moral differentiation of appar-
ently similar motives; or perhaps how striking a fact of human nature it
is that the same human characteristic can generate acts that are so good —

14 PerLinG 1997.
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Cadmea, the killing of Alexander — and so disastrous — Pelopidas” death.
But the fundamental point remains: we have to build the bigger context of
the man’s whole career if we are to interpret the liberation episode, and we
cannot take it simply on its own.

What about the essay side of that initial, straightforward contrast of ex-
ternal and internal link-building? Even in De genio, do we in fact take the
Cadmea episode simply on its own? The strongly phrased proem must be
relevant here. Archedamus there inveighs against allowing the perspec-
tive of later events to distort one’s moral evaluation of the actions that lead
to them. It is, he says, an unsophisticated reading of history that simply
judges events on the basis of outcome and ignores ‘causes’, ‘origins’ or
‘motives’, aitiai:

ARrcHEDAMUS: | remember, Caphisias, that I once heard a painter use rather an apt im-

age to describe people who look at pictures. He said that a layman with no knowledge

of the art was like a man addressing a whole crowd at once, whereas the sophisticated
connoisseur was more like someone greeting every person he met individually. Lay-
men, you see, have an inexact and merely general view of works of art, while those who
judge detail by detail let nothing, whether well or badly executed, pass unobserved or
without comment. It is much the same, I fancy, with real events. For the lazy-minded, it
satisfies curiosity to learn the basic facts and the outcome of the affair; but the devotee of
honour and beauty, who views the achievement of the great Art (as it were) of Virtue,
takes pleasure rather in the detail, because — since the outcome (téAog) has much in
common with Fortune, while the part of the matter <concerned with> motives (aitiat)
and <the action itself> involves conflicts between virtue and circumstance —he can there
observe instances of intelligent daring in the face of danger, where rational calculation
is mixed with moments of crisis and emotion. So please regard us as viewers of this
sort, tell us the story of the whole action from the beginning, and <share> with us the
discussions which <we hear> took place <then in your> presence, bearing in mind that

I should not have hesitated even to go to Thebes for this, if I were not already thought

by the Athenians to be too pro-Boeotian.

(De genio Socratis 575A-D)

So the cultured and discriminating reader, says Archedamus, will realise
that events are often directed by chance, and therefore very different out-
comes can mask very similar origins (aitiai). And Plutarch clearly thought
that ‘Archedamus’ was right about this: he says something very similar
when contrasting the different outcomes of Alexander’s and Crassus’ Par-
thian campaigns (Crass. 37(4).4). That might encourage us to concentrate
on the events of 379 sce without being distracted by later ‘consequences’,
and so far that chimes with our initial expectation that evaluation in the es-
say should be ‘internal’, based on the events themselves. Yet it is immedi-
ately more complicated, for the proem is also saying that, even if different
story-patterns spring from similar aitiai, one can still find inspiring points
of parallel in those ‘struggles of virtue against contingency’ and ‘thought-
ful daring in times of danger” — and that implies a process of comparison.
It is just that, if we bring other events into contact with this sequence, it
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will not be those that were causally linked with it in what followed, it will
be other occasions where motives and mindsets and drives were similar,
whatever their consequences.

In particular, of course, the whole topic of the dialogue makes us muse
on how similar the ‘origins’ in the participants’ minds in 379 Bck are to the
inspiration that guided Socrates a generation or so earlier, for the Platonic
intertextuality is here crucial. Whatever else that intertext may suggest,
the particular recall of the Phaedo must recall the circumstances of Socrates’
death. The difficulty is to know what we should make of that comparison
of the two sequences. Should we follow Babut and Georgiadou in finding
a further alignment of Socrates to Epaminondas, as both refuse to get in-
volved in the hard, real-life exchanges of politics? Or is it rather a reminder
of the dangers that any conscience-driven activity can bring, something af-
ter Plato’s manner of anticipating Socrates’ trial towards the end of Gorgias
and in Alcibiades’ ‘defence’ speech in Symposium? At the end of this chap-
ter I shall suggest that it might be a mistake to decide too firmly in either
direction.

Perhaps, too, we should develop a further “intertext’, as there is a less
widely noticed series of parallels here with the killing of Julius Caesar
on the Ides of March. There too we have the indications that the news
is spreading (596A-B ~ Brut. 15.4), and the conspirators jump to a pre-
cipitate conclusion that all is lost; there is the decisive message which the
victim decides not to read (596E-F ~ Pel. 10.7-10 ~ Caes. 65); there is the
sick man who cannot be involved, but wishes well (578C-D ~ Brut. 11);
there is the participants’ nervousness as the crisis approaches (Brut. 15);
there are the suspicions that the plot has become known (586F, 595A ~
Pel. 9.8 ~ Brut. 15.4); there are the conspirators who are philosophically
alert and committed; there is the awareness of a deep moral issue, centring
on the risk of the civil bloodshed that may ensue, and the concern of the
conspirators to limit the killing as far as possible (576F-7A, Brut. 19.4-5,
20.2, Ant. 13.3); there is the intervention of a sympathiser who pretends to
be pleading for his condemned brother (576D-E ~ Brut. 17.3, Caes. 66.5);
there is the heated (Oeopoiv) and radiant reaction as the killers summon
their fellow-citizens to liberty (598A-D ~ Caes. 67.3). Perhaps such simi-
larities simply suggest that there are only so many ways of killing a tyrant
and only so many ways of describing it; but the killing of Caesar was such
an epoch-making story that it is not extravagant to suspect that the paral-
lel is expressive. Yet once again it is unclear what it is expressive of, other
than the simple suggestion that the issues at stake and the dilemmas they
pose recur time and time again, and in the most momentous ways: yet, just
as with Socrates, the parallel does not make moral judgement any easier,

especially as moral judgement on Caesar’s assassination was notoriously
so difficult.
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For the moment let us simply note that, even in the self-contained nar-
rative of the De genio, one can never take a single episode wholly on its
own. As we saw, that is really the suggestion of the proem itself, suggest-
ing that one ought to look for parallel aitiai in different sequences without
being misled by different outcomes. In both Lives and Moralia, then, com-
parison is basic to the judgements that one makes. Even the sort of com-
parison is not wholly different, not at least if we still apply that distinction
between ‘origins” and ‘outcomes’: for even the comparison in the Life with
later events does not look to anything that is an outcome (or at least a di-
rect outcome, one that is seen as such) of the Cadmea liberation, but rather
to separate sequences, ones that are connected by the way Pelopidas or
Thebe behaves — in short, by the ‘origins’, by the mindset and mentality
that drives on the nobly inspired individuals as they grapple for freedom.
So in both Life and essay we are comparing similar aitiai and allowing that
comparison to affect our moral judgement.

It is still true that the sustained intertext, of reading X against another’s
work Y, is a good deal more elaborate in De genio than we typically have
in the Lives. Perhaps even in the Lives we occasionally find such sustained
intertextuality, for instance in reading Alcibiades against Symposium or the
end of Cato minor against Phaedo itself, but it does not usually become so
pervasive through a text as it does here in De genio. But even if there is not
that sustained reading against another author’s Y, there is still something
similar in the Parallel Lives: for we may certainly find a pervasive reading
of one person’s Life against another’s, even if that is usually another Life
produced by Plutarch himself. Evidently that is true here in the compari-
son with Marcellus, but as so often in Plutarch the formal synkrisis is only
the part of it, and the informal comparison with Epaminondas is just as
important (esp. Pel. 3—4, 25.4). Here there was presumably some implicit
relationship to Plutarch’s own Epaminondas, the flagship opening Life of the
series: Plutarch will be suggesting a comparison of these two very differ-
ent Boeotian models of how to apply philosophy to politics. So this has
brought us back to a similar project to one found in De genio with its lurk-
ing presence of Epaminondas, spotlighting the issue of paideia and practical
politics, even if once again the two Lives of Epaminondas and Pelopidas ex-
plore that issue over the canvas not of a single episode but of both men’s
whole lives.

Finally, one particularly intriguing question: does the essay show a sim-
ilar awareness of other writings of Plutarch himself? Do we recall that this
same author can produce works of a very different texture, rather as we
do in Pericles where after discussing divination he adds that “this is more
suitable for another sort of work” (Per. 6.5) — and we know full well that
Plutarch himself could write it, may indeed go on to write it? Unfortu-
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nately we do not know when De genio was written,'> nor whether it pre-
dates or postdates Pelopidas: but it might well make a difference to our
reading if Plutarch were already embarked on the Lives, or even some Lives
(the Caesars, or some of the other free-standing ones), and the original au-
dience knew it — and therefore knew too that Plutarch himself, in other
moods and modes, would be describing and evaluating these issues in a
wider narrative context, one that could hardly avoid being more outcome-
conscious. If that is so, Archedamus” warning in the proem could sound
as a warning about any project of using history to provide raw material for
moral inquiry, including that project on which, an audience would know,
Plutarch himself had embarked.

4. 'Focalisation” in De genio and Pelopidas

Let us move on, rather more swiftly, to the category that has been exploited
most assiduously in theoretical narratology, that of ‘focalisation’. Again
we may start with a simple contrast, and see if it works. What we would
expect to find would be the Life focalising through Pelopidas himself, see-
ing things through his eyes, just as we would expect it to concentrate on
his actions. The essay might be less predictable, but at least the princi-
pal narrator is one of the conspirators (in fact it is Epaminondas” brother
Caphisias), so it is likely to be a partisan point of view, not just that of
a mere messenger, nor even the more detached narratorial viewpoint of
Plutarch himself.

In some ways, again, that initial crude contrast works quite well, but
rather less well than we would expect. Pelopidas certainly figures more
in the Life — the conspirators can be described as ‘Pelopidas’ party’, for in-
stance, toig regi [TeAomidav (9.1 and 10, evidently a genuine plural here!®);
in the Life Charon gives a full report to ‘Pelopidas’ party’, ot megt tov
[TeAomidav again (10.5, this time less clearly a genuine plural), and a fic-
tional report to others, but in the essay everyone is told the truth (595F-6C).
(So this is indeed a matter of focalisation, not just narrative ‘focus’: it is not

15 C. P.Jones, “Towards a chronology of Plutarch’s works”, JRS 56 (1966) [61-74] 70 (repr.
in B. Scarpicir [ed.], Essays on Plutarch’s Lives, Oxford 1995 [95-123] 115), against ZIEGLER
1964, 205 = 1951, 842. Plutarch’s close knowledge of the history in De genio (however he
may decide to tweak or supplement it), and some elements of clear contact with the nar-
rative details of Pelopidas, do not demonstrate a closeness of composition date: whatever
his sources in Pelopidas, Plutarch was doubtless familiar with accounts of this particular
episode throughout his life. On that source-question see esp. GEorGiapou 1997, 15-28: not
just Xenophon, clearly, for Xenophon omits Pelopidas from his liberation account at Hell.
5.4.1-12, something that can only be deliberate: ScamiTzER 1997, 127.

16 On the familiar later Greek idiom whereby ‘ot teol X’ can be, but need not be, a simple
periphrasis for ‘X, see esp. S. L. Rapt, “Noch einmal Aischylos, Niobe Fr. 162 N* (278 M)”,
ZPE 38 (1980) 47-56 (“1. Die Bedeutung von ot meot TavtaAov”).
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simply a matter of who is centre-stage, it also makes the reader know what
Pelopidas knew and hear the successive reports as he heard them. When
this Pelopidas-perspective is momentarily disturbed, Plutarch is careful to
add “as was later discovered’, 10.7.) Still, the deployment of narrative detail
is not always as neat and simple as that. For instance, when Charon offers
his teenage son as a sort of hostage for his friends to kill if he, Charon,
lets himself and his comrades down, who finds this so appalling that he
protests? It is Pelopidas — but not in the Life, in the essay (595C); in the
Life it is “everyone’ (9.11-12). And when Pelopidas has his own moment of
physical glory, killing Leontiadas in hand-to-hand combat, it is the essay
rather than the Life that has more details.

The essay has some interesting features too, as that partisan focalisation
is in some ways more, in some ways less fulfilled than we might expect. It
is more fulfilled in that Caphisias not merely tells the story as he views
it now in retrospect: he also tells it in the way the story would have un-
folded to him at the time. There is very little here, for instance, on the
arrangements for the party at Archias” house, with the conspirators set up
to arrive in women’s clothing and give the lustful pro-Spartans a night to
remember. The Life goes into detail here, drawing on Xenophon (and with
an additional intertext, incidentally, in Herodotus 5.20, one that is already
sensed in Xenophon), and in terms of sensational narrative that is a natural
high-spot — but Caphisias, even though he could have told us about it in
view of what he knows now, was not an observer of the party-arrangements
then, and limits himself to what he then knew at first hand. We only hear
what Charon discovered of the preliminaries at Archias” house as he re-
ports back to Simmias’ party (596A), and so we learn that a rumour was
seeping out at the point when the conspirators heard of it too. In narrato-
logical terms, the ‘narrating self” becomes assimilated to the ‘experiencing
self’, and the primary focaliser Caphisias turns himself into a secondary
focaliser as well,!” involving an internal analepsis as he recalls those ear-
lier details; or should we perhaps say, remembering the brief initial scene-
setting, that the primary focaliser ‘Plutarch’ first introduces Caphisias as a
secondary focaliser who goes on to use himself as a tertiary focaliser? The
effect is complex, anyway, and the Caphisias focalisation is strong.

On the other hand, the focalisation is less intense in that it is not partic-
ularly ideologically partisan, or rather that any partisan elements are not
especially interesting. Everyone accepts that the pro-Spartans are villains.
If there is an interesting issue, it is not that, but what one does about it, and
that brings us back to the question of right and wrong between Epaminon-

17 Cf. GenerTE 1980, 198-9, discussing a similar case in Proust: he terms such suppres-
sion of information paralipsis, “since the narrator, in order to limit himself to the informa-
tion held by the hero at the moment of the action, had to suppress all the information he
acquired later, information which very often is vital”. Cf. NeLLEs 1990, 370-1.
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das and the rest: should one adopt a more Socrates-like, quietist position
and stay out of it, or should one grasp the nettle and the dagger? Caphisias’
characterisation does matter here. As Epaminondas’ brother, he sees his
point of view, and indeed articulates it particularly clearly: one should not
execute people without trial except in the most extreme necessity, and it
would be better to have people who had kept aloof to carry conviction in
the post-bloodshed settlement (594B-C). But it is also clear that Caphisias
himself disagrees with his brother, and he is involved in the action, even
if not especially prominently, at the end. Just as Simmias” affliction allows
him to preside without taking sides, so Caphisias” position allows him to
be as close as possible to a non-partisan on that most interesting issue of
all, not whether the tyrants are evil but what to do about it.

5. “Voice” in De genio and Pelopidas

In a case such as this focalisation'® connects inextricably with another of
Genette’s narratological categories, ‘voice’; and here the dialogue struc-
ture of De genio is significant. In many ways this is a narrative within a
dialogue and a dialogue within a narrative, again very much in Platonic
fashion. It starts as an ‘extra-diegetic’! dialogue between Archedamus
and Caphisias, and Archedamus sets up Caphisias to speak. (De Pythiae
Oraculis and Amatorius are again parallel here; so is De Cohibenda Ira.) This
proem, incidentally, is not without a hint of the inter-state bad feeling that
followed, for Archedamus says that he would even have been prepared
to go to Thebes to hear the story if it had not been for the suspicion that
this would trigger in Athens (575D: above, p. 118). This is just after he
has been arguing that we should judge aitiai without an eye to outcomes

'8 T am conscious that in the previous paragraph I am using ‘focalisation’ in a broad
sense, one involving attitudes as well as pure cognition: in other words, the ‘how’ in “how
one sees’ is one that involves response and feeling as well as recognition. This, I think, is
inevitable, for emotion and cognition are inextricably connected: one’s emotional perspec-
tive not merely builds on one’s perceptions, it also conditions what one notices and how
one notices it. Hence emotional perspectives (what S. CHatmaN, “Characters and narra-
tors: filter, center, slant and interest-focus”, Poetics Today 7.2, 1986, [189-204] 197-8 termed
‘slant’), in this case the possibilities of a partisan stance, are thoroughly relevant to "how one
sees’. On the inextricability of emotion, ideology and focalisation see Shl. RimmoN-KENAN,
Narrative Fiction: Contemporary Poetics (London 1983) 80-2, and in a classical context espe-
cially D. P. FowLEr (“Deviant focalization in Vergil’s Aeneid”, PCPS 1990, 216, 42-63, repr.
inid., Roman Constructions, Oxford 2000, 40-63), though he is treating much more intricate
issues (and I find his word “deviant’ misleading: in many of his cases of embedded focali-
sation ‘complex’, ‘polyvalent’, or ‘blurred” would be better). By now, quite evidently, I am
touching on theoretical issues too large to treat properly here. I also avoid discussion of
the relative merits of GENETTE's (1980) and Bav’s (1985) slightly different terminologies, but
my sympathies are with GENETTE for the reasons given by NeLLEs 1990 and, succinctly, T.
C. B. Roovo, Thucydides: Narrative and Explanation (Oxford 1998), 294-6.

' For this unlovely term, GENeTTE 1980, 228-9.
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and consequences: yet perhaps it is more difficult to forget consequences
after all, just as Archedamus found it impossible to ignore all that later
history that centred on the increasing Theban domination of Greece. And
certainly that dialogue introduction points, as similar Platonic introduc-
tions do, to the way that the events and discussions described were ones
that were talked about years later, and in Athens as well as Thebes. This
was no ordinary day, and it was not — as if the audience did not know his
already — a Liberation that failed.

Once Caphisias gets underway, it is again striking how his narrative so
readily becomes dramatic dialogue. That is not just true of the philosophi-
cal dialogue and the exchange of elaborate views, but also of the moments
of action too, as when Charon and Archias come face to face (595F-6C).
‘There are exiles in the city,” says Archias. “Where,” says Charon. ‘I do
not know’, says Archias: ‘that’s why I called you here.” So that’s all right,
Charon thinks: ‘“There used to be lots of these rumours,” he says, ‘but I
haven’t heard anything — I'll look into it, though’. ‘Good idea,” says the
scribe Phyllidas, who is in on the plot... This is a dialogue within a narra-
tive (Charon’s) within a dialogue (Charon and the others) within a narra-
tive (Caphisias) within a dialogue (Caphisias, Archedamus and the others).
Even in the Life there is some dialogue here (10.1-4), but only two speeches:
Plutarch uses direct speech in the Lives very rarely —indeed its rarity makes
its use here dramatically arresting too — but the version in De genio remains
far more elaborate. That links, too, with the other dialogues that are em-
bedded in the narrative throughout the essay, including the one that does
not happen, that which Socrates would so much have liked to have with
the recently-dead Timarchus (592F).

One aspect of this technique is indeed ‘dramatic’: the dialogue is as
striking as the visual scene-setting. ‘Just as in a drama,” indeed, the for-
tune (tyche) of the action ‘elaborated our enterprise with perilous scenes ...
and brought a sharp and terrifying conflict, one involving an unexpected
reversal’ (peripeteia, 596D—-E). True, there was drama already in Xenophon’s
account, where it is surely no coincidence that he does not have twelve as-
sailants, as in Plutarch, but precisely seven — against Thebes (Hell. 5.4.3);%
but Plutarch makes it even more theatrical. Thatisnotall, though: through-
out the essay the dialogue texture is also peculiarly suitable for raising is-
sues — raising them, not necessarily settling them. This is not the place to
debate how far the discussion settles issues of demonology or of divine in-
tervention in mortal affairs: though it is worth recalling that earlier point,
thatitis hard to find inspiration on the Socratic model in action once we get
to the narrative crisis; nor has there been any clear indication of daimones in
action (a point made by Babut). Yet that too is problematic. I suggested ear-

0 This is well brought out by ScamrTzer 1997.
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lier that it was good planning and good luck that brought success (p. 115)
—but is it? Or is the point that all those lucky coincidences and so-nearly-
went-wrongs suggest divine intervention, but of a different sort? When
things could so easily have gone wrong after Hipposthenidas’ failure of
nerve, is Caphisias right to infer that ‘the gods are encouraging us towards
the deed” (588B) — or was it, indeed, just coincidence, and is Caphisias in-
dulging in that brand of wishful thinking that Simmias immediately goes
on to discuss (588C)? We cannot know. It is so characteristic of dialogues
to leave loose ends, alternative views, that need not be wholly integrated
or wholly decided between or among: the notion of divine guidance is sig-
nificantly absent from the narrative in the Life, for in Lives interpretation is
typically more clear-cut. The form of the essay allows ‘voice’ to be given
to discordant views, and in literature as in life the most civilised and in-
sightful of people have sometimes to realise that they cannot be sure which
view is the better.

Perhaps this is the better way to look at the Epaminondas issue too, and
the dialogue airs but does not decide the question whether his quietism is
right. But there is an extra twist, for what makes Epaminondas so enig-
matic is that he has so little voice, at least on this issue. He waxes eloquent
on the virtues of poverty in turning down even acceptable wealth (and
it is not clear he is right there either?'), but others speak for him when it
comes to his non-involvement in the conspiracy (576F-7A, 594B—C), a non-
involvement that is slightly more total in the De genio than in the Life.??
His taciturnity is indeed most striking, and is itself the object of comment
(592F-3A). One thing he does express is his fear that the bloodshed may
get out of hand (577A), but does it? The essay ends with jubilation, not
with widespread slaying,® and even if Xenophon suggests there was a
certain amount of score-settling (Hell. 5.4.12) that is not an emphasis that
Plutarch himself gave even in Pelopidas. Epaminondas’ high-principled
stance against ‘killing any fellow-citizen without trial except in the pres-

21 582C-586A: pace e.g. DesipERT 1984, 576-7, he is questionable both in interpreting the
request for Lysis’ bones as if it was an insulting attempt to buy off people who did not
resent their penury (the gentlemanly language of the Crotoniate Theanor did not deserve
such a put-down), and also in treating the possibility of funds with such disdain. ‘It is just
as if you came offering arms to a city that you thought was at war, and then discovered it
was at peace,” says Epaminondas (584A): and the analogy is closer than he thinks, for his
colleagues do see themselves as at war with the Spartan occupying force, and funds are
useful in warfare. Plutarch knew very well that to be too philosophical at a time of crisis
may compromise a higher principle, the good of one’s city (Phoc. 32.6-7).

2 He is active and bellicose at Pel. 12.2 (‘in arms’) and stirs up anti-Spartan subversive-
ness at Pel. 7.4-5. In De genio he is simply waiting at the end (598C).

Z Basut 1984, 56 = 1994, 410, Baricazzi 1988, 421-2 = 1994, 230-1, and Brenk 2002, 108
put weight on the fate of Cabirichus at 597B—C: not the most glorious moment of the libera-
tion, it is true, but not I think enough to demonstrate that ‘Epameinondas had been lucidly
clairvoyant’ (BRENK).
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ence of grave necessity’ (594B) is all very well: but is this not ‘grave ne-
cessity’? Epaminondas only manages to occupy the high moral ground by
assuming without argument that this is the high moral ground. And can
one, should one, forget the glory that this brought to Thebes? Should one
ignore all that followed, Leuctra and so on? Or should we put more weight,
as Brenk does, on the internecine Greek bloodshed that followed in later
centuries (579A, 579C-D), and think that this rather validates Epaminon-
das” viewpoint? Yet perhaps both of those views fall into the trap of ‘judg-
ing events by their outcomes’. It is all very difficult: but whether or not
Pelopidas had already been written with its enthusiastic praise of the deed
(one, incidentally, that dwells on its consequences, so ‘outcomes’ are rele-
vant after all, 13.4-7), Plutarch’s first readers could hardly have laid aside
their awareness that the natural reading of events — especially the reading
that was natural for this Boeotian author Plutarch to take — was that this
was a glorious action, one where the risk of bloodshed was thoroughly
worth taking.24 That, after all, is Archedamus’ assumption in the proem.

So Epaminondas’ stance is not dismissed out of hand, and here we may
agree with Babut, Brenk, and Georgiadou: but it is not clearly validated
either. The dialogue form allows both positions to be aired, and the reader
is involved in weighing both points of view — in a further dialogue, if you
like, a more Bakhtinian dialogic sort of dialogue in which the reader con-
verses with the text. That dialogic dialogue may even be one we see in a
different form in the Life as well, especially if we remember that the reader
would have read Epaminondas too and would have seen the other possi-
ble viewpoint. As so often in both Moralia and Lives, we may see people
wrestling with the past and finding it relevant but difficult to read, just as
Plutarch’s own readers would — and perhaps that is the “message for his
own generation’, and perhaps for ours too. We are coming back to a po-
sition similar to that urged by Philip Hardie in his paper on the semiotics
of this ‘Sign of Socrates” (1996), where he stressed the difficulty of reading
signs and the correlated difficulty of reading historical texts.?

24 Or, as ZIEGLER put it, “er wollte einer der gldnzendsten boiotischen Ruhmestaten ein
Denkmal setzen und zugleich, indem er seine Helden im Augenblick der hochsten Span-
nung ruhigen Gemiites iiber die schwierigsten philosophischen Fragen diskutieren liefs,
dem Vorurteil der boiotischen Ungeistigkeit entgegentreten” (1964, 204 = 1951, 841). And
brilliant and glorious in memory it surely was: if Bortawick 1976 is right, it even, most
unusually for a historical event, figured in artistic as well as literary representations.

B argue this more fully in C. B. R. PeLLING, “Plutarch’s Socrates”, Hermathena 179 (2005)
105-39, where I also suggest that this emphasis fits well with the way Plutarch treats
Socrates in his other works (cf. also HersuBeLL 1988): the difficulty of reading and un-
derstanding Socrates is a recurrent theme.
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6. Lessons for today?

One final point could hardly escape the audience at the conference in 2005
where this paper was first given,?® at a time when the debate over Amer-
ican and British intervention in Iraq was raging. Many of these issues in-
evitably sounded all too contemporary to that audience. When is it right
to take direct, murderous action to overthrow a tyrant? When is it better
to keep a thoughtful, reflective detachment, feeling that civil bloodshed
can so easily get out of hand? How far should the educated, ethically con-
cerned patriot feel not merely a licence but an obligation to take a moral
stance on issues as profound as these? Yet is that moral stance best taken
by a course of risky, bloody action? How reliable a guide can religious
conviction be in issues like this — or does it depend on having the right
religious mindset in the first place? Plutarch’s deepest moral concerns re-
main concerns for us, timeless ones, not simply parochial preoccupations
of imperial Chaeronea. The Plutarch which Georgiadou and Brenk found
in the 1990s, validating Epaminondas’ detachment and concern to avoid
bloodshed, is one that prefigures what one might call the European liberal
consensus on the events of 2003, disapproving of the uncompromising de-
cisiveness of American policy. Liberals are usually Epaminondases now; I
am one myself. If I paint a more equivocal Plutarch, allowing voice to both
sides and not plumping one way or another, in one way that is simply af-
firming that issues like this are very difficult, and gauging the right lessons
from history is as hard as gauging the right ethical principles to apply. But
there is also a sympathy for the men of action, even for the politicians,
who cannot allow themselves the luxury of saying ‘it is too early to tell’,
and have to take agonising decisions anyway, under the pressure of events,
when in those terms of the proem one can only see the aitiai and can only
grope nervously forwards towards the unseeable consequences. Judging
in the light of outcomes is indeed the privilege of history and of biography;
it is knowing what to do with those past judgments, how to apply them to
the new crisis, that is both intractable and unavoidable. He knew a thing
or two, did Plutarch.

26 See above, n. *.






Agesilaus and the bones of Alcmena’

Robert Parker

The De genio is the unique source for the story of how king Agesilaus of
Sparta attempted to fetch the remains of Heracles’ mother Alcmena from
Haliartus to Sparta. During the conversation at Simmias’ house, the seer
Theocritus, naturally interested in such matters, asks a Haliartian who
happens to be present, Phidolaus, ‘what was found, and, in general, what
was the appearance of Alcmena’s tomb when it was opened in your coun-
try — if, that is, you were present yourself when Agesilaus sent and re-
moved the remains to Sparta.” Phidolaus replies ‘I wasn't present, and,
thanks to my indignation and complaints to my fellow-citizens, I was left
out by them’ (577E).2 Despite his indignation at the whole procedure, he
goes on to describe the finds. The first find or non-find is obscured by a
lacuna in the text: it was <some remains> of a body or <no remains> of a
body or even <a stone instead of> a body; if the last suggestion is right, a
myth about the miraculous disappearance of Alcmena’s body known from
Thebes was also influential at Haliartus.> The certain finds were: ‘a bronze
bracelet of no great size, and two pottery jars containing earth compressed
and hardened like stone by the passage of time’; also, somewhere in the re-
gion of the tomb (there is another short lacuna) ‘a bronze tablet with much
writing on it, wonderfully ancient. This writing appeared clearly when
the bronze was washed, but it allowed nothing to be made out, because
the form of the characters was peculiar and foreign, very like the Egyptian
(577F).

Phidolaus then tells how Agesilaus sent a copy of the bronze tablet to
the king of Egypt (unfortunately unnamed) for transmission to “the priests’
to see if they could decipher it (577F). He suggests that Simmias, who was
in Egypt at the time and in contact with the priests on matters of philos-
ophy, might be able to report on the outcome. But ‘as for the people of
Haliartus, they think that the great dearth and overflowing of the lake was
not fortuitous, but was a visitation of wrath come upon them for allow-

' Cf. Scuwartz 1958, 80-83.

2 The Greek can equally well be translated ‘despite my indignation and complaints’,
in which case we would have to suppose that Phidolaus resented exclusion from an in-
teresting spectacle. But the rendering adopted in this volume, which implies that he had
protested vigorously against the violation of a tomb, surely gives better sense.

* See below, pp. 131-33.
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ing the tomb to be dug up.” Theocritus adds that the Spartans too seem
to have incurred divine anger: Lysanoridas has just been consulting him
about omens, and has now gone off to Haliartus ‘to fill in the grave again,
and offer libations to Alcmena and Aleus, in accordance with some oracle,
though he does not know who Aleus was (577F-578B).” He goes on to sug-
gest that on his return Lysanoridas may try to seek out the tomb of Dirce,
at which the outgoing and incoming Theban hipparchs meet for a secret
nighttime ritual when the transfer of office between them takes place; they
alone know its location.* We should perhaps suppose that Lysanoridas
hopes to capture for the Spartans benefits that should properly fall to the
Thebans from offerings brought to the hidden tomb; he is suspected, at all
events, of intending to meddle with sacred matters that are no concern of
his.

The theme of “hijacked rites’ becomes explicit later in the dialogue when
Hipposthenidas reports nervously on the omens reported by ‘the seers,
sacrificing the ox to Demeter’ (evidently an occasion sufficiently famil-
iar for this casual allusion to suffice) (586F).> Theocritus bursts out that
evil omens can only be expected when rituals are performed by usurpers
(687C). Early in the dialogue a conversation is mentioned between the quis-
ling Theban Archias, the Spartan Lysanoridas, and the Theban patriot The-
ocritus (577B). It occurred ‘when they turned off the road a little below
the Amphion’, apparently the supposed place of burial of the mythical
builders of Thebes” walls, Amphion and Zethus.® The Thebes of Plutarch’s
day, it should be noted, was in large part unoccupied,” and his topography
is likely to be more literary and symbolic than realistic. The glancing allu-
sion via the Amphion to the builders of the famous walls may be more than
a touch of local colour, given that at the dramatic date of De genio the walls
were subject to a lawless occupation. Just before the crucial appeal to the
Theban citizenry to accept the proferred liberty, Epaminondas, Gorgidas
and their friends assemble at the ‘sanctuary of Athena’ (598D), probably to

* See note 57 on the translation, above p. 86.

5 ScHAcHTER 1981, 166-8 acutely argues, from the reference to ‘office’ in 587C, that this
otherwise unknown sacrifice was offered in connection with the inauguration of the new
annual board of magistrates; we know from Xen. Hell. 5.4.4 that the conspiracy occurred
when one year’s polemarchs were about to leave office. This would fit well with the un-
usually important civic role that Demeter had at Thebes: the sanctuary of Demeter Thes-
mophoros was apparently on the Cadmea, and it was here that omens occurred in relation
both to the battle of Leuctra and the arrival of Alexander (Paus. 9.6.5-6); thither too were
sent spoils from Leuctra (Paus. 9.16.5).

® See note 41 on the translation, above p. 85.

7 Paus. 8.33.2, Dio 7. 121; cf. D.J. MASTRONARDE, Euripides Phoenissae (Cambridge
1994) 647-650 (‘“The poetic topography of Thebes’, with bibliography also on its actual

topography).
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be understood as the shrine of Athena Onka associated with Cadmus and
well-known from tragedy:8 another aptly-chosen location, therefore.

I'revert to the bronze tablet excavated on Agesilaus” orders. When Sim-
mias rejoins the conversation and is appealed to, he replies that he knows
nothing of the tablet from Alcmena’s tomb; but he does know of many
writings sent from Agesilaus by the Spartan Agetoridas, via the king (i.e.
pharaoh), to the prophet Chonouphis at Memphis. When deciphered by
Chonouphis after three days’ study they turned out to contain instructions
from Heracles (who had learnt the Egyptian language used in the age of
Proteus) to "hold a competition in honour of the Muses’; the god’s (i.e. Her-
acles’) advice to the Greeks, Chonouphis interpreted, was to live in peace
and harmony.

The De genio says no more on the issue, except in the sense that the
whole narrative of the Spartan loss of the Cadmea suggests that Lysanori-
das” attempts at propitiation were vain. But from a passage in the Life of
Lysander (28.4-5) we see that Lysanoridas’ ignorance about Aleus is due to
lack of knowledge of local traditions. Plutarch is discussing the topogra-
phy of the Haliartus region in the context of Lysander’s campaign there of
395. Near the spring Kissousa, he writes, grows the Cretan styrax, which
the Haliartians take as proof of the Cretan Rhadamanthys’ residence in
the region. ‘And they show his tomb, calling it that of Aleus’ (kai Tédpov
avToL deucvvovoty AAéov (Ziegler: AAea codd.) kaAovvtec). The monu-
ment of Alcmena is nearby. For it was here as they say that she was buried,
having married Rhadamanthys after the death of Amphitryon.” The tra-
dition that Rhadamanthys lived in Boeotia in exile and married Alcmena
occurs elsewhere t00.!% This stage in the Cretan hero’s career follows no
obvious mythological logic; it might be a secondary product of a myth
whereby Alcmena’s body was snatched away during her funeral in order

8 Cf. ScuachTER 1981, 129-33; in Aeschylus’ Septem there are repeated allusions which
stress Athena Onka’s role as protectress of the city (164, 487, 501), and a commentator on
Euripides (X Phoen. 1062) quotes two hexameter lines supposedly inscribed on her temple
(which they refer to, as a vnjoc) describing its foundation by Cadmus. Pausanias (9.12.2)
credits her only with a statue and altar in the open air, but other places known to him in
Thebes where Athena was honoured are even less well endowed (9.10.2; 9.11.7; 9.17.3); for
possible explanations of the literary allusions to Theban ‘temples” of Athena (Soph. OT
20-21, ‘twin temples’; Eur. Phoen. 1372, ‘the house of Pallas’; X Eur. Phoen. 1062, above)
see SCHACHTER, loc. cit. Aeschylus seems to place Athena Onka ‘before the city’ though
near the gates (Sept. 164; 501), but Pausanias, it has been argued, is still at the southern end
of the Cadmea when he reaches her; for different proposed locations (south west from the
Cadmea; at the southern end of the Cadmea) see SymeonocGLou 1985, 185 with figs. 5.1 and
5.2. Only archaeological discoveries can advance the issue.

’ ScHACHTER's suggestion (1981, 9) that the phrase should be rendered ‘and they show
a tomb there, calling it that of Aleus’, removes the puzzling identification of Aleus and
Rhadamanthys, but makes Plutarch’s sequence of thought very inconsequential.

1% Apollod. 2.70[4.11], 3.6[1.2] (doubtless the source for Tzetzes on Lyc. Alex. 50), who
locates it at Ocaleae near Haliartus (Strabo 9.2.26, 410).
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for her to live with Rhadamanthys on the Islands of the Blessed — fit destiny
for the mother of the greatest hero.!! However that may be, two tombs in
the Haliartus region were at a certain point identified as belonging to the
couple, though only apparently by violence to an existing tradition which
assigned one of them to ‘Aleus’.

Agesilaus” attempt to move the remains of Alcmena recalls several sim-
ilar stories.!? To take only cases to which sources assign an approximate
date, the Spartans during their sixth century war against Tegea supposedly
brought the bones of Orestes from Tegea to Sparta; Cimon in the 470s (?)
those of Theseus from Scyrus to Athens; Hagnon in 437 those of Rhesus
from Troy to the new settlement at Amphipolis; the Messenians those of
Aristomenes from Rhodes, probably at or shortly after the re-foundation
of Messene in 369.1® The remains of Minos were supposedly handed back,
voluntarily as it seems, by the Acragantines to the Cretans when Theron
was tyrant in the early 5" century.!* But none of these cases provides an
exact parallel to that of Agesilaus and Alcmena. In every instance except
the last the bone transferal occurred on the instructions of an oracle. Age-
silaus had no such legitimation for his action, at all events not in the ac-
count given of it by Plutarch which treats it as an unsanctioned impiety.
It duly proves a failure, and on oracular advice Lysanoridas hurries off to
“fill in the grave again’,'® and appease Alcmena and Aleus. In this regard
the closest parallel is a mysterious Theban story in Pausanias that after
Chaeronea king Philip, prompted by a dream, took the bones of Heracles’
music-teacher Linus to Macedonia, but prompted by another dream later
restored them.!6

A further difference is that in all the cases just mentioned, and in most
too of those which float without firm chronological location,!” the hero in

' “Pherecydes’ fr. 84 FowLer ap. Anton. Lib. 33; cf. Anth. Pal. 3.13, which describes a
Cyzican monument of the third c. B.C.

12 Cf. McCauLey 1999.

13 Hdt. 1.66-68; Plut. Cim. 8.5-7, Thes. 36.1-4, Paus. 1.17.2-6, 3.3.7; Polyaen. Strat. 6.53;
Paus. 4.32.3.

' Diod. 4.79.1-2.

!> The De genio account does not allow him time to fetch back from Sparta the finds from
the excavation, as full reparation would have required. But there was certainly no ‘tomb
of Alcmena’ shown there.

16.9.29.8-9. PristER 1909, 1946, treats both the Linus and the Alcmena stories as fictions
designed to explain why a site which claimed to be the site of a particular hero’s burial
lacked all visible relics. But in neither case does the explanation work. Pausanias describes
the restoration of Linus’ bones and goes on ‘but they say that with the course of time the
tombstone and all the other markers have disappeared’. What then did the Philip story
add? As for Alcmena, in De genio, the sole source, her tomb was ‘refilled’: there were then
still “visible remains’.

7’50 e.g. the return of the bones of Tisamenus from Helice to Sparta (Paus. 7.1.8), Arcas
from Maenalus to Mantinea (Paus. 8.9.3—4), Hippodamia from Midea to Elis (Paus. 6.20.7);
for suggested dates for these cases see McCauLEY 1999, 95 n. 38, 97 nn. 43—44. The clear-
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question has died abroad and is being brought back to repose in his na-
tive soil; usually too he is a figure of high importance for the self-image of
the country to whom he returns. Alcmena mother of Heracles was bound
to be of interest to any Spartan king, Heraclids as they claimed to be and
thus her lineal descendants. But she was not to the Spartans what Theseus
was to the Athenians or Aristomenes to the Messenians; and no-one ever
claimed that she had resided in Sparta. In this sense the incident resem-
bles attempts to suborn enemy heroes by sacrificing to them secretly or the
like, though actual bone-removal is not attested in such cases.!® The text
unfortunately does not make plain what traditions about Alcmena’s burial
at Haliartus may have pre-dated Agesilaus’ interest in the matter. Many
different stories were told about Alcmena’s post-mortem fate. The Megari-
ans claimed that she died while travelling and was buried in Megara (Paus.
1.41.1); the Thebans claimed she died in Thebes and her body disappeared,
being replaced by a stone which was still visible in her sanctuary, while
being carried out for burial.'® But at a certain point there emerged the
tradition discussed above which identified two tombs at Haliartus as be-
longing to Alcmena and Rhadamanthys. Unfortunately we cannot know
when one or both tombs were first so explained. The simplest view is that
the identification already existed in c. 381 (to take that as the date of Agesi-
laus” action): Agesilaus will then have opportunistically exploited Spartan
control of the region to try to bring his ancestress” remains to Sparta. An
alternative scenario would have an impressive bronze age tumulus being
discovered by chance in c. 381 and identified (by a local antiquary? by an
oracle?) as Alcmena’s — a rash identification, given the response it evoked
from Agesilaus.?’ No doubt other scenarios are possible too. Plutarch was
using the story primarily for its consequences, the grim omens that Age-
silaus” impiety evoked at the time of the loss of the Cadmea. Agesilaus’
original motivation was not his concern, and we are left with too little in-
formation to recover it. For the religious historian, the text promises and
disappoints.

All this, however, is to assume that the incident is historical, and that

est counter-case of a hero whose bones are transported away from home is the bringing
(unexplained) of Hector to Thebes (ScaacuTER 1981, 1, 233-4).

'® See e.g. Hdt. 5.89.2-3; Eur. Erechtheus F 370.87-9 Kannicar; Plut. Sol. 9.1; E. Kearns,
Heroes of Attica (London 1989) 44-55. For Theban anxieties about such forms of attack Paus.
9.17 4 is striking testimony.

19 ‘Pherecydes’ (fr. 84 FowLER) ap. Anton. Lib. Met. 33; Diod. Sic. 4.58.6; Paus. 9.16.7;
Plut. Rom. 28.7, the last without any specific location.

2 McCautey 1999, 95: “the bones were found by accident in what must certainly have
been a tholos tomb and identified (we are not told how) as those of Alkmene’ (with an
unexplained dating to, precisely, 382). ScHACHTER 1981, 14 speculates that objects discov-
ered during the excavation might have encouraged the identification, made perhaps by an
oracle. But in Plutarch the identification seems to precede the excavation.
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assumption must now be tested. In favour of it is the absence of any ob-
vious motive for invention. The story puts the Spartans in a bad light,
but not so bad as to make it powerfully anti-Spartan: contrast for instance
the myth of the daughters of Scedasus, who died after rape by ‘Spartiate
guests/strangers’.?! It has no obvious aetiological purpose.?? Though it
certainly contributes valuably to Plutarch’s scene-setting, one hesitates to
suppose that he would invent such a story about a historical character for
that purpose alone. The disappointing result of the excavation might also
plead for authenticity. In his pre-history of archaeology Alain Schnapp®
contrasts the realism of Plutarch’s account, a realism which incidentally
should probably warn against introducing the legendary motif of the dis-
appearing body, with the quite different manner of the “bones of Orestes’
story in Herodotus. He observes ‘it does not take too much imagination for
today’s archaeologists to recognize a Mycenaean burial.” Even before the
discovery of a large cache of Linear B tablets at Thebes, the possibility that
Agesilaus’ bronze was inscribed in Linear B (or A) had often been contem-
plated.?* It is a difficulty, however, that texts written in linear B on bronze
are unknown; and even if we make the easy assumption that a clay tablet
changed to bronze in transmission of the story, Linear B tablets have no
proper place to our knowledge in or near tombs. An extensive text written
in a different pictographic script (Linear A or Cretan hieroglyphic) would
be a very surprising find in Boeotia.>> The possibility that the ‘realism” was
injected by Plutarch should also not be neglected.?

Even a believer in the story must baulk at some details, particularly

2L Plut. Pelopidas 20.4-21.1.

2 Against PrisTeR’s theory see n. 16 above.

2 Scunapp 1997, 54. He comments that ‘Plutarch, like Pausanias, was more attentive
than Herodotus to the discoveries revealed by the soil, because the spirit of the times in the
second century AD favoured the collection and interpretation of antiquities.” But, since he
does not seem to question the historicity of the incident, it should also have implications
for the fourth century. Scuwartz 1958, 82 supposes that Plutarch may have fleshed out a
skeletal contemporary account with details from his own day.

2 Linear A: Scuwartz 1958, 81, with earlier references; add F.W. von Bissing, “Eu-
doxus von Knidos” Aufenthalt in Aegypten und seine Uebertragung agyptischer Tierfa-
beln”, Forschungen und Fortschritte, 25 (1949), [225-230] 225-6. Linear B: ScHAcHTER 1981,
14; Scunarp 1997, 54 (with reservations).

% For the few scraps of Linear A from the mainland see T. PaLaima, “The Inscribed
Bronze ‘Kessel’ from Shaft Grave IV”, in Y. Dunoux (ed.), Briciaka. A Tribute to W.C. Brice
(Cretan Studies 9, Amsterdam 2003), [187-201] 194; for the distribution of Cretan hiero-
glyphic]J. P. OLivier / L. Gopart/ . C. Porsat, Corpus Hieroglyphicorum Inscriptionum Cretae
(Etudes Crétoises 31, 1996), 22. (My thanks to Lisa Bendall for advice on this point.)

2 Gcunapp 1997, 54 comments that ‘Plutarch, like Pausanias, was more attentive than
Herodotus to the discoveries revealed by the soil, because the spirit of the times in the
second century AD favoured the collection and interpretation of antiquities.” ScHwARTZ
1958, 82 supposes that Plutarch may have fleshed out a skeletal contemporary account
with details from his own day.
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those relating to Egypt. What were the ‘many writings” (not just a sin-
gle tablet)?” in an arcane script sent by Agesilaus to the pharaoh for deci-
pherment? Simmias says that he was in Egypt with Plato. It is doubtful
whether Plato ever went to Egypt; if he did, the ancient tradition suggests
that he should have been there somewhere between 399 and c. 387,% too
early for the most convincing location of the incident of Alcmena’s tomb.
Chonouphis’ interpretation of the arcane writings, above all, strains be-
lief. Heracles’” supposed message to the Greeks about the Muses and peace
was, it has been suggested, a diplomatic invention on the Egyptian side to
turn down a Spartan request for military alliance.? One can accept that
Agesilaus’ dispatch of the tablet might have occurred in the context of an
embassy on matters of more immediate concern. But Chonouphis would
have needed to be well-versed indeed in Greek culture and Greek preoccu-
pations to devise such an elegantly oblique evasion. If, on the other hand,
Heracles’ instruction to ‘hold a competition in honour of the Muses” has
any connection with the famous cult of those goddesses at Thespiae,® it is
likely to have been concocted in Boeotia and not in Egypt.

The chronology is difficult too. Agesilaus’ best-known association with
Egypt, which culminated in actual campaigning with the Egyptians c. 360
against the great king, occurred in the last years of his life; the terminus
a quo for this phase of Spartan-Egyptian relations is usually taken to be
the pro-Theban stance taken by Persia, to Sparta’s outrage, in 367.3! The
probably historical visit to Egypt of Eudoxus of Cnidus, carrying a let-
ter of introduction from Agesilaus to the pharaoh Nectanebo, who then
introduced him to ‘the priests’ (among whom Chonouphis is sometimes
named),?? should, it is generally agreed, belong to this period.?*> But a date
in the 360s is far too late for the dramatic situation of the dialogue, and also
for any Spartan activity at Haliartus. Back in 396 Agesilaus had appealed
from Ephesus to Nepherites I for support against Persia; the pharaoh de-
clined an alliance but helped with equipment and supplies (Diod. 14.79.4).
Diodorus claims that the rebel Persian admiral Glos made an alliance with

¥ These could of course include the one tablet, as is commonly assumed (the discrep-
ancy that only Simmias’ account mentions Agetoridas as intermediary can certainly be
explained in terms of the artful interweaving of different narrative perspectives); but can
they be reduced to it?

* RiciNos 1976, 60 n. 1.

2 ScuwarTZ 1958, 78-79.

% So tentatively A. ScHACHTER, Cults of Boeotia 11 (London 1986) 157.

! Xen. Hell. 7.1.33-40.

32 Sotion ap. Diog. Laert. 8.87. Eudoxus and Chonouphis: Diog. Laert. 8.90 (located in
Heliupolis: cf. Strabo 17.2.29, 806); Plut. De Is. et Os. 10 (Memphis).

¥ S0 S. HorNBLOWER, Mausolus (Oxford 1982) 117 (‘perhaps the 360s’), with the sugges-
tion that Mausolus, who had ties with both Agesilaus and Eudoxus, had a role; F. LASSERRE,
Die Fragmente des Eudoxos von Knidos (Berlin 1966) 139-140, puts the introduction precisely
in 365/4.
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both Sparta and the pharaoh Acoris in 383.3% There is no great difficulty
in the hypothesis that diplomatic contacts between Sparta and Egypt oc-
curred at any moment in Agesilaus’ long life, even in the period (from the
king’s peace in 386 down to 367) when they were not actively united by
hostility to Persia.?> All the same, there is a suspicious similarity between
the story of Eudoxus, recommended by Agesilaus to Nectanebo and then
introduced to Chonouphis, and of the bronze tablet, sent by Agesilaus to
a Pharaoh who forwarded it to Chonouphis. Perhaps the former is histor-
ical, the latter a fiction calqued upon it. If so, we can abandon the effort
to reconcile the Haliartian and the Egyptian ends of the story chronolog-
ically. The excavation at Haliartus yielded a tablet in a mysterious script.
An imaginative account was then added (we do not know by whom) of
how the tablet came to be deciphered.

Detached from its Egyptian tailpiece, the story becomes easy to place
chronologically. Or rather, it becomes so if we allow that Plutarch got the
story from a source that located it in time and did so correctly.*® 577E
speaks of the tomb being “opened up’ (&voix0évtoc) ‘when Agesilaus sent
and had the remains removed to Sparta” (6te méupac Aynoidaog eig
Lnagmnv ta Aeltpava petexoutle). That language not only does not re-
quire but should actually exclude Agesilaus’ presence at the site of the ex-
cavation; the object of “sent” is not ‘the remains’, for that point is covered
by ‘had ... removed’, but ‘a message’ (unexpressed, as often) sent by him
to those on the spot at Haliartus. 578F too, Tov mivakog, Ov o’ fpwv
éAaBev Aynoidaog tov AAKUNVIG TAPOV AVAOKEVAOAEVOG, can com-
fortably be rendered in a way that leaves Agesilaus seated in Sparta: ‘the
tablet which Agesilaus obtained from us when he had the tomb of Alcmena
dismantled’. The campaigns conducted by Agesilaus in Boeotia after the
Theban recovery of the Cadmea in 378 are irrelevant, therefore; it is per-
verse to reverse the sequence of events® given in the De genio, where the
Alcmena incident unambiguously precedes the recovery of the Cadmea,
in order to find a time when Agesilaus was campaigning in Boeotia in per-
son. There were Spartans in the Haliartus region in 395, when they fought

* 15.9.3-5; see P. J. StyL1anou’s commentary ad loc. for views on the reliability of this
claim.

% For this factor see F.K. Kienirz, Die politische Geschichte Agyptens vom 7. bis zum 4.
Jahrhundert vor der Zeitwende (Berlin 1953), Ch. 7; A. B. Lloyd in The Cambridge Ancient
History VI?, The Fourth Century B.C. (1994) 345-9. For Agesilaus’ permanent hostility to
Persia see CAWKWELL, above p. 106.

% The other possibility, that Plutarch anchored a chronologically imprecise tradition in
the context that suited his dialogue, can unfortunately not be ruled out; we know nothing
at all of the story’s provenance. But I proceed on the more optimistic assumption.

%7 Whether knowingly, as Scuwartz 1958, 78, or inadvertently, as PrisTer 1909, 195-6
assumes. P. Foucart, “Le culte des héros chez les Grecs”, Mém. de I’Acad. des Inscriptions
et Belles-Lettres 42 (1918) 62, speaks vaguely of ‘one of [Agesilaus’] campaigns in Boeotia’.
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the famous battle at which Lysander fell.®® But Agesilaus was far away
in Asia Minor at the time, and the Spartans on the spot will surely have
had little leisure for practical archaeology during that brief and disastrous
incursion. Though the campaign of 395 cannot quite be ruled out as a con-
text, it is probably relevant only in the sense that it might have stimulated
Spartan interest in the antiquities of the area.

The political situation presupposed in De genio is one in which Sparta
is free to intervene in a heavy-handed way, but without military force, in
Boeotian affairs. Such was exactly the situation from 382-379 but at no
other time, the period when both Thebes and the rest of Boeotia (Xen. Hell.
5.4.46, 49) were in the hands of pro-Spartan juntas. R. J. Buck very reason-
ably uses the incident to illustrate how in these years (p. 71) ‘the Spartans
apparently exercised direct control when they desired.”® That is perhaps
the least infirm conclusion that the historian can derive from the fascinat-
ing but frustrating incident.

% Xen. Hell. 3.5.17-25; Plut. Lys. 28.
% Boiotia and the Boiotian League (Alberta 1994) 71.






Pythagoreanism in Plutarch

John Dillon

1. Pythagorean influences in Plutarch’s philosophical
upbringing

Plutarch would never, I think, be regarded as being anywhere close to
what one might term the ‘Neopythagorean wing” of Middle Platonism —
that space inhabited by such figures as Moderatus of Gades, Nicomachus
of Gerasa and Numenius of Apamea — but there is no question, on the
other hand, that he knew a good deal about the Pythagorean tradition,
and greatly respected what he knew.

To begin at the beginning, there is the intriguing problem as to what he
means by his self-portrayal in the E at Delphi (387F), as, in his youth (around
66-7 A.D.), “devoting myself to mathematics with the greatest enthusiasm,
although I was destined soon to pay all honour to the maxim ‘Nothing in
excess’ when I joined the Academy.” This sounds very much like a mildly
ironic confession of excessive enthusiasm for Pythagorean-style numerol-
ogy at some early phase of his intellectual development, which is depicted
as being somehow ‘outside’ the ambit of ‘the Academy’ — which can only
really mean the (more) orthodox, or main-stream, Platonist tradition, since
there was, after all, in his day no Platonic Academy in an institutional
sense.

This will have been succeeded by a ‘conversion’ to a more moderate,
and on the whole Peripateticizing, Platonism, presumably under the influ-
ence of his later mentor Ammonius. He also, however, portrays Ammo-
nius in this same dialogue (391E), as holding that “in mathematics was con-
tained not the least important part of philosophy,” which, in the context,
would seem, once again, to imply some interest in Pythagorean number-
theory — although such an assertion could reasonably be made by any Pla-
tonist.

All that we can tentatively derive from this piece of information is that
there would seem to have been a period in Plutarch’s youth when he was
exposed to, and attracted by, Pythagorean number-mysticism. How much
of this, we may wonder, together with interest in other aspects of Pythago-
ras’ life and teachings (and those of early Pythagoreans such as Archytas
or Philolaus) continued into later life?
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If we take our start from the first principles of his metaphysics, we can
certainly identify Pythagorean influence, if we wish, in his postulation of a
pair of supreme principles, the One and the Indefinite Dyad, though there
is at the same time nothing un-Platonic about this. However, at De Defectu
Oraculorum 428F, we find quite a starkly dualist scenario presented which
is compatible with the oldest Pythagorean traditions:

“Of the supreme (anétatd) principles, by which I mean the One and the Indefinite Dyad,

the latter, being the element underlying all formlessness and disorder, has been called

Limitlessness (apeiria); but the nature of the One limits and contains what is void and

irrational and indeterminate in Limitlessness, gives it shape, and renders it in some

way tolerant and receptive of definition.”

This pair of principles turns up at various places in Plutarch’s works, at-
tributed to a wide range of authorities, including Zoroaster, and various
pre-Socratic figures, such as Heraclitus, Parmenides and Anaxagoras, e.g.
De An. Proc. 1024D-1025D, De Is. et Os. 370C-371A, where ‘the Pythagore-
ans’ are included. Pythagoras is not included in the list in this passage of
the De An. Proc., but elsewhere, at 1012E, we find the information that
‘Zaratas’ (whom Plutarch does not seem to identify with Zoroaster!) was a
teacher of Pythagoras, and called the Indefinite Dyad the mother of Num-
ber, the One being its father.

In the third of the Quaestiones Platonicae, a propos the analysis of the
Divided Line of Republic VI, we find, at 1001Eff., a system of derivation
of number, and then point, line and solid from the Monad and the Dyad,
which, while not being attributed to Pythagoras, agrees with the system set
out by the Ist. Cent. B.C. Neopythagorean Alexander Polyhistor in his His-
tory of Philosophy (ap. Diog. Laert. 7.25), except that Alexander describes
the Pythagoreans as deriving the Dyad from the Monad, which Plutarch
does not do. How far back such a system goes, however, is a moot point;
it might well be itself derived from the speculations of Old Academicians
such as Xenocrates, with whom Plutarch was well acquainted.1

Plutarch’s distinctive doctrines on the nature of the soul, both World
Soul and individual soul, on the separable intellect (as set out, for example,
at De genio 591D-592D), and on daemonology, do not seem to owe anything
to the Pythagorean tradition, though one cannot be sure that they do not
depend on some Neopythagorean sources not available to us.? There does,
however, seem some warrant for claiming at least a belief in a personal
daimon as distinctive of Pythagoreanism from Plutarch’s presentation of
the doctrine in De genio 585E-F (see below).

! Cf. e.g. DiLron 1996, 214-18.

? The efforts of Marcel Detien~E, however, in La notion de Daimon dans le pythagorisme
(Paris 1963), to derive a Neopythagorean daemonology from the De genio Socratis seem
much too optimistic. Cf. on this, F.E. BRENk, In Mist Apparelled: Religious Themes in
Plutarch’s Moralia and Lives (Leiden 1977) 139 n. 30. Certainly, the Pythagoreans believed
in daemons, as did everybody else.
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2. Plutarch and Pythagorean Ethics

In the sphere of ethics, on the other hand, particularly in his essay De Vir-
tute Morali, we can discern, I think, interesting traces of Pythagoreanism
within the overall framework of a distinctly Peripateticizing exposition,
based primarily on Nicomachean Ethics 11 5-7. First of all, whereas Aris-
totle speaks of virtue simply as a ‘state (hexis) in the mean between two
extremes’ (1106b36), and expressly denies that it is an activity or a faculty
(dynamis, 1106a5), Plutarch describes virtue at Virt. Mor. 444B, as ‘an ac-
tivity (kinésis) and faculty (dynamis) concerned with the irrational, which
does away with remissions and over-strainings of impulse (hormé) and re-
duces each passion to moderation and faultlessness’. This characterization
of virtue as something more active than a hexis is not in itself, perhaps, dis-
tinctively Pythagorean, but Plutarch goes on to discuss the precise sense
in which virtue is a ‘mean’, and that is more significant. Having dismissed
three other senses of ‘mean’, he goes for a distinctively Pythagorean one,
as is attested by its presence in various pseudo-Pythagorica:

“But it is a mean, and is said to be so, in a sense very like that which obtains in musical

sounds and harmonies. For there the mean, or mesé, a properly—pitched note like the

nété or the hypaté, escapes the sharpness of the one and the deepness of the other.”

In various Pythagorean treatises, we find virtue described as a ‘harmo-
nizing’ (harmonia, synharmogé) of the irrational by the rational soul (e.g.
‘Archytas’, On Law and Justice, p. 33,17 Thesleff; “‘Metopos’, On Virtue, p.
199,27; ‘“Theages’, On Virtue, p. 190,1-14), and Philo of Alexandria, who
is also open to influence from Neopythagorean sources, approves of the
concept (Immut. 24; Sacr. 37). This, then, would seem to indicate an over-
laying by Plutarch of Neopythagorean influence on a basically Aristotelian
substratum.

Apart from the theory of virtue in general, we find in Plutarch’s works
interesting signs of a commitment to vegetarianism, which, while embrace-
able within the spectrum of main-line Platonist doctrine, may be regarded
as something distinctively Pythagorean. At the beginning of his treatise
On the Eating of Flesh (De esu carnium 993B—C), we find the following rather
hyperbolic tirade:

“Can you really ask what reason Pythagoras had for abstaining from flesh? For my

part, I rather wonder both by what accident and in what state of soul or mind the first

man who did so touched his mouth to gore and brought his lips to the flesh of a dead
creature, he who set forth tables of dead, stale bodies and ventured to call food and
nourishment the parts that had a little before bellowed and cried, moved and lived.

How could his eyes endure the slaughter when throats were slit and hides flayed and

limbs torn from limb? How could his nose endure the stench? How was it that the

pollution did not turn away his taste, which made contact with the sores of others and
sucked juices and serums from mortal wounds?” (trans. Helmbold).
The De esu carnium may well be a youthful work, and it is certainly com-
posed in the diatribe mode. References in more mature works, however,
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indicate that Plutarch took vegetarianism less seriously in later life, so it
may be that this was an enthusiasm of his youth. At Symposiaca 8.7-8
for instance, which portrays a dinner-party at Rome in Plutarch’s honour
given by his friend Sextius Sulla around the turn of the century, Plutarch
presents his friend Philinus as being a vegetarian (727B), and by implica-
tion not himself. In 8.8, in response to the question “Why the Pythagoreans
used to abstain from fish more strictly than from any other living crea-
ture?’, Plutarch himself gives an explanation (729D-730D) which, while
exhibiting considerable knowledge of and sympathy with Pythagorean
traditions, defends the sacrifice and consumption of certain land-animals
on grounds of ecology: “if everyone should abstain from eating chickens
alone, say, or hares, in a short time their number would make it impossible
to maintain city life or to reap a harvest (730A).” Fish, on the other hand,
pose no threat to us, and so the Pythagoreans have no wish to harm them.

3. Plutarch’s knowledge of Pythagorean traditions and of
contemporary Pythagoreans

This same passage of the Symposiaca affords useful evidence both of Plu-
tarch’s knowledge of Pythagorean traditions and beliefs, and of the exis-
tence of contemporary Pythagoreans from whom he could have learned.
There is, first of all, among the guests the rather mysterious Lucius (spelled
Leukios), of Etruscan ancestry —and a patriotic Etruscan, who claims Pytha-
goras as an Etruscan born and bred (727B)! — who is described as a pupil
(mathétés) of Moderatus of Gades. Moderatus is known to have posed as
an ‘extreme’ Pythagorean,® who, according to Porphyry (Vit. Pyth. 53),
attacked the Platonists for appropriating all the finest elements of Pytha-
gorean philosophy, while leaving the dross to be attributed to the Pythago-
rean School. We do not know where Moderatus himself taught (possibly
in Rome), but we also find mention in this passage (728D) of a certain Alex-
icrates, as a ‘moderate’ contemporary Pythagorean teacher, who abstained
from fish, but “sometimes used the flesh of other living creatures in mod-
eration”. Moderatus, then, is known to Plutarch at least by repute, but
Alexicrates is probably known to him personally.

Plutarch also in this passage, and elsewhere exhibits considerable know-
ledge both of the life-legend of Pythagoras and of the Pythagorean symbola.
A propos of abstaining from fish, at 729D, we hear the story of Pythagoras’
ransoming of the catch of fish during his journey from Sybaris to Croton
(also mentioned at De cap. ex in. ut. 91C), and the whole of Question 8.
7 is devoted to the discussion of the symbolic meaning of such precepts
as not receiving a swallow in the house, always obliterating the mark of
a pot in the ashes, and the smoothing out of the bedclothes after arising

3 On Moderatus, see DiLLoN 1996, 344-51.
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(727B-728C).% If we turn from this to such a work as the Life of Numa,
we find also much of interest under both headings. After initially (ch. 1)
recording serious doubts, on the basis of chronology?, as to whether Numa
can have been familiar (synéthés) with Pythagoras, he returns to the ques-
tion in ch. 8, in connection with Numa’s religious regulations, by means of
which he wished to instil due fear of the gods into his citizens:
“This was the chief reason why Numa’s wisdom and culture were said to have been due
to his intimacy with Pythagoras; for in the philosophy of the one, and in the political
dispositions (politeia) of the other, religious services and occupations have a large place.
Itis said also that the solemnity of his outward demeanour was adopted by him because
he possessed the same mind-set (dianoia) as did Pythagoras. That philosopher, indeed,
is thought to have tamed an eagle, which he stopped by certain cries of his, and lured
down as it flew over him; and also to have revealed his golden thigh as he passed
through the crowds assembled at the Olympic Games; and we have reports of other
devices and practices of his...” (trans. Perrin, somewhat modified).
Here we can observe Plutarch’s familiarity with various of the standard sto-
ries about Pythagoras preserved in the later Lives of Porphyry and Iambli-
chus. Just below, he gives evidence of his familiarity with Pythagorean
doctrine, in specifying how Numa was in accord with Pythagorean princi-
ples in his banning of graven images of the gods, and in his prescriptions
for sacrifice:
“Furthermore his (sc. Numa’s) ordinances concerning images are altogether in har-
mony with the doctrines of Pythagoras. For that philosopher maintained that the
first principle (to proton) was beyond sense-perception or feeling, invisible and un-
created®and intelligible... Their sacrifices, too, were altogether appropriate to the
Pythagorean mode of worship; for most of them involved no bloodshed, but were made
with flour, drink-offerings, and least costly substances.”

For Plutarch, then, Pythagoras is an enormously revered figure, both in
respect of his teachings and of his mode of life, but, whatever may have
been the nature of his youthful enthusiasms, about which we receive only
coy hints, as we have seen, in his mature years he remains firmly a Platon-
ist. For him, as he remarks in an earlier symposiac discussion (8. 2, 719A),
Plato combines the spirit of Socrates with that of Pythagoras, and it is that
combination which in his view makes Plato the supreme philosopher.

4. Pythagorean elements in De genio

Against this background, we can observe, I think, something of Plutarch’s
broad and deep knowledge of Pythagorean doctrines and history put to

* He is also quite fond of the precept about not sitting on a peck-measure (khoinix), men-
tioned at QC 7.4.703E, and four other places.

> Tt is claimed by some, he admits, that Pythagoras lived as many as five generations
after Numa, and that Numa had no acquaintance whatever with Greek culture.

® If the true reading here is aktiston, a very rare word; an alternative is akératon, ‘pure,
unmixed’.
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use in the De Genio in various ways. The visit of the Pythagorean sage
Theanor of Croton to Thebes in 379, in search of the body of his former
friend and colleague Lysis, is the occasion for the presentation by Plutarch
of a good deal of Pythagorean lore, both about friendship and about death
and the afterlife,” as well as some details about the overthrow of the Pytha-
gorean regimes in Southern Italy.

As regards Pythagorean friendship, we see Theanor, even in old age,
journeying across the Greek world to ensure that his friend Lysis has re-
ceived proper burial, and, in case he has not, to bring his body home to
Croton. In the event, he finds that Lysis has received all due honours from
his host Epaminondas, and decides to leave him where he is, though af-
ter performing a burnt offering and making a libation of milk at his grave
(579F). He is also in receipt of an encouraging dream (585EF), which tells
him that Lysis’ soul has passed the requisite tests in the afterlife and been
allotted a new guardian daimon.

This brings up the question, alluded to above, as to the possible Pytha-
gorean origins of the belief in a personal daemon, of which we receive quite
an exposition in the course of Theanor’s approving comments on Timar-
chus’ narrative in the myth (593D-594A). This doctrine is tied in with the
Pythagorean doctrine of a sequence of reincarnations, leading, at least in
some privileged cases, to a level of purification which allows the daemon
to intervene in a special way and give the soul a helping hand, through the
sending of inspired dreams and waking visions (of which Socrates” daimo-
nion is an instance). These daemons, it would seem, are themselves puri-
fied souls, who have gone through the cycle of lives and are now in the
position, as it were, of wise and benevolent athletic trainers, who can give
due encouragement to those in the final stages of their earthly odyssey
(593EF).

How far back in the Pythagorean tradition such a doctrine goes we can-
not be sure, but it certainly basic to the tradition from an early stage that
Pythagoras himself was such a privileged soul, and of course Empedocles,
who was also part of the early tradition, felt himself to be such a one; so
there is no reason to doubt that it is ancient.®

7 We also find, a propos Theanor’s attempt to press a gift of gold on Epaminondas for
looking after Lysis, and Epaminondas’ declining of this, a nice detail, not recorded else-
where, about Pythagorean ascetic practices (585A). The Pythagoreans, it seems, to exercise
their self-control, used to have fine feasts prepared for themselves, which they would then
contemplate for a while, before allowing their servants to enjoy them, while they dined on
humb]er fare!

8 On the other hand, other doctrines presented in the myth, such as the remarkable four
levels of reality (591B), or the separable intellect (591E), may not safely be identified as
Pythagorean, notwithstanding Theanor’s blanket approval of Timarchus’ narrative.



Plutarch on oracles and divine inspiration*

Stephan Schrider

1. Preliminary remarks

Presenting various attempts by the speakers in De genio to explain the dai-
monion of Socrates, Plutarch enters a field which he has dealt with repeat-
edly in his writings. As the main question is how Socrates came to receive
inspirations from a higher sphere, we have to do with a special form of
divination (mantike).

An interest in all forms of prophecy runs through all of Plutarch’s oeu-
vre: wherever an occasion presents itself, in the Lives as well as in the
Moralia, Plutarch loves to talk about such things wherever an opportunity
offers. He also devotes whole treatises to these topics.

Of some of these, we know only the titles or small fragments. We owe
them to a list of Plutarch’s writings probably dating from Late Antiquity,
the so-called Lamprias Catalogue, and to quotations in later authors. In
one or two works Plutarch defends the compatibility of believing in div-
ination with Academic philosophy (Lamprias Cat. 71 and 131, fr. 147
Sandbach), in another he discusses the question whether to know future
events in advance is useful (fr. 21-23 Sandbach). Furthermore, he collected
oracles (Lamprias Cat. 171) and wrote on the Oracle of Trophonius near
Lebadeia (Lamprias Cat. 181), which plays an important role also in De
genio. While these works are lost, we still have —besides De genio — the dia-
logues “The Pythia’s prophecies” (De Pythiae oraculis) and “The decline of
Oracles” (De defectu oraculorum).

Both these dialogues are given a Delphic setting and deal wholly or in
part with questions concerning the Delphic Oracle in particular. Not only
literary or philosophic and theoretical interests connected Plutarch with
Delphi; for many years he held priestly office there.! In this function he
appears on the base (found in Delphi) of a statue which the Amphictyons
dedicated to the Emperor Hadrian (SylL.> 829A), and in his “Table Talk”

* Thanks are due to Fabian BReNNER and Hendrik OssIEGER for critical comments on
the draft of this paper, and to OspsieGer and Henning Scrunk for helping me obtain the
secondary literature.

1 According to Def. or. 38.431C-D his brother Lamprias, who plays an important role in
that dialogue, seems to have held a similar office at the Oracle of Trophonius at Lebadeia.
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(7.2.2.700E) he calls one of the participants in the conversation “his col-
league in priestly office”. Finally, in his essay An seni sit gerenda res publica
17.792F he claims to have performed sacrifices in the service of Pythian
Apollo and to have participated in processions and cultic dances already
for “many Pythiads”. Plutarch evidently rendered great services to Del-
phi: the Delphians (together with the citizens of his hometown Chaeronea)
honoured him by setting up a herm, the head of which has unfortunately
been lost, but its shaft (together with its verse inscription, SylL.3 843A) has
been found in the excavations.

Let us now have alook at the two essays on oracles and then try to relate
the ideas set out in De genio to them.

2. The dialogues on the oracles

Neither in De Pythiae oraculis nor in De defectu oraculorum does Plutarch ex-
pound systematically how oracles function, how the Delphic Oracle works,
or how we should conceive the process of inspiration. Both dialogues,
however, discuss questions of detail for which a more exact determination
of how inspiration works is necessary.

2.1. De Pythiae oraculis

The main topic of discussion in De Pythiae oraculis is the ‘scandal” that the
Pythia’s oracles were said to be no longer expressed in verse. This had been
debated already long before Plutarch’s time: In the essay itself (19.403E)
the historian Theopompus of Chios (who lived in the fourth century BC) is
said to have taken people to task who talked about the end of verse oracles
(FGrHist 115 F 336). On the other hand Cicero in his work on divination
(De div. 2.116) claims that already at the time of King Pyrrhus (i.e. in the
early third century BC) the Pythia had no longer produced verses.

In the picture of the activities of the Delphic Oracle given by ancient
literature sayings in verse (almost always in hexameters) play an important
role. What share, however, they really had of the pronouncements made
by the Pythiae of earlier times is quite unclear.? Plutarch himself has one
of the participants of the debate express considerable reservations in this
respect (ch. 19). In any case, for some people the claim that Delphi had
passed from verse to prose was reason enough to reject further belief in the
oracle, or more exactly, to question the institution’s powers of inspiration
at least for their own times.> This conclusion is formulated in 17.402B,
only to be refuted in the core section of the treatise (which begins at this

2 See AMANDRY 1950, 159-68.
3 How such a conclusion may be reached, is shown by Cicero, De div. 2.117.
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point) in a continuous speech by Theon, one of the dialogue’s participants.
I'shall concentrate on this section of text (which extends until the end of the
dialogue), because there is no space to discuss other parts (e.g. the dispute,
in ch. 8, over miraculous phenomena in the god’s sanctuary which might
be interpreted mantically, or over the Sibyl’s oracles in ch. 9-11) or even to
give an overall account of the variety of the dialogue’s contents.

Theon’s arguments develop in four phases: In the first (ch. 18-20.404A)
he doubts whether the difference between conditions of the present and
those of the past is as fundamental as his opponents claim or at least as-
sume. This, and especially the fact that verse and prose coexisted in the
oracular sayings of earlier times, leads him to question the assumption
that the form of these sayings entitles us to infer a change in the means
by which they were produced.

In a second step (ch. 20.404A—ch. 23) Theon tries to make plausible the
view that the form of the sayings goes back not to the god but only to the
Pythia, is therefore independent of divine inspiration, and does not allow
any conclusions about its nature.

According to Theon, we should conceive the Pythia’s soul as an instru-
ment in the hand of the god during the process of divination. The proper-
ties of the instrument, however (he claims), are no less important for de-
termining the nature of the thing it produces than the intentions of its user.
Now the human soul — and therefore the Pythia’s as well — is perpetually
disturbed by its connection with the body and by its own passions, and we
have to conceive the state of mantic excitement (enthousiasmos) as a mixture
of two motions, one of which originates with the god, the other with the
Pythia. Thus we have to assume that when the Pythia in office is not poet-
ically gifted, different oracles are produced from those which come from
a real poetess occupying the tripod. Now people of earlier times had a
tendency to express themselves poetically and took every opportunity to
indulge this. This (Theon concludes) explains the earlier oracular sayings
in verse; with this precondition gone it is now prose that is cultivated.

In ch. 24 Theon enters the third phase of his argument (to ch. 28). To
meet the case that the sceptic may not be willing to accept his earlier train
of thought, he changes his premise and starts anew: he now wants to show
that even if one holds the god responsible for the form of the sayings (not
previously assumed), the fatal conclusion that divine inspiration has dried
up is not necessary; rather, a number of good reasons are conceivable that
may have convinced the god himself to switch to prose.

In the times when metrically phrased und poetically stylised speech was
the dominant fashion it was — according to Theon — obvious for the god
too to take care that his oracles conformed to this practice. Later, how-
ever, when humanity had largely renounced verse and turned to prose, the
god had to consider that prophecies in prose would appear more convinc-
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ing than those in verse. Otherwise he would have incurred the reproach
that he intended to cloak his predictions in the vagueness of poetical ex-
pression. Moreover, because some sayings had allegedly been versified af-
terwards by unauthorized people and forgers had fabricated particularly
elaborate oracles, verse had acquired the bad reputation of something not
really respectable. Furthermore, poetical form had acquired a bad name
because of people who made their living by dealing in versified oracles in
the vicinity of sanctuaries of oriental deities, and the god did not want to
be associated with such rabble.

Thus (Theon continues) there were — from the god’s perspective — good
reasons to distance himself from verse. On the other hand, poetical form
had something to say for it in earlier times. When powerful people put
awkward questions to the oracle, it was sometimes necessary to obscure
the answers a bit, in order to protect the staff of the sanctuary or to make
sure that important communications would not get to the wrong people.
Furthermore, with these communications being often very complex, versi-
fication could provide an important mnemotechnic advantage.

Lastly — and with this the third phase of Theon’s argument concludes
— it would now, under the conditions of pax Romana, when the oracle is
consulted only in simple everyday matters, be downright offensive, if the
Pythia’s answers were too pretentiously stylised.

In his fourth and last step (ch. 29-30) Theon confesses —in case his oppo-
nent should still not be convinced — the impossibility of attaining certain
knowledge in such matters, but he also points to clear and tangible evi-
dence for the continuation of Apolline inspiration at the sanctuary: Del-
phi’s enormous upturn in recent times. This is necessarily founded on the
recognition the Pythia’s mantic successes enjoy, and as the simple form of
her oracular responses make it impossible to hide ignorance, the Pythia
clearly still derives her knowledge from Apollo, just as before.

This is a very abbreviated account of Theon’s discussion.* As we have
seen, an analysis of the process of inspiration plays a part only in its sec-
ond phase, and serves there as one argument among several in the attack
directed against the sceptics. Nevertheless it seems best — in view of this
paper’s topic — to take a closer look at this aspect of the essay first.

Theon’s account begins with a very generally and abstractly phrased
reflection: The human body uses many instruments, but is itself an instru-
ment of the soul, which, again, is an instrument of the god. The use of an
instrument, however, prevents the user from giving unbiased expression
to his intentions in the intended product, because the instrument itself ex-
erts influence on this (21.404B-C). A series of analogies follow. Of these,

* A more detailed analysis is provided by ScuréDER 1990, 8-15 and 22-4. There the
beginning of the argument’s last phase is posited after ch. 27. This error is corrected in
SCHRODER 1994/5, 240-2.
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Theon regards as the most suitable the one according to which the moon
can be conceived as an instrument reflecting the sun’s light upon earth and
conveying this light to us only in a very much dimmed form. If we take
all this together (thus Theon makes his transition from the general to the
particular in 404D-E) with Heraclitus’ remark (VS 22 B 93) that the Del-
phic god neither speaks nor conceals but only signifies, it seems plausible
to interpret also the Pythia in the sense of this saying as an instrument in
the hand of the god: the god reveals his thoughts, but in blended form and
by using a human soul. This soul is never available to him “without mo-
tion”, but is always independently active because of its own passions. In
404F inspiration (indicated by the classic term enthousiasmos, also used in
7.397C) is therefore conceived as a blending of two “motions”, one of which
reaches the soul from outside, while the other is intrinsically her own by
nature. Theon adds an argqumentum a minore ad maius to make this expla-
nation still more convincing: If you cannot use even an inanimate body
differently from what its nature allows —i.e. you cannot move a cylinder
like a sphere or a cone like a cube, and you cannot play a wind instrument
like a string instrument and vice versa —, it is an even stricter rule that a
soul can be handled only in accordance with its own intrinsic nature.

Where this leads, is indicated at the end of the chapter (404F—405A) only
in a rather general way: of every soul you may expect only the kind of
activity that corresponds to its talents and its education. Things become
clearer in ch. 23: To express oneself poetically and in verse, one has to
have inclination and talent, and only under such conditions will one put
the thoughts transmitted by the god in mantic enthousiasmos in such a form.
Now inclination and talent for poetical expression were widely current
among people of earlier times, but between then and now they have van-
ished. Therefore one need not wonder that the Pythiae of old put their
responses into verse every now and then, while the more recent ones have
ceased to do so.

Theon’s reasoning in this passage seems to be composed mainly of two
elements found in the philosophical tradition:

One of them is the idea that the body is an instrument of the soul. This
is first stated in various passages in Plato, then in Aristotle’s Protrepticus
and in Neo-Pythagorean Hellenistic texts; in later times it is widely at-
tested, especially in the Neo-Platonists. The locus classicus responsible for
the spread of this idea seems to be a passage in the (Platonic or Pseudo-

5 For this, see ScHRODER 1990, 25-51. Against the view that the core of the theory of
inspiration presented by Theon is of Stoic origin, J. HoLzHAUSEN, “Zur Inspirationslehre
Plutarchs in De Pythiae oraculis,” Philologus 137 (1993) 72-91 has tried to establish a Pla-
tonic derivation. In SCHRODER 1994/5 T have tried to refute this. Bartes (in: H. DORRIE / M.
Bartes, Der Platonismus in der Antike, vol. 6.2, Stuttgart 2002, 145-7) again puts emphasis
on Platonic origins.
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Platonic) Greater Alcibiades (128e—129e), the first text in which this idea is
more extensively developed.

In De Pyth. or. the idea is expanded into a hierarchy with four levels:
the god is placed above the soul, and the instrument (in the proper sense)
below the body. This four-level construct is found only here, while in an-
other passage of Plutarch, in the Septem sapientium convivium (21.163D-E),
a combination of the three highest levels returns, with the relationship be-
tween body and instrument missing. There is a good reason for that: In
the Banquet of the Seven Sages it is emphasized that the body is a willing in-
strument for the soul, and even more that the soul is a willing instrument
for the god. In De Pyth. or. Theon intends to show the opposite: The soul is
not least an obstacle, because its use diminishes the purity with which the
god’s thought is transmitted to humanity. To make this clear, Theon has to
talk of the “instrument” in its everyday sense, and expects that the effects
of change wrought by the instrument are accepted as a fundamental fact
and extended to the other levels, especially the two higher ones, as well.

This is the decisive conceptual element of his whole theory but this the-
ory does not come from the tradition of the idea of the instrument. In the
Greater Alcibiades —to say nothing of the fact that the god as the highest level
of Plutarch’s model is missing — there is no talk of an influence hindering
the intentions of the user. Rather, this text (quite in the spirit of the other
Platonic references) stresses the problematic and unnatural aspects of the
connection between body and soul, with the intention of reducing the role
of the body to that of a mere instrument which does not really matter. This
is also the tendency of almost all other passages in which similar ideas are
expressed, while the idea in which Theon is interested is nowhere to be
found.

The origin of this core idea must be looked for in another area. It sur-
faces in the passage where Theon mentions — as a simile for his view that
the god’s possibilities are restricted by the specific character of the Pythia’s
soul — the geometric bodies sphere, cylinder, cone, and cube, each of which
can be moved only in its own specific way (21.404F). This simile has its ori-
gin in an argument by which the Stoic philosopher Chrysippus tried to
preserve man’s responsibility for his actions in spite of his deterministic
view of the world. Chrysippus located the point at which the individual
is affected by external circumstances in notions which approach the indi-
vidual and to which he reacts either by “assent” or rejection; both assent
and rejection are in man’s power and not forced on him by external causes.
Chrysippus compared this to the fact that cylinder and cone at first need an
external impulse, but then move each in their specific way though having
undergone the same impulse. This argument is attested by Cicero (De fato
42 f. = SVF 11974) and Gellius (Noctes Atticae 7.2.11 = SVF 1000). Sphere and
cube are missing in these passages, but they appear together with cylinder
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and cone - in a not unrelated context — in the pseudo-Aristotelian treatise
On the world (6.398b27-9), which is known for its Stoic affiliations. Here,
the four bodies appear in a comparison intended to show that the god pro-
vides one basic impulse, after which the various processes of the world
run their course according to the nature of things (6.398b19-27). The con-
nection of Theon’s theory with such ideas is even clearer than in ch. 21 in
a passage which has not yet been mentioned because it does not form a
part of Theon’s great speech, but belongs together with ch. 21, inasmuch
as we are here confronted with a “foreshadowing” of that chapter: In ch. 7
(397B) Theon, wanting to exonerate the god from the intermittently dubi-
ous metrical and poetic quality of Delphic oracles in verse, states: “Let us
not believe that the verses come from the god, but that he provides the first
impulse for motion and that each of the prophetesses moves according to
her own nature.”

It is clear, then, that although the salient point of Theon’s reasoning is
already expressed when he first talks about the instrument, he could not
find this point within the tradition of the idea of the instrument; it derives
from the Stoic theory of causality and responsibility. The ‘instrumental-
ist” phrases, with which Theon starts his argument, conceal this, and they
are perhaps not indispensable, if we take into consideration only the aim
of his argument. Plutarch, however, may possibly have attached some im-
portance to giving Theon’s explanations a Platonic colouring. We may also
assume that he did not expect very much from openly drawing attention to
his adaptation of a Chrysippan theory that had been much disputed within
its original context. The idea that an instrument is not always fully com-
patible with the intentions of its user might have derived a certain convinc-
ingness from everyday experience. And lastly, the hierarchy of the triple
user-instrument-connection offered the option of presenting the god as the
one who — in spite of everything — is still the master of the mantic process,
and this was Theon’s overriding aim.®

To what extent is Theon’s theory valid? And what does it claim to ac-
complish? It is wholly designed to prove that it is unnecessary to con-
clude (as Theon’s opponents do) that the cessation of verse oracles means
the disappearance of divine inspiration. Theon demonstrates that we can
perfectly well regard the god as the source of inspiration and at the same
time trace the form of the oracles back to the Pythia. It is for this purpose
that Plutarch has developed this theory ad hoc. It neither asks nor answers
the question how inspiration works, how the god’s thoughts arrive in the

® It is only in this sense that the soul or the medium is called an “instrument” of a god
elsewhere as well; see in Plutarch (besides De gen. Socr. 20.588F) also De sollertia animalium
22.975A, Philo, Quis rerum divinarum heres 259 (a passage which J. HoLzuauseN, “Von Gott
besessen?”, RhM 137 (1994) [563-65] 63 n. 52 connects with De Pyth. or.) and the passages
in the Neo-Platonic Jamblichus collected in ScurODpER 1990, 41-2.
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Pythia’s soul, or what role the Delphic sanctuary plays.” Moreover, nei-
ther Theon nor Plutarch behaves like a dogmatist. What Theon presents is
an hypothesis designed to make an attack against the traditional belief in
the Delphic Oracle appear groundless. If the same aim can be reached by
abandoning this hypothesis, Theon (and Plutarch, too) will be well content.
Thus, at the beginning of ch. 24, Theon can change his premise without fur-
ther ado and show that to infer a drying up of divine inspiration from the
vanishing of verse oracles is not necessary even if we lay responsibility for
the oracles’ form at the god’s door.®

The same attitude to this topic characerizes the treatise as a whole. The-
on does not insist on the premise of the third phase of his argument (ch.
24-28) either, and at the beginning of ch. 29 he explicitly concedes that real
knowledge of these things is unattainable. He then falls back on obvious
points: the external splendour and recent upturn of the Pythian sanctuary,
from which (he says) we may conclude that inspiration still persists. To
be sure, Theon here argues — and this is different from the earlier phases
of his reasoning — in the mode of positive proof, and from his perspec-
tive — and also from that of the group of people conversing on the steps of
Apollo’s temple — this is surely meant seriously, though we have to make
some allowances for the rhetorical flourish with which Theon ends his lec-
ture, presenting as convincing proof something which is no more than a
mere hint. In the end, however, he still expects that many people may re-
main sceptical (ch. 30). And Plutarch himself may not have put too much
trust in Theon’s demonstration, because he, for one, could surely not de-
ceive himself as to the political reasons for the happy development of the
Delphic Oracle, which were quite independent of the Pythia’s successes in
prophecy.

The guiding principle and program of this whole inquiry seem to be
formulated — right at its beginning — by Sarapion, the Stoic participant in
this dialogue: “We must not want to enter into conflict with the god nor
abolish providence and the divine together with prophecy, but we must
look for solutions for the apparent obstacles and not abandon our pious
and traditional faith” (18.402E). Only where no explanation can be found
at all is doubt justified.

7 Still, it is stated as something obvious that inspiration originates with the god (see e.g.
Amatorius 16.758E; but while the Amatorius — following Plato — speaks of “divine madness”,
there is no trace of that in our treatise). In De defectu oraculorum this is temporarily lost sight
of; see below, pp. 157-8.

8 See ScHRODER 1990, 68-9.
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2.2. De defectu oraculorum

We find a similar basic attitude also in De defectu oraculorum.’ In many
respects, however, this treatise is quite different. Once again, our exami-
nation must restrict itself to the sections relevant to our present topic.

In this dialogue too everything starts with a scandalous situation: most
of the Greek oracles have suspended operation. This is, of course, not the
case with Delphi, and the well-reputed and much consulted oracles in Asia
Minor at Clarus and Didyma are never mentioned. In particular, however,
in Plutarch’s home region of Boeotia, which in classical times boasted an
impressive number of sites for prophecy, only the Oracle of Trophonius at
Lebadeia is still active (ch. 5).1°

After this, the reader of the dialogue gets a remarkable demonstration
how the dialogue’s participants together grope their way looking for a re-
ligiously satisfying explanation for the stated situation. In this way, the
treatise is laid out very differently from De Pythiae oraculis from the very
beginning.!!

The first attempt (not to be taken entirely seriously) to solve the problem
is made by an outsider, Didymus Planetiades (who is characterized as a
ranter) in ch. 7. Didymus claims that the questions presented to the oracle
sanctuaries were of such shamefulness that Pronoia (the personification of
divine providence for humanity) felt prompted to pack up its oracles and
disappear with them out of the world. The other participants, however,
regard this as blasphemy, and he finds himself bowed out of their circle.

Still, Didymus’ hypothesis leads to a formulation of what makes the
decline of so many oracle sanctuaries so scandalous: Prophecy is a gift
of Pronoia, and one must not without good cause believe that the gods
take something back which they once granted (7.413C). This is stated by
Plutarch’s brother Lamprias, who plays a main role in the dialogue and
whois also the narrator. Lamprias entreats the others not to hold the divine
responsible for this development.

With Ammonius’s answer, the problem turns into a dilemma. He sees
no way out in what Lamprias has just said. If the cause for the vanish-
ing of the oracles is not to be sought in the divine, we are not very far
from separating also their origin and existence from it, and that means
— after what Lamprias has said — from Pronoia itself. This is intolerable.
Ammonius himself proposes an explanation which is supposed to make
direct divine intervention plausible without compromising divine perfec-

° Rich material is presented by A. RescicNo, Plutarco, L ‘eclissi degli oracoli. Introduzione,
testo critico, traduzione e commento (Naples 1995).

10On the development of oracle sanctuaries from Hellenism to Late Antiquity see
S. LeviN, “The Old Greek Oracles in Decline,” ANRW 2.18.2 (Berlin / New York 1989)
1599-1649.

11 See ScHRODER 1990, 66-8.
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tion. Pronoia (he argues) is always concerned to provide what is sufficient,
nothing more, nothing less. However, as Greece has suffered a consider-
able decline in population since classical times, Pronoia has undertaken
the obvious step of abolishing a large part of the oracles that were once
needed but are now no more (ch. 8).

Lamprias, however, sticks to his conviction that the gods cannot be held
responsible for such an action, and proposes to seek the reasons for it in
this world and in the material and human aspects of the oracles’ operation.
At this point, however, he does not yet tell us how to get a closer view of
this (ch. 9).

Yet another participant in the discussion, Cleombrotus, proposes a via
media, arguing that we should look to the daimones for the causes. With-
out these mediators between gods and humans we would in any case ei-
ther have to deny any contacts between the divine and human sphere, or
to involve the divine inappropriately in the circumstances of this world.
Therefore (Cleombrotus continues) we should assume that daimones oper-
ate the oracle sanctuaries as agents for the gods and that the death of such
daimones is responsible for the silencing of oracles, and their removal to
another place for the loss of prophetic power; in the latter case even the
renaissance of a sanctuary is conceivable, in case the demon returns. With
this proposition Cleombrotus concludes his speech (15.418C-D).

Ch.s 16-37 present a wide-ranging discussion of the question whether
daimones may indeed be mortal and how we may imagine a change of place
by them; this need not occupy us here. In ch. 38 the conversation returns
to questions about prophecy in the proper sense. A theory (it is here said),
according to which the drying up of oracles is connected with the van-
ishing of the associated daimones, can command respect only if it also ex-
plains by what mechanism the daimones (when present) cause the oracles
to speak. Lamprias (who once more has the leading part here) and Am-
monius agree that daimones are souls of the dead. If souls freed from their
bodies have the ability to foresee the future, they cannot have acquired
this ability (Lamprias argues) after their death, but must have had it al-
ways, though diminished by the union of soul and body. The process of
prophecy (he continues) is tied to an irrational state, in which the soul is
free from all bonds to the mind; this is enthousiasmos (cf. how the term is
used De Pyth. or. 21.404F, and see above p. 151), and it can only occur if
the body connected with the soul is put into an appropriate state, i.e. an
appropriate “mixture”. This happens often during sleep and immediately
before death. It can, however, also be brought about by suitable exhala-
tions of the earth. We can only speculate (Lamprias goes on) how these
anathymiaseis operate exactly; but the assumption that such an exhalation
(a pneuma) plays a role in the particular case of the Delphic Oracle, is sup-
ported by the legend of the accidental discovery of the prophetic power
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of the place by the herdsman Coretas. We must believe that such exhala-
tions dry up, spring up anew and change place, just like springs or mineral
deposits. Meteorological or seismic events may also play a role. Finally,
Lamprias underpins this theory by relating a single case pointing to such
connections. In Boeotian Orchomenus the silence of the Oracle of Tiresias
coincided with a pestilence (the assumption here seems to be that the epi-
demic had also been caused by exhalations of the earth, cf. 40.432D).

The crucial element (with regard to the original question) of this lecture
by Lamprias (ch. 39-45), viz. the explanation of why the oracles dried
up, does not at all require the daimones introduced by Cleombrotus. They
only appear at the beginning (39.431D-432A, following 38.431B-C), where
their characteristics provide the starting-point for considerations concern-
ing the nature of the soul while it is connected with the body. After that
they disappear from the argument, which is built solely upon the idea that
a (normally dormant) prophetic ability within the soul of a living human
being can be activated by natural causes immanent in this world.

It is just this which Ammonius reproaches Lamprias with in ch. 46, and
he stresses once again (exactly in accordance with his position in ch. 8) that
we have to assign a role also to the gods, especially to the Delphian Apollo.

Confronted with these objections, Lamprias (in the last speech of the
dialogue, ch. 47-52) tries to bring his theory of anathymiaseis and pneuma
into harmony both with the mediating role of the daimones and the orig-
inating role of the god. To the daimones as guards and overseers he at-
tributes the task of controlling the composition of the pneuma, which pro-
vides the Pythia with her divinatory capability, just as one elicits sounds
from a string instrument by means of a plectron. Above all reigns the god,
who also indicates through signs during the sacrificial ritual preceding the
consultation of the oracle whether this consultation is admissible. This,
again, depends not only on the current composition of the pneuma but also
on the question whether the Pythia’s current constitution is right to be put
into enthousiasmos by the pneuma. Finally Lamprias adds that the force of
the pneuma is on the one hand “divine” but on the other - like all things
between Earth and Moon — not imperishable.

Lamprias concludes in ch. 52 by exhorting all participants of the con-
versation to reflect further on these matters, adding that he knows very
well that there are points which might provide the basis for arguing the
contrary.

The engagement with the theory of inspiration in this treatise is some-
what different from that in De Pythiae oraculis. It is true that here too an
effort is made to ‘defuse” a problematic diagnosis by an explanation that
leaves traditional religious notions untouched: on the one hand prophecy
must not be separated from the gods, on the other the belief in their car-
ing for this world must not be compromised by the assumption that they
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would deprive humanity of the support of prophecy which they had once
granted. De Pythiae oraculis, however, presents the claim that inspiration
has dried up as based upon a certain (observed) situation; in De defectu
oraculorum the end of inspiration is the situation itself. While therefore in
De Pythiae oraculis Theon needs to do no more than explain why Delphi
has passed from verse to prose in another way, in De defectu oraculorum the
efforts at explanation quickly lead to positive statements about the divina-
tory process itself (which might be discussed quite apart from the actual
problem considered here).!> Among these statements is Ammonius’ hy-
pothesis (38. 431B-C) that the daimones, being nothing but souls freed from
the connection with a body, could enter into contact with souls which are
still within bodies and produce “representations of future things” in them,
just as people in everyday life communicate some things without voice,
by writing, by looks or by touch (some of this appears again in De genio
Socratis 20.588D-E and 589B). In 39.431D—40.432D Lamprias assumes the
divinatory force to be in the human soul itself and thinks that it must be
activated by an exhalation of the earth and freed from control through the
rational mind by introducing a suitable disposition in the body to which it
belongs. In ch. 41 we even find conjectures about the physical effects the
pneuma might have on the soul.

There remains, however, the question whether Plutarch himself can be
shown to adhere to any of these ideas as a firm conviction or doctrine.

When Cleombrotus undertakes his attempt to explain the silencing of
the oracles by the hypothesis that they have been deserted by the daimones
looking after them, he declares that he is not the first to do so but comes
“after many others” (15.418C). The fundamental ideas concerning the dai-
mones in ch. 13-15 very probably derive from Xenocrates,!® Plato’s second
successor as head of the Academy, who in the late 4 century integrated
the thoughts which his master had uttered about the daimones as mediators
between gods and men in the Diotima myth of the Symposium (202d-203a)
in his conception of the world, turned them into dogma and thus prepared
the way for the philosophic belief in daimones, which spread widely in sub-
sequent times.!* It would certainly be going to far to detect in the mention
of the “many” in 15.418C a reference to Xenocrates.!> Nevertheless it seems
probable —in view of the Platonic model (in the Symposium the daimones are

12 See ScHRODER 1990, 67-9.

13 See Hrinze 1892, 81-2. The number of relevant fragments is — in the now authoritative
edition by Margherita IsNARDI PARENTE (there fr. 213 and 222-30) - still the same as in
HEeinze. Almost all of them come from Plutarch, most of them from De defectu oraculorum.

!4 Of less influence was the roughly contemporary Epinomis, which has been transmitted
as part of the Corpus Platonicum; its author develops the Symposium passage not unlike
Xenocrates (984d-985b).

15 Thus F. JAGeRr, De oraculis quid veteres philosophi iudicaverint (Diss. Rostock 1909, Borna
1910) 26. Surely Xenocrates had no reason yet to look for causes for the silencing of oracles.
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responsible, inter alia, for prophecy) and of the idea of mediation between
gods and men — that Xenocrates also attributed a role in divination to the
daimones. In any case, this was no original thought in Plutarch’s time: the
Neo-Pythagoreans who according to Diogenes Laertius 8.32 held this be-
lief belong at the latest in Hellenistic times, and Stobaeus claims that the
Stoics defined divination as knowledge concerning the signs coming from
gods or daimones (Eclogae 2.7.5b.12 p. 67,16-19 Wachsmuth; cf. Posidonius
fr. 108 Edelstein / Kidd, where daimones in any case play a role concerning
dreams).

The conviction, then, that daimones have responsibility for divination
seems to have been fairly widespread. On the other hand, it cannot have
been communis opinio. This is shown by the debate in Plutarch’s treatise
and by the way in which the unknown man from the Red Sea is presented
(21.421B) as tracing divination back to daimones; and it does not look as
if Plutarch himself was convinced of the importance of the daimones for
divination, much less for the Delphic Oracle in particular.!® Not (primar-
ily) because there is nothing about this in De Pyth. or.: what is presented
there might still be valid if we wanted to introduce a separate ‘level’ for dai-
mones between the god and the Pythia. We would simply get a digression
in Theon’s argument, if he had chosen to speak of daimones.}” In fact we
find clear clues for Plutarch’s reluctance also within De defectu oraculorum.
Ammonius, who as Plutarch’s teacher is always a very authoritative voice,
wants from the start to look for the cause for the oracles” silence among
the gods (ch. 8), and in 46.435A he clearly signals his unease with the ‘de-
monological” explanation and its premises. Lamprias — in the speech in
which he introduces the divinatory importance of exhalations of the earth
— totally loses sight of the daimones, makes them superfluous (at least in
view of the main question) by explaining the drying-up of an oracle as
the result of meteorological and geological processes, and then — having
been admonished by Ammonius - tries to integrate them, the god and the
pneuma into a comprehensive conception, which causes him no little trou-
ble. In this conception the role of the god — which, of course, especially in
Delphi had to remain predominant — does not become very clear. The dai-
mones are now allowed to regulate the pneuma, which, however, had been
introduced in the first place to present a natural cause for the disappear-
ance of the divinatory force. In the concluding words of the treatise Lam-
prias readily concedes that his construct can only be provisional and that
grave difficulties result from it.!® Cleombrotus - at the end of his speech —

16 This is not contradicted by De facie in orbe lunae 30.944C: this passage belongs to a myth
which has been conceived precisely under this premise, which is here regarded as worthy
of consideration.

V7 See ScHRODER 1990, 69-70.

'8 D. Basut, “La composition des Dialogues Pythiques de Plutarque et le probleme de
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presents the application of demonology to the question raised at the begin-
ning as something distinctly hazardous, and in ch. 16 a controversy erupts
around certain aspects, which goes on until ch. 37 without leading to a re-
sult that is universally accepted. Not least Cleombrotus himself appears in
a somewhat doubtful light. In 2.410A-B we learn that he is a wide-ranging
traveller in far-away lands, collecting material there for a philosophy with
theological orientation. Such a man will be particularly — indeed, exces-
sively — susceptible to far-fetched lore about daimones.'

About the hypothetical character of the remarks on the pneuma, the main
points have essentially been made. The treatise as a whole keeps a cau-
tious distance from it, and this is all the more interesting, because what is
said here overlaps with what may be called the vulgate conception (well
attested since Cicero, De div. 1.38) of how at least the Delphic Oracle func-
tioned.?’ It is often connected with the claim that there was a fissure in
the earth from which the pneuma arose, which the Pythia approached, and
above which she took her seat. Such an opening has not been found, and
at least until some time ago there was agreement that the geological pre-
conditions for such a fissure with real exhalations were lacking; this point
has recently been debated again.?! In any case the way in which Lamprias
and the others speak about pneuma and anathymiasis demonstrates that one
could speculate about this phenomenon as a material one but not palpably
prove it.?? The idea that a pneuma coming out of the earth was the deci-
sive means of Delphic inspiration seems to have developed in an interplay
(which we cannot now disentangle) of popular belief with philosophy and
to have gained considerable influence. We may asssume that Plutarch, too,
did not wholly escape from this influence. It is striking that in De Pyth.
or. 17.402B, where the dangerous inference from the end of versification
to the failure of inspiration is stated, this failure of inspiration is directly
conceived as the disappearance of the pneuma, although the more detailed
circumstances of this will not play any role in what follows. In any case
Plutarch does not commit himself to the pneuma in De defectu oraculorum.

leur unité,” Journal des Savants 1992, 2, [187-234] 223 (= BaBuT 1994, [457-504] 493) possibly
overrates the weight to be attributed to Lamprias’ exposition in comparison with the other
contributions to the discussion in this dialogue.

!9 Nevertheless Cleombrotus is taken quite seriously, as is shown — against earlier in-
terpretations — by Basut 1994b. This paper also presents a well-considered and balanced
general judgment on the importance of theory about daimones in De defectu oraculorum.

2 For references see AMANDRY 1950, 215-30.

*! Cf. JounsTON 2008, 47-50.

?? See AMANDRY 1950, 221-2.
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3. De genio Socratis

Let us now consider De genio Socratis. As has been stated at the beginning,
the problem of the Socratic daimonion is a very special case of divination.
As far as people knew, Socrates was the only one ever to claim a connection
with such a daimonion, and somehow he seemed to conceive it as something
coming from outside.??

We shall see that Plutarch’s handling of this phenomenon is not marked-
ly different from the way in which he approaches problems of divination
in the other two treatises discussed above. Let us have a closer look at
the relevant chapters, their train of thought, and the connections between
them.

The discussion starts in ch. 9 with the polemical reaction by Galaxi-
dorus (who appears on the stage as a resolute rationalist) to the account
(given in ch. 8) of the appearance of Theanor, who claims to have been
instigated to his voyage to Thebes by “dreams and distinct apparitions”,
which admonished him to perform certain cultic acts at the tomb of Ly-
sis. Theanor then spent the night at this tomb to find out whether Tt ...
daupoviov (“something daemonic”) would dissuade him from his inten-
tion to take Lysis’ body home. In Galaxidorus” eyes, such recourse to en-
lightenment by the divine is no conduct worthy of a philosopher, who is
obliged to justify his actions rationally. For Galaxidorus, a model of this is
Socrates.

To this the seer Theocritus objects that Socrates always talked of his dai-
monion, which shows that Socrates, too, did not refuse to avail himself of
help from divine inspiration (9.580B—end of ch. 10). With this, we are al-
ready in the middle of the main discussion.

Galaxidorus does not want to see Socratic rationality diminished, and
to defend it he chooses to normalise it. The daimonion (he claims) was noth-
ing special; on the contrary, Socrates used some form of everyday divina-
tion, and even this only if he could not reach a decision by rational means
(11.580F-581A). Polymnis at first seems to confirm this assessment, relat-
ing how Terpsion ascribed a whole system of interpreting sneezes coming
from others or from oneself to Socrates; after that, however, he raises the
obvious objection that Socrates himself talked of the daimonion and not of
sneezes, that a man of such firm resolutions would hardly have let him-
self be determined to do or not to do something just by a sneeze, and,
finally, that the contents of his predictions were too important for such
signs (11.581A-E). Phidolaus agrees and asks Simmias — who is not only
the brightest mind in this circle, but also formerly enjoyed intimate fa-

3 In Plato’s Apology (40a) Socrates himself talks of divination, and Xenophon apologet-
ically places the daimonion on the same level as everyday sorts of divination practiced by
others (Mem. 1.1.2-9 and Apol. 12-3).
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miliarity with Socrates — to refute Galaxidorus’ claims. But before Sim-
mias starts to speak, Galaxidorus justifies himself, presenting two argu-
ments (12.581F-582B) to defend the variety of divination which he ad-
duced. Firstly (he says), nothing militates against the assumption that
great events are announced by trivial signs; this is often the case also in
medicine and in observations of the weather by seamen. Secondly, we
do not perceive the connections of such signs with future events, but this
is no reason to reject their use. A third argument (12.582B-C) is to bring
his hypothesis into harmony with what Socrates said about himself: when
Socrates mentioned his “daimonion”, he need not have meant more than
that such signs are caused by the divine, which uses them like instruments
to indicate things.2*

One may get the impression that Galaxidorus has painted himself into
a corner.”” It was probably not his original intention to defend everyday
divination, as he does in his first two arguments. His main interest surely
was to show that no great importance should be attached to the daimonion.
His third argument is downright dubious: it is really hard to believe that
Socrates used a means of everyday divination and then always claimed
this as his daimonion.?

Simmias’ comment is for the time being postponed, because the circle
now turns to other topics. At the beginning of ch. 17 Plutarch removes the
narrator; when he returns at the end of ch. 19, we are told (20.588C) that
he has missed Simmias” speech (which had been announced in 12.581E-F
and 582C) against Galaxidorus’ propositions. Simmias now is just begin-
ning with affirmative statements of his own, setting out how he himself
conceives the daimonion.

Thus the reader might think that the refutation of Galaxidorus” hypoth-
esis is withheld from him and that something totally new and independent
is now starting. This, however, is not the case: there is a close connec-
tion of thought between ch.s 9-12 on the one hand and Simmias” speech
(20.588C-21.589F), as well as Timarchus’ story presented by him
(21.589F-23.592F) and Theanor’s theory in ch. 24 on the other.

* There s only a superficial similarity of this passage with the “theory of the instrument”
in De Pythiae oraculis (see above pp. 148-9).

% Cf. Corru 1970, 51.

% This reasoning looks like a curious exaggeration of what Xenophon says in Mem.
1.1.3-4. Xenophon wants to defend Socrates against the accusation of having wanted to
introduce “new gods” (daiuovia). For this purpose he compares the practice of Sokrates
with the use of “technical” divination by others. These people (Xenophon says) surely
believe that the signs they use derive from the gods, but talk of birds and other signs as
sources for their predictions. Socrates, on the contrary, correctly spoke not of the sign but
of the divine behind it. The “voice” on which Socrates relied is (differently from the par-
allel passage Xen. Apol. 12-3) not mentioned explicitly, which suits Xenophon’s intention.
He does, however, not go so far as to identify the daimonion with one of the known kinds
of everyday divination; this is only done by Galaxidorus.
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Galaxidorus has tried to fit the Socratic daimonion into what the theory
of prophecy developed by the Stoics called “technical divination”.?” The
forms of divination belonging to this domain are based on the interpre-
tation of signs in a more or less rational way, something which everyone
can learn.”?® Galaxidorus has objected to an explanation of the daimonion
according to which Socrates claimed to have an irrational and privileged,
even individual, access to divine knowledge. No doubt the seer Theocri-
tus has such an explanation in mind, when he first introduces the daimo-
nion into the conversation in 9.580B-10.580C.%° He definitely thinks that
Socrates practised what the Stoic system called “natural” divination.

The account given by Simmias in what follows is calculated in content
and structure of the argument to show that an interpretation of the phe-
nomenon within the frame of “natural” divination is perfectly possible and
admissible, and that we will prefer such an interpretation in order not to
accuse Socrates (Whose modest discretion is brought out in 20.588C) of pre-
tentiousness. With this, Galaxidorus is implicitly refuted. One of the major
reasons why Plutarch made the direct confrontation between Galaxidorus
and Simmias vanish in the “gap of the narrative”, may have been that he
did not want to diminish the effect of the following lines of reasoning.>
It is also well-calculated that Galaxidorus” argument ends in 12.582B—-C
precisely with the dubious claim that Socrates could have spoken of the
daimonion even if he actually followed sneezes. This remains a difficulty,
and whoever wants to save — or rather: not lightly give up — the tradition
about Socrates and his good reputation, needs to do nothing more than just
to present an hypothesis which avoids this difficulty and at the same time
explains Socrates” direct access to the divine and his privileged position.

Simmias’ reasoning is structured in the following way:

First of all, he conjectures — in keeping with the attitude to divine rev-
elations exhibited by Socrates in other contexts — that Socrates” experience
of the daimonion may not have been totally different from that which we
can make in dreams, when we believe we hear something, but in reality
only receive the content of a thought without hearing a voice. While nor-
mal people can have such an experience only in their sleep — after their
soul has been freed from the chaos of their everyday cares and passions
and attained a state of peace —, one may believe that Socrates had such ex-

% For the division of divination in “technical” and “natural” divination see Fr. PrEFFER,
Studien zur Mantik in der Philosophie der Antike (Meisenheim am Glan 1976) 57-9.

* By referring to Terpsion (11.581A) and by stating that Simmias and his friends “did
not think highly” (21.589F) of the representatives of such an explanation of the daimonion,
Plutarch creates the impression that this explanation was already current among the So-
cratics of the 4th century. There is no direct evidence for this.

¥ From the very start Galaxidorus suspects people who talk about direct contact to the
divine of presumption; see 9.579F-580B.

% There is not much sense in speculating what Simmias could have said in this gap.
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periences also when awake, because of his inner peace and self-command.
Socrates’ soul (Simmias continues) was accessible to impressions and able
always to react to outer influences; such influences, however, we might
think of as coming from a daimon, who would have been able to touch
Socrates” mind with the mere content of a thought.

So far this is a mere hypothesis about the character of the Socratic daimo-
nion, formulated as a cautious conjecture (20.588C-E). Now Simmias sets
out to justify it as such.

He tries — without explicitly referring to Socrates — to demonstrate as
plausible that a communication by such a sublime path is conceivable. To
achieve this, he starts by devaluing communication by voice in compari-
son with the purely spiritual one which he has assumed. Taking over and
accentuating a phrase from Plato’s Timaeus (67b), he compares the sound of
the voice to a “blow”, by which the thought is somehow “beaten” into the
soul via the ears. Humans need such rough means when they communi-
cate with each other; a superior being, however, and a suitably structured
soul do not need such a “blow”. For them the mere touch by the thought
is sufficient, and the soul willingly — and without any resistance induced
by the passions — submits to the direction which is offered to it. This de-
scription derives its plausibility at first from basic assumptions made by
Platonizing philosophy, but is then supported by a conclusion from the
inanimate to the animate: if even big ships can be set on another course
and then held to it by small tillers and if the potter's wheel can by virtue of
its form be kept in regular motion by the tip of the finger, surely the soul
can be set in motion by the mere touch of a thought. After all, the roots of
passions and impulses reach into the seat of intellectual capability, and if
this is disturbed, they, too, are presently set in motion.

When the impulses in turn stir the body in the end it is the thought
within the soul which is responsible for the process. The details of how
this happens may not be clear, but the fact that the soul is able to set those
heavy masses in motion (Simmias goes on, again using an argumentum a
maiore ad minus) entitles us to assert the possibility that the human spirit
can be moved by a superior or more divine spirit or the thoughts of this
spirit respectively.

Up to this point the claim seems justified that direct contact between a
human intellect and that of a daimon working upon it from outside should
be possible. The question now naturally arises in what way this might hap-
pen. This is, of course, no less impenetrable than the mechanisms which
transform the thoughts of a mind into the motion of a body, and there-
fore Simmias’ statements regarding this point (589B tw yao 6vtL — 589D
avOwmoug KaAovueV) remain extraordinarily vague:
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Simmias first says that the daimones “shine” into the souls, but this seems
to be a mere metaphor to indicate that direct transmission of thoughts is
superior to communication via the sounds of voices.?!

After this Simmias introduces — with much reserve — the possibility that,
like the voice, thoughts also can perhaps be transmitted through the air, the
soul at rest in itself being, once again, superior in perceptive capacity to the
normal soul.

This consideration, however, is not pursued further; rather, in 589D-E,
Simmias, once more using the analogy of dreams in sleep which he had al-
ready used at the beginning of his speech, now formulates a reductio ad ab-
surdum of the opposing position, and finally concludes with the argument
that — as daemonic inspiration during sleep is accepted by most people —
only someone who does not take account of the difference between the soul
of Socrates and that of a normal human being can deny the possibility that
Socrates received such inspiration also while being awake.

In summary, Simmias’ argument is the following: Nothing militates
against our regarding that which is transmitted as pure thoughts (not con-
verted into sounds), just as they are believed by many to come to us out of
a higher sphere while we are dreaming. This purely spiritual influencing
of the human mind by a superior one may seem quite plausible, consider-
ing how the body, too, is steered by the thoughts of the human mind. The
fact that it was just Socrates who received messages from the daimonion can
be explained by the philosophical calm of his soul, which made him more
susceptible to such purely mental contacts.

Simmias does not seek a comprehensive explanation of how the dai-
monion functions. His aim is more modest: to make it plausible to re-
gard the daimonion of which Socrates used to talk, and which seemed to
have an effect on his actions, as a phenomenon of direct inspiration and
not necessarily — as Galaxidorus thinks — as an instance of simple “techni-
cal’ divination.3? Furthermore Simmias gives reasons why it was Socrates
who received such inspiration, while it is denied to others. One may re-
gard Galaxidorus’ scepticism as refuted, in view of the problematic conse-
quences for the image of Socrates which would spring from it. In harmony
with this is Simmias’ remark (at the end of his argument, in 21.589F) that he
and his friends in the Socratic circle had agreed on this account of the dai-
monion and rejected the idea that it might belong to ‘technical” divination.
The theory of daimones is not very important here, being only a premise
and not the theme of Simmias’ discourse.?® The word daimon appears (it

*! See ScuroDER 1990, 155

32 To illustrate this one may contrast Simmias’ argument, which is consciously set out
as a hypothesis, with the dogmatic certainty of Calcidius and Hermias presenting similar
ideas in the same context (see the translation of their texts in the Appendix, below pp. 202.
204-207).

% See Basut 1969, 432.
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seems) only three times, otherwise Simmias uses the much vaguer daimo-
nion or talks of “higher powers”. 589B is the only passage which could
not be phrased as it is (or in a very similar way) under the premise that
inspiration comes from a god; here indeed the argument is founded on the
relationship between the daemonic soul and the human soul, much as in
De def. or. 38.431B-C.

After this reasoning, which Simmias presents on his own account and
on that of friends belonging to the circle of Socrates,* he relates (in ch.s
21-23) Timarchus’ report of what he experienced in the Oracle of Tropho-
nius at Lebadeia, after which (in ch. 24) Theanor, the Pythagorean arrived
from Southern Italy, also contributes to the discussion.?

The myth of Timarchus does not need to be covered here as a whole,
as that will be done by W. Deuse (see below, pp. 173-5. 177-8. 181-83.
191. 194-7). I will restrict myself to what is said in it about the relationship
between daimon and soul and about divination.

Every soul - so Timarchus is told in 22.591D-F - has its share of reason,
but that part of it with which it gets involved with bodies and passions,
is prone to degeneration. The degree of this degeneration is in each case
different. In any case the remaining reasonable part hovers above the part
that has become irrational (it is pointed out to Timarchus that looking more
closely he may see the connections between the two parts) and tries to pre-
vent its drowning and perishing. On closer inspection, the part hovering
above is seen to be not an integral part of the respective human being, but
outside of it, i.e. the daimon of the person concerned.

Timarchus goes on to report (591F-592C) that he saw these daimones
going up and down like corks which have to keep a net in balance on the
sea, some of them more than others. Some were also moving vehemently
and erratically, and the explaining voice told him that those daimones who
moved at ease and in a regular way had to control rather docile souls (or
irrational parts of souls), while those moving jerkily had great difficulties
in keeping under control souls whose lack of education made them re-
calcitrant and disobedient. It takes a considerable time (the explanation
continues) to tame such souls and accustom them to obey the signals of
their daimon. Other souls, however, have this inclination and ability from
the beginning, and it is to these that humans gifted for divination belong.
The explanations of the voice conclude in 592C-D with the story of Hermo-

I cannot discuss possible sources here. There are good surveys of the proposals made
and controversies raised in Lartanzi 1933, 44-9 and CorrLu 1970, 56-60.

% On the relationship (which will be some importance in what follows) of these three
contributions to the discussion to each other see D. BasuT, “La doctrine démonologique
dans le De Genio Socratis de Plutarque: cohérence et fonction,” L information littéraire 35
(1983) 201-5, and K. D6RING, “Plutarch und das Daimonion des Sokrates”, Mnemosyne 38
(1984) 376-92, with assessments that in part differ from each other and from what is argued
above.
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timus (whom Plutarch erroneously calls “Hermodorus”) of Clazomenae,
whose soul allegedly used to leave his body (like a shaman) and thus to
acquire knowledge of things happening at great distances. This story has
to be corrected inasmuch as to talk of a real separation of soul from body
here is inadmissible; rather, the soul remained in the body, but kept its dai-
mon on a long leash so that he could roam far and wide and have a lot of
tales to tell.

Here, too, daimones play a role in the divinatory process, and again a
calm willingness to be guided, undisturbed by passions, is a prerequi-
site for inspiration by the daimon. Thus far Simmias” considerations and
Timarchus’ vision go together. There are, however, also important differ-
ences. In Simmias’ theory there is not a word about a stable and continu-
ous connection of Socrates with one particular daimon; moreover Simmias
assumed that the inspiring daimon was outside Socrates’ soul and person,
while the myth of Timarchus presents it (in one aspect at least) as an in-
gredient of the individual soul.

Let us now turn to the Pythagorean Theanor. It is the aim of his speech
to underpin the hypothesis that certain individuals have privileged access
to divine inspiration, taking account of the fact that the gods grant their
special favour to the best of humans. This idea is then connected with the
(Pythagorean) doctrine of metempsychosis, which already played a part in
the myth of Timarchus (22.591C). Daimones (Theanor says) are souls which
have passed through the whole cycle of rebirths and become free. These
souls feel sympathy with others who have not yet attained the same goal
but are very near to it. The souls who have made progress but are still in-
carnate and still have to make the last steps, are supported by the daimones
in question with the permission of the god.

Again we find common ground with the other two sections of the text,
but also differences. In harmony with the myth of Timarchus —but without
a corresponding idea in Simmias’ speech — Theanor assumes a firm connec-
tion between the individual soul and the daimon inspiring it, following the
popular conception of an individual protecting daimon.3® Like Simmias,
but unlike the revelation of Timarchus he resolutely separates the daimon
from the inspired soul. The prominence of Pythagorean metempsychosis
is new: in the myth of Timarchus it is not explicitly connected with the
problem of divination, and in Simmias’ speech it plays no role at all.

Theanor, however, certainly does not want to correct Simmias. His
speech begins with an expression of total agreement with what Simmias
has said in his own name. Theanor’s contribution once more tries to come
to grips with the point that most fuels the doubts of sceptics like Galaxi-
dorus: why is Socrates allowed to have experiences which are denied to
others? Such a claim — expressed by Socrates himself — was the main stim-

36 Cf. BaBut 1969, 431-4.
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ulus for Galaxidorus” polemics, and Simmias, too, tried to deal with it at
the end. Theanor’s words are suited to confirm Simmias’ reasoning insofar
as they lend plausibility to the idea that an excellent and philosophically
purified soul has privileged access to divine knowledge transmitted by a
daimon. Still, the thrust of Theanor’s thoughts is different: it is concerned
with religion and morals, not (as Simmias) with physics and psychology.
The main aspects of Simmias’ discourse play no part in Theanor’s consid-
erations, the ideas most stressed by Theanor are not present in Simmias’
reasoning, and both speakers reach their goal — to explain the special sta-
tus of Socrates — by different ways. On the other hand we may not say that
Simmias’ arguments would become wholly invalid, if Theanor were right.
Most of what Simmias has said might even be used to develop Theanor’s
theory further. Admittedly the remarks of ch. 20 are based on the assump-
tion that the daimones” messages are in principle directed at everyone, pro-
vided his soul fulfils the relevant requirements.37 Still, the differences in
receptivity might find a place within the frame of Theanor’s considerations,
if one wanted to inquire into the ways and means of transmission, which
he has not got in view at all. The other point concerning which difficulties
might arise is the divinatory dream, which for Simmias represents a com-
monly shared experience of daemonic messages and is therefore of great
importance for his argument. Theanor tells us nothing about a ‘basic pro-
vision” of dreams provided by daimones to all or most humans; to do this
would surely endanger the logical consistency of his speech. The differ-
ence, however, between a divinatory dream and the kind of favour granted
to Socrates by the daimones is surely so great that there is no real incompat-
ibility in this respect between the positions of Simmias and Theanor.3
The case is similar with the revelation reported by Timarchus. It is in-
troduced by Simmias in 21.589F and concluded in 23.592F in such a way
as to suggest the impression that he feels confirmed by it. He may indeed
well be, because the myth supports the assumption that a few calm souls
freed from body and passions have access to superhuman knowledge. Inti-
mately connected with this is an explanation how this superior knowledge
comes into being. Differences of detail need not bother Simmias, (i) be-
cause the myth’s conception of daimones suggests an interpretation of the
daimonion which in itself would be quite adequate to make Galaxidorus’
interpretation of the daimonion unnecessary, and (ii) because Timarchus’
account has the form of a Platonic myth and not a systematic philosophi-
cal demonstration. And to overcome his residual doubts, Simmias indeed
accepts Theocritus” helpful observation (in 21.589F) that also the “‘mythical’
may at least partially lead to the truth. Theanor, for one, sets Timarchus’

% Thus Hirzer 1895, IT 160 n. 0 (starting as note 2 on p. 158).
% The limited importance of the discrepancies is stressed also by Larranzi 1933, 66-7
and CorrLu 1970, 81.
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report aside as not criticisable (24.593A), but agrees with him in the one
main aspect: that of a continuous connection of at least some human be-
ings with a daimon.

4. Conclusion

Let us, in conclusion, compare the dialogue about Socrates’ daimonion with
the two treatises on oracles.

When Simmias tries to show the superfluity of an hypothesis that might
lead to dangerous consequences, his procedure is not unlike that of the de-
baters in De defectu oraculorum and especially that of Theon in De Pythiae
oraculis. The respect for Socrates and his testimony about himself — trans-
mitted in different ways by Plato and Xenophon and vouched for by Sim-
mias in this dialogue situation from his own experience — plays a role simi-
lar to that of the respect for traditional religious ideas in the other two trea-
tises. The myth stands by itself. Theanor’s speech introduces a dogmatic
element: his contribution to the discussion is phrased more confidently
and argues less cautiously than Simmias’. Theanor regards metempsy-
chosis as incontrovertible fact, and he does not show much doubt regard-
ing the combination of this doctrine with the idea of the daimones which
he presents. From the beginning, however, Theanor is characterized as
a particularly orthodox Pythagorean (cf. also ch. 16) and subscribes to a
theory which the reader may regard as strongly coloured by his spiritual
upbringing. Moreover, when he has spoken the conversation is broken off.
As the scope of his explanations is limited as compared to those of Simmias
(Theanor just supplements Simmias” arguments from his own special per-
spective), we may take this breaking-off as meaning that nobody gets the
opportunity to raise critical questions. There is no reason to think that
Plutarch meant Theanor’s words to be the last word in this matter, even
though he may have harboured much sympathy (though perhaps not as
much as Simmias) for metempsychosis.

The notion of the daimones and their importance for divinatory pro-
cesses, which is introduced in so roundabout a way in De def. or. and
meant to provide a starting point for the solution of the problem discussed
there, is a simple premise in Simmias’ considerations and does not have
any great significance for his argument. There is no talk of a mediating
role of daimones here, nor would it have looked very convincing in connec-
tion with the theme under discussion.®® Explicit theories and beliefs about
daimones are contained in Timarchus’ report, but here there are also many
other things which do not fit easily with Simmias” speech, while Theanor

% For a similar reason also the term enthousiasmos, which appears in both treatises on
oracles, is missing in De genio Socratis.
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just puts the myth on one side. In his speech, however, the daimones are
really needed: the explanation of Socrates’ privileged position given in it
is actually based on a specific connection of the doctrine of daimones and
metempsychosis.

However, considering what we have said about the validity of Theanor’s
statements this can hardly be the real reason why daimones are taken ac-
count of in our dialogue. Soon after Plutarch’s time other treatises were
written about the daimonion: Maximus of Tyrus treated the topic in his dis-
courses 8 and 9, Apuleius of Madaura wrote a whole book De deo Socratis.
Both authors interpret the daimonion by connecting it with theories about
daimones. We may therefore assume that this view of the phenomenon was
widespread already in Plutarch’s time, even though evidence is lacking.

There is not much that would indicate a firm opinion of Plutarch regard-
ing belief in daimones. The belief plays a role in a considerable number of
his writings which cannot be discussed here, but in them, too, observations
can be made that are similar to those we have made here. Moreover, the
various passages exhibit considerable factual differences. It is nowadays
communis opinio that Plutarch was indeed much interested in belief in and
theories about daimones, but that he did not go beyond considering —in var-
ious contexts — the existence and importance of such intermediate beings
as a possibility.4

We can therefore hardly claim that Plutarch presented either a theory
about the role of daimones in the process of inspiration of which he was
convinced himself, or a system of doctrines on divination or inspiration in
general. What we are dealing with in his case, is on the one hand a firm
belief in divination as it had always been practised and in the providence
of a god shown by it, and on the other a determination to defend this be-
lief against attacks as well as possible by presenting hypothetically plausi-
ble arguments. From the thoughts expressed in the several discussions he
keeps a distance that is well suited to his loyalty to the basic Sceptic ten-
dency of the Platonic School. With this goes a cautious modesty and wary
restraint in his judgment about things divine, and an aversion to attempts
to confront traditional beliefs with all-too-astute criticisms (cf. De Pyth. or.
18.402E; De def. or. 47.435E; De sera numinis vindicta 4.549E-550A; Amato-
rius 13.756 A-B).4! 1t fits well with this that in De genio Socratis he wishes
to protect Socrates against interpretations like that of Galaxidorus, and to
free him from the suspicion of being pretentious.

% The most important presentation of the opposing view is made by Soury 1942; cf. also
the judgment by Baut 1969, 435-6. Against this, see D. A. RusseLy, Plutarch (London 1973)
75-8; DiLLoN 1996, 216-24; Brenk 1986, 2117-30. See also (once more) Basut 1994b.

4 Cf. J. OpsoMER, “Divination and Academic ‘Scepticism” according to Plutarch,” in:
VAN DER StockT 1996, 165-94. On Plutarch’s basic religious attitude see also Basut 1969,
504-27.



Plutarch’s eschatological myths

Werner Deuse

1. Preliminary remarks

In Plutarch’s eschatological myths the reader will discover himself as a
player in a universal drama of guilt and atonement, success and failure, in
which his future — which, as he discovers, was also his past —is significantly
revealed (before a truly cosmic background) as something now brilliantly
bright, now threateningly dark. This drama is a Tua res agitur, transposed
from the earthly present into the temporal and spatial dimensions of the
cosmos, from which the reader can hardly escape.

Of the three myths which will be discussed here,! two (in De sera und
in De facie) are integrated into the course of the presentation, so that they
form the grand final act of a series of arguments, which are developed in
lively discussion. Many times announced and full of powerful mythical
imagery, they transcend the preceding logos, and the reader has the task
of interpreting both the myth by means of the logos (as rational argument)
and the logos by means of the myth; for Plutarch declines to be a guide
and interpreter, as the concluding words of De facie show (945D): After its
myth (u0B0g)? has been told by Sulla as the tale (A6yoc) of a stranger, Sulla
remarks: “You and your companions, Lamprias, may make what you will
of the tale (Adyoc).”? In De sera Plutarch even teases the reader with the de-
ceptive hope that he will be enlightened: The dialogue ends with the myth
itself, without further comment on it; but shortly before the myth is told
Olympichus remarks (563B, after Plutarch, who is one of the participants,
has ended his argument): “We do not applaud, lest you imagine we are
letting you off from the myth (uv0og), on the ground that your argument
suffices to prove your case. No; we shall pass judgement only when we
have heard that further recital.” The judgement of the participants, how-
ever, we never learn, so that a hint by Plutarch is lacking here as well. In
both cases the myth is neither a mere extra nor just a poetic game which

! They are treated in monographs by Beck 1953 and VERNIERE 1977.

2. 920B; 940F as translated by H. GérceEmaNNS, Plutarch, Das Mondgesicht (Ziirich 1968)
63: “meinen [i.e. Sulla’s] Mythos”; differently GORGEMANNS 1970, 53.

3 For De sera, the English quotations are taken from Eimnarson / DE Lacy 1959, for De
facie from CuERNIss 1957, and for De genio from that of Donald RusskLL in this volume.
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might allow us to neglect the significance of the myth for the whole work
or even not to take it seriously; on the contrary, the reader is called upon
to do for himself what was expected of the participants of both dialogues:
to continue the discussion and to do this now in the light of the myth.

In De genio, on the contrary, the myth is situated in the middle of the di-
alogue and apparently has — at first sight — hardly a real connection with its
general theme, i.e. the narrative of the liberation of Thebes; but it does have
a function within the discussion about the daimonion of Socrates. Here, too,
we may observe that much weight is ascribed to the myth, but that an in-
terpretation of it in the light of the preceding discussion fails to take place
and must again be supplied by the reader. Thus the Pythagorean Theanor,
when called upon to express his opinion, does not comment upon the myth
itself (which he calls Adyoc) at all, but simply states (593A): “My opinion
[...] is that Timarchus” account (A6yog) should be dedicated to the god, as
sacred and inviolable” — a judgement that does not permit us to call indi-
vidual assertions of the myth into question or examine them critically.

Aswe have seen, the myth, being a report or narrative, can also be called
‘logos’, so that we might assume that it may not be easy to make a distinc-
tion between myth and logos (the latter weighs arguments against each
other and is subject to rational demonstration, as well as being severely
critical of all assertions which cannot be verified empirically), especially as
in our three myths—apart from the sublime and dramatic cosmic experi-
ences, the geography of the Beyond, and the daimones as guides therein—
the structure of the Beyond, and dynamic of its processes are given a thor-
oughly rational basis. The closeness of myth to logos, however, does not
invalidate the differences, and this becomes particularly clear, when the
participants of the dialogues consider whether the myth might in fact be
understood as a logos. Compare Simmias” words in De genio 589F: “As
for the account of this which we heard from Timarchus of Chaeronea, it
is <more like> myth than rational argument (A0yolwc), and perhaps it is
best left unsaid”, to which Theocritus answers: “Not at all, tell us about
it. Myth too does touch on truth, even if not very precisely.” Similarly
Plutarch (as speaker in the dialogue) remarks in De sera 561B: “that [...] is
shown by an account (A6yog) I recently heard; but I fear you would take
it for a myth. I confine myself accordingly to probabilities (t¢ eikdtt)”, to
which Olympichus responds: “By no means do so, but let us have it too”,
after which Plutarch proposes: “First let me complete my account (A6yoc)
of the probabilities; later, if you decide, let us venture upon the myth — if
mythitis.” As the participants of the dialogues vacillate, they make it clear
that the dignity of logos may indeed be ascribed to the myth, but that the
myth’s approach to knowledge (to “truth’) is apparently so different and of
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such a special kind that the speaker who is going to relate the myth at first
hesitates to tell it or even does not want to tell it at all.*

Thus we may say that Plutarch so shapes the myths that they can and
should be interpreted. The myths do not primarily spring from an urge for
artistic creation, and they are not simply a compositional means for the aes-
thetic play of the author’s imagination. Of course, they also serve to “cite’
a tradition of literary style deriving from Plato and to satisfy the demands
of a sophisticated technique of dialogue, but this should not be taken as
the decisive reason why Plutarch introduces myths into his writings.

Summarily — and rather provisionally — we can describe the inner rela-
tionship between each of the three myths and the argumentative parts of
the three dialogues as follows.

(1) De facie: Important topics of the ‘scientific’ part — like the moon’s
earthly nature, its size and motion, the earth’s shadow and the moon’s
eclipse, the explanation of the moon’s surface (the “face of the moon”) —
are again taken up in the myth, individual hypotheses and explanations
are accepted, rejected, extended or interpreted afresh. At the end of the
‘scientific’ part (940C-F) some arguments for the habitability of the moon
are presented, thus providing a ‘bridge’ to the conception of the moon as
the place of the souls in the myth.

(2) De genio: Simmias” attempt to explain the daimonion of Socrates as a
phenomenon of direct contact between the nous of a daimon with the nous
of Socrates corresponds with the defining role that the freedom of the nous
from soul and body and the definition of the nous as daimon have in the
myth.

(3) De sera: The participants of this dialogue discuss the question why
God allows wrongdoers to suffer just punishment for their deeds only very
late and often not at all during their lifetime. The starting-point of this dis-
cussion is an Epicurean’s attack against divine providence (at the begin-
ning of the work, 548C): divine agency seems sufficiently refuted by the
fact that punishments are delayed. In the further course of the argument
Plutarch (as one of the participants of the dialogue) ventures the hypothe-
sis that the concept of divine providence must be combined with the idea
that the soul continues to exist after man’s death, 560F: “It is one and the
same argument, then, [...] that establishes both the providence of God and
the survival of the human soul, and it is impossible to upset the one con-
tention and let the other stand.” This paves the way to the myth: divine
justice is made complete by the punishment of the souls of wrongdoers
in the Beyond, and the doctrine of the soul, on which the myth is based,
is itself founded on the continuing existence of the soul as laid out in the
‘scientific” part.

4 On Plutarch’s myths see FERrRART 1995, 173-5; Hirsca-Lurrorp 2002, 13844, esp. 143;
ErseLe 2003, 336-9, FELpMmEIER 2003, 325-7.
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In the myths we thus (re-)encounter the topics of the dialogues’ argu-
ments in the guise of imaginative narrative. The story, however, that is
the core of the myth needs corroboration; for when the myth is introduced
in order to gain a wider perspective of understanding, it becomes neces-
sary to give a convincing justification of the particular advantage of this
perspective as against the procedure by rational argument. This purpose
is served by the introduction of informants who tell the story from their
own immediate experience. These guarantors, however, are never identi-
cal with those who relate the myth to the other participants of the dialogue
—a strategy of the author, which on the one hand guarantees the credibility
of the story and on the other relieves him from having to take responsibil-
ity for details, especially for those arising from the free play of imagination
and the delight in experimenting with ideas.

In De sera and De facie we even get a third person between the author
and the narrator of the myth functioning as its transmitter. In De sera Thes-
pesius (also called Aridaeus) is introduced as a relative and friend of Pro-
togenes, a well-known acquaintance of the participants of the dialogue;
Thespesius told him and other friends what he had seen in the Beyond,
after everybody could see that some quite extraordinary experience had to
be the cause for the radical change in his way of life, from a reckless rogue
to a good and pious man. So, the story came to Plutarch through Proto-
genes, and Plutarch relates it to the other participants of the dialogue.

In De genio, too, the author of the myth is — according to the fiction of
the dialogue — a historical person, who was closely connected to Socrates
and his circle: Timarchus, a friend of Socrates’ son Lamprocles. Timarchus
descends into the Oracle of Trophonius to learn something about the daimo-
nion of Socrates, and he then relates to Simmias and others what he has ex-
perienced during his removal into the world beyond, and Simmias tells his
story in De genio. Thespesius and Timarchus both report what happened
to them, and Plutarch leaves no doubt that these men are to regarded as
reliable and trustworthy witnesses: the death which was prophesied to
Timarchus during this vision has already happened, as Simmias remarks,
and of Thespesius’ surprising change of character we have already heard.

The myth related by Sulla in De facie has its origin with a widely-travel-
led stranger, who is highly educated in philosophy and natural sciences;
this stranger, however, does not draw on an immediate and personal expe-
rience of the Beyond as the two authors of the other myths do, but reports
what the daimones dwelling on the Isle of Kronos (to the west of Britain)
have taught him about the moon, when he stayed on this island for thirty
years. Later on the myth will make it clear that the daimones belong to the
moon and thence come down to earth to fulfil important tasks. It is just
such daimones that the stranger must have encountered on the Isle of Kro-
nos, which is described as an earthly paradise; there they look after Kronos,
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who sleeps in a deep cave, this sleep being the fetters that Zeus has or-
dained for him. These informants are, of course, even more to be believed
than human beings; Plutarch seems here to have succeeded in strengthen-
ing the grounds for credibility. For the same reason he makes Sulla stress
once more (at the very end of his tale) that the stranger has learned all this
from the servants of Kronos (945D): “[...] and he had the account, as he
said himself, from the chamberlains and servitors of Kronos.” This proof,
of course, rests wholly on the trustworthiness of the stranger. Does not his
report of the journey to the Isle of Kronos look all too much like the fan-
tastic tales of travel romances? The Carthaginian Sulla, however — who in
a long preliminary remark (which serves as the introduction to the myth)
portrays the stranger’s travels and his astonishing thirst for knowledge —
can point out that the stranger came to Carthage, because Kronos enjoys
high honours there,” and here he discovered holy books which had long re-
mained hidden. Who would refuse to believe such an extraordinary man?
Still, some doubts remain. How trustworthy is Sulla (who is perhaps too
partial regarding his native Carthage), and how are we to check whether
the stranger has really lived on the Isle of Kronos, especially as apparently
other travellers,® too, have heard of its existence? Compared with that,
both the fall of Thespesius and Timarchus’ visit in the famous oracular
cave — each being the prerequisite of their souls’” journeys — acquire a very
different degree of credibility: everything in these prerequisites is verifi-
able and very well attested; even Socrates himself would very much have
liked to hear Timarchus’ report from himself and to have asked him ques-
tions, if only he had learnt about it soon enough (592F).

In what follows we will — always starting with De genio — discuss topics
that play a part in all three myths. Our synopsis of them will bring out
with increasing clarity both common traits and differences, and it will fi-
nally help us to answer the question whether Plutarch’s myths are based
on a uniform and internally consistent conception of the Beyond and of the
eschatological conditions of the soul or whether the peculiarities and aims
of each work had priority over his wish to stress the unity of his concept.

> Emperius” textual supplement (tob Kobvou tupdc) 942C is fairly certain; cf. CHERNISS
1957, 191 n. b.

® The motif of the sleeping Kronos surrounded by daimones on an island west of Britain
is also found in De defectu oraculorum 419E-420A. There Demetrius of Tarsus (apparently
a historical figure, cf. ZieGLER 1964, 36) talks of the Isle of Kronos in connection with a
journey to these islands on an imperial mission. There have been (rather unconvincing)
attempts to identify this Demetrius with the “stranger”; see VERNIERE 1977, 102-3 and voN
ArniM 1921, 42-4.
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2. Travelling into the Beyond and eschatological
topography

In De genio and De sera humans hovering between life and death venture
into the world beyond: they are presumed dead (either because of a dan-
gerous fall, as in Thespesius’ case in De sera, or because, as in Timarchus’
case in De genio, a return out of the oracular cave is no longer expected),
but they are still alive, with their bonds to their bodies preserved, though
they have left the earth. In De facie no being crosses the frontier between
life and death, and a direct experience of separation from the body is not
part of the story.

In Timarchus’ case external agency leads to the separation of soul and
body: a blow on the head, accompanied by a loud noise, causes the su-
tures of the skull to open and release the soul (Yvxr). Thespesius falls
on his neck so unfortunately that his consciousness (his organ of thinking,
10 ¢poovovv, 563E) jumps out of his body, and he experiences a plunge
into the deep like a helmsman thrown off his ship;7 soon afterwards he
is lifted up a bit and feels as though he was breathing freely throughout
his whole being — Timarchus experiences the same® -, and then his gaze
reaches everywhere, as if his soul ({pvxr), 563E) had opened like a single
eye. Timarchus’ experience is different: he hears something before he
looks up, and he looks up, because he hears a pleasant whirring above
his head. As Timarchus (when looking up) can no more see the earth but
only shining islands, so Thespesius sees nothing of what was before but
only the stars in their mighty size. Not only is their beam of light brilliantly
coloured, but it also possesses vigorous energy (tovog), so that Thespesius’
soul, using this light as a vehicle, can move easily and quickly in every di-
rection. Thespesius sees very much more, of which he does not tell us; he
may have seen the sea of stars with its islands, coasts and mouths of fiery
rivers, which Timarchus describes in detail.

Timarchus reports that his soul — immediately after leaving the body,
but before breathing its sigh of relief and relaxing while extending —blends
with clear and pure air (Qog dépa davyn kat kaBaov, 590BC). This
phase is not related by Thespesius, who at once proceeds from breathing to
watching, but he, too, mentions the realm of air. However, it is not he that
is affected by it, but the souls of the dying ascending from below, whom he
observes undergoing the following change (563F/564A): they form a fire-
like bubble, while the air divides (i.e. while the air makes room for the
ascending souls’), then the bubble bursts and the soul in the form of a

7 On this, see note a by Einarson / DE Lacy 1959, 272.

8 De sera 563E: £dofev avarvely (“was breathing”) 6Aoc, De genio 590C avamnvevoat
(“to relax”) tote dokeiv, and what follows in De genio (“and become bigger than before,
like a sail being unfurled”) looks like a commentary on the word 6Aog in De sera.

o “They made a flamelike bubble as the air was displaced (é£i0tapévov 100 &épog), and
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human comes out of it. We may therefore say with certainty that for the
souls — after they have left their body and the earth — the realm of air is
the first stopping-place on their way. This is confirmed by De facie 943C,
where every soul has to stay in the space between earth and moon for a
certain time, the good ones “in the gentlest part of the air, which they call
‘the meads of Hades'”.!% The realm of air itself is apparently divided into
several regions: where the air is “gentlest”, the uppermost layer (so we
may assume) is reached, and this serves for cleansing the good souls from
remains of corporeal contacts. Probably this layer is also alluded to in De
sera, where two groups are distinguished among the ascending souls ac-
cording to their motions (564A): on the one hand those moving aimlessly to
and fro, on the other hand those moving straight up and probably identical
with those who seem cheerful to Thespesius, being situated ¢v drow!! Tov
ntepLéxovtog (564B), and so at the highest point of the space encompassing
the souls, i.e. of the realm of air.

Where exactly, however, are the observers Timarchus and Thespesius?
First of all, there is a remarkable difference between them: Timarchus does
not change his location; he may look more closely at things, but nowhere
is it said that he moves to another place in the Beyond. It is different
with Thespesius: Already at the beginning it is said that the starlight al-
lows his soul to move quickly and easily in every direction (563F). Thus
his relative — acting as knowledgeable cicerone of the Beyond — leads him
on beams of light like wings across a vast distance to a deep abyss, the
Place of Lethe (565E-566A), then across another distance just as vast to an-
other deep abyss into which mighty streams plunge as into a mixing bowl
(566A—C). And still he remains in motion: an attempt to get nearer to the
Oracle of Apollo fails, continuing on his way he listens to the Sibyl and
is finally driven in the opposite direction by the momentum of the moon
(566D-E). His next stop is the site of horrendous punishments, which he

then, as the bubble gently burst, came forth, human in form, but slight in bulk, [...].” FELD-
MEIER 2003, 115 translates: “wenn die Luft entwich” and comments (378, n. 3 on ch. 23):
“Im irdischen Leben war der Seele offenbar Luft beigemischt.” This, however, is contra-
dicted by the meaning of ¢€lotapat and the fact that the souls first have to cross the realm
of air. During this crossing the souls form the airy bubble as a fiery envelope, i.e. they
clothe themselves in particles of air when touching the air, which divides before them (see
also Einarson / DE Lacy 1959, 273 n. e). When Timarchus speaks of his soul as blending
with the clear (translucent, dixvyr|g) air, this might be a preliminary stage to or a variant
of the forming of the flame- or firelike ‘soul-bubble’.

10 ¢v 1) moaoTdTw TOD déQog, BV Aelu@vag Adov kaAovot. On Aelpwv see CHERNISS
1957, 201 n. c.

1 The majority of the manuscripts transmit k&ow, from which no sense can be gained
and which in Ambrosianus 859 is corrected to &xow; T (PoHLENZ) kaOaoq is read by Pa-
TON (citing the above-mentioned passage from De genio, 590BC: moog aéoa ... kaBaov)
and Emnarson / D Lacy 1959. If we choose PaToN’s conjecture, there are also different lay-
ers, i.e. of differing purity; should we, in this case, not expect a comparative or superlative?
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has to pass through. Even the end of the tale is characterized by change
of places: Thespesius wants to turn round, but is forbidden to do so; sud-
denly he finds himself again in his body, the change from the other world
into this being complete (568A).

The series of stops on this way through the Beyond may be interpreted
as follows: (1) Thespesius is at first where the souls arrive straight after
death; there he encounters not only the souls of the dying,'? but also those
whose death happened some time ago, like the soul of his guide through
the Beyond.!3 (2) Then his relative takes him to the Place of Lethe, an abyss
near which Thespesius’ soul and the other souls are abandoned by the car-
rying force of the light. The souls move down towards the abyss and -
not daring to fly across it — just circle it. We may assume that these other
souls!* correspond to those souls (or at least to some of them) whom Thes-
pesius has observed during and after their ascent, although this is not said
explicitly. Now the abyss of Lethe is not a dark and dreadful gorge, but a
place of Dionysiac joys,'® a paradise full of flowers, scents, laughter, play
and pleasure. It therefore exerts tremendous attraction, seducing the soul
to remember its existence within the body and thus enticing it to yearn for
the world of becoming. This abyss, then, is an intermediate stop for the
souls on their way back to earth, but for Dionysus (and later Semele as
well) it was the place of ascent (566A). Thespesius must not linger here.
We do not learn what happens to the souls circling round this seductive
abyss; evidently the scents wafting out of it have a beneficial effect on them.
Whether, however, these souls proceed from the rim into the deep and join
the banqueters (or are even identical with them) or whether, on the con-
trary, there is a strict distinction between those outside and those inside
the abyss, cannot be decided. (3) The next stop, the Mixing Bowl of the
Dreams,® another abyss, is called the Oracle of Night and Moon by the
soul guide. Orpheus (the guide says) came this far, while searching for the
soul of his wife, though he later talked erroneously of an Oracle of Apollo
and Night at Delphi. It is from the Oracle of Night and Moon that dreams
come to humans as a mixture of truth and falsehood. Here, then, we have
a second connection with earth, and Thespesius is now apparently in the
region of the moon. This is confirmed by the guide’s attempt to lead Thes-
pesius still higher to show him the Oracle of Apollo; this, however, fails,
because Thespesius is still bound to his body and the beam of the light of

12 563F: tag PUXAC TOV TEAELTAOVTWV.

13 This is the soul (564BC; 564D) of a relative who died when Thespesius was still a child
(564C); he is later called 6 To0 @eomeaiov PpuxomouTos (566B) and 6 daipwv (566D) by
the narrator.

14 565E kal &g dGAAaC Ppuxag édoa tavto (ie. the loss of the force carrying them)
TAOX0VOAG EKEL

15 Tt is compared to cultic grottos of Bacchus; see VERNIERE 1977, 186 with n. 5.

16 Cf. M. P. NiLsson, “Krater”, in: Id., Opuscula selecta, III (Lund 1960) 332-8, esp. 334-5.
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the Oracle is too bright. Thespesius, then, cannot transcend the sphere of
the moon; he remains there, as is shown by his encounter with the Siby],
who — wandering in front of the face of the moon — tells him the future (ap-
parently also the time of his death). The movement of the moon, however,
drives him off in the opposite direction.!” (4) The last stop is the terrible
spectacle of punishments, extending to the circle of hell where the souls
are suitably moulded for their rebirth (567E-F). We do not learn, however,
where exactly Thespesius now is. At first both Thespesius and his guide
watch the humans being tortured; but as Thespesius encounters his crimi-
nal father, he wants to flee in desperation, but his guide has vanished, and
he has to follow other dreadful beings pushing him onwards (567A). The
fields of punishment, then, must be located where the face of the moon
cannot be seen and pure (or purified) souls, like that of his guide, are not
allowed to linger.

So the narrative leads us from the place where the souls first arrive and
dwell provisionally, to the starting-point of return to life on earth, from the
place of oracles, dreams and prophecies — which concern life on earth as
well — and thus from the moon and its face to its rear side, which is (it may
be thought) the place of hellish punishment and of preparation for rebirth.

As for Thespesius change of place is decisive, so for Timarchus it is
change of perspective, of view.

(1) Looking up, Timarchus at first perceives the world of stars (star cir-
cles, fixed stars, planets, the Galaxy) as a multi-coloured sea of light (with
islands and currents), which delights him. Then, looking down, he sees a
big circular abyss, deep and dreadful, full of darkness and restlessly mov-
ing, and from its depths varied wails of living beings, sounds of lament
and tumultuous noises can be heard.

(2) At this moment a voice (Timarchus will never see the speaker) offers
tobehis guide and to interpret what he sees. This invisible guide, however,
will only be able to enlighten Timarchus adequately about that region of
the Beyond to which he himself belongs and which he administers together
with the other daimones; the higher region, in which he (and the others of
his kind) have only little part, is the realm of other gods.!® His sphere of
action (that of Persephone) is the last of four within the hierarchy of the
parts of the cosmos, the border area of the zone of light, up to which Styx,
the way into Hades reaches from below with its extreme tip (of shadow).

(3) The explanation of the nature of Styx makes it necessary to explain
also the whole structure of the cosmos to Timarchus, i.e. the hierarchy not
only of the four Principles (Life, Motion, Becoming, Decay), but also of the
three connecting links (Monad, Intellect, Nature) together with the three

17 For a tentative explanation see below pp. 179-80.

8 591A dAAwv Yo Bewv ékeiva. Perhaps we should understand: “the realm of oth-
ers, namely gods”; compare 591BC: “The other islands have gods (Oeov¢), but the moon
belongs to terrestrial daimones.”
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associated regions of the cosmos (that of the Invisible, of the Sun, and of
the Moon) and the three Moirai (Atropos, Clotho, Lachesis).

(4) Only now is the exact location of the area in which the guide is
active revealed: it is the moon, the turning-point of Becoming, to which
the earthly daimones belong, while the other islands are inhabited by gods.
Thus we assume that Timarchus’ guide is an earthly demon dwelling on
the moon. We have returned — but not without having learned something
— to the starting-point of the guide’s explanation of the cosmos.

(5) Now it is also possible to describe the special relationship between
Styx and moon in more detail and to regard the border region between
these two as the stage on which the future of the soul is decided. The guide
now focuses on the fate and nature of the soul; he opens Timarchus’ eyes
for what he sees but cannot understand without explanation.

His following remarks further develop this theme of the soul. (a) In
connection with the (periodically failing) attempt of the moon to escape
Styx a ‘drama of souls’ unfolds: on the one hand the souls who are still
impure are rejected by the moon, tumble back, become the prey of Hades,
and have to go down again into Becoming; on the other hand the souls
for whom the end of Becoming has arrived are accepted by the moon. (b)
At first Timarchus does not understand this ‘drama of souls’, because he
sees only stars and their various movements: (b1) stars that move up and
down around the abyss (mtaAAopévoug, 591D), (b2) stars that plunge into
it, (b3) stars that dart up from below. (c) Timarchus does not comprehend
— as the guide recognizes — that he is watching the daimones themselves. (d)
Therefore the guide has to explain the structure and nature of the soul, i.e.
its participation in Intellect, so that Timarchus may recognize its nature as
being that of a daimon."”

The moon and the cosmic region bordering the world of Becoming are at
the centre of Timarchus’ experience of the Beyond. As the voice instructing
him does not seem to have a body and a fixed place in space, so the location
at which Timarchus gets his round view of the heavenly regions remains
oddly indefinite: is he on the moon or near to the border region of moon
and Styx or directly above the moon? One thing seems certain: the abyss
is below him, for he must look down to see it.

If we compare this to the Thespesius myth, we detect surprising gaps.
First of all regarding spatial dimensions: Thespesius has to overcome tre-
mendous distances to arrive at the abyss of Lethe and the Mixing Bowl
of Dreams. Of these two abysses Timarchus tells us nothing, and for him
space in all its extension is also totally unimportant, when he looks down
into his abyss of darkness. We learn nothing of the place of punishment
that is the climax of Thespesius’ tale, perhaps to be located in the moon re-
gion, because that is the last stage of Thespesius’ journey in the Beyond. To

! This analysis is continued below on pp. 181-3.
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be sure, the abyss that terrifies Timarchus sends up wailings and laments
of men and women, but also of countless little children: is this to be the
place of punishment that we know from De sera??’

What, however, is missing in both myths? Both are silent about the
dwelling place of the good and pure souls. This holds true for the pe-
riod between the soul’s separation from the body and its reincarnation as
well as for the unlimited time of an existence that has surmounted the
need to return into the world of Becoming. To be sure, there are some
hints: The voice mentions the impure souls, which are rejected by the moon
and return into the circle of Becoming, and the souls, which arrive on the
moon having reached the end of Becoming; but there follows no descrip-
tion where and how they then dwell on the moon. In the Thespesius myth
the paradise-like abyss of Lethe serves as the starting-point for rebirth; this
may refer to the realm of the blessed and describe the form of existence of
the souls after their arrival in the Beyond and before their reincarnation,
but the negative aspect of the beguilement and seduction of the souls into
association with the body is surely the dominant theme in the description
of the place.

We may perhaps get a complete picture by turning to the myth in De
facie and its topography, for here the moon is at the centre of the story.

The space between earth and moon has already been described as a re-
gion for punishing and purifying the souls. Their stay here varies in length,
and there is a plain higher up reserved for the good souls, the Meadow of
Hades (943C). Only the pure souls reach the moon itself, to lead a life there
which is extremely pleasant but neither blessed nor divine, until the Intel-
lect separates from the soul (942F). At the same time the moon is a place of
punishment and reward for the souls that have already become daimones.
There are two ways21 for them, the one leading to the side of the moon
that is turned towards heaven, the other to that turned towards earth. The
side turned towards heaven is called the Elysian Field.?> How the souls
live there and whether this is a temporary stay, we are not told, but as the
separation of soul from Intellect happens on the moon, this stay can only
be temporary.

So we get more detailed indications of topography only in De facie, but
even they do not help us to locate and understand better certain places
named in De genio und De sera. We may just try to make a few conjectures.
Both of the abysses in De sera are so far apart from each other that only the

20 See also von ArNIM 1921, 28f.

1 944C: Cuerniss 1957 considers reading: kaAoboLd” avta@v (“sc. the depths and hol-
lows of the moon”) 1o pév péyorov Exatng puxov, [...] ta d¢ dvo pocod (tag ITvAacg):
“and the two long ones are called <’the Gates”>.”

2 HAvowov mediov, see CHERNTss 1957, 195 n. d, but De gen. 591A tijv d¢ Pegoedpévng
potoav (“the portion of Persephone”) is erroneously interpreted by him as “Hades” and
not as “Moon” (see n. 216 to the translation).
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Mixing Bowl of the Dreams (the Oracle of Night and Moon) can be thought
to be near the moon, but about this Oracle De sera stays silent.”> Again, the
great distance of the Dionysiac abyss of Lethe from the Mixing Bowl (and
thus from the moon) prevents us from connecting this abyss with the Gorge
of Hecate or with the side of the moon turned towards earth, though it is
here that an intermediate stay of the souls before returning into the world
of Becoming might at least be conceivable.?* The (futile) attempt of the
guide to take Thespesius higher towards the light of the Oracle of Apollo
might have been launched from the heavenward side of the moon. Shortly
after that, when Thespesius, listening to the Sibyl’s prophecies, is pushed
in the opposite direction by the momentum of the moon,?” this should take
him to the moon’s earthward side, which is perhaps identical with the place
of punishment Thespesius visits after the episode with the Sibyl.

Neither of the two abysses to which Thespesius is led can be compared
with the dark abyss terrifying Timarchus; it is through this abyss of horror
that, for the most part, the souls ascending from earth and returning to
it move. There is no lack of dark colours either in Thespesius” scenario of
‘ascent’ or in De facie: Thespesius describes the dismay of some of the souls
and their “inarticulate sounds, mingled with outcries as of lamentation
and terror” (564B); Sulla’s report mentions the wailing and lamenting of
the souls that are brought to their just punishment in the space between
earth and moon (944B, cf. 943C): “At the same time too with wails <and>
cries the souls of the chastised then approach through the shadow from
below.” Wailing and weeping, of course, also fill the place of punishment
in De sera (566E and 567D), and there we also encounter (at the end) the
motive of return, for Thespesius visits the souls who are being prepared
for their second birth (567E; here, however, there is no more talk of wailing
and lamenting, although the tortured souls would have good reason for
this). So there is common ground, but the abyss in De genio still preserves
its peculiarities — and its mystery, for we would like to separate cleanly
what here seems to be treated as a single process: the up and down of the
souls on the one hand, their fear and failure on the other, and, thirdly, their
punishment. The comparison with the other myths makes clear that these
are separate things.

The heavenly space above the moon is to be our last topographical prob-
lem; it is also well suited to lead us to the ‘anthropology’. We have already

2 We can hardly take the fact that the daimones take care of the oracles on the earth (944C)
as an allusion to this Oracle, which, moreover, is not located on earth (564C).

# According to De facie 942F, the pure souls lead an absolutely easy (though not blessed)
life on the moon; only just the final phase of this life shortly before the return into the
existence within a body might be reflected in Dionysiac actions — but there still remains the
distance problem.

» 566E T1) QU TS 0eAVNg €ig TovvavTiov [...] ¢Eewabn.
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seen that there are allusions to this realm beyond the moon in De genio and
De sera: The voice instructs Timarchus that the islands in the heavenly sea
are ruled by gods, while the moon is administrated by the daimones, stat-
ing: “we have little to do with what is above; that belongs to other gods”
(591A).26 Thespesius, too, is permitted to see the stars and their size and
distance from each other at the beginning of his heavenly journey (563EF),
but his attempt to look up towards the Oracle of Apollo fails because of
the excessive brightness of its source of light (566D). In both texts, then,
the space above the moon is not really part of the myth; the allusions to it
only serve to inform the reader of the restriction of perspective. It is all the
more astonishing that in the outline of cosmic hierarchy with which the
voice of the guide prefaces his explanations, two further spheres above the
moon are mentioned (the Invisible and the sun), but have no part at all to
play in what follows. This is further proof that Plutarch wants to exclude
the Invisible and the sun as topics and alert the reader to this. Why then
is the sun so important in De facie? There, the relationship of Intellect to
the sun is brought up again and again: Intellect separates from the soul
on the moon and longs for the sun (944E), the sun brings Intellect into ex-
istence (943A) and ‘sows’ it on the moon (945C). Why, on the contrary, is
the topic of the sun avoided in De genio, although the distinction between
soul and Intellect is here at the centre of the anthropology of the myth as
well? The answer must be: only in De facie can the myth cover all aspects
of the doctrine of the soul and thus also of cosmology, for it is to the dai-
mones that the stranger owes his knowledge, and the daimones can give in-
formation about the doctrine of the soul and the hierarchy of the cosmos,
because it is their nature to wander between the worlds.?” Timarchus and
Thespesius, however, remain fettered to their earthly existence while ex-
periencing the Beyond: there is, on the one hand, a detailed description of
the “bond of the soul”, which plays a role also in the tale about the end
of Hermodorus (De gen. 591F-592D), and on the other — in De sera — the
“cable of the soul”, which prevents Thespesius from ascending any higher
(566D). Thus the way into the spheres beyond the moon is closed to both
of them. The myths of De genio und De sera, however, gain their impor-
tance from their protagonists” personal experience of the beyond, so that
this has to be at the centre of their stories, while a more abstract discus-
sion would not carry the conviction of something personally experienced;
Plutarch therefore forgoes a presentation of the supra-lunar world in this
context.

% See also n. 18 above.

¥ Timarchus’ guide in the Beyond is a daimon, too, and therefore able to explain the
structure of the cosmos; and although he has only little contact to the world beyond the
moon (see above n. 18), he is obviously familiar with it.
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3. The doctrine of the soul and the anthropology of the
myths?®

Both in De genio and in De facie the whole doctrine of the soul is based on
a sharp distinction between soul ({vyxr)) and intellect (vovc). In De genio
591D we read that every soul possesses a share in Intellect and that there is
no soul without reason (dAoyog) or without intellect (&voug); this is stated
(as the context shows) of the human soul. Now it is important that most
people regard intellect as residing in themselves, while it actually exists
outside of them; so those with the right understanding call it daipwv. An
even sharper distinction of soul and intellect is worked out in De facie: here,
too, we find the statement (polemically arguing against a widespread mis-
understanding) that the intellect is in no way a part (u6pov) of the soul (as
the soul itself is no part of the body), but that it is better and more divine
than the soul.?’ During man’s “second death” (on the moon) the intellect is
indeed separated from the soul, so that only the soul remains on the moon.
We do not, however, find an identification of Daimon and intellect in this
text; it even talks of souls who have become daimones.>°

We will understand the differences between these very similar concepts
of intellect only if we pay close attention to the intentions of the respec-
tive texts. We therefore have to begin with a detailed analysis of De genio
591D-592C.3! The train of thought of this passage can be described as fol-
lows.

(6) The soul has a share of Intellect. When it combines with the body;, this
means a turn towards the irrational (&dAoyov). There are various degrees
in intensity of the connection of soul and body: (a) there are souls which
sink wholly into the body, (b) souls which on the one hand combine with
the body up to a certain degree, but on the other “to some extent leave their
purest element outside”. After this the right definition of soul and Intellect
/ daimon is explained. So this section has the function of shifting the centre
of the presentation from the “drama of the souls” and the observation of
the stars to the form of existence of the soul within a living man’s body and
of highlighting the meaning of the term “daimon’.

(7) Timarchus is now able to connect the stars he discovered when he
looked at the abyss and the motions of which he described (see above nr.
5b; 591D) with souls: (a) the stars that are flickering out are the souls sink-
ing wholly into the body; (b) the stars that are lighting up are the souls

8 Gee K. Arr, “Zur Auffassung von Seele und Geist bei Platon, Mittelplatonikern,
Plotin”, Hyperboreus 11 (2005) 30-59; BaLtes 2005; VERNIERE 1977, 123-215.

% 943 A voig yaQ Wuxhg, 60w YU COUATOS, AUEWVOV E0TL Kal OeldTEQOV.

30°944C (Yuxai) §dN yeyevnuévar daipovec.

3 We start where the analysis of 590C-591D (above, p- 178) ended with nr. 5d, so that
the numbering now resumes with nr. 6. There is a good interpretation in: DORRIE / BALTES
2002, vol. 6.2, 228-34 (Baustein 173.2).
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re-emerging from the bodies after death; (c) the stars moving above are
the daimones of people distinguished by Intellect.?> Section 7, then, has the
function of combining both themes treated hitherto (i.e. the “drama of the
souls” and the term daimon), focusing (at last) on the relationship between
daimon and soul while the soul is still in the body and making this the real
topic of the question about the daimonion of Socrates; section 7c provides
the transition.

(8) The guide asks Timarchus to have a close look at the bond (cvvde-
opoc) of each daimon to its soul. Timarchus then observes stars that (a
1) toss up and down to a lesser degree, those that (a 2) do so to a higher
degree, and those that (b) move in confused spirals and do not manage
a motion in one straight direction. Obviously only those souls are here
being described that have entered a body, so that the distinction between
soul and intellect-daimon is now in the foreground.

(9) The motions of the stars reflect the behaviour of the souls within the
body and their strength or weakness vis-a-vis their irrational element (or
part, 10 aAoyov). The bond of the daimon to the soul acts on this irrational
element like a rein: (a) a straight and well-ordered motion shows an eas-
ily guidable soul; (b) a disordered motion indicates the up and down of
victory and defeat in the struggle with a disobedient and barely guidable
one. The distinction (which made sense in section 8) between two vari-
ants of the (basically orderly) up-and-down motion of the stars (a 1 and a
2: the irrational, though pliable, element of these souls will not permit to-
tally uniform movements of the stars / daimones, so that varying degrees of
this up and down movement result) can be neglected here in section 9, be-
cause this section is meant to lead us to a special kind of humans with their
olkelog dalpwv, namely tO pavtikov ... yévog, of which Hermodorus is
presented as an example. Therefore the distinction here is only between
(a) fundamentally orderly and (b) totally disorderly motion,® in connec-
tion with the respective nature of the soul. With this, also the question
of the daimon of Socrates has finally found its answer, now that a number
of prerequisites for the right understanding of it have been discussed and
explained.

%2 In tabular form (591E-F):

&oTéQeg Puxai

(a) Tovg pév ovv amooBévvvoBat do- (a) TAC EiC OWHA KATAdLOHEVAS OAag
KOUVTAG AOTEQAS Puxde

(b) tovg ® olov avaAdumoviag mMaAw  (b) TAC €K TOV CWHATWV EMAVATIAEOD-
Kat avadovopévoug Katwev oag peta Tov Bavatov

(c) old dvw dadegodpevol (c) datpovég eiot twv voov éxewv Aeyo-

Hévwv avOedwy

3 Cf. 592A (= 8b) éviovg d¢ ... éAuca TeTapayuéviy kai dvauaiov EAxoviag and 592AB
(=9b) ToUC O Avw Kol KATW MOAAAKIC AvwpdAwe Kal TeTapay uévws EykAivovtac.
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The whole passage derives its inner tension from the necessity (on the
one hand) to elaborate the intimately connected linking and separation in
the relationship between soul and Intellect, and (on the other hand) to de-
termine exactly the relationship between soul and Intellect during the two
mutually exclusive forms of existence of the soul (during life in the body
and after death). The compositional device lies in creating a border region
with its up and down (the moon) but to equip this up and down with a
special ambivalence: now stressing one strand of the argument (the soul
after it has left the body), now the other (the soul in the body), or even let-
ting both run side by side (sections 5b and 7), and finally making one of
them (the soul in the body) the real aim of the argument (sections 6, 8-9).34

In De facie as well there are (from 942F onwards) two primary strands of
motifs connected in such a way that now one and now the other receives
special emphasis, without the reader noticing this at once. There are some
secondary topics as well, the significance of which for the development of
the central argument does not immediately become clear.

The discussion (and correction) of the mythological interpretation of the
moon’s eclipse leads to the description of the border region between earth
and moon, which is marked by the earth’s shadow. Now Sulla, by describ-
ing the souls” ascent to the moon and their stay on it as well as the separa-
tion of Intellect from the soul on it, interweaves two main topics from the
beginning: (A) the relation between soul and moon (i.e. the soul’s move-
ment towards the moon and away from it, the soul’s existence on it, the
soul’s dissolution and renewed union with Intellect), (B) the basic anthro-
pological conception and the separation of Intellect from the soul. Later,
however, the tale focuses on topic B; the transition to topic A is then pre-
pared by telling us what the main difference is between the two processes
of separation taking place on earth and on the moon: that on earth is quick
and violent, that on the moon (i.e. the separation of Intellect from the soul)
is slow and gentle (943B). Taken by itself, this description of the mode of
separation need not necessarily lead to topic A; topic B could very well be
continued and brought to an end, so that the whole topic would be treated
coherently and consistently. Plutarch chooses another way: the topic of
the separation of intellect from the soul having been left behind, topic A
comes into its own, occupying a long passage (943C-944E), which —in con-
nection with the question about the substance (ovoia) of the moon — also
discusses (on a fundamental level) hypotheses about the mixture of com-

¥ How keen Plutarch is on creating a sense of suspense is shown by the fact that the
peculiarity of the crucial motion of the stars around the abyss (section 5 b1, taAAopévoug;
this is going to explain the effects on Intellect as daimon on certain distinguished people)
cannot be understood either by Timarchus or by the reader, because all the stars are de-
clared daimones. We might say that everything that follows only serves to explain this kind
of star.
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ponents in the stars (starting from Plato and following the lead given by
Xenocrates” doctrine as a guide: 943F-944A). It is only in 944E that the sep-
aration of Intellect from the soul turns up again — somewhat unexpectedly,
after passages on the life and activities of the daimones on the moon — with
the very important statement that this separation is brought about by Intel-
lect’s longing for the “image in the sun”. Very soon the topic of moon and
soul is dominant again (from 944F onwards), and the topic of separation
is only briefly and incidentally alluded to,*® until finally (945C-D), with
widening perspective, we get a description not only of the interplay of sun
(“sowing” of Intellect), moon and earth during the genesis of the soul, but
also of the function of the three Moirai for sun, moon and earth. Thus the
demonstration returns to its beginning, but now, in the cosmological per-
spective, the role of the ‘anthropology of sun and moon” has become much
clearer.

Why does the separation of soul and Intellect so soon recede into the
background? Why does it not continue to be discussed in connection with
the topic of moon and soul, or — this could have been an alternative — why
did Plutarch not treat these topics one after the other and bring each of
them on its own to a neat conclusion? There are two important reasons
for Plutarch’s choice: (1) To do justice to the complex relationship between
soul and moon, many elements and most of all the connection between
these elements had to be taken account of; thus there had to be details of
argument that did not allow a direct reference to the second main topic
and in which a hint of the separation of Intellect from the soul would be an
alien element. (2) On the other hand these details of argument create the
conditions to take up the second main topic again and deepen it; for before
the process of removal of the Intellect from the soul can be described with
more detail, it is necessary to discuss both the soul’s form of existence on
the moon and the nature of the moon itself. The description of the form
of the soul’s existence on the moon after separation naturally follows from
this.

We may assume that the strict separation of Intellect and soul is the
more important of the two main topics: it is central both at the beginning
and at the end and is also the prerequisite of the soul’s peculiar existence on
the moon; for if the Intellect could not remove itself from the soul entirely,
i.e. if there were still traces of Intellect preserved in the soul, it would be
unthinkable that the soul could dissolve itself entirely into the substance
of the moon. For however a Platonist might define the soul and its parts
or faculties, the immortality, indestructibility and immateriality of the ra-
tional soul and the Intellect®® remains the one prerequisite of the Platonic

% 945A xwolg éxatégov (i.e. without body and Intellect), ibid. adeBeioar yag VIO TOL
vov (“for abandoned by the mind”).
% Cf. in De facie 945C 6 d¢ voig dmadng kai avTOKQATWY, HIKTOV ¢ Kal péoov 1
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doctrine of the soul accepted by all. The moon, receiving Intellect from the
sun, brings forth new souls (945C), i.e. it supplies Intellect with souls lack-
ing Intellect. Itis able to do that, because the souls dissolve themselves into
it, and this makes the moon their basic element (otoixeiov, 945A). Both the
separation of Intellect from the soul and the combination of Intellect with
the soul happen on the moon. Without the moon there could be no gene-
sis of the soul, but if soul and Intellect were not fundamentally distinct in
nature, in origin and on the ontological scale of values,® the process of the
genesis of man could not even begin.3

Let us now look once more at the respective conception of Intellect in
the passages of De genio and De facie that we have discussed. Are both
conceptions in harmony with each other? Does it at all make sense to pre-
suppose or indeed demand a uniform conception? A comparison of the
purposes of the respective texts quickly shows that this would mean to
compare things which are not comparable — strange as this may sound
in view of their basic agreement. Since in De genio the Intellect as daimon
guides the human from outside, its separation from the soul seems just as
much a given here as in De facie. The topic of separation, however, as we
know it from De facie, plays no part here, because the fate of the Intellect-
daimon after the soul’s ascent to the moon is not so much as discussed in
De genio at all! This text is only concerned with the Intellect-daimon during
the existence of the soul within the body of a living human. To be sure,
there is talk of the soul’s ascent after death and of successful or failed at-
tempts by the souls to get to the moon; but the lunar existence of this soul
coupled with the Intellect-daimon — this must be stressed once again - is
not investigated further. Having read Sulla’s myth, the reader will be very
keen to put questions to the Timarchus myth which are answered in the
Sulla myth; but the Timarchus myth will have nothing to say. Again the
Sulla myth will be dumb when asked about the identity of Intellect and
daimon. We should therefore beware of playing off the statements of the
two myths against each other.

In De sera the guide distinguishes between the faculty of reasoning, i.e.
the intellect,® of Thespesius and “the rest of your soul”;* this part of the

Puxn (“the mind is impassible and sovereign; but the soul is a mixed and intermediate
thing”); on ana®rc see De animae procreatione 1026D &k te g Oelag kat anmabovg €k
Te g Ovng Kal mepl T owpata madntne pepidoc and 1022E (10 yao amAovv kai
ana0éc), on which see CHERNISs, 214 n. a of his edition (London 1976) with further pas-
sages; De genio 591E (here t0 ¢pOopoig AetpOév is called voug) and in general Alcinous,
Didaskalikos 25, p. 177.21-178.23 H. (WHITTAKER / Louis, Paris 1990, 48-50) on the Aoyukn
Ppuxn as abdvatog, avwAeOgog, dovvOetog, adldAvtog in contrast to the dAoyot Ypuxad,
which in all probability are Ovntai and pOagtat (25, p. 178.31f. H.).

37 Cf. 943A (above n. 29).

% See also DORRIE / BarTes 2002, 203-7 (Baustein 154.2).

¥ 564C: 1 dpoovovvtt Thespesius has come into the Beyond (the guide says); at the
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soul has remained in the body like an anchor. We do not learn any more.
As passions and crimes on earth leave their imprints on the soul, the souls
in the Beyond show clear traces of them. The nature of these souls is not
explained in more detail, so that we can only gather from a few hints by
the guide what role intellect plays here and to what extent the irrational el-
ement of the souls of the deceased also finds it way into the Beyond. There
are souls whose power of reasoning is apparently too weak,*! so that they
wish to enter a body again and experience a rebirth; so the rational element
of the soul must be endangered in the Beyond as well.*> Furthermore there
is an explicit distinction between a punishment in the Beyond directed only
at the irrational part of the soul,*> and one aimed at the rational part* as
the hidden site of corruption. We may therefore assume that the soul ar-
rives in the Beyond as an entity consisting of its rational and its irrational
part (or element or faculty) and finds it place of punishment there.

The aspects of the doctrine of the soul just mentioned are important
for De sera, because they explain the soul’s ability to move around with its
highest part even outside the body; this is a clear parallel to De facie and
even more to De genio (where the connection to the body is described as
well). Crucial, however, is the conception of the soul in the Beyond as an
entity consisting of an irrational and a rational part; only so can the myth
make it plausible that all transgressions and crimes, the most brutal and
the most subtle, leave their mark on the souls and determine their future
punishment. Indeed, the inquiry into the consequences for the soul of its
offences on earth — their imprint on the souls and the resulting punishment
—lies at the heart of the myth. Thus here too, the doctrine of the soul wholly
serves the intentions of the text.

beginning of the narrative (563E) we read: “He said that when his intelligence (10 poovovv)
was driven from his body”; see also 566A. That this means the intellect (nous), is shown by
De facie 944F-945A: “In fact the self of each of us is not anger [...] but is that with which we
reason and understand (@ dtavoovpeBOa kat poovovpev)” (see CHERNISS 1957, 215 n. d).

40 564C v dAANV YuxAv.

565D 1} mév ya aoBevela Adyou kai dt' &Qyiav Tob Oewpeiv #00ele TG TQAKTUK®
nEog yéveow [...] (“For one soul, from weakness of reason and neglect of contemplation,
is borne down by its practical proclivity to birth [...]”).

2 In accord with this is the seductive effect exerted by the Abyss of Lethe on the intel-
lect, about which the guide says, 566A: w¢ éxtrietal kat dvuygaivetat To Gpeovovv VTO
™G 1dovNg, O ' AAOYOV KAl CWUATOEDES AQOOIEVOV KAL CAQKOVEVOV EUTIOLEL TOD
OWUATOC VNIV, €k d& TG uvrung (pepov [...] éAxovta meog yéveow [...] (“that the
intelligent part of the soul is dissolved away and liquefied by pleasure, while the irrational
and carnal part is fed by its flow and puts on flesh and thus induces memory of the body;
and that from such memory arises a yearning [...] that draws the soul toward birth”).

B 567A: meol 1O dAOYOV Kal madnTucov.

# 567B: évioug [...] &V 1@ Aoylotik® kai kuiw Vv poxOnoiav éxovrac.
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4. The “corporeal” nature of the soul in the myths

De sera presents the “materiality” of the soul in particularly drastic images.
Right at the beginning of his tale, Thespesius observes the soul coming out
of the “soul-bubble” (which formed when the dying human’s soul started
to ascend) like a kind of homunculus.*® If the souls did not become visible
in this form, the myth could not be told, for Thespesius has to be able to
identify dead people as relatives or acquaintances, like his guide and later
his criminal father. The various colours, the scars and weals of the souls
also imply this. The idea reaches a climax in the hellish punishments, in
which the souls are depicted as suffering bodies. And corporeality is al-
most over-exaggerated at the end, when the souls are presented as metal
objects receiving their appropriate animal form at the hands of craftsmen.
It would be pointless to try to discover a philosophical concept behind this:
Plutarch simply delights in graphically displaying punishment after death
and thus permitting his imagination to present the doctrine (established by
argument) of the chastisement and purification of immortal souls as a vivid
tale. This is an experimental idea, which uses all the liberties allowed by a
mythical narrative.

The image of the soul in De genio is very different. We might understand
the description of the loud lamentations of the souls rejected by the moon
as requiring the corporeality of these souls; this would, then, be a conces-
sion to the form of the tale and its dramatic elements. This assumption,
however, is unnecessary, for Simmias — trying to explain the daimonion
of Socrates — instructs us that contact between spiritual beings is possible
without audible language, as with the voices we seem to hear in dreams
(588D). Nowhere in the myth is the soul presented to us as corporeal or
body-like. This is confirmed by the programmatic statement in 591D: “ev-
ery soul has its share of Intellect, there is none which is without reason or
Intellect.” Deeply as the soul may sink into the body, and weak as its con-
nection to Intellect may become, it will never lose its own nature by this
change towards the irrational

De facie has a peculiar intermediate position. Because of the strict dis-
tinction between soul and Intellect, and because of the special role of the
moon as the place where new souls come into being, Plutarch here has no
qualms about attributing special corporeal qualities to the substance of the
soul that is freed from Intellect, because the (already mentioned) dissolu-
tion of the soul into the moon and the fact that the moon is the ‘element’

¥ 564A: (tag Yuxac) ékPatverv TuTov Exovoag avOQwToEW oV d' dykov evoTaAEls
(“came forth, human in form, but slight in bulk”).

4 591D GAN” o0V &v avtic ookl x0T kai tédeotv, dAAoovpevoy toémeta [...] eig
TO dAoyov.
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of the soul, itself being a mixture of earth and star (943E),47 can hardly be
brought into harmony with an immaterial nature of the soul without In-
tellect. The corporeal affinity of the soul to earthly bodies is also shown
by the fact that even after leaving the body it preserves traces of bodily life
on the moon; indeed it has itself formed the body, as intellect in turn has
formed the soul.*® Thus we read of the souls that have enjoyed a philo-
sophical life, that after the loss of Intellect they have no more use for the
passions and wither away.* On the other hand, the souls of those who
were ambitious and driven by passions obviously continue to live®® with-
out Intellect, dreaming of their lives as in sleep, and must be held back
by the moon when unrest and passion draw them away from the moon
towards a new Becoming (945B). Here we get the impression that these
souls do not really dissolve themselves into the moon but retain their na-
ture. The passion-driven souls that nevertheless succeed in acquiring a
body,”! act in harmful and destructive ways on earth (Tityus, Typhon and
Python — whom, however, the moon at last took back into itself — belonged
within this category): It seems indeed here as if the preservation of one’s
own passionate nature on the moon is a mark of a soul that was passion-
driven on earth. Thus the dissolution of their irrational souls is accorded
only to those who have lived reasonably on earth, as a kind of distinction
or reward: where the passions have totally vanished, the irrational soul is
free from everything that makes it what it is and consequently vanishes.
Regarding this irrational soul, then, we observe a curious inversion of the
values of dissolution (now seen as positive) and continuation (now seen as
negative).

The souls that were so fortunate as to reach the moon resemble in their
outward appearance a beam of light. What follows in the text is unfortu-
nately corrupt, but it at least seems certain that the moon’s aether — which,

47 The substance of stars is obviously aether, as the continuation of the text shows: oUtwg
T aiBéoL Aéyovot (for the subject of the sentence see CHERNTss 1957, 205 n. e) Thv oeAjvnv
avakekQapévny da Paboug dua pev Eppuyxov etvat kat yovipov, dua d [...] (“so the
moon, they say, because it has been permeated through and through by ether is at once
animated and fertile and [...]").

8 945A: “the soul receives the impression of its shape (¢xpdrtretar 1o £ldog) through
being moulded by the mind (tuvovpévn VO ToL vov) and moulding (Tvmovoa) in turn
and enfolding the body on all sides, so that, even if it be separated from either one for a
long time, since it preserves the likeness and the imprint (tr)v 6ot KAt oV TOTIOV) it
is correctly called an image (eidwAov).” Before that, the good souls had to stay in the space
between earth and moon to free themselves there from the impurities acquired by contact
with the body (943C).

¥945A amopagaivovtat (“they wither quietly away”).

% For this translation see Caern1ss 1957, 217 n. d.

> Tt is remarkable that here — in contrast to De genio (591D) — the possibility of existence of
an avoug Puxr) within the body is in no way denied; already earlier the text states (943C):
“All soul, whether without mind or with it (&vouv te kai oV v@), when it has issued from
the body [...].”
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as we have already heard, is a part of the moon’s mixed substance — sta-
bilizes and strengthens the souls.”> The subsequent explanation of this
again strengthens the suspicion that what is spoken of here is some sort
of corporeal entity, as we read (943DE): “for what laxness and diffuseness
they still have is strengthened and becomes firm and translucent. In con-
sequence they are nourished by any exhalation that reaches them.”>* Next
follows Heraclitus” fragment VS 22 B 98: “Souls employ the sense of smell
in Hades.” Scholars have long assumed Stoic influence on this whole pas-
sage up to the Heraclitus quotation.’* It is true that according to Stoic doc-
trine the moon is a mixture of air and fire,>® but there is also a Stoic notion
of aither as being a form of fire.”® Plutarch is apparently using Stoic clichés
to achieve the objects of his presentation. Plutarch certainly does not here
surrender unconditionally to the influence of a Stoic source; if he really
were using a source and not just a Stoic commonplace, he would do so as
his own master, treating the source simply as a means to his end.”” Asit can
be said in De sera even of the Intellect:>® “the intelligent part (to ¢poovovv)
of the soul is dissolved and liquefied,” so here, too, Plutarch may speak
of the soul in images evoking corporeal-material processes. All of this is
allowed, because in this text the function of the moon — to receive the soul
into itself (by making it a part of itself) and to generate it anew out of itself —
is at the centre and also because the way in which the moon is an ‘element’
(ototxelov) of the soul can only be expressed by means of imagery.

52 943D: the souls receive tdévoc and dvvapic.

% 10 Y& doadv ETL KAl dlakeXLHEVOV dvvLTAaL Kal Yivetat otaBeov kai davyic,
o0’ Umo g Tvxovone avabuuiaoews 1édpecBat. Here, by the way, Plutarch builds
a bridge to the last section of the ‘scientific’ part and the discussion of the hypothesis of
inhabitants of the moon; we read in 940C: toU¢ O émti NG oeAvng, €lmeQ elotv, evoTaAelg
elval TOLG OAUATL KAl DIXQKELS DTIO TV TUXOVTWwY TpépeaBat mbBavédv éott. On this see
GORGEMANNS 1970, 84.

% See Cuerniss 1957, 203 n. e (the term tévoc, the nourishment of the soul, Heraklit);
GORGEMANNS 1970, 84; most of all Donint 1988, 140-3 (140: “Not only is the soul’s corpo-
reality here clearly stated, but the language is clearly that of the Stoics”); see also DORRIE /
Bavrtes 2002, 208 (Baustein 154.3).

* De facie 921F &£00g Hiypa kai HoAakoD Ttuedg.

% SVF 2.580 (= Diogenes Laert. 7.135): dvwtdtw pév ovv elvat 1o mog, & df) aiféoa
kaAetoOal For Stoic aither see De facie 922B and 928CD, with Crern1ss 1957, 203 n. e and
49n. g.

%7 See the good observations of Donint 1988, 140-1 on this point.

8 566A (text quoted above in n. 42).
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5. The “doctrine of daimones’®

The voice speaking to Timarchus is (as we have seen) that of one of the
daimones belonging to the sphere of the moon. As it calls the ‘intellect-
daimones’ (about whom it enlightens Timarchus) simply “daimones” with-
out distinguishing them from the lunar daimones (i.e. those like himself),
we have to regard the lunar daimones likewise as ‘intellect-daimones” of
souls. We may therefore draw the conclusion that the lunar daimones are
‘intellect-daimones’ that are no longer united to a body on earth. How this
has happened, whether this form of existence is permanent, whether the
lunar daimones distinguish themselves from the other ‘intellect-daimones’
that have reached the moon, and perhaps have broken the cycle of rebirths
— all this we are not told. After the myth has been related, the Pythagorean
Theanor voices his opinion about Simmias” hypothesis concerning the dai-
monion, but not about the myth. He knows of souls that have been freed
from Becoming and now as daimones take care of humans (593D-E). These
daimones then become the personal daimones of human souls that have
fought bravely and overcome many rebirths; such a daimon, wanting to
save a soul, spurs it on, and if it listens to him, it is saved, reaching the
higher region of freedom from the cycle of Becoming. Souls, however, that
do not obey their daimon, are left by him to their misfortunes (593F-594A).
Plutarch here makes Theanor develop a doctrine of daimones that no-one
present comments upon; it shows no relation to the central conception of
the Timarchus myth and may perhaps be thought to illustrate a discarded
preliminary stage of it.®0 In this comparatively ‘archaic’ conception, the
problem of the relationship between soul and intellect and the necessity to
find a solution for it do not yet play any part.

We may now rather surprisedly discover that the idea of the soul be-
coming a daimon is assumed in De facie quite as a matter of course. There
we meet good and bad daimones: the daimones dwell not only on the moon,
they also go to earth, take care of sanctuaries, participate in the operation
of mysteries, execute punishments and are at the same time rescuers and
helpers. If, however, these daimones get carried away to perform unjust

% See BrRENK 1986, 2117-30; id., “An Imperial Heritage: The Religious Spirit of Plutarch of
Chaironeia”, ANRW 2.36.1 (1987) [248-349] 275-94; VErNIERE 1977, 249-62; 1. KipD, “Some
Philosophical Demons”, Bulletin of the Institute of Classical Studies 49 (1995) 217-24, esp.
222-3; H. S. SchibLi, “Xenocrates’ Daemons and the Irrational Soul”, CQ 43 (1993) [143-67]
156-9 and 166-7.

% 1t is presumably for that reason that Plutarch once talks about the ‘intellect-daimon’ as
the oticelog datipwv in the myth (592C), using the term properly reserved for the personal
daimon to describe the function of the intellect. See K. Art, “Der Daimon als Seelenfiihrer.
Zur Vorstellung des personlichen Schutzgeistes bei den Griechen”, Hyperboreus 6 (2000)
[219-52] 236: “Dass dieser unmittelbar der Person des Menschen angehorige Daimon hier
olielog dalpwv genannt wird, ist verwirrend, denn diese Bezeichnung gilt in der Regel —
und so auch im Kap. 24 — dem separaten Wesen, dem Daimon als Seelengeleiter.”
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deeds — being seized by anger or envy —, then they must enter human bod-

es®! and are driven back to earth (944C-D). We may conclude from this
that daimones act in an entirely uncorporeal way on earth; it is only after
wrongdoing that they receive a body and apparently no longer function
as daimones, but as human souls in human bodies. This helps us to better
understand a passage in De facie, where there is talk (rather unexpectedly)
of souls having already become daimones. In the biggest of the depressions
on the moon, “Hecaté’s Recess”, “the souls suffer and exact penalties for
whatever they have endured or committed after having already become
Spirits.”%? So those daimones are punished who committed faults when they
were active on earth. After their return from earth they first have to answer
for their deeds in “Hecaté’s Recess” and are then punished by rebirth in a
human body. They can commit evil on earth, because on the moon - like
all pure souls - they still exist as a combination of soul and intellect,®*> and
it is only on earth that the soul gains the upper hand over intellect and
itself gives in to the passions. The good daimones must presumably have
painful experiences while acting as rescuers and avengers, so that they get
compensation for that in “Hecaté’s Recess”. Which souls become daimones,
we are not told. The triumph of reason over the passions and irrational in-
clinations distinguishes all souls that finally arrive on the moon (943D);
but perhaps there are those among them that are even more perfect than
others, or that have honoured oracle sanctuaries and mystery cults already
on earth in some particular way, so that it is especially these that become
daimones. It is, by the way, not totally excluded that after the ‘sowing’ of
intellect on the moon the newly generated souls become daimones as well.
All this is speculation. On the other hand, it is certain that the souls that
have become daimones also die a ‘second death’, in which their intellect
leaves the soul. We may note that Plutarch here chooses phrases that do
justice to the peculiar dignity of the better daimones®* (944E): @v (sc. t@v
BeATiovawv) [...] TNc aplotnc éEaAdayng tuyxavovtwv (“as they achieved
the ultimate alteration”).%> This separation of soul and intellect happens
sometimes sooner, sometimes later.

%1 944D: ouvelpyvipEvoL oOpaoty dvOwmivols (“confined in human bodies”); parallel
passages about the failure and punishment of daimones in Plutarch are cited by Craerni1ss
1957,212 n. a.

62 944C ‘Exdrng puxdv, 6mou kai dixag ddaotv ai puxat kai AapBdvovoty @v &v 1§dn
Yeyevnuévardaipoves f) taBwotv 1) dpdowot. In what immediately follows the text again
only speaks of souls that pass through two other recesses or gorges in different directions
(see above p. 179, n. 21).

% On this see Cuerniss 1957, 210 n. a. According to 943A (with Bernardakis’ supple-
ment) the combination of intellect and soul creates reason (A6yoc), and this is &oxn &oetng
Kkal kaxlag (“source of virtue and vice”).

% Tt is to these that also the servants of Kronos belong, as they themselves have told
Sulla’s source (944D).

 The transmitted text is: @V leod kal Tl kai TEooMyoQiat dapévouoty, ai de
duvapels éviwv (évevov CHEerniss, following APELT) eig €teQov TOTOV TNG AQIOTNG
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As we have seen, in De sera the soul of a relative is the guide through the
Beyond. This guide is later (566D) called a daimon. Thespesius meets yet
other daimones: the three responsible for the mixing of dreams (566B), the
daimones of punishment at the several lakes of metal (567C). As the guide
explains, punishment is executed in three degrees of various severity; the
middle one, of which Dike is in charge, concerns grave cases, the healing
of which is difficult. The daimon (6 daipwv) leads these humans to Dike
(564F); this is obviously the personal daimon, who leads the soul first into
court and then into Hades in the Phaedo (107d—e). It is remarkable that
although (only®®) in this myth the conception of a personal daimon is just
mentioned, this conception is then no longer required in the detailed de-
scription of punishments. Probably Plutarch just wants to remind us of his
Platonic models — the final myth of the Republic also knows the personal
daimon (617e; 620de) — and at the same time to encourage the reader to
notice the differences too.

So the three eschatological myths are indeed creations of Plutarch him-
self, although he owes many individual traits and images to the Platonic
models in Gorgias (523a-527a), Phaedo (107d-115a), and most of all in the
Republic (613e-621b).®” With these myths — the creation of which may be
called a success — he tries to find answers for new, exciting and controver-
sial questions regarding the doctrine of the soul and the doctrine of intellect
within the frame of cosmology and anthropology. These questions arose
not least from reading Plato, and particularly from intensive concern with
the Timaeus and the history of its interpretation.®®

eEaAdayng tuyxavovtwv (ZIEGLER translates: “[...] deren Heiligtiimer, Kulte und Vereh-
rung noch besteht. Doch lassen die wirkenden Kréfte mancher von ihnen nach, wenn ih-
nen die hochste Wandlung und Versetzung an einen anderen Ort zuteil wird”; CHERNISS:
“whose rites, honours, and titles persist but whose powers tended to another place as they
achieved the ultimate alteration”). veVvw does not necessarily mean a downward move-
ment, and one cannot see why only some of the better daimones can reach the sun (see the
continuation of the text).

% Theanor’s remarks are no part of the Timarchus myth; on the ‘non-terminological” use
of “personal daimon” in the Timarchus myth see above n. 60.

%7 See (apart from references of detail in commentaries and translations) VErRNIERE 1977,
95-101 and passim; W. E1seLE, “Jenseitsmythen bei Platon und Plutarch,” in: M. LABAHN /M.
Lanc (edd.), Lebendige Hoffnung —ewiger Tod?! Jenseitsvorstellungen im Hellenismus, Judentum
und Christentum, Arbeiten zur Bibel und ihrer Geschichte 24 (Leipzig 2007) 315-340; C.
WIENER, “Kurskorrektur auf der Jenseitsfahrt. Plutarchs Thespesios-Mythos und Kolotes’
Kritik an Platons Politeia,” Wiirzburger Jahrbiicher N.F. 28a (2004) 49—63 (on De sera). 1 give
only two examples for Plutarch’s transferral of even small details from the myth of Er into
De genio: 591CD aotépag ... attovtag = Politeia 621b dttovtac womeg aotépag; in 591C it
is said of the moon that it prevents the impure souls from approaching pvkwuévn, while
in Rep. 615e Er reports that the ‘Mouth of Ascent’ (0tépi0V) refused to receive someone
and éuvkarto every time a criminal thought he could ascend.

% See, e.g., F. E. BReNk, “’Speaking with Unperfumed Words, Reaches to a Thousand
Years.” Plutarch and His Age,” in: Id., With Unperfumed Voice. Studies in Greek Literature,
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6. The “hierarchical models” in De genio and De facie

Timarchus wants to know everything, but the voice giving him informa-
tion modestly points to the limits of its competence, only to contradict this
modesty in what follows: Before starting its instructions the voice — by
giving a very brief sketch of a complex and not easily comprehensible®
doctrine of cosmic principles (591B) — makes it clear to Timarchus (and
the reader) how little he knows and still will know even after the guided
tour through the cosmos. There remains, however, the incentive (and for
the reader, the curiosity) to want to know more. With the four Principles
(Life, Motion, Becoming and Decay) are coordinated three groups of three:
firstly the ontological triad of Monad, Intellect and Nature, which guaran-
tees the connection between the four Principles; secondly the cosmological
triad of the Invisible, the Sun and the Moon, which marks the appropriate
place of the connection in the cosmos; finally the three “daughters of Ne-
cessity”, the Moirai Atropos, Clotho and Lachesis, who as “holders of the
keys” are in charge of the connection of the four Principles. Life (Cwr)) may
have been chosen as the highest Principle, because the model of the Demi-
urge in the Timaeus is the perfect intelligible living being (rtavteAeg Coov
31b, téAeov kail vontov Lwov 39¢).”% Tim. 31a-b stresses the uniqueness
of the living being, which becomes the model also for the visible cosmos,
which is therefore similar to its model also kata v povworv. This leads
us to the Movdg of the ontological triad situated in the Invisible, which,
being God, Intellect and the Demiurge,”! must have its place above the
visible world and the movements of the stars. It is only by the creative
act of the Demiurge that the cosmic soul comes into being; the Intellect
(Novg), who combines Motion and Intellect in the sun, is not a second In-
tellect besides the first transcendental one, but presumably the Intellect
of the cosmic soul, since the original soul attains orderly motion and be-
comes the world-soul only by participating in the intelligible being of the

Religion and Philosophy, and in the New Testament Background, Potsdamer Altertumswiss.
Beitrage 21 (Stuttgart 2007) [1-35] 14-7 (“The philosophical revolution”) and 17-20 (“The
revolution within Platonism”) with further literature.

% Dérrie 1981, 105: “Die Benennungen, mit denen die vier aoxai gekennzeichnet wer-
den, stellen ihrerseits wieder Verschliisselungen dar, geeignet, den Laien vom vollstandi-
gen Verstandnis fernzuhalten;” DiLon 2001, 38: “There is indeed much that is peculiar
here;” OrsoMER 2007, 288 n. 22: “The obscure passage should not, however, overrule the
evidence of the texts in which Plutarch directly exposes his views.”

70 Gee KrAMER 1964, 98 n. 250, who further refers to Arist. De anima 1 2, 404b19-20;
perhaps more important is Arist. Metaph. 12.5, 1072b19-30, esp. 28-30 (before that, the
text states: 1] Yoo vou évépyewn Lwn): dapev dr) tov Beov eivat (pov Aidov aplotov,
@ote Lon kat alwv oLVEXTS Kal ATdLOG VTTAQXEL T Oeq.

71 For the identity of God, the Demiurge and Intellect see OprsoMER 2007, 289-92; FERRARI
2005, 18-20.
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Demiurge.”> The world-soul itself carries out demiurgic functions,” so the
Principle of Becoming is important for it too. We will then have to inter-
pret the combination of Becoming with Decay in the sphere of the Moon
by the operation of Nature, ®Vo1g, by saying that in this sphere the world-
soul governs with its irrational part,”* for example, by supplying the ‘soul-
substratum’ that is necessary for the soul’s contact with the body, and then
taking it back again after the individual soul has been separated from the
body.

This doctrine of Principles has always been compared with the passage
945C in De facie, where we read: “Of the three Fates too Atropos enthroned
in the sun initiates generation (tr)v agxmnv évdidwoitng yevéoewc), Clotho
in motion on the moon mingles and binds together, and finally upon the
earth Lachesis too puts her hand to the task (éoxdtn) ... ouvepamteTar mept
y1v), she who has the largest share in chance.””> In contrast to the doctrine
of Principles offered in De genio the sense of this passage is elucidated by
the context. Itis preceded by an explanation of how the sun ‘sows’ intellect
into the moon, which then generates new souls, while earth supplies the
body. The sun, then, is the origin of becoming for the souls, the moon
combines its substance with the intellect, and on earth the soul enters a
body.

Ferrari’® wants to interpret the core of this cosmic hierarchy as the triad
Intellect (“intelletto”, i.e. “il piano trascendente e intellegibile”), soul (i.e.
“il nivello matematico-astronomico”), and body, claiming an analogy with
the doctrine of Principles in the Timarchus myth. He refers to 944E as
proof that the sun is to be connected to the space of the Intelligible and to
the transcendent god: in this passage the intellect takes leave of the soul
“by love for the image in the sun through which shines forth manifest the
desirable and fair and divine and blessed towards which all nature in one
way or another yearns”.”” The same arrangement of the Moirai seems also
to confirm Ferrari’s order.

In De facie, however, the sequence sun, moon, earth necessarily follows
from the central theme of the “first” and the “second” death. It suffices

76

72 See De animae procreatione 1014E, 1016C, 1017Af., 1026E; cf. FErrart 2005, 20: “nach
Plutarch iibertragt Gott der Weltseele einen Teil seiner selbst.”

73 See OpsoMER 2007, 297.

74 See DiLLoN 2001, 38 and KrAMER 1964, 98 n. 250, following Xenocrates; further FERRARI
1995, 176-83; on the cosmic and the individual soul see Bartes 2005, esp. 84-9.

7 For an interpretation of his passage within its context see D6rrIE / Bartes 2002, 207-13
(Baustein 154.3).

76 FERRARI 1995, 178-81.

77 QL TG TeQL TOV TjALOV ElkGVOS, DU TG ETUAGUTIEL TO EPETOV KAl KaAOV Kal Ogiov
Katl pakaglov, o maoca Gpuois [...] doéyetat. See also P. Donini, “Il De facie di Plutarco
e la teologia medioplatonica,” in: St. GErsH / Ch. KANNENGIESSER (edd.), Platonism in Late
Antiquity (Notre Dame, Indiana 1992) [103-14] 104-6.
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therefore to name only the cause of the intellect’s striving towards the sun;
there is no need for an ontological differentiation on the level of the intel-
lect, all the more so as the idea of the ‘sowing’ of intellect by the sun is
not used to explain the origin of intellect in more detail, but puts the moon
right at the centre as the receiver of this ‘sowing’ (945C). It is thus more
probable that the reference to 10 ¢petov kTA. serves only to remind the
reader that the cosmic gradation mentioned here can be restricted to what
illustrates the central topic of the text appropriately and sufficiently.”® We
must therefore restrain our wish to make both hierarchies agree fully with
each other, and content ourselves with stating that the sphere of the Monad
(and of the Invisible) remains excluded here (although it has been alluded
toin 944E) and that the sun-intellect-relationship (with Atropos in the sun)
corresponds to the sun-intellect-relationship on the second level of the hi-
erarchical model in De genio (with Clotho in the sun).”” When Plutarch
joins Atropos to Intellect in De facie, this is not really a serious change com-
pared with De genio, because the Monad too can be interpreted as Intellect.
Incidentally, one is readily tempted to find the true key to the association
of Becoming with Intellect as given in the De genio doctrine of Principles
only in the statement of the function of Atropos in De facie 945C (tr)v aoxnv
EVOldwOL ¢ Yevéoewg, see above); in this way this doctrine of Principles
would presuppose the hierarchical model of De facie.®

Why, then, does the guide initiate Timarchus in the doctrine of Prin-
ciples at all, as it plays no part in what follows,3! while the doctrine of
hierarchy in De facie is in fact a necessary consequence of the train of argu-
ment? First, the tradition of eschatological myth is important in a purely
formal way. The doctrine of Principles is, of course, constructed quite dif-
ferently from the model of heaven in the Myth of Er in Republic 616b—-617d,
but Plutarch at least wants to remind us of this model. That is why he
mentions the three Moirai; the model of heaven shows that they have a

78 FerrarI himself (1995, 180-1) acknowledges the difficulty of subsuming the whole
realm of the stars under the sphere of the moon. His solution moves too far away from
the context of giving and taking, of separating and combining, which is the moon’s most
important function evoked here (945C oeAnvn ¢ kal Aappdvet kat didwot kat ocvvtiOnot
kat dtougel); FERrRARI instead demands that we not only take into account the composi-
tion of the whole text (including its mathematical-astronomical part), but also make the
moon the paramount paradigm of the world of stars and interpret the hierarchy from this
perspective.

79 See already von ArNim 1921, 30-2; HamirTon 1934b, 176-8; also VERNIERE 1977, 23841
(also on variations in the order of the Moirai).

80 Cf. the thoughts on the relative chronology of De genio and De facie in VErRNTERE 1977,
239 n. 9, but also Hamirron 1934b, 178-9. For a comparison of De genio and De facie see
also the extensive analysis in E1seLe 2003, 307-28 and 332-5.

81 Cf. DSrriE 1981, 106 n. 58: “Im Grunde tiberfordert diese Kumulierung den Horer
und den Leser, zumal hernach keine dieser Reihen und keiner dieser Begriffe irgendwelche
Bedeutung erlangt.”
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different function in the Myth of Er, but this does not lessen their poten-
tial allusive value. This makes them important for De facie t00.5? It is not
without reason that the doctrine of Principles is placed at the beginning of
the guide’s explanations, for the myth gives access only to a very restricted
part of the cosmos. Thus the myth has a certain ‘compensatory” function:
we are to perceive the section of the cosmos we are introduced to as part of
a multi-layered reality. Moreover, Timarchus is to recognize how tightly
the bonds between the degrees of being, the powers at work and the lev-
els of the cosmos are woven. The knowledge about this interplay of all
levels and powers permits Timarchus to feel confident that the ascent of
the intellect-daimon does not end in the sphere of the moon. The doctrine
of Principles also provides the ontological and cosmological foundation of
the special existential status of the intellect-daimon and a promise for the
future.

Looking back, we can see that Plutarch is indeed a masterly construc-
tor of myths. Each of the three myths takes the reader into a world that
far transcends his own experience and permits him to have a “view from
above”;8 at the same time, however, this is also the world of his fears and
hopes. Each myth fulfils a specific task of its own within the work for which
it was conceived, and yet in each there are also motifs and elements that
connect it with the other myths. It is a sign of Plutarch’s great art that the
myths supplement each other, but that they can hardly be subjected to a
comprehensive synopsis or interpreted as parts of a uniform and overarch-
ing conception. The oscillating play of real or apparent ‘doublets’, which
so fascinated ‘Quellenforschung’,® sufficiently shows that the myths must
not be taken as doctrinal treatises; they are a play of the philosophical and
theological imagination, but at the same time a proclamation of the effort
and seriousness of inquiry and research.

82 Cf. JonEs 1916, 59 n. 152; for linguistic allusions to Plato’s text see ibid. and CHErNISS
1957, 221 n. b (this note also discusses the order of the Moirai).

8 Cf. P. Hapor, Philosophie als Lebensform. Geistige Ubungen in der Antike (Berlin 1991)
123-35.

84 See — inter alin — Heinze 1892; voN ArNIM 1921; REINHARDT 1926, 313-53; REINHARDT
1953, 782-9; Beck 1953 (on the doublets esp. 57ff.); for criticism of ‘Quellenforschung’ see
—inter alia — R. M. Jongs, “Posidonius and Solar Eschatology”, Classical Philology 27 (1932)
113-135, also in: id., The Platonism of Plutarch and Selected Papers (New York / London 1980);
Hamirron 1934a and 1934b; GOrRGEMANNS 1970, 80 n. 117; DonNint 1988, 141 n. 26.
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Some Texts similar to De genio

D. A. Russell

We give here translations of four passages which present theories similar to those
advanced in De genio, and especially in Simmias’ speech (583C-589F), on the way
in which daimones might communicate with human minds without using physi-
cal organs of speech. This topic received considerable attention from philosophers,
both in connection with divination and in the interpretation of myths (such as the
Muyth of Er in Plato’s Republic) in which disembodied souls are represented as
conversing with one another. The passages are those mentioned in our Introduc-
tion (p. 5, p. 6 n. 6). Two of the four are directly concerned with Socrates, the other
two are not. Apart from the first (Philo), they are all later than Plutarch, and all
from the Neoplatonist school; hence, though the similarity of their ideas with those
in Plutarch is evident, it must be remembered that they rest on a metaphysical
structure undeveloped in his time.

I. Philo, De Decalogo 32-35

This passage tries to explain, in philosophical terms, how God conveyed his message to the

assembled people of Israel when he delivered the Ten Commandments to Moses.
The ten sayings or oracles, in truth laws and commandments, were pro-
claimed by the Father of All when the whole nation, men and women
alike, was gathered in assembly. Did he himself utter them like a voice?
Of course not, we must not so much as entertain the idea. God is not, as
man is, in need of mouth and tongue and air-passages. I believe that, at
that moment, he wrought a most holy wonder, ordering an invisible sound
to be created in the air, one more marvellous than any instrument, tuned
with perfect harmony, not without soul, yet not composed, like a living
creature, of soul and body, but a rational soul, pervaded by clarity and lu-
cidity, which, by shaping and stretching the air and turning it into brilliant
fire, produced (like breath through a trumpet) an articulate voice of such
power that those far away seemed to hear it as well as those near at hand.
Human voices naturally become weaker as they reach out into the distance,
and the apprehension of them is no longer clear to remoter hearers, but
grows gradually fainter as the distance increases, since its organs also are
subject to destruction. In contrast, the power of God which inspired this
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newly contrived voice roused it, kindled it, spread it all around, and made
its end more brilliant than its beginning, implanting in each man’s soul a
new sense of hearing much better than that which depends on the ears, be-
cause that slower sense remains inactive until it is moved by being struck
by the air, whereas the sense of a mind divinely inspired responds with
great speed, and goes out to meet what is being said.

II. Calcidius, Commentary on Plato’s Timaeus §§ 254-5
(ed. Waszink)

This account of Socrates” divine sign follows a discussion of dreams (based on Timaeus 45e)

which has ended with a mention of Socrates” dreams (Crito 44a, Phaedo 60e).

That Socrates was used to having these vivid dreams [evidenter ... somniare]
is, I believe, due to the fact that his entire being [totum eius animal] was
strong in purity both of body and of soul.

(255) Nor did he lack a friendly divinity to guide his actions in his wak-
ing hours, as Plato shows in Euthydemus [actually not Euthyd. 272e, but
Theages 128d] in these words:

‘From my early years I have had a divinity [numen] as companion. It is a voice which,

when it visits my mind and sense, indicates that I should hold back from what I in-

tended to do; it never encourages me in any action, and if a friend desires my advice

about something he plans to do, it forbids me this also.’
The reality of these facts and signs is assured. Man'’s feeble nature needs
the protection of a nature that is higher and better, as he asserts above [cf.
Tim. 41c (?); Calcidius § 132]. The voice of which Socrates was conscious
was not, I believe, such as might be produced by impact on air, but rather
such as might reveal the presence and company of a familiar divinity to
a soul cleansed by exceptional purity and consequently more capable of
understanding, if it is indeed right and proper for the pure to be close to,
and mixed in, the pure [cf. Phaedo 67b]. Just as in dreams we seem to hear
voices and articulate speech, though there is no voice but only a sign [signi-
ficatio] reproducing the function of voice, so, when Socrates was awake, his
mind divined the presence of a divinity by its observation of a clear sign
[signum]. It would be quite wrong to doubt that the Intelligible God, who
in the goodness of his nature consults the interest of all things, has chosen
to bring aid to the human race by the intermediary of divine powers, since
he himself has no affinity [conciliatio] with the body. The benefits which
these powers confer are evident in prodigies and in divination, both the
divination of dream at night and the daytime activity of Rumour [Fama]
that has the foreknowledge which enables it to spread news. They are ev-
ident also in the communication of remedies against disease and in the
truthful inspiration of prophets.
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III. Proclus, Commentary on Plato’s Republic (2.166—7 Kroll)

Here Proclus asks how the souls, in the Myth of Er in Republic X, can converse with one
another, though they no longer have bodily organs. His answer involves Neoplatonist meta-
physics and psychology; but the crucial notion of the disembodied soul’s ‘Vehicle’ (ochema: see
E.R. Dodds, Proclus: the Elements of Theology, Appendix II, pp. 313-21, and, for a selection
of relevant texts, R. Sorabji, The Philosophy of the Commentators: a sourcebook (London
2004), i. 221-41) has clear affinities with the picture Plutarch gives in the myth of Timarchus
(591D) of the starry objects which represent the souls in their afterlife. Parts of our text are
given in Sorabji, op. cit., p. 71, p. 226. The text (which depends on a single manuscript) has
some gaps, but, except in one passage, the sense is fairly clear.
(166,10) If then souls can know souls also in the other world, achieving
knowledge and recognition of one another either through themselves or
through their Vehicles, it follows that acquaintances recognize one another
<and rejoice> to have one another’s company <on meeting> after a long ab-
sence, for their whole being will be anxious to make contact with <the oth-
ers’>whole being and feel friendly towards it. Again, it would be wrong to
doubt that souls can also have conversations, though they have no tongue,
windpipe or lips, which, in our life on earth, can alone make speech pos-
sible. This is because their Vehicles, in their entirety, possess the form of
tongues, and are themselves in their entirety eyes and ears, and can hear,
see, and speak. It would be paradoxical if, while the tongue can produce
articulate sound by making an impact on the air from the lungs, the souls’
Vehicles cannot move the air around them and fashion it into different
sounds by various kinds of movement. Furthermore, their manner of con-
verse is not necessarily complex or involving many movements, like that of
souls in this world; they can signal their thoughts to one another by some
simpler movements. Just as their thoughts and imaginings (phantasiai) are
simpler, so their conversation is effected by movements which are corre-
spondingly smaller and, in all probability, free of the complexity of this
world. And since true perception resides in their Vehicles — for every body
that partakes of soul lives, and if it partakes of rational soul it both lives by
perception and furthermore needs perception also if it possesses locomo-
tion; and similarly every Vehicle which is attached to a rational soul ... can
in the same way hear and see and in general perceive what is simple (for
as Aristotle says somewhere in his work on perception and perceptibles
[455 a20], perception in the strict sense is a unity and the true sense-organ
is one) — if then the Vehicle uses the ‘common’ sense also, it can surely
apprehend sounds without being affected (apathos) and can hear sounds
which the hearing in our body cannot grasp. Not every sense of hearing
grasps every audible object: different hearings grasp different objects. This
is why some hear the voices of daimones and others do not, even if they are
in the company of those who do. This ability is given to some by hieratic
power, to others by the make-up of their nature, just as these same two
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factors allow some eyes to see visions invisible to others. Thus the first
Vehicle of the souls, as it possesses the common faculty of perception, is
naturally capable of seeing and hearing things which are not audible or
visible to the hearing and sight of mortal beings.

IV. Hermias, Commentary on Plato’s Phaedrus (65.26—-69.31
Couvreur)

This is a commentary on Phaedrus 242a-b, where Socrates says he received his usual ‘warning’

when he was about to cross the Ilissus with Phaedrus.

As to Socrates’ daimonion, that it is neither “a part of his soul” nor ‘Philoso-
phy itself’, as some have thought, has often been said, and is plainly stated
by himself in this passage [242b7]: “My usual daemonic [daimonion] sign
came to me, and I instantly heard a voice; it always checks me.” But Phi-
losophy often encourages and ‘a part of the soul” desires to do a thing. It is
therefore clearly stated that Socrates” daimonion is not either of these. What
it is, we must explain.

The race of daimones as a whole is said by Plato in the Symposium [202e]
to be ‘between’ gods and men, ‘ferrying’ messages from the gods to us
and reporting our affairs to the gods. There is however a special race of
daimones which is set immediately over us and guides each one of us, for
each of us always serves under some daimon which controls our whole life.
For example, we are not masters of all our circumstances, since we have
no control over certain kinds of action (e.g. becoming a general) or indeed
over our own nature. If you claim that reason controls all our doings, that
will not be true. We have no control over the kind of visions we see in
our sleep, or over the manner in which we digest our food. Yet there must
be some one thing that does rule and control all our affairs and guide our
whole life. If you say that this is God, you are stating a transcendent cause;
but there must be some proximate cause which rules our life. This is the
daimon to which we have been allotted, which is assigned to the soul after
it has made its choice [this is the “choice’ made by souls in the Myth of Er,
Rep. 617e], as the fulfiller of all its choices.

Not everyone is aware of his daimon; for one to be conscious of its care,
there needs to be great suitability [epitedeiotés] and a turning [epistrophe]
towards the control on the part of the controlled: For, just as all things are
subject to the providence of the gods, though not all have consciousness of
this, unless they have the natural ability to see and are purified, so it is also
with regard to the supervision [epistasia] of the daimon. The suitability and
consciousness arise, in the first place, as a consequence of the soul’s having
made certain choices and been allotted to a certain daimon and then at once
turning towards this daimon and continuing always to hold fast to it, having
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moreover drunk only so much of the water of Lethe as it is essential for it
to drink in its descent to birth, without altogether forgetting the counsel
and supervision of its daimon. That is why such souls are conscious of the
supervision of their daimon in this world also, whereas others, which rebuff
the daimon — like the person who chooses ‘tyranny and eating children’
[Plat. Rep. 619b] — and do not turn towards it, but are driven like irrational
creatures — these are totally incapable in this world also of understanding
the guidance [prostasia] of the daemonic [daimonion].

So whether they are conscious of the daimon or not depends, firstly, on
the fact that some souls turn immediately towards the daimon to which
they have been allotted, and others do not; secondly, on their not having
drunk much of Lethe; and thirdly on the order of the universe, because a
particular order of the universe has made one person suitable to acquire
this consciousness and another not. This is why <this particular order>has
allotted to one person and not to another a body of a kind to bear certain
tokens [sumbola] in visible form, in spirit and in soul.

Consciousness or the absence of it depends also on a certain kind of life.
Virtuous men who live well devote their whole life, activity, contemplation
and action to the gods and the unseen causes; they perceive by means of
certain tokens and signs whether the daimon inhibits them from an action or
not. If a weasel runs across their path, or their coat is caught in something,
if a stone falls or a voice speaks or a thunderbolt descends, they become
aware of the inhibition and desist from the action. Most men however live
the life of cattle [Plat. Rep. 586al].

In view of all this, it was to be expected that Socrates, having seen the
discouragement of the daimonion, should now ‘not go away’ [Phaedrus
242¢2]. But why did it inhibit Socrates and never positively encourage
him? Perhaps because, just as some horses need the spur because they are
slow, and some the curb because they are eager, so some men who are gen-
erous, anxious to do good, and enterprising in everything, like Socrates,
often need to be checked by the daimonion, whereas ungenerous persons
need to be aroused. It would also be reasonable that the daimonion should
restrain him from common actions because it is preparing him to be raised
up [sc. to a more divine level].

But why did it not also give him positive instructions? In order that
Socrates should not be like an irrational thing moved by something else
[heterokineton], not doing anything on his own or as a soul that is rational
and self-moving [autokinetos]. It allowed him to act as self-moved, but if, as
a fallible human being, he was about to do something inappropriate, it re-
strained him from that action. How? Well, will not the daimonion be found
also to give positive instruction if it projected a voice towards him which
(as he says) “does not let me go away until I have atoned for some offence
I have committed against the divine’? To wait to ‘atone” was a positive in-
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struction. Or should we say rather that this “usual’ sign, as he has himself
indicated, was preventive; for even if it was a voice (as he says elsewhere
[Theages 129b, Euthydemus 272b] as well as here), yet it was the “usual’ voice,
that is to say a preventive one. However, it would also be quite reasonable
to say that this voice prevented him from going away by showing him his
fault, and that Socrates then, on his own initiative, becomes conscious that
he must make atonement. ‘Atonement’ is the fulfilment of a neglected re-
ligious duty. And as he said, ‘I thought I heard a voice’, and the voice was
obviously daemonic (for otherwise Phaedrus would have heard it too), we
need to inquire how such voices are heard and whether daimones have a
voice [phonousin].

Plotinus, in his first book On Difficulties [Enn. 4.3.18] says that there
is nothing ‘extraordinary” about daimones uttering sounds, because they
live ‘in air” and a particular kind of impact on air is sound. And since
divine persons [e.g. the inspired poet Homer] attribute voice and senses
to the gods and to heaven (‘sun who sees all things” [Od. 12.323], ‘a smell
came into my mind’ [oracle, Hdt. 1.47.3]!) and indeed assign a voice to the
whole universe [sc. the music of the spheres (?)], we must seek a general
explanation, which will apply to all, of how the higher classes of beings
speak, and, more generally, how they perceive.

Let us put it clearly and concisely, as follows: When we recognize some-
thing on our own account by sense, two things happen: an experience
(pathos) of a sense-organ (e.g. eye-jelly [commonly translated “pupil”] or
another organ of sense) and cognition (gnosis) of the experience. In the case
of superior beings, let us take away the experience but leave the cognition.
We must then say that the body of the sun does not perceive through expe-
rience (we are speaking of sense-perception, and sense-perception belongs
to the body) but that it is capable of cognition [gnostikon] as a whole and
throughout its being, and is, through and through, both vision and hear-
ing; remember that, in our case too, when we have been separated from
the body, our Vehicle is bright and pure, capable of perception throughout
its whole being, and sees and hears as a whole. Note in general that the di-
vine men of old allow cognitive faculties (of which perceptive faculties are
a part, since the senses are a kind of cognition) to the gods in heaven, but
suspend judgement about the appetitive faculty. Plotinus grants them this
also, lamblichus denies it [cf. Plot. Enn. 4.4.8, lambl. De mysteriis 1.12-14].

As to voice, we have to say that they do not utter the voice we have,
based on impact and sound, nor do they depend on the air-passages and
organs like that, or need an intervening space and an impact on air. In-
stead, as we have given them another form of perception, which is cogni-
tive and not based on experience [pathos], so we have given them a different

! T owe this explanation to Prof. M. L. West, who saw that the text should read 6dun W’
& Ppoévac NAOe.
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kind of voice, corresponding to their level [sustoichon]. This is released by
them in one way, and accepted by the recipient in another. Just as, while
the sun itself is not burning, but there is in it a living, live-giving and non-
irritant [aplektos] heat, the air receives the light from it by being affected
[pathétikos] and by burning, so likewise, there being in them [i.e. the dai-
mones] a certain harmony and a different kind of voice, we hear this by
being affected [pathetikos] but we do not of course hear it with our sensible
ears, nor do we see daemonic and divine visions with our sensible eyes.
Instead, since there are in the spirit [pneuma] senses more primary [archoei-
desterai], exemplary, and pure than all our ordinary senses, it is obviously
by means of these that the soul hears and sees divine apparitions. She alone
sees them, and not any of those around her. Compare:

‘Appearing to him alone, and none of the others saw her’ [II. 1.198, the appearance of

Athena to Achilles].
There is a community between the Vehicle of the daimon and that of the
soul; for the Vehicle of the daimon, not using a tongue or vocal organ,
but simply the will of the soul of the daimon, produces a movement and
melodious and meaningful sound, which the human soul perceives by the
sense present in its primary? Vehicle. There is, as has been said, a dai-
mon which essentially (kat” ousian) guides the soul; but it is often the case
that the soul, in the same life (bios), but according to its various life-stages
(zoai), is assigned to various daimones, not to the one which is essentially
assigned to it (for this daimon is always present) but to other more special-
ized (merikoteroi) daimones which supervise its various actions. Even it it
chooses the lot corresponding to its own peculiar god and is assigned to
the daimon subordinate to this god, it will still fall under various more spe-
cialized daimones. If it lives sinfully, it falls under a daimon more liable to
passion [empathesterus], and wallows in evils. When however it recovers its
sobriety and lives more purely, it ranges itself under a daimon of a better
kind, and thus changes its supervisory daimones without departing from
the latitude (platos) of its lot. So, in the Republic, everyone has the power,
through actions of a particular kind, to set himself under the Serf class or
under the Auxiliary class. This is what is meant by “The daimon will not
draw you as its lot, you will choose your daimon’ [617e].

% So CouvREUR, probably rightly; MSS have avyoetdei, ‘luminous’.
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